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Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Jeffrey W. Collier, City Manager 

From: Nancy Mendez, Assistant City Manager 

Subject: All-America City Subcommittee 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended the City Council consider whether to appoint an All-America City 
Subcommittee; and whether to revise any existing subcommittee assignments. 

BACKGROUND 

In March 2014, the City submitted an application to the National Civic League (NCL) for 
consideration of an All-America City Award. NCL recognizes ten communities each year 
for outstanding civic accomplishments. Whittier was subsequently named one of 25 
finalists for the award. On May 13, 2014, the City Council approved $7,500 for the All­
America City Award and Conference held in June 2014 in Denver, Colorado; and 
authorized out-of-state travel for up to six City staff members. A Whittier delegation of 
City staff and community volunteers participated in the Denver conference. Community 
donors raised more than $21,000 toward funding the trip. 

The City opted not to participate in the All-America City program for the 2015 program. It 
was determined to be too soon to again raise funds from the community without 
encountering donor fatigue. Also, existing programs were not of the size, scope, and 
diversity that best fit NCL's 2015 theme. 

At the City Council meeting on December 8, 2015, Mayor Pro Tern Joe Vinatieri requested 
and the City Council concurred to consider formation of an All-America City Subcommittee 
on a future agenda. 

DISCUSSION 

The City submitted a conceptual application to NCL for its 2016 program and is 
preparing the full application due in March 2016. The theme this year is comm~nity 
efforts to ensure that all children are healthy and supported in school and life. NCL 
seeks to elevate local examples of innovative and effective community problem-solving 
that recognize factors that influence the success of children and uses all sectors to 
address those factors. NCL is particularly committed to identifying and recognizing 
efforts which support and engage vulnerable young people. Potential efforts could 
include: 

• Schoolattendance 
• Child/family health (including targeted community health efforts) 
• Positive discipline interventions 
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• Transportation (particularly focused on enabling children and their parents to 
access key services, employment or school) 

• Poverty/housing 
• Healthy food access 
• Job opportunities/skill development 
• Creating safe neighborhoods 
• Creating healthy natural environments that support young people's learning, 

activity or health 

Council Members represent the City Council on a number of Council subcommittees. 
Subcommittees now in place are below. 

SUBCOMMITTEES MEMBERS CATEGORY/ 
EXPIRATION 

Greenway Trail East Extension Council Member Newcomer Ad Hoc thru 
Subcommittee Council Member Henderson June 2016 

Washington Boulevard Light Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Rail Subcommittee Council Member Newcomer June 2016 

Mineral Extraction Permit Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Administration Subcommittee Council Member Henderson April2016 

Nelles Property Development Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Subcommittee Mayor Pro T em Vinatieri September 2016 

Bond Capital Projects Oversight Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Subcommittee Council Member Warner September 2016 

FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 

Submitted by: 

~ 
Assistant City Manager 




