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Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Jeffrey W. Collier, City Manager 

From: Nancy Mendez, Assistant City Manager 

Subject: City Council Library Subcommittee 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended the City Council consider whether to appoint a Central Library 
Subcommittee; and whether to revise any existing subcommittee assignments. 

BACKGROUND 

On August 11, 2015, the City Council approved a professional architectural services 
agreement with CWA AlA, Inc., for $82,500 to provide conceptual design and building 
program for Central Library expansion and renovation and a Civic Center parking study. 

At the City Council meeting on December 8, 2015, Council Member Cathy Warner 
requested and the City Council concurred to consider formation of a City Council Central 
Library Subcommittee on a future agenda. 

Central Library Building 

The 34,463 square foot Central Library was dedicated in 1959 to replace the original 
Carnegie Library. The collection on opening day was 80,000 items; the collection has now 
grown to over 230,000 items, an increase of 187%. The existing building had a minor 
expansion in 1978 to add the mezzanine that now houses the homework center, public 
access computers and small local history room. 

The facility has seriously overcrowded shelving, lack of seating for Library users; 
inadequate wiring, power outlets, data lines and space for technology; lack of community 
meeting place for the wide variety of library programs now offered by the Library; 
inadequate space for housing and displaying local history materials and collection; and a 
critical shortage of work space. 

The Central Library annually circulates 450,000 items and receives 750,000 hits on its web 
site and electronic databases. The number of annual visitors to the Library has grown year 
after year. The Library offers many programs for children, young adults, and adults of all 
ages in formats such as author series, lectures, performances and art shows. 

DISCUSSION 

A Central Library Subcommittee could provide interim input to staff on options for 
Central Library renovation and expansion. The Subcommittee's first task might be to 
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advise on the basic architectural, interior design, and thematic design soon to be 
completed by CWA, including these work products: 

• Conceptual design 
• Building program 
• Space plan 
• Potential expansion options 
• Exterior elevation studies 
• Civic Center parking study 

The existing subcommittees and memberships are as follows: 

SUBCOMMITTEES MEMBERS CATEGORY/ 
EXPIRATION 

Greenway Trail East Extension Council Member Newcomer Ad Hoc thru 
Subcommittee Council Member Henderson June 2016 

Washington Boulevard Light Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Rail Subcommittee Council Member Newcomer June 2016 

Mineral Extraction Permit Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Administration Subcommittee CounciiMemberHendernon April2016 

Nelles Property Development Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Subcommittee Mayor ProTem Vinatieri September 2016 

Bond Capital Projects Oversight Mayor Dutra Ad Hoc thru 
Subcommittee Council Member Warner September 2016 

FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 

Submitted by: 

1lt:cY!J;~ 
Assistant City Manager 
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