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California Department of Transportation 

HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT - NEGATIVE FINDINGS 
I. HIGHWAY PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

District 07 I County 	bos Angeles 

_ 
Route NA Post Kilometer NA Charge Unit NA 

- 
Expenditure Authorization NA 

Description: 

Abandonment of the existing Union Pacific railroad alignment in the City of Whittier and the conversion of the alignment into a 
bicycle/pedestrian trail (Greenway) -connecting Whittier with Pico Rivera and Montebello, Hacienda Heights, La Habra, and Santa 
Fe Springs via the trail. The trail is 5.18 miles long and will create an inter-modal link between Los Angeles and Orange Counties. 
The alignment (see attached exhibits) involves portions of Mills Avenue, Gunn Avenue, Calmada Avenue, Laurel Avenue, Painter 
Avenue, Greenleaf Avenue, Whittier Boulevard, Mar Vista Street, Philadelphia Street, Hadley Street, Broadway Street, Palm 
Avenue, Norwalk Boulevard, and the 605 (San Gabriel) Freeway. The project would require the removal of rai ls, ties, and intrusive 
vegetation for the purpose of landscaping, but the topography will be maintained to reflect the RR berm and existing conditions 
and basic characters of a RR right-of-way (e.g. drainage, access, etc.). Signage and reuse of some materials may be incorporated 
into the project design to assist in the maintenance of the railroad association. 

See Exhibits: 	 ect Location Map; and  APE Maps  (attached). 

2. AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS (APE)  
FHWA Area Engineer Approval Name: (Cesar Perez) Date: 
Description: 

The APE (direct) is the maximum required right-of-way (R/W) for the proposed project, including all temporary and permanent 
easements, borrow and disposal sites, and properties subject to temporary or permanent changes in access. This particular project 
area involves the existing Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way and all project related activities will be conducted within the existing 
right-of-way - between 1-605 at Norwalk Blvd. to Gunn Avenue, Whittier. The project will require no addition areas and have no 
impact on roadways outside the APE. The APE was surveyed for archaeological, historical, and architectural resources. 

See Exhibits: APE Map (Attached). 

3. SOURCES CONSULTED 

X California Inventory of Historic Resources 

X California Historical Landmarks 
(Name(s) of Institutions) 

X Archaeological Site Records 	- CalState Fullerton South Central Coastal Information Center 

Month/Year 
1979 and updates to... 	8/01 

Year 	8/01 

Year 	8/01 

Date 	8/01 

X National Register of historic Places 

X Local Historical Society (List Names) 	Whittier Historic Society Date 	8/01 

 

  

4. RESUME OF SURVEY 

Archaeological Survey Report (Negative Findings) 
Bridge Evaluation 
Historic Architectural Evaluation 
Historic Resource Evaluation Report 
Native American Input 

Attachment 
A 

See Att. B 

Yes 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 

- 

X 

5. CALTRANS APPROVALS 

Recommended for Approval: 
District 

 

I leritage Preservation Coordinator Date 

  

 

Approved: 
Chief; Environmental Planning Branch 	 Date 



California Departnirnt of Transportation 
HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT - NEGATIVE FINDINGS 

6. FHWA DETERMINATION 
Check One 

	 A. No cultural resources arc present within or adjacent to the project's APE. 

X 	B. Cultural resources within or adjacent to the project's APE do not possess any historical, architectural, 

archaeological, or cultural value. 

Cultural studies are complete and satisfactory. The requirements of 36 CFR 800 have been completed. 

FHWA Ares/District Engineer 
	

(Cesar Perez) 	Date 



California Department of Transportation 
HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT - NEGATIVE FINDINGS 

PROJECT VICINITY MAP 

City of Whittier Greenway Trail 
1-605 (northwest) to Gunn Avenue (southeast) 
5.18 linear miles 



California' Department of Trumpet-tattoo 
HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT - NEGATIVE  FINDINGS  

PROJECT  LOCATION MAP (USGS ) 

City of Whittier Green way Trail 
1-605 (northwest) to Gunn Avenue (southeast) 
5.18 linear miles 



California Department of Transportation 
HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT - NEGATIVE FIN-DINGS 

REGIONAL MAP 

City of Whither Greenway Trail 
1-605 (northwest) to Gunn Avenue (southeast) 
5.18 linear miles 



California Department of Transportation 
NEGATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT 

V. FIELD METHODS 

Field investigations were designed to investigate all portions of the proposed APE. The archaeological records check 
from the CSUF-SCCAIC was used to identify areas previously surveyed and/or the presence of cultural resources in 
the immediate area. David Brunzell and Ahab Afifi, Associate Archaeologists for McKenna et al. and under the 
supervision ofJeanette A. McKenna, Principal Investigator for McKenna et al., conducted the survey of the project area 
on July 23, 200 1. Areas of exposed soils and soil piles were stressed, as the majority of the project area consisted of 
a built environment (the existing RR alignment in an urban setting). 

The entire alignment was subjected to a pedestrian survey, supplemented by field notes and a photographic record 
(attached). 

VI. REMARKS 

The APE was not previously surveyed and a field survey was required for CEQA compliance, although portions of the 
right-of-way have been investigated. Areas of survey included the frontage areas along the Union Pacific right-of-way 
and all street crossings (5.18 miles). The majority of the right-of-way yielded evidence of the existing railroad tracks 
(modern alignment). Some areas exhibited evidence of the removal of tracks and the resurfacing of road crossings. 
Vegetation was dense in some areas, but the alignment was fully accessible for visual inspection. The Greenway Trail 
alignment was evaluated by Starzack in 1996, along with the Whittier Bridge Crossing. Both resources were 
determined to be insignificant resources and, in consultation with the Office of Historic Preservation, declared 
ineligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and/or California Historic Landmarks (see Myra Frank 
& Associates 1996; on file, City of Whittier Transit Department). These resources were reevaluated for the current 
study and the results reflected the earlier findings - the railroad alignment and bridge crossing at Whittier Boulevard 
are not significant resources and ineligible for listing. Therefore, the Green way alignment has been determined to 
be clear of any significant cultural resources and the proposed project will not adversely impact any such resources. 
No mitigation measures are necessary. 

III. CERTIFICATION 

Prcparer Jeanette A_ McKenna I Title 	Principal, McKenna et at, Whittier, CA 
, 

Signalure I Dare 	Augnsl 2i, 2001 

Revievmr Adam Stitt) Title Associate Ardlax5logisi, C,altrans i)istrici 7 

Sigiaiure 
—L- — 	

I Date 
. 

  

VII. MAPS 

  

DISTRICT LOCATION U.S.G.S. X 	(  Whittier 7.5 Quadrangle Rev. 198 l  ) 	PROJECT MAP 

  

Quadrangle Name Date 

(See IIPSR for Project Vicinity, Project Location, and APE Maps: Project Location Map with Areas Previously Surveyed attached) 

IX. PHOTOGRAPHS 

YES XX 	(On file, McKenna etal.) NO o All ACHED: YES (Optional) 

    

 

File Number 

   

X. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
See Continuation Page. 



California Department of Transportation 
NEGATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT 

CONTINUATION PAGE 
X. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bean, Lowell .I. and Charles R. Smith 
1978 Gabrielino. In: Handbook ofNorth American Indians, Volume 8, California. Edited by Robert F. Heizer, pp. 

538-549. Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 

Johnston, Bernice Eastman 
1962 California's Gabrielino Indians. Southwest Museum, Los Angeles. 

Kroeber, Alfred L. 
1925 Handbook ofthe Indians ofCalifornia. Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin 78. Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, D.C. 

McCawley, William 
1996 The First Angelinos: The Gabrielino Indians of Los Angeles. Malki Museum and Ballena Press, Banning or 

Novato, Calif. 
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California Department of Transportation 
NEGATIVE  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SURVEY REPORT 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 

City of Whittier Greenway Trail 
1-605 (northwest) to Gunn Avenue (southeast) 
5.18 linear miles 



State of California — The Resources Agency 
	

Primary # 	  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

	
HRI # 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD Trinomial 	  

Page  1  of  2  Project Name or # (Assigned by the Recorder)  01.591 - Whittier Greenway Trail Year 2001 

Camera Format: 	Color Prints 

Film Type and Speed: 	35mm1200 ASA 

Lens Size: 	NA Roll No 

Negatives Kept At:  McKenna et al., Whittier CA 90601 

Mo. Day Time Frame Subject/Description View Acc. No. 

7 23 PM X Intersection of Lambert and Gunn Avenues (no print) NW 

7 23 PM 00 Overview of Track Alignment from Gunn Avenue N 

7 23 PM 0 Track Alignment at Lambert and Caimada NW 

7 23 PM 1 Overview of Tracks at Creek Crossing NE 

7 23 PM 2 Overview from Lambert and Laurel WNW 

7 23 PM 3 Overview from Lambert and Laurel WNW 

7 23 PM 4 Overview from Painter and Lambert NW 

7 23 PM 5 Overview from Greenteaf at Putnam (old house) ENE 

7 23 PM 6 Overview from Greenleaf at Putnam (tracks only) N 

7 23 PM 7 Yard Extension near Tracks SW 

7 23 PM a Graffiti on Wall Adjacent to Tracks NW 

7 23 PM 9 Bridge overcrossing at 5 Points (Wash.NVhittier/La Cuarta) NNW 

7 23 PM 10 Overview of Bridge with Steel Structure NW 

7 _ 23 PM 11 Switch Track Located Atop Bridge at La Cuarta s 
7 23 PM 12 Concrete Support for Bridge at La Cuarta NW 

7 23 PM 13 Bridge Crossing, Overview from North Side S 

7 23 PM 14 Bridge Located North of Trestle at 5 Points NW 

7 23 PM 15 Concrete Support Over Pickering (5 Points) NW 

7 23 PM 16 Overview of North Bridge from Trestle SE 

7 23 PM 17 Graffiti on Wall North of Pickering Crossing N 

7 23 PM 18 Overview at Mar Vista (w/corrugated structure) SE 

7 23 PM 19 Overview at Mar Vista (w/brick building) N 

7 23 PM 20 Overview of Tracks at Penn Street N 

7 23 PM 21 Switch Tracks Near Penn Street NW 

7 23 PM 22 Switch Tracks Near Penn Street NNW 

7 23 PM 23 Building Located Near Switch at Penn Street S 

DPR 5231 (Revised McKenna et al. 709) 



State of California — The Resources Agency 
	

Primary # 	  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

	
HRI # 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD Trinomial 	  

Page  2  of 2 Project Name or # (Assigned by the Recorder)  01.591 - Whittier Greenway Trail  Year  2001  

Camera Format: 
	

Color Prints 
	

Lens Size: 	NA 
	

Roll No. 

Film Type and Speed: 	35mm/200 ASA 
	

Negatives Kept At:  McKenna et al., Whittier CA 90601  

Mo. Day Time Frame Subject./Description View Acc. No. 

7 23 PM 24 Overview of Tracks at Philadelphia Street N 

7 23 PM 25 Track Alignment Covered by Asphalt at Gregory and Bailey NNW 

7 23 PM 26 Track Alignment Located North of Gregory and Bailey NW 

7 23 PM 27 Art Deco Bldg. At Tracks and Hadley NW 

7 23 PM 28 Overview at Camilla and Magnolia N 

7 23 PM 29 Overview of Yards Extended to Area of Tracks S 

7 23 PM 30 Overview of Bridge Crossing at Norwalk Blvd. NW 

7 23 PM 31 Overview of Bridge Crossing at Norwalk Blvd. SE 

7 23 PM 32 Bridge Crossing at Norwalk Blvd. from Below NNW 

7 23 PM 33 Bridge Crossing at Norwalk Blvd. from Below ENE 

7 23 PM 34 Overview of Bridge (high profile) NA 

7 23 PM 35 Overview of Bridge from North (Salt Lake Route) NA 

7 23 PM 36 Southern End of Bridge: Low Profile NA 

.._ 

DPR5231(Revised McKenna et al. 7/90) 



S. Construction date: post-1917 (+) 
Estimated ( ) Factual ( X ) 

Architect: Unknown 

10. Builder: L.A. & Salt Lake RR 

Ii. Approximate Property Size (in feet) 
Frontage: 5050_18 mi. Depth: NA 

12. Date(s) of Enclosed Photograph(s) -  

July 2001 

California Department of Transportation 

ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY/EVALUATION FORM 

1 	 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

District 07 County Los Angeles Route NA Post Kilometer NA Charge Unit NA Expenditure Authorization NA 

( ) LISTED ( ) APPEARS ELIGIBLE ( ) DETERMINED ELIGIBLE 	( X ) APPEARS INELIGIBLE 

IDENTIFICATION 

1. Common Name: 	 Union Pacific Rail Road Right-of-Way 

2. Historic Name: 	 Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad 

3. Street or Rural Address: 	NA. 

City: Whittier, California 	Zip Code: 90601-90606 	County: Los Angeles 

4. Parcel Number: N.A. 	Present Owner City of Whittier 

Address: 13230 Penn Street 	City: Whittier 	Zip Code: 90602 

5. Owner is: 	 ( X ) Public 	( ) Private 

6. Present Use: Abandoned 	Original Use: Rail Road Right-of-Way 

DESCRIPTION: 
7a. Architectural Style: 

7b. Briefly describe the present PHYSICAL CONDITION of the site or structure and describe any major 

alterations from its original condition: 

Railroad alignment was established in 1917 with the Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad (extended in 1923 

to Orange County). The bridge crossing at Whittier Boulevard (Warren Truss Bridge) was original 
constructed in 1930, but altered in 1956 when Whittier Boulevard was widened. Two other modern 
crossings are along the project alignment and are of no historic significance. The Office of Historic 

Preservation reviewed an evaluation of this aligrunent in 1996 and determined that the Whittier Blvd. 
Crossing is not a significant resource. The other two modern bridges have been retrofitted following the 

1987 Whittier Narrows Earthquake and, therefore, the proposed project will have not adverse impact on 

the alignment. 



13. Condition: Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( X ) Deteriorated ( ) 

14. Alterations: Major retrofitting after 1987 

15. Surroundings (check more than one if necessary) 	Open Land ( ) Scattered Building ( ) 

Density Built-up ( ) Residential ( ) Industrial ( X ) 	Commercial ( ) Other: 

16. Threats to site: 

	

	None known ( ) Private Development ( ) Zoning ( ) Vandalism ( ) 

Public Works Project ( X ) Other: 

17. Is this structure: On its original site? ( X ) Moved? ( ) Unknown? ( ) 

18. Related features: Three bridge crossings (see attached) 

SIGNIFICANCE 

19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with 
the site): 

The railroad alignment was developed in the 1910s and 1920s to facilitate the significant commercial 
growth of the citrus industry, which collapsed shortly after the alignment was completed. The railroad 
ties, rails, and crossings have been altered, maintained, and/or replaced over the years and there is no 
evidence of the original materials remaining. The only resource predating 1960 is the bridge crossing on 
Whittier Boulevard and an evaluation of this bridge resulted in a determination that the feature is an 
insignificant resource that requires no additional studies. 

20. Main Theme of the historic resource: (If more than 
one is checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture ( ) Arts & Leisure ( ) 

Economic/Industrial ( X) Government ( ) 
Exploration/Settlement ( ) Military ( ) 
Religion ( ) Social/Educational ( ) 

21. Sources (List Books, documents, surveys, personal 
interviews, and their dates.) 

See NASR document (attached) 

22. Date form prepared: 	August 23, 2001 

See I-1PSR for location map. 

By: 
Organization: 
Address: 
City: 
Zip Code: 
Phone: 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
McKenna et al. 
6008 Friends Avenue 
Whittier, California 
90601-3724 
(562) 696-3852 
(562) 693-4059 FAX 



California Department of Transportation 
BRIDGE EVALUATION  FORM (to be attached to the HPSR) 
Note: This form is only to be used for structure types listed in the Caltrans/FHWA/SHPO 
Memorandum of Understanding Dated December 12, 1980. 

Location: 
	

Attach Map showing structure location. 

File: 	N.A. 	 Fed. No.: 	N.A. 

Road: Whittier Boulevard 
	

Location: Whittier 

at Union Pacific R-O-W 	Bridge Number: 	N.A. 

Description: 	Attach at least one side photo and one view of the deck along the outer 
line. 

Type (circle one): 	Temporary 	(Standard ) 	Culvert 

Type of superstructure:  Railroad Overpass - Concrete Structure w/  

Steel Railings (safety features) and Trestle- tracks intact  

History: 
	

Date of construction/designer:  Southern Pacific Railroad 

(now  Union Pacific Railroad); post WWII 

Other historical information (persons, events — e.g., WPA/CCC):  Crossings  

Over La Cuarta and Whittier Blvd. developed after boom of post  

WWII period; Standard concrete footings (no dates posted)  

Prepared by: 

Position: 

Date: 

Reviewed by: 
(Name/Title) 

Jeanette A. McKenna, McKenna et al., Whittier, CA 

Owner/Principal, McKenna et al.  

August 8, 2001  

Diane Kane, CALTRANS, District 7 Architectural Historian 

(McKenna et al 2/99) 



California Department of Transportation 
BRIDGE EVALUATION FORM to be attached to the HPSR 

Overview of bridge crossing at La Cuarta (adjacent to Whittier Blvd. Trestle crossing) 
illustrating refuse on abandoned track. (Facing South/Southeast) 

(McKenna et al 209) 
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California Department of Transportation 

BRIDGE EVALUATION FORM to be attached to the HPSR 

Overview of Trestle Crossing Whittier Blvd. (facing northwest). 

(McKenna et al. 2(99) 



California Department of Transportation 
BRIDGE EVALUATION FORM (to be attached to the HPSR) 

Note: This form is only to be used for structure types listed in the Caltrans/FHWA/SHPO 
Memorandum of Understanding Dated December 12, 1980. 

Location: Attach Map showing structure location. 

File: 	N.A. 	 Fed. No.: 	N.A.  

Road: Norwalk Boulevard 	 Location:  Whittier 

at Union Pacific R-O-W 	Bridge Number: 	N.A.  

 

Description: 	Attach at least one side photo and one view of the deck along the outer 
line. 

Type (circle one): 	Temporary 	(Standard ) 	Culvert 

Type of superstructure: 	Railroad Overpass - Concrete Structure w/  

Steel Railings (safety features) - tracks intact  

History: Date of construction/designer:  Southern Pacific Railroad  

(now Union Pacific Railroad); post WWII  

Other historical information (persons, events - e.g., WPA/CCC):  Crossing  

Over Norwalk Boulevard developed after boom of post WWII period:  

Standard construction over concrete footings (no dates posted)  

Prepared by: 	Jeanette A. McKenna, McKenna et al., Whittier, CA  

Position: 	Owner/Principal, McKenna et al.  

Date: 	 August 8, 2001 

Reviewed by: 	Diane Kane, CALTRANS, District 7 Architectural Historian 
(Name/Title) 

(McKenna et al 2)99) 


