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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 1.0 - Introduction 

1.1 Purpose and Scope of Initial Study 

This Initial Study analyzes the potential environmental impacts associated with the implementation 
of the proposed Whittier Greenway Trail (also referred to herein as the "Project"). The Greenway 
Trail, in its entirety, entails the acquisition of 5.18 miles of inactive Union Pacific railroad right-of
way, and the conversion of this right-of-way into a class I bike and pedestrian trail. 1-1i The proposed 
Project is consistent with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority's (LACMTA) 
"Southeast Area Bicycle Master Plan" as it applies to the City of Whittier. 1

-2i The City of Whittier 
directed the preparation of this Initial Study to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the 
proposed Project's construction and subsequent reuse. This Initial Study will address both State 
and local requirements implementing the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In addition, 
this Initial Study will be used to facilitate the environmental review that may be required pursuant 
to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

The proposed Project is considered a "project" under CEQA, and thus, is subject to the 
environmental review process. The City of Whittier is the Lead Agency for the proposed Project 
and will be responsible for overseeing its requisite environmental review. Section 21067 of CEQA 
defines a Lead Agency as the public agency that has the principal responsibility for carrying out or 
approving a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. 1

-
3i As part of the 

proposed Project's environmental review, the City has authorized the preparation of this Initial 
Study. The State of California, through CEQA, has provided local governments with specific 
guidance regarding the manner in which the environmental review process is to be implemented 
at the local level. The primary purpose of CEQA is to ensure that decision-makers and the public 
understand the environmental implications of a specific action or project. The purpose of this 
Initial Study is to ascertain whether or not the proposed bike and pedestrian trail will have the 
potential for significant adverse impacts on the environment due to its construction (short-term 
impacts) and subsequent operation (long-term impacts). 1

-
4

' The CEQA Guidelines state that the 
purposes of an Initial Study are: 

1. To provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to 
prepare an environmental impact report (EIR), mitigated negative declaration, or negative 
declaration for the proposed Project; 

2. To facilitate environmental assessment early in the design and development of the Project; 

3. To eliminate unnecessary EIRs; and, 

4. To determine the nature and extent of any new impacts associated with the proposed 
Project's construction and subsequent use.1-si 

1-1l A class I tra il refers to those bicycle and pedestrian trails that are constructed within a designated right-of-way, 
separate from streets. 

1•2i City of Whittier. Whittier Greenway Trail Project Description. 2001 . 

1-3) 

1-4) 

1-5) 

City of Whittier 

State of California . Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act. 1998. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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The acquisition of portions of the proposed right-of-way also involves Federal funding sources and, 
as a result, the Initial Study is being prepared to respond to those issues that may warrant 
consideration pursuant to NEPA. The California DepartmentofTransportation, has determined that 
the proposed Project meets the criteria for a categorical exclusion under NEPA. 

Responsible agencies and the public, through the circulation of this Initial Study and the Notice of 
Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (NOIA), are requested to review these documents 
and to forward any comments to the City of Whittier regarding the proposed Project and the 
findings contained herein. Comments and other information received by the City will be considered 
in any decision-making undertaken as part of the proposed Whittier Greenway Trail's approval and 
subsequent implementation. 

1.2 Organization and Format of Initial Study 

The format and structure of this Initial Study generally reflect that of the Initial Study Checklist, 
provided herein in Section 1.4. Following is an annotated outline summarizing the contents of this 
Initial Study: 

1. Section 1.0, Introduction, provides the procedural context surrounding this Initial Study's 
preparation and insight into its composition. This section also includes the Initial Study 
Checklist, with an issue-by-issue summary of potential impacts. 

2. Section 2.0, Project Description, provides an overview of the existing environmental setting 
of the railroad right-of-way that is proposed for conversion to recreational trail uses. This 
section also discusses the proposed physical and operational characteristics of the 
Greenway Trail. 

3. Section 3. 0, Environmental Analysis, contains an analysis of the proposed Project's potential 
impacts and describes the recommended mitigation. 

4. Section 4.0, Andings, indicates how the proposed bike and pedestrian trail might yield, or 
have the potential to yield, a significant effect upon one or more of the issue areas 
analyzed in this Initial Study. 

5. Section 5.0, List of References, identifies the references used in the preparation of this 
Initial Study. 

Although this Initial Study was prepared with consultant support, all analyses, conclusions, findings, 
and determinations made as part of its preparation fully represent the independent judgment and 
position of the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency. 

1.3 Disposition of this Initial Study 

Certain projects or actions undertaken by a Lead Agency (in this instance, the City of Whittier) may 
require oversight, approvals, or permits from other public agencies. Pursuant to Sections 15381 
and 15386 of the State CEQA Guidelines, these other agencies are referred to as Responsible 
Agencies and Trustee Agencies. 

Page 1-2 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 1.0 - Introduction 

Responsible and trustee agencies and other public agencies and/or entities who may use this Initial 
Study in decision-making or for informational purposes include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

1. Los Angeles County Department of Public Works; 

2. California Public Utilities Commission; 

3. California State Office of Historic Preservation; 

4. Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA); and, 

5. California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative 
Declaration 

Copies of this Initial Study and the Notice of 
Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration are 
available at. .. 

City of Whittier Civic Center 
13230 Penn Street 

Whittier, California 90602 
Agencies and parties wishing to comment on the 
Initial Study's findings are requested to forward 
their comments in writing to the City of Whittier 
within 30 days. 

Copies of this Initial Study will be forwarded to 
responsible agencies, trustee, and interested 
agencies; and the public for review and comment. 
A 30-day public review period will be provided to 
allow the aforementioned and other interested 
parties to comment on the proposed project and 
the findings of the Initial Study. Public hearings 
may also be conducted to consider the merits of 
the Whittier Greenway Trail and the findings of 
the Initial Study. 

1.4 Initial Study Checklist 

The environmental analysis in Section 3.0 of this Initial Study indicates that the proposed project 
will not result in any unmitigatable adverse impacts. For this reason, the City of Whittier has 
indicated that a Mitigated Negative Declaration will be prepared to analyze the potential impacts 
and ensure that the requisite mitigation has been sufficiently addressed in the Initial Study. The 
Initial Study Checklist on the following pages contains a summary of the findings of the 
environmental analysis. In addition, this Initial Study serves as the basis for the Categorical 
Exclusion that is being prepared pursuant to NEPA. 

City of Whittier Page 1-3 
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INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated 

3.2 LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? 0 0 

b) Conflict with an applicable land use plan, 0 0 
policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but 
not limited to, a general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat 0 0 
conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan? 

d) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland or 0 0 
Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared 
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

e) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural 0 0 
use, or a Williamson Act contract? 

f) Involve other changes in the existing 0 0 
environment that, due to their location or 
nature, may result in conversion of farmland 
to non-agricultural use? 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No 
Impact 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

3.3 POPULATION, HOUSING, AND EMPLOYMENT IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial growth in an area either 0 0 0 • directly or indirectly (e.g., through projects 
in an undeveloped area or extension of 
major infrastructure)? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing 0 0 0 • housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, 0 0 0 • necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated 

Section 1.0 - Introduction 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

3.4 EARTH AND GEOLOGY IMPACTS. Would the project result in or expose people to potential 
impacts involving: 

a) The risk of loss or death involving rupture of D D D • a known earthquake fault, as delineated on 
the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map, issued by the State 
Geologist for the area, or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault 
rupture? 

b) Substantial adverse effects, including the risk D D • D 
of loss, injury, or death involving strong 
seismic ground shaking or seismic-related 
ground-failure, including liquefaction? 

c) Substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? D D D • 
d) Location on a geologic unit or a soil that is D D D • unstable, or that would become unstable as 

a result of the project, and potentially result 
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

e) Location on expansive soil, as defined in D D D • Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994), creating substantial risks to life or 
property? 

f) Soils incapable of adequately supporting the D D D • use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of wastewater? 

g) Unique geologic or physical features? 0 0 • D 

3.5 HYDROLOGY AND WATER IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste D D D • discharge requirements? 

City of Whittier Page 1-5 
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b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 

j) 

Page 1-6 

Substantially deplete groundwater supplies 
or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge in such a way that would cause a 
net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of 
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the 
production rate of a pre-existing nearby well 
would drop to a level which would not 
support existing land uses or planned uses 
for which permits have been granted)? 

Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, 
in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or si ltation on- or off
site? 

Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, 
in a manner which would result in flooding 
on- or off-site? 

Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned storm water drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

Substantially degrade water quality? 

Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard 
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
other flood hazard delineation map? 

Place within a 100-year flood hazard area, 
structures which would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 

Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of flooding as a result of dam or levee 
failure? 

Result in inundation by seiche, tsunami, or 
mud flow? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

0 

0 

D 

0 

0 

0 

D 

No 
Impact 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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3.6 AIR QUALITY IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan? 

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air 
quality violation? 

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which 
the project region is in non-attainment under 
an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing 
em1ss1ons which exceed quantitative 
thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? 

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

f) Alter air movement, moisture, or 
temperature, or cause any change in 
climate? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated 

0 

D 

D 

D 

D 

0 
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Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

0 

0 

D 

• 
0 

0 

No 
Impact 

• 
• 

• 

D 

• 
• 

3.7 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES IMPACTS. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect: 

a) Either directly or through habitat D 0 0 • modifications, on any species identified as a 
candidate, sensitive, or special status species 
in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department 
of Fish and Game or U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

b) On any riparian habitat or other sensitive D D D • natural community identified in local or 
regional plans, policies, regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ? 

City of Whittier Page 1-7 
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3.8 

3.9 
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c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

On federally protected wetlands as defined 
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal 
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

In interfering substantially with the 
movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with 
established native resident or migratory life 
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife 
nursery sites? 

In conflicting with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance? 

By conflicting with the provisions of an 
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

MINERAL RESOURCES IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known D 
mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the state? 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally- D 
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan, or other land use plan? 

c) Conflict with adopted energy conservation D 
plans? 

d) Use non-renewable resources in a wasteful D 
and inefficient manner? 

RISK OF UPSET AND HUMAN HEAL TH. Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or D 
the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 
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Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 
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Impact 
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• 
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b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the envJronment or result in reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? 

Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile 
of an existing or proposed school? 

Be located on a site which is included on a 
list of hazardous material sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

Be located within an airport land use plan, or 
where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or a 
public use airport, would the project result in 
a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

With in the vicinity of a private airstrip, result 
in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

Impair implementation of, or physically 
interfere with, an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency response plan 
or emergency evacuation plan? 

Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving 
wildland fire, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are intermixed with wildlands? 

3.10 NOISE IMPACTS. Would the project result in: 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of 
noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other 
agencies? 

b) Exposure of people to or generation of 
excessive ground-borne noise levels? 
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3.11 

3.12 
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Potentially 
Potentially Significant Less Than 
Significant Unless Significant No 

Impact Mitigated Impact Impact 

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient 0 0 • D 
noise levels in the project vicinity above 
noise levels existing without the project? 

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase D 0 • D 
in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project? 

e) For a project located with an airport land use 0 0 • 0 
plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the 
project area to excessive noise levels? 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private 0 0 0 • airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

PUBLIC SERVICES IMPACTS. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, 
the construction of which would cause significant environmental impacts in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives in any of 
the following areas: 

a) Rre protection services? 0 0 D • 
b) Police protection services? 0 0 • D 

c) School services? 0 0 D • 
d) Other public facilities? 0 0 D • 
e) Other governmental services? 0 0 • D 

UTILITIES IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements 0 0 D • of the applicable Regional Water Quality 
Control Board? 

b) Require or result in the construction of new D D D • water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts? 
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I 
Potentially 

I 
Potentially Significant Less Than 
Significant Unless Significant No 

Impact Mitigated Impact Impact 

I 
c) Require or result in the construction of new 0 D • 0 

storm water drainage facilities or expansion 
of existing facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 

I effects? 

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to D D • 0 
serve the project from existing entitlements 

I and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 

I 
e) Result in a determination by the wastewater D D 0 • treatment provider which serves or may . 

serve the project, that it has inadequate 
capacity to serve the project's projected 

I 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

I 
f) Be served by a landfill with insufficient D D • D 

permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project's solid waste disposal needs? 

I 
g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes D D 0 • and regulations related to solid waste? 

h) Result in a need for new systems, or D D • 0 

I substantial alterations in power or natural 
gas facilities? 

I 
i) Result in a need for new systems, or D D 0 • substantial alterations in communication 

systems? 

I 3.13 AESTHETICS IMPACTS. Would the project: 

I 
a) Affect a scenic vista? D D 0 • 
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, D D D • including but not limited to, trees, rock 

I outcroppings, and historic buildings within a 
state scenic highway? 

I 
c) Create a new source of substantial light or 0 D • 0 

glare that would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

I 
I 
I 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

3.14 CULTURAL RESOURCES IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the D 
significance of a historical resource as 
defined in §15064.5? 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the D 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique D 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those D 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

e) Have the potential to cause a physical D 
change that would affect unique ethnic 
cultural values? 

f) Restrict existing religious or sacred uses D 
within the potential impact area? 

3.15 RECREATION IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood D 
and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

b) Affect existing recreational facilities or D 
require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment? 

Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

• 
• 
0 

D 

0 

0 

• 

0 

No 
Impact 

0 

0 

• 

• 
• 

• 

0 

• 

3.16 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC IMPACTS. Would the project: 

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is D D • 0 
substantial in relation to the existing traffic 
load and capacity of the street system (i.e., 
result in a substantial increase in either the 
number of vehicle trips, the volume to 
capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)? 
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b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a 
level of service standard established by the 
County congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways? 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to the 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible 
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

e) Result in inadequate parking capacity? 

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 
programs supporting alternative 
transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle 
racks)? 

g) Result in waterborne or air traffic impacts? 

h) Result in hazards or barriers for pedestrians 
or bicyclists? 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 2.0 - Project Description 

2.1 Project Location 

2.1.1 Regional Location 

The proposed "Project" involves the acquisition of an existing Union Pacific railroad line (referred 
to as the Anaheim Branch) and its conversion into a dedicated bicycle and pedestrian trail. The 
location of the existing railroad right-of-way being considered for conversion is located in the City 
of Whittier, in Los Angeles County. The City of Whittier is located in the easternmost portion of 
the County, approximately 14.7 miles east of downtown Los Angeles. The City of Whittier is 
bounded on the west by the Cities of Pico Rivera and Montebello, on the north by Hacienda Heights 
and unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County, on the east by the City of La Habra, and on 
the south by the City of Santa Fe Springs. The location of the City in a regional context is shown 
in Exhibit 2-1, provided at the end of this section. 

2.1.2 Project Location 

The proposed Whittier Greenway Trail commences at the intersection of the Anaheim Branch and 
Union Pacific Railroad's main line (referred to as the Whittier Junction), west of the San Gabriel 
Freeway (I-605), and generally parallels Whittier Boulevard (State Highway 72), a major arterial 
roadway. Traveling southeast, the right-of-way parallels another major arterial, Lambert Road. The 
railroad right-of-way terminates atthe intersection of the Anaheim Branch and the former Southern 
Pacific right-of-way (referred to as the Colima Junction), near the east side of Mills Avenue. The 
total length of the proposed trail is 5.18 miles. 

The northerly portion of the proposed Whittier Greenway Trail (north of the "five points" 
intersection; the intersection of Whittier and Washington Boulevards) is located to the northeast 
of Whittier Boulevard. The southerly half of the Trail (south of the "five points" intersection) is 
located to the south of Whittier Boulevard. This latter segment parallels Lambert Road on the 
north side. A vicinity map showing the location of the proposed Project is provided in Exhibit 2-2. 

2.2 Need for Proposed Project 

Severe deficiencies in the number of available bicycle and pedestrian routes exist not only within 
Whittier, but within the entire southeast area region of Los Angeles County. The Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) initiated a long-term planning effort to 
address these existing deficiencies. This planning effort culminated in the LACMTA's Southeast 
Area Bicycle Master Plan. The Master Plan states that "the existing bicycle network in the Southeast 
Area is generally discontinuous." The City of Whittier also concurs with this conclusion, and 
therefore, has determined that the implementation of the proposed Greenway Trail Project will 
further those goals of "developing a coordinated, connected and regionally significant bikeway." 

The proposed Greenway Trail, if approved, will provide a direct route from Whittier's westernmost 
corporate boundaries to its eastern border (which also corresponds to the Los Angeles County and 
Orange County boundary). No other bike and pedestrian pathway currently bridges the two 
counties in the southeast area of the larger Los Angeles metropolitan area. The proposed Project, 
if approved, would provide an important link to the San Gabriel River and Los Angeles/Rio Hondo 
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River Trails (LARI0) 2
-
1
' A linkage to the San Gabriel River Trail will be provided at the northernmost 

point of the proposed Greenway Trail alignment, near the I-605 Freeway. Continuing easterly 
along Lambert Road, the proposed trail will provide a connection to Beach Boulevard and Imperial 
Highway. The proposed trail, at this location, will connect to the northernmost entrance of the 
Coyote Creek Trail. The existing bikeway trail system within Orange County also facilitates an 
eventual link to the Santa Ana River Trail. The Greenway Trail also implements the Southeast Area 
Bicycle Master Plan. The proposed Project will serve as a viable link to the Coyote Creek Trail. 

Given the proposed Project's potential linkages with the San Gabriel River, I.ARIO, Coyote Creek, 
and Santa Ana River Trails, regional bicycle accessibility will be greatly enhanced. The conversion 
of the 5.18-mile railroad right-of-way will have the potential of completing a system that will 
ultimately connect to 35 cities and over 70 miles of class I routes in Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties. The proposed Project, as previously described, would also promote the use of alternative 
forms of transportation for commuter trips throughout the region. 

2.3 Project Description 

2.3.1 Overview of the Proposed Project 

The City of Whittier is proposing to create a inter-modal link between Los Angeles and Orange 
counties through the implementation of the Whittier Greenway Trail project. 2

•
2> The City envisions 

the enhancement of both bicycle and pedestrian movement in and around the Whittier area, 
through connections the proposed trail will provide with the San Gabriel River and Los Angeles 
River/Upper Rio Hondo Trails, as well as portions of north Orange County and its existing bikeway 
network. 

The City of Whittier is contemplating the acquisition of the 5.18-mile, Union Pacific Railroad right
of-way, completing Phase I of the Whittier Greenway Trail project. The 5.18-mile long right-of-way 
will be converted into a class I bike and pedestrian trail consistent with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority's Southeast Area Bicycle Master Plan. The Project will create a bi-County 
link that will provide a direct route from Whittier's western corporate boundaries to its eastern 
border. 2·

3> 

The Whittier Greenway Trail project will provide connections to the class II pathway along Pioneer 
and Beverly Boulevard and three of the more significant class I pathways in the region. The trail 
potentially will link with the San Gabriel River and I.ARIO Trails. Traveling easterly along Lambert 
Road, the trail would ultimately connect to Beach Boulevard and Imperial Highway (the future 
north entrance to Coyote Creek Trail). 2

•
4
> These existing class I trails will connect the Whittier 

Greenway Trail to approximately 35 cities and more than 70 miles of class I trails in Orange and 

2-1> LARIO is an acronym for the Los Angeles River and Rio Hondo River trails. 

2-2) 

2-3) 

2-4) 
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City of Whittier. Whittier Greenway Trail. January 2000. 

Ibid. 

City of Whittier. Whittier Greenway Trail. January 2000. 
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Los Angeles Counties. Furthermore, the proposed Whittier Greenway Trail will be accessible to 
major activity centers, residential neighborhoods, and local and regional public transportation 
systems, either directly or through the existing class II or III bike lane network within the City of 
Whittier. Exhibit 2-3 illustrates the proposed Whittier Greenway Trail connection between the Los 
Angeles and Orange County Bike Trails. 

2.3.2 Design Characteristics 

References to the Greenway Trail's design characteristics in this Section 2.3.2, and elsewhere in 
this Initial Study, are based on the City's preliminary conceptual designs; final designs may vary 
from the preliminary designs. 

The proposed Whittier Greenway Trail will be designed primarily as a class I bikeway. This type 
of facility provides a physical separation of automobiles and cyclists (except at those locations 
where the trail crosses roadways). The proposed trail will consist of two paths, each designated 
for a specific use. One path will be reserved for pedestrian use only and will be covered in soil. 
The second path, for use by both pedestrians and bicycles, will be improved with an asphalt 
surface. 

A landscaped easement will separate the two paths. Two additional easements will be located on 
the outside of the trails, creating an additional landscape area. Block walls will be constructed 
adjacent to the outer easements to separate the trail from adjacent development. The landscaping 
will consist of grass turf planted with trees and bushes. The major trail and street intersections 
will be improved and will have special safety features installed by the City. Conceptual cross
sections illustrating the design of the Whittier Greenway Trail are provided in Exhibits 2-4 through 
2-5. Key segments of the proposed trail are described below. 

1. Colima Junction (near Mills A venue) to Gunn A venue. Within this segment of the proposed 
trail, railroad materials have been already been removed, leaving a surface condition 
consisting of ballast and exposed earth. Small commercial buildings and parking lots abut 
the remainder of the southern edge of the right-of-way, up to Gunn Avenue. The northern 
side of the route is abutted by the rear yards of single-family residences. Separation walls 
and fences vary in type and quality (a typical condition). Existing vegetation, including trees 
and shrubs, is moderately dense along the north side of the right-of-way. 

2. Gunn Avenue to Calmada Avenue. Existing conditions within this trail segment continue 
from the previous section, except that railroad ties and rails are present. Vegetation, as 
before, grows at a medium density on the northerly side of the right-of-way, while the rear 
walls of businesses and parking abut the route along the southern side. The roadbed is 
raised slightly above the surrounding grade. 

3. Calmada Avenue to Laurel Avenue. Existing surface conditions continue as before, except 
that the railroad trackage is fully intact within this segment. A continuous screen of 
oleander planting is found along the southerly side of the right-of-way. Landscaping 
continues to be of medium density along the northern side of the right-of-way. Two catch 
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basins are located along the northern side of the route near Calmada Avenue. Further 
west, a large flood control channel is located under the right-of-way. 

4. Laurel Avenue to Painter Avenue. Existing surface conditions within this segment are 
similar to those found in the previous segment with vegetation along the northern edge 
increasing in density. The right-of-way grade rises 2 to 3 feet above surrounding grade, 
with moderately steep slopes on both sides. As with previous sections, commercial uses 
abut the route along the southern side, with residential uses located to the north. 

5. Painter Avenue to Greenleaf Avenue. Conditions continue as before. Residential uses abut 
both sides of the route. Vegetation is of medium density. 

6. Greenleaf Avenue to Whittier Boulevard. This segment is characterized by railroad track 
ballast transitioning to exposed earth and patchy weed and grass areas. Vegetation, 
including high, dense shrubbery and mature trees, are found within this segment. The 
roadbed grade gradually rises from level grade at Greenleaf Avenue to approximately 15 
feet to meet the Whittier Boulevard bridge, and drops off steeply on both sides as it rises. 
The roadbed surface of the bridge is deteriorated, and long sections of the bridge lack 
railing. Adjacent land uses consist of residential (east end) and industrial/heavy commercial 
(near the aforementioned bridge). 

7. Whittier Boulevard to Mar Vista Street Proceeding northwest, the railroad bed gradually 
descends for a distance of approximately 500 feet from a height of 15 feet at the Pickering 
Avenue bridge to street grade. As with the previous segment, steep drop-offs occur along 
both sides of the raised railroad bed. Vegetation is minimal along this section, however, and 
oleander hedges extend for 800 feet along the westerly side of the right-of-way, beginning 
at Pickering Avenue, as a visual buffer. Visible infrastructure along the right-of-way includes 
a traffic control box and a small concrete vault of unknown purpose at approximately 500-
and 800-foot distances west of Pickering Avenue, respectively. Typical railroad 
infrastructure is situated at the Mar Vista Street crossing. Residential uses abut the easterly 
side of the right-of-way, west of Pickering with land uses transitioning to manufacturing just 
north of Pacific Avenue. A used car dealership occupies the southeast corner of Mar Vista 
Street and Whittier Boulevard. 

8. Mar Vista Avenue to Ph!ladelphia Street. This is the most industrialized segment of the 
right-of-way, as it is flanked by industrial and heavy commercial uses along its entire 
length. Vegetation continues to be sparse, with the exception of the portion beginning at 
Penn Street and extending north approximately 800 feet. At this point, trees and shrubs 
grow wild in patches large enough to be used for shelter by homeless persons. Surface 
conditions are typical, with ballast giving way to exposed earth and patches of weeds and 
grass. 

9. Philadelphia Street to Hadley Street. Less intense service commercial and industrial uses 
abut the railroad as it progresses north and west from Philadelphia Street. Vegetation is 
moderately dense at the edges of the right-of-way, with large sections of exposed dirt and 
ballast at the center. Philadelphia Street, Bailey Street, and Hadley Street are all at-grade 
crossings with moderately heavy traffic. Border fencing is generally in good condition and 
of durable materials. 
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10. Hadley Street to Broadway Street. Surface conditions continue to be characterized by 
exposed earth and ballast, with vegetation consisting mainly of grassy areas at the fringes 
of the right-of-way abutted by commercial users. West of Magnolia Avenue, nearby land 
uses transition from commercial to single-family residential, and vegetation becomes 
moderately dense. As with previous residential areas, fencing materials diminish in quality 
and consistency. 

11. Broadway Avenue to Palm Avenue. Conditions within this segment reflect those of the 
previous segment. An elementary school abuts the northern side of this route segment. 

12. Palm Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard. This part of the route passes through Palm Park, 
gradually ascending to meet the Norwalk Boulevard bridge, where the ground slopes 
steeply downward for 15 feet to meet El Rancho Drive to the west and the rear property 
lines of abutting residences to the east. The route is generally clear of vegetation as it 
passes through the park, but vegetation intensifies on the route as the railroad approaches 
the bridge. A catch basin is located on the east side of the right-of-way where the park 
meets the residences to the north. An asphalt path traverses the route connecting the two 
halves of Palm Park. 

13. Norwalk Boulevard to Whittier Junction. Vegetation is dense to moderately dense as the 
railroad bed gradually descends from the Norwalk Boulevard bridge grade northwesterly 
toward Beverly /Pioneer Boulevard. Surface conditions and border fencing are typical. West 
of Pioneer Boulevard, the route is initially clear of vegetation, but wild growth becomes 
very dense approaching the bridge over the I -605 Freeway. 

The City of Whittier intends to upgrade crossings with safety improvements to ensure safe 
interaction between vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians. Once these safety measures are 
implemented within the Whittier Greenway Trail, the bikeway and pedestrian path would contain 
no land use that wi ll be detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the surrounding 
community. The proposed improvements are indicated in Table 2-1. 

Table 2-1 
Proposed Safety Improvements 

Intersection Proposed Improvements 

Beverly/Pioneer Boulevard south of Orange Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Grove 

Whittier Junction Interchange Protect bicycle path at grade-crossing tracks 

Norwalk Boulevard Reconstruct bridge deck 

Palm Avenue at Howard Street Establish 3-way stop controls at intersection 

Hadley Street at Hoover Avenue Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Magnolia Avenue at Camilla Street Establish 3-way stop controls at intersection 

Bailey Street at Gregory Avenue Establish 4-way stop controls at intersection 

City of Whittier Page 2-S 



Section 2.0 - Project Description Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

Table 2-1 
Proposed Safety Improvements 

Intersection Proposed Improvements 

Penn Street at Union Avenue Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Mar Vista Street at Whittier Boulevard Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Pickering Avenue at Whittier Boulevard Reconstruct bridge deck, add guard rails, and 

grade drop-off's around the bridges. 

Greenleaf Avenue at Putnam Street Install bicycle/ pedestrian traffic signal 

Painter Avenue at Dittmar Street Install bicycle/ pedestrian traffic signal 

Lambert Road at Laurel Drive Modify existing traffic signal controllers 

Calmada Avenue at Gunn Avenue Modify existing traffic signal controllers 

Source: City of Whittier, 2001. 

2.3.3 Construction and Phasing 

The initial phases of site development will involve the removal of the existing railroad 
improvements to accommodate the development envisioned as part of the proposed project. The 
activities associated with the proposed project's implementation include the following: 

1. Demolition of the existing Union Pacific Railroad trackage; 

2. Site grading and preparation; and, 

3. Installation of the proposed improvements within the 5.18-mile trail. 

The proposed Project will be implemented in two phases: Phase I, consisting of right-of-way 
acquisition, and Phase II, involving Project design and construction. The tentative schedule of 
activities include the following: 

1. Right-of-way acquisition - May 2001 to October 2001; 

2. Final engineering design - February 2002; 

3. Start of construction - July 2002; and, 

4. Project completion - January 2003. 

In the Planning and Feasibility Study, City staff will explore design standards and meet with local 
citizen groups and potential trail users to design a trail that meets the needs of the community. In 
the preliminary engineering stage, plans were prepared and designs were analyzed. 
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2.4 Overview of the Environmental Setting 

Land uses in the vicinity of the proposed Greenway Trail include residential, commercial/industrial, 
and institutional land uses in the City of Whittier. The 5.18-mile inactive railroad right-of-way 
extends through the core of the City, connecting with a number of major activity centers. As 
indicated previously, the northerly half of the Whittier Greenway Trail is located between Whittier 
Junction, near the I-605 Freeway, and the Washington/Whittier Boulevard intersection (the "five 
points"), and the southern half is located between the Washington/Whittier Boulevard intersection 
and Colima Road. Significant land uses located relatively close to the proposed Whittier Greenway 
Trail site include the following: 

1. Whittier Marketplace, located approximately 500 feet to the west of the northern half of the 
trail; 

2. Kaiser Permanente, located approximately 400 feet to the west of the northern half of the 
trail; 

3. Leggett and Platt Manufacturing, located approximately 400 feet to the southwest of the 
northern half of the trail; 

4. Palm Park, located adjacent to the northwest portion of the trail; 

5. Whittier High School, located approximately 200 feet to the east of the northern half of the 
trail; 

6. Longfellow Elementary School, located approximately 100 feet to the east of the northern 
half of the trail; 

7. Dexter Middle School, located approximately 100 feet to the northeast of the northern half 
of the trail; and, 

8. Laurel Elementary School, located approximately 100 feet to the southwest of the southern 
half of the trail. 

Surrounding land uses and development are discussed in greater detail in Section 3.2 herein. 

2.5 Objectives And Discretionary Actions 

2.5.1 Project Objectives 

In approving or denying this project, the City of Whittier is required to make specific findings. 
These findings must also consider the objectives the City seeks to accomplish as part of the 
proposed Project's implementation. For the Whittier Greenway Trail, the City seeks to accomplish 
the following objectives: 

1. To develop a bi-county connection through existing and future bikeway systems; 

City of Whittier Page 2-7 
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2. To develop an unrivaled loop for existing Los Angeles class I bikeways; 

3. To develop a viable, utilitarian, and environmentally sensitive alternative to motorized 
travel; 

4. To develop a safe, direct bikeway route close to major activity centers and existing transit 
routes and/or facilities; 

5. To ensure that the Project conforms to the City of Whittier General Plan; and, 

6. To minimize or otherwise eliminate potential significant adverse environmental impacts 
associated with the proposed Project's construction and subsequent operation. 

2.5.2 Discretionary Actions 

A discretionary decision is an action taken by a government agency (for this project, the 
government agencies are the Whittier City Council and Planning Commission) that calls for an 
exercise of judgment in deciding whether to approve a project. The following discretionary actions 
will be considered as part of the proposed project's approval: 

1. The approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the proposed Project 
pursuant to CEQA; and, 

2. The approval of the Categorical Exclusion prepared for the proposed Project pursuant to 
NEPA. 
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Regional Location of the City of Whittier 
Source: Blodgett/Baylosis Associates, 2001 
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City of Brea Bike Routes Plan 
City of Plaoentia e·kevr.iys Master Plan 
City of La Habra Bike Routes Plan 
Orange County Bikewa.ys Pian 
Los Angeles County Bike Map 

DUARTI:: 

Section 2.0 - Project Description 

•••• Existing Bike Trail (Class 1} 

• • • • • • • • • Existing Bike Routes 

- •• - •• - Coyote Creek Trail Extension 
(Currently Funded Projet) 

Proposed Whittier Greenway Trail 

To Santa 
Ana Canyon 

NORTH 
Not To Seate 

LOS ANGELES/ORANGE COUNTIES BIKE TRAILS 

Exhibit 2-3 
Regional Location of Existing and Proposed Bike Trails 

Source: City of Whittier, 2001. 
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JOGGING TRAL 

easement easement easement 

condlttons vary conditions vary conditions vary 

MULTI-PURPOSE TRAILS 

Exhibit 2 .. 4 
Site Plan and Elevation 

So1,.1r~e: Purk15$ ro•e-r-$1, 2()01 
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Exhibit 2-5 
Rendered Illustration 

Source: Purkiss rose-rsi, 2001 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

3.1 Scope of Analysis 

This section of the Initial Study analyzes the potential environmental impacts that may result from 
the construction and subsequent operation of the proposed Whittier Greenway Trail. The issue 
areas evaluated in this Initial Study include the following: land use and development; population 
and housing; earth and geolog~· water and hydrolog~· air quality; biological resources; energy and 
mineral resources; risk of upset and human health impacts; noise; public services; utilities; 
aesthetics; cultural resources; recreation; and transportation and circulation. 

Under each issue area, a description of the thresholds of significance is provided. These thresholds 
assist the City in making a determination as to whether there is a potential for significant or 
adverse changes to the environment. For the evaluation of potential impacts, the questions in the 
Initial Study Checklist are re-stated, and an answer is provided according to the analysis 
undertaken as part of the Initial Study's preparation. To each question, there are four possible 
responses: 

No Impact. The proposed Greenway Trail will not have any measurable impact on the 
environment, and no further analysis is required. 

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Greenway Trail may have the potential for 
impacting the environment, although these impacts are likely to be below levels or 
thresholds that the City of Whittier or other responsible agencies consider to be significant. 
For certain issues, however, mitigation measures have been recommended to further 
reduce an identified impact. 

Potentially Significant Impact The proposed Greenway Trail may have the potential to 
generate effects which the City of Whittier considers to represent a significant impact on 
the environment. However, mitigation measures that will be effective in reducing impacts 
to levels that are less than significant have been recommended. 

Significant Adverse Impact. The proposed Greenway Trail may, or is known to, represent 
impacts that are considered significant, and additional analysis is required to identify 
mitigation measures. 

The City, through the preparation of th is Initial Study, has determined that no significant adverse 
unmitigatable impacts would occur with the proposed Greenway Trail's acquisition and operation. 
An explanation of the response is provided for each issue evaluated. The sources of information 
used in the analysis are identified using footnotes. 

3.2 Land Use and Development Impacts 

3.2.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on land use and development if it results in any of the following: 

A. The disruption or division of the physical arrangement of an established community; 
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Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

B. A conflict with an applicable land use plan, pol icy, or regulation of the agency with 
jurisdiction over the project; 

C. A conflict with any applicable conservation plan or natural community conservation plan; 

D. The conversion of prime fa rmland, unique farmland, or farm land of statewide importance; 

E. A confl ict with existing zoning for agricultura l use, or a Williamson Act contract; or, 

F. Changes to the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, may resu lt in 
the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. 

3.2.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project physically divide an established community? No Impact 

The proposed action involves the construction of a pedestrian and class I bike trail on an existing 
Union Pacific railroad right-of-way located within the City of Whittier. The proposed Greenway Tra il 
is located in the northwest corner of the City of Whittier, near the San Gabriel River Freeway (I-
605) and parallel to Whittier Boulevard. The area that is to be used for the Greenway Trai l was 
previously used as a railroad right-of-way, and is designated low-density residential and general 
industrial in the City of Whittier General Plan, reflecting the most restrictive contiguous zoning 
classifications. 3-

1
> These land use designations were applied to the right-of-way due to the presence 

of the residential neighborhoods along various segments of the right-of-way. 

Access to the proposed trai l will be provided at various locations along the length of the trai l with 
tra il openings provided at those locations where the right-of-way crosses local and collector streets. 
The Trail will also be accessible from arterial roadways including Painter Avenue and Lambert Road 
at the northern end of the trail and Mills Avenue at the southern end. However, the proposed 
Project will be generally confined to the existing right-of-way occupied by the Union Pacific 
Ra il road . Thus, the proposed action wi ll not divide an establ ished or planned residential 
community. 

As indicated above, the proposed Greenway Trail would not impact (divide or cause displacement) 
any of the establ ished residential neighborhoods. As a result, no impacts upon this issue will result 
from the proposed Greenway Trail. 

B. Would the project conflict with an applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency 
with jurisdiction over the project (including but not limited to, a general plan, specific plan, local 
coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? No Impact. 

Most of the proposed Greenway Trail is designated low-density residential and genera l industrial 
in the City of Whittier General Plan. This land use designation permits the operation of a variety 

3-1) City of Whittier, Whittier General Plan Land Use and Zone Classifications Map, 2000. 

Page 3-2 City of Whittier 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

of recreational and institutional uses, including the proposed use. 3
·
2

) No General Plan Amendment 
will be required to accommodate the proposed Greenway Trail project. The land use zoning 
designation for the proposed Greenway Trail is as follows: 

1. Pioneer Boulevard to Camilla Street. This segment of the proposed project is zoned 
single family residential-planning development overlay (R-l(PD)). 

2. Camilla Street to 400 feet southeasterly of Whittier Boulevard. The zoning for this 
segment of the trail is T-zoning (Transitional Zone). 3

•
3
) 

3. 400 feet southeasterly of Whittier Boulevard to Mt/ls Avenue. This segment of the 
proposed project is zoned Single family residential -planned development overlay (R
l(PD)). 

4. Whittier Junction (near the 1-605 Freeway) to Pioneer. This segment of the proposed 
project is zoned multiple family residential( R-3). 

The PD and Transitional Zoning Classifications require either a precise plan or a conditional use 
permit, respectively, for private development of any parcel of former railroad right-of-way. The 
City is exempt from this provision, per Section 18.04.030 of the Whittier Municipal Code. 

The Whittier General Plan specifies various objectives regarding the encouragement of bicycle 
usage as an alternate form of transportation. The following policies appear in the Land Use 
Element of the General Plan: 

Policy 6.3 Promote the conversion of both active and abandoned 
railroad right-of-way to multi-use trails, greenbelts and 
other recreation open space uses, where appropriate. 

The following policies appear in the Environmental Resources Management and Transportation 
Element of the General Plan: 

Policy 4.3 Pursue the acquisition of linear park space along existing 
railroad rights-of-way for use as bicycle paths, walking 
paths and equestrian trails. 

Policy 5.14 Wherever feasible, provide recreational improvement in 
conjunction with existing facilities that have other 
primary purposes, such as flood control or abandoned 
railroad rights-of-way. 

There are a number of environmental plans that are applicable to the City, including the Regional 
Comprehensive Plan, the Congestion Management Plan, Air Quality Management Plan, and the 
MT A's Southwest Area Bicycle Master Plan . The applicability of these plans is discussed under the 

3
·
2l City of Whittier. General Plan Land Use Element 1990. 

3· 3) City of Whittier. General Plan Land Use Element 1990. 
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plans' respective issue areas (air quality, traffic/ circulation, etc.). Because of these and the other 
aforementioned factors, no significant adverse impacts on adopted environmental plans are 
anticipated. 

C Will the project conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan? No Impact. 

The Greenway Trail right-of-way is located in an inactive railroad right-of-way that is currently 
owned by Union Pacific Railroad. Development is located adjacent to the trail, in its entirety. 
There are no areas within the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way that are subject to habitat 
conservation plans or natural community conservation plans. As a result, no impacts on the 
aforementioned plans will occur with the construction of the Greenway Trail. 

D. Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance/ as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agenc~ to non-agricultural use? No Impact. 

No permanent agricultural activities are located within the proposed Greenway Trail or in the 
vicinity. Furthermore, the City of Whittier General Plan does not include any agricultural land use 
designation. No lands within the City are designated as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance. 3

-
4> The proposed Greenway Trail will not impact any land so 

designated or other uses related to agricultural production. As a result, no impacts on these soil 
re?ources will result from the proposed Greenway Trail. 

£ Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use/ or a Williamson Act 
contract? No Impact. 

No agricultural activities are located within the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way, nor does the 
City of Whittier General Plan include any agricultural land use designation.J-S> No land included 
with in the proposed bikeway is under a Williamson Act contract. 3

-
6
> As a result, no impacts on 

existing or future agricultural activities will result from the proposed Greenway Trail's subsequent 
implementation. 

F. Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment tha~ due to their location 
or nature/ may result in conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use? No Impact. 

No agricultural activities or farmland uses are located with in the Greenway Trail, nor does the City 
of Whittier General Plan contain any agricultural land use designation.J-7> The proposed project, the 
conversion of the existing Union Pacific railroad right-of-way to a bicycle/pedestrian trail, will not 
result in the conversion of any existing farmland to urban uses, since the site was previously used 

3-4) 

3-5) 

J-6) 

J-7) 

Page 3-4 

State of Cal ifornia Department of Conservation. Farmland Conversion Report Publication 98-01. 1998. 

Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 

The Will iamson Act provides for a reduction in property tax rates if the subject of the tax is in agricultural 
production. 

The General Plan contains a Public/Quasi-Public designation that appl ies to utility easements. 
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as a railroad right-of-way. As a result, no farmland conversion impacts will result from the 
proposed Greenway Trail. 

3.2.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in any 
significant adverse impacts upon land use and development. As a result, no mitigation is required 
or recommended at this time. 

3.3 Population and Housing Impacts 

3.3.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on housing and population if it results in any of the following: 

A. A substantial growth in the population within an area, either directly or indirectly related 
to a project; 

B. The displacement of a substantial number of existing housing units, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing; or 

C. The displacement of substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing. 

3.3.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly or indirectly 
(e.g., through projects in an undeveloped area or extension of major infrastructure)? No 
Impact. 

The California Department of Finance (DOF) estimated the City's population in January 2000 to be 
86, 152 persons. The most recent year 2000 census places the City's population at 83,680 persons. 
According to the State Department of Finance, there are 29,224 housing units located in the City. 3-5i 

There are no dwelling units located on, or persons residing within, the existing railroad right-of-way 
that is proposed for the Greenway Trail. According to 1997 estimates developed by Southern 
California Association of Governments (SCAG), there were 30,205 jobs in the City. The 
unemployment rate as of January 2001 was 3.0%, compared to 4.6% for Los Angeles County for 
the same period. 3

-
9
> 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not result in any additional long term employment, since its use 
will be limited pedestrians and bicyclists. Limited new infrastructure will be required to serve the 
proposed Greenway Trail. This infrastructure may include water lines for landscaping. Given the 

3-5i California Department of Finance. Population and Housing Estimates. Report E-5. January 2000. 

B> State of Cal ifornia Employment Development Department. Labor Force Data for Sub-county Areas. 2001. 
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nature of the proposed use, and the extent of the surrounding development, no growth-inducing 
impacts are anticipated. 

B. Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? No Impact. 

The Greenway Trail wi ll not displace any existing housing units. There are no residential units 
located with in the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way. 3

-
10> No residential development is 

contemplated within the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way under the existing General Plan and 
Zoning designations. 3

-
11> As a result, no adverse impacts related to existing or potential housing 

displacement wi ll result from the proposed Greenway Trail. 

C. Would the project displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? No Impact. 

There are no housing units located in the Union Pacific railroad right-of-way. 3
-
12> No housing or 

business displacement impacts are associated with the construction of the proposed Greenway 
Trai l. As a result, no relocation or replacement of existing housing units wil l be necessary, and no 
impacts wi ll occur with the proposed action's implementation. 

3.3.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not resu lt in any 
significant adverse population and housing impacts. As a result, no mitigation is required or 
recommended at this time. 

3.4 Earth and Geology Impacts 

3.4.1 Thresholds of Significance 

Accord ing to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse environmental impact on the environment if it results in the following: 

A. The exposure of people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, or death related to fau lt rupture from a known earthquake fault; 

B. The exposure of people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving strong seismic ground shaking or seismic-related 
ground failure, including liquefaction; 

C. Substantial soil erosion resu lting in the loss of topsoi l; 

3-10) 

3-11) 

3·12) 
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Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 

Ci ty of Whittier. Zoning Map, as amended. 2000. 

Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 
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D. Locating a project within a geologic or soils unit that is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project, potentially resulting in on-site or off-site landslides, 
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse; 

E. Locating on an expansive soil, creating substantial risks to life or property; 

F. Locating a project on soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal 
of wastewater; or, 

G. The exposure of people to potential impacts, including unique geologic or physical features. 

3.4.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project result in or expose people to potential impacts_, including the risk of loss or 
death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area, or based on 
other substantial evidence of a known fault rupture? No Impact. 

A computer-aided search of the known active and potentially active faults within a 62-mile (100-
kilometer) radius of the right-of-way was performed. Available literature was also researched to 
assess the maximum earthquakes expected to be generated on each fault. Table 3-1 summarizes 
these parameters for six of the thirty-one known active and potentially active faults within the 
searched radius of the right-of-way that will have the greatest impact upon the site. Selection of 
the faults was based on their proximity to the right-of-way and their potential to generate strong 
ground motion on-site. This table does not identify the probability of reactivation or the on-site 
effects from earthquakes occurring on any of the other faults in the region. The closest mapped 
fault to the right-of-way is the Whittier-Elsinore fau lt, located approximately 1 mile south of the 
site. 3· 13> 

Table 3-1 
Faults in the Surrounding Region 

Fault Distance To Site 
Maximum Event 

(Moment Magnitude)* 

Whittier-Elsinore 1 mile (NE) 7.0 

San Andreas 36 miles (N) 7.0 

Sierra Madre 13 miles (NE) 7.0 

Newport-Inglewood 14 miles (SW) 7.0 

Norwalk 2 miles (S) 5.0 

Palos Verdes 19 miles (SW) 7.0 

Source : Department of Mines and Geology, Tiger Maps, 2000. 

3•13> This fault is currently unrated and may be potentially active. The right-of-way is located on the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) Anaheim, Cali fornia 7-112' Quadrangle Map, at Latitude 33.8466°N and Longitude 
117.9259°W, approximately 146 feet above Mean Sea Level (MSL) . 
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Major faults in the region include the 
Whittier/Elsinore, Norwalk, Newport/Inglewood, 
Norwalk, Sierra Madre, Palos Verdes, and San 
Andreas faults (refer to Exhibit 3-3, provided at the 
end of Section 3.0). 3

•
14i The project area is located 

just south of the potential Alquist-Priolo Special 
Studies Zone applicable to the Whittier/Elsinore 
Fault. The Workman Hill Fault is located just north 
of the Whittier fault trace. According to the Los 
Angeles County Safety Element, no other known or 
suspected active fault traces pass through or are 
located near Greenway Trail. There are no other 
designated Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones 
found within the City. 3

•
15i The level of risk within the 

project area is no greater than that anticipated for 
the region. As a result, no impacts related to fault 
rupture are anticipated. 

The proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is, and 
will continue to be, subject to groundshaking 
hazards associated with earthquakes in the region. 
The level of risk at the proposed Greenway Trail 
right-of-way is no greater than that anticipated for 
the region. In addition, there are no fault rupture 
hazards associated with the proposed Greenway 
Trail, since no active fault traces are known or 
suspected to traverse Greenway Trail. 3-

15
i 

In October 1987, a 6.1 earthquake occurred along 
a hidden blind thrust fault located in the vicinity of 
the Whittier Narrows. The epicenter of the 1987 

I 
II 

Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

The Mercalli Scale 

Tremor not felt 
Tremor felt by persons at rest or in upper floors 
of a building. 

III Tremor felt indoors, vibrations feel like a light 

IV 

v 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

x 

XI 

XII 

truck passing by; may not be recognized as an 
earthquake; hanging objects swing. 
Hanging objects swing; vibrations similar to a 
heavy truck; parked cars rock, windows rattle; 
some cracks in wooden walls and frames. 
Earthquake felt outdoors; small unstable 
objects are displaced or upset; doors swing. 
Earthquake felt by everyone; windows, dishes, 
and glassware are broken. Knick-knacks and 
books fall off shelves; pictures fall off walls, 
cracking in weak plaster and masonry 
structures. 
Steering of motor cars is affected; partial 
collapse of masonry structures; failure of stucco 
and some masonry walls; twisting and falling of 
chimneys; frame structures may shift. 
Damage slight in specially designed structures, 
though significant in unreinforced buildings. 
Masonry structures destroyed or heavily 
damaged; damage to foundations; underground 
pipes are broken; conspicuous cracks in ground. 
Most masonry and frame structures are 
destroyed; most foundations, serious damage to 
dams, dikes, and embankments; underground 
pipelines are seriously damaged; large 
landslides. 
Underground pipelines completely out of 
service; widespread ground disturbances; 
severe damage to wood-frame structures. 
Damage is nearly total for unreinforced buildings 
and structures. 

earthquake was in close proxim ity to Greenway Trai1. 3
•
11

i The proposed project does not involve the 
construction of any new buildings or permanent structures. As a result, no fault rupture impacts 
are anticipated with the proposed Greenway Trail. 

8. Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including 
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving strong seismic ground shaking or seismic-related 
ground failure, including liquefaction? Less Than Significant Impact. 

According to the United States Geological Survey, the Greenway Trail is not unique in terms of 
ground motion. The Greenway Trail right-of-way, along with the bridges located along the 

3-14) 

3-15) 

3-16) 

3-17) 
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Leighton & Associates. Los Angeles County Safety Element Technical Appendix. 1990. 

California Division of Mines and Geology. Seismic Risk Assessment. 1998. 

Ibid. 

California Division of Mines and Geology. Seismic Risk Assessment 1998. 
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alignment, will be subject to Mercalli intensities of VII, with a postulated earthquake of 8.6 or 
greater within the Los Angeles basin. This intensity applies to most of the City and surrounding 
communities. As a result, the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way will be subject to ground 
motion intensities comparable to those for the surrounding area.3-18> 

The California Department of Mines and Geology (CDMG) authored a study indicating the likely 
effects from a major earthquake along the Newport-Inglewood fault zone. This fault zone is also 
included within a designated Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone located approximately 12 miles 
southwest of the City. Based on a scenario where the Newport-Inglewood Fault generated an 
earthquake with a Richter magnitude of 7.0 to 7.1, the entire City would be subject to ground 
motion intensities of Mercalli VIII (see box on previous page). Power substations in the coastal 
areas (including the nearby Harbor, Alamitos, and Long Beach substations) would be likely to be 
shut down for more than 72 hours. The local water supply availability impacts may vary, though 
Areawide disruption for at least 24 hours would be likely. Finally, water treatment facilities at the 
Joint Water Pollution Control Plant would be likely to be shut down for at least several days. 3

•
19i 

The project area will be subject to the effects of seismic activity from the numerous faults found 
within the region. The potential adverse effects from these earthquakes would normally be 
mitigated by the special building and construction standards contained within the Uniform Building 
Codes (Seismic Zone 4) standards. As part of the proposed project, the bridge over Pickering 
Avenue may be retrofitted. The proposed improvements will conform to the applicable building 
codes with respect to seismic safety. The bridges over Whittier Boulevard and Norwalk Boulevard 
presently meet applicable codes with respect to seismic safety and require no such retrofitting. 
As a result, the impacts from seismic ground shaking are considered to be less than significant. 

C Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including 
substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsotl? No Impact. 

According to the Los Angeles County Safety Element, the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way 
is located within an area subject to a potential liquefaction hazard. More recent studies have been 
completed by the CDMG's Seismic Hazard Zones Mapping Program. According to the preliminary 
maps completed by the CDMG, the Greenway Trail right-of-way is located within an area subject 
to potential liquefaction risk. 3·

20i The legislature's intent through this mapping program is to provide 
a statewide seismic hazards mapping and technical advisory program to assist cities and counties 
in fulfilling their responsibilities for protecting the public health and safety from the effects of strong 
ground shaking, liquefaction, landslides, or other ground failure and other seismic hazards caused 
by earthquakes. 3

·
21i 

Under the Government Code requirement, cities and counties must require, prior to the approval 
of a project located in a seismic hazard zone, a geotechnical report defining and delineating any 

3· 15J United States Geological Survey. Evaluating Earthquake Hazards in the Los Angeles Region -An Earth Science 
Perspective (USGS Professional Paper 1360), 1986. 

3-19) 

3·20) 

3·2 1) 

City of Whittier 

Cal iforn ia Division of Mines and Geology. Planning Scenario for a Major Earthquake in the Newport-Inglewood 
Fault Zone. Special Publ ication 99. 1988. 

California Division of Mines and Geology. Preliminary Map of Seismic Hazard Zones. 1998. 

State of California. Public Resources Code Chapter 7. 8. §2692. 1999. 
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Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

seismic hazard. If the local jurisdiction finds that no undue hazard of this kind exists, based on 
information resulting from studies conducted on-site or in the immediate vicinity of the project, the 
requirement for a geotechnical report may be waived. 3

-
22

' No such requirement is anticipated for 
the proposed Greenway Trail, since no permanent improvements or structures are anticipated as 
part of the proposed Greenway Trail. As a result, no impacts from liquefaction are anticipated. 

D. Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effec~ including 
location on a geologic unit or a soil that is unstable/ or that would become unstable as a result 
of the projec~ and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide/ lateral spreading, subsidence/ 
liquefaction or collapse? No Impact. 

The project area's topography is generally level, and no natural hillsides are found in the area. 
According to the Los Angeles County Safety Element, the Greenway Trail is not located within an 
area subject to a potential landslide hazard. 3

·
23

' More recent studies completed by the CDMG's 
Seismic Hazard Zones Mapping Program also indicate that the right-of-way is not located within 
an area subject to potential landslide or slope failure risk (the project area's topography is generally 
level). 3

•
24i No permanent buildings are proposed as part of the Greenway Trail and the existing 

bridges will undergo a seismic retrofit. As a result, no impacts are anticipated. 

£ Would the project result in or expose people to potential impacts/ including location on 
expansive soil as defined in Table 18-1-8 of the Umform Building Code (1994), creating 
substantial risks to fife or property? No Impact. 

The San Gabriel Valley is a structural basin located between the Sierra Madre fault to the north and 
the Whittier-Elsinore fault zone in the Puente Hills to the southeast. The valley is underlain by thick 
deposits of alluvial soils as a result of stream deposition from the nearby mountains. 

The Whittier Narrows forms a gap, two to three miles wide, in the chain of hills that separates San 
Gabriel Valley on the north from the coastal plain on the south. The dominant geologic feature is 
a syncl ine, now filled with alluvial material more than 800 feet deep. Greenway Trail is situated 
over the alluvial soils of the San Gabriel floodplain, created by the erosion from the San Gabriel 
Mountains. Younger alluvium is the underlying geological unit. The groundwater levels are 
relatively shallow and, as a result, there is a potential for liquefaction in some areas. 3

·
25 i Soils within 

the Tra il consist of unconsolidated, poor to well-graded mass consisting of sand, gravel, and 
cobbles. Surface soils are generally well-drained, with moderately rapid permeability, slow runoff, 
and slight erosion hazard. 

The proposed Greenway Trai l right-of-way was previously used as a railroad right-of-way. 
According to the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Survey for Los Angeles County, the 
underlying soils are classified as belonging to the Yolo Association. Soils within this association are 
typically more than 60 inches in depth, are well-drained, and have moderate subsoil permeabi lity. 

3
-22i State of Cal ifornia . Public Resources Code Chapter 7.8. §2692. 1999. §2697. 

3-23) California Division of Mines and Geology. Preliminary Map of Seismic Hazard Zones. 1998. 

3-24) Ibid. 

3-25) California Division of Mines and Geology. Seismic Risk Assessment 1998. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

The inherent fertility of these soils is generally considered to be high. 3
-
26

> The on-site soils are not 
anticipated to represent a significant constraint, since no buildings are proposed as part of the 
site's use as a pedestrian and an off-road bike trail. As a result, no impacts due to expansive soils 
are anticipated. 

F. Would the project result in or expose people to potential impacts/ including soils incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater? No Impact. 

No septic tanks are proposed as part of the proposed Greenway Trail, and no additional sewer 
connections are required. 3

·
21> The Greenway Trail project does not propose to install restroom 

facilities. Restroom facilities will be provided by parks located along the trail. As a result, no sewer 
and wastewater impacts are anticipated. 

G. Would the project result in or expose people to potential impacts/ including unique geologic 
or physical features? Less Than Significant Impact. 

Due to the steep grade near the Whittier Boulevard and Pickering Avenue bridges, the Greenway 
Trail right-of-way would expose people to potential impacts. However, the project proposes to 
grade the area and place guard railing along the pathway. Therefore, the impacts from the steep 
grade along the proposed trail are considered to be less than significant. 

3.4.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in any 
significant adverse earth and geology impacts. As a result, no mitigation is required or 
recommended at this time. 

3.5 Hydrology and Water Impacts 

3.5.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse environmental impact on water resources or water quality if it results in any of 
the following: 

A. A violation of any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements; 

B. A substantial depletion of groundwater supplies or interference with groundwater recharge 
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level; 

3·26) United States Department of Agriculture. Soil Survey of the Los Angeles Area, California. 1969. 

3·27) City of Whittier. 2000. 
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C. A substantial alteration of the existing drainage pattern of the site or area through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river in a manner which would result in substantial 
erosion or siltation on- or off-site; 

D. A substantial alteration of the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in flooding on
or off-site; 

E. The creation or contribution of water runoff which would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned storm water drainage systems or the generation of substantial additional 
sources of polluted runoff; 

F. The substantial degradation of water quality; 

G. The placement of housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a Federal 
Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map; 

H. The placement of structures within a 100-year flood hazard area that would impede or 
redirect flood flows; 

I. The exposure of people or structures to a significant risk of flooding as a result of dam or 
levee failure; or, 

J. The exposure of a project to inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. 

3.5.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? No 
Impact. 

Future water consumption will be related to water used for routine maintenance and landscaping. 
The Greenway Trail right-of-way is currently occupied by railroad tracks and the majority of the 
Trail wil l be covered over with landscaping. No roadways or parking areas are proposed as part 
of the project. 3·25> As a result, the extent of impervious surfaces is not expected to change with 
the proposed Greenway Trail. 

3·28) Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

8. Would the project substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge in such a way that would cause a net deficit in aqwfer volume or a 
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g./ the production rate of a pre-existing nearby 
well would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been granted)? No Impact. 

No water wells are found on, or are located within, the proposed project area. Water supply in the 
City is derived from local groundwater wells operated and maintained by the water purveyors that 
serve the City, as well as imported water from the Metropolitan Water District (MWD).3-29> 

Water consumption is projected to be associated with landscape maintenance and water fountains. 
This consumption will not be significant enough to deplete existing groundwater resources. 
Overall, no net change in water consumption wi ll occur. 

C Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area/ including 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial 
erosion or siltation on- or off-site? No Impact. 

As indicated earlier, the proposed Greenway Trai l right-of-way is presently occupied by railroad 
tracks. No natural drainage remains in the surrounding area due to previous development. 3-

30
> The 

San Gabriel River is located to the west of the right-of-way, and it is partially channelized and 
concrete-lined. No other streams or rivers are located within the proposed Greenway Tra il right-of
way or in the immediate area. As a result, no impacts on streams or natural hydrology are 
anticipated as part of the proposed Greenway Trail. 

The Whittier Narrows Dam controls a drainage area tota ling about 554 square miles. Four dams 
are located upstream from Whittier Narrows Dam: Cogswel l Dam, San Gabriel Dam, Morris Dam, 
and Santa Fe Dam. The San Gabriel River bed is normally dry through most of the year. Winter 
storm runoff and releases from dams upstream resu lt in the ephemeral surface flow. 

Greenway Tra il is located approximately 2 miles to the south of Whittier Narrows Dam, the Whittier 
Narrows Recreation Area, and the Whittier Golf Course. The westerly half of Greenway Trail is 
located within the 10-year, 50-year, and 100-year flood line elevations. The primary purpose of 
Whittier Narrows Dam is to provide flood control for the downstream areas. The right-of-way and 
surrounding area were not previously included in an area designated as an "AR Zone," which 
indicates the area would be subject to potential flooding unti l upstream flood control improvements 
have been completed. The proposed Greenway Trail is located approximately 2 miles south of 
the Whittier Narrows Dam. The proposed project wil l not result in the installation of buildings. As 
a result, no impacts are anticipated. 

3-29) 

3-30) 

City of Whittier 

Ci ty of Whittier. Public Works Department 1999. 

Blodgett;Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 
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D. Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in flooding on
or off site? No Impact. 

With the exception of the San Gabriel River channel, located to the west, and Verde Creek, located 
to the south, there are no lakes or streams within the former railroad right-of-way area. The 
Greenway Trail, in its entirety, has undergone development, with some of the area being covered 
by impervious surfaces (bike lane and limited parking). No natural stream channels remain within 
the railroad right-of-way site. 3

·
31

> The Greenway Trail will not impact Verde Creek, the San Gabriel 
River channel (both located within a half-mile of the project area) or any existing easements 
related to this channel used for flood control. In addition, there will not be a significant increase 
in the quantity of storm water surface runoff conveyed to the local storm drain system, given the 
extent of existing impervious surfaces found within Greenway Trail. 

E Would the project create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted 
runoff? No Impact. 

There will not be a significant change in the amount of surface runoff volumes from the Greenway 
Trail right-of-way due to the nature and extent of the existing surfaces. There are no water bodies 
located within the right-of-way or within one-half mile that would be affected by the proposed 
project. 3

•
32

> The nature and extent of storm water runoff ultimately discharged into the existing 
storm drain system will not change, since no additional impervious surfaces will be constructed. 

F. Would the project otherwise substantially degrade water quality? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is largely covered with non-impervious surfaces 
(landscaping, etc.). The proposed project may create some natural debris (leaves, soil) from the 
trees, plants, and dirt trail surface located on-site. Building development or activity that could 
potentially lead to the presence of oil, grease, and other pollutants is not anticipated. 3

·
33

> The 
proposed Greenway Trail does not propose restrooms. Therefore, the proposed project will not 
involve the use of existing sewer connections to convey effluent to nearby sewer trunks. No 
buildings will be constructed as part of the proposed Greenway Trail. As a result, no NPDES 
controls will be required. 

G. Would the project place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a Federal 
Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map? 
No Impact. 

Four flood zones, corresponding to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood zone 
designations, have been identified within the City of Whittier. Zone "A" refers to areas where there 
is a potential for a 100-year flood. Zone "B" refers to those areas between the 100-year flood and 

3·31) 

3-32) 

3·33) 
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500-year flood. Zone "C" includes those areas where there is a risk for minimal flooding. Zone "AR" 
includes those areas where there is a risk for flood hazard. 

The majority of the City is designated as Zone "C," indicating there is minimal flood potential. 
There are twelve areas within the City included within Zone "B" that have a 100-year flood 
potential, and these areas currently experience localized ponding problems. These streets include 
short segments of Hadley Street, Palm Avenue, Pickering Avenue, Scott Avenue, Valley Home 
Avenue, Whittier Boulevard, and Slauson Avenue, among others. Five areas within the City are 
designated as Zone "A," which have a 100-500 year flood potential. These areas include small 
scattered sites along the northeastern and eastern portions of the City. 

The northwest half of the City is located in an "AR zone" that has been assigned to areas where 
potential flooding may occur until upstream flood control improvements are completed. 3

•
34

> The AR 
flood control restoration zone was created when 
Congress passed Section 928 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1992. The 
legislation was proposed and adopted after the 
ACOE determined that flood control systems 
serving the Los Angeles area are no longer 
sufficient in terms of protecting nearby areas from 
inundation by the base (1 % annual chance) flood 
scenario. The findings have resulted in revisions 
to the National Flood Insurance Maps (FIRM) that 
show unprotected areas as being in Special Flood 
Hazard Areas (SFHA). 3

·
35

> This "AR" flood 
designation was recently removed from most 
areas of the City. 

100-Year & 500-Year Flood 

The concept of a 100-year or 500-year flood condition is 
used by engineers as a way to design flood control 
infrastructure. The terms are related to a "statistical 
probability" of a flood condition occurring during a period 
of extreme rainfall, runoff, etc., once every 100 years and 
500 years. However, reality may be quite different from 
statistical probabilities .. .for example, some areas of the 
Midwest have experienced 100-year floods three times 
over the past decade. Whether or not a property is 
located within a designated flood plain, will have a 
bearing on whether or not flood insurance is required. 

The proposed Greenway Trail is located in Zone "C," is not considered a "critical facility," and will 
not involve the construction of any building. As a result, no flood-related impacts will result from 
the proposed Greenway Trail. 

H. Would the project place within a 100-year flood hazard area/ structures which would impede 
or redirect flood flows? No Impact. 

As indicated previously, the majority of the City of Whittier and the proposed Greenway Trail right
of-way are situated within the designated "C" flood hazard area as identified by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 3

•
35

> However, the Greenway Trail will not impede or redirect the 
flows of potential flood water, since it is not situated within a stream course or river channel. 3

·
31> 

3-3•) 

3-35) 

3-36) 

3-37) 

City of Whittier 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. Flood Insurance Rate Maps. 1998. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. California AR Zone Fact Sheet July 6, 1998. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. Interim Maps for the AR Zone. 1998. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. Flood Insurance Rate Maps. 1998. 

Page 3-15 



Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

L Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of flooding as a result of 
dam or levee failure? No Impact. 

The western portion of the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way, and the northern portion of the 
City, are located within an area that may be subject to flows resulting from a dam or levee failure. 
Potential flows from the Whittier Narrows Reservoir may impact the right-of-way and the City. 3

•
39> 

This is not anticipated to represent a significant adverse impact due to the nature of the proposed 
action. No permanent structures or improvements are planned as part of the proposed Greenway 
Trail. As a result, no impacts are anticipated. 

J. Would the project result in inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? No Impact. 

There are no bodies of surface water located within or near Greenway Trail other than the San 
Gabriel River channel located to the west, and Verde Creek, located to the south in the County of 
Los Angeles. No other reservoirs, lakes, rivers, or streams are located within or adjacent to 
Greenway Trail. Additionally, the Pacific Ocean is located 25 miles to the southwest. 3

•
39

> No hillside 
areas are located in the vicinity of Greenway Trail and, as a result, landslides and/or mudflows are 
not anticipated to represent a hazard. As a result, no seiche or tsunami hazards are anticipated. 

3.5.3 Mitigation Measures 

The analysis of water and hydrology impacts indicated that no adverse impacts would result from 
the proposed project's acquisition or operation. No mitigation is recommended, although the 
standard conditions in Section 4.0 will aid in further reducing construction runoff impacts. 

3.6 Air Quality Impacts 

3.6.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead 
Agency, a project will normally have a significant 
adverse environmental impact on air quality, if it 
results in any of the following: 

A. The project results in a conflict with, or 
obstructs the implementation of, the 
applicable air quality plan; 

B. A violation of an air quality standard or 
contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation; 

Characteristics of Key Pollutants 

Ozone (d) is a nearly colorless gas that irritates the 
lungs and damages materials and vegetation. 0 2 is 
formed by photochemical reaction (when nitrogen 
dioxide is broken down by sunlight). 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless toxic gas 
that interferes with the transfer of oxygen to the brain 
as produced by the incomplete combustion of carbon
containing fuels emitted as vehicle exhaust. 

Nitrogen dioxide (N01 ) is a yellowish-brown gas which 
at high levels can cause breathing difficulties. N02 is 
formed when nitric oxide (a pollutant from burning 
processes) combines with oxygen. 

PM1° refers to particulate matter less than ten microns 
in diameter. PM1° causes a greater health risk than 
larger-sized particles, since fine particles can more 
easily cause irritation. 

3·38) Federal Emergency Management Agency. Flood Insurance Rate Maps. 1998. 

3·39) United States Geological Survey. Whittier 7-1/ 2 Minute Quadrangle. 1994. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

C. A cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project 
region is in non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard; 

D. The exposure of sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; 

E. The creation of objectionable odors; or, 

F. The alteration of air movement, moisture, or temperature, or causing any change in 
climate. 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has also established daily emissions 
thresholds for a number of criteria pollutants. These thresholds include: 550 pounds of carbon 
monoxide (CO), 100 pounds of nitrogen oxides (NOx), 150 pounds of su lfur dioxide (SOx), 75 
pounds of reactive organic gases (ROG), and 150 pounds of PM 10 particulates. These thresholds 
apply to both short-term (construction-related) emissions and long-term (operational) emissions. 3-•0> 

3.6.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 
No Impact. 

The City of Whittier and the Greenway Trail are located within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB). 
The SCAB covers a 6,600-square-mile area with in Orange County, non-desert portions of Los 
Angeles County, Riverside County, and San Bernardino County. Air quality in the SCAB is 
monitored by the SCAQMD at various monitoring stations located throughout the area. The 
monitoring station located nearest to the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is in the City of 
Whittier. Readings at this station are used to characterize air quality in the City. The SCAB, in 
general, has not attained national and state standards for ozone and suspended particulate matter 
(PM 10). 3

-1
1> Potential long-term emissions will result from power consumption (stationary emissions) 

and vehicles traveling to and from Greenway Trail (mobile emissions). However, from a regional 
or area wide perspective, the Greenway Trail will not result in a significant increase in emissions 
generation. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not result in operational emissions that will exceed SCAQMD 
thresholds, since the project wil l serve bicycles and pedestrian travel only. As a result, no impacts 
on regional air quality are anticipated. 

8. Would the project violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation? No Impact. 

No long-term emissions are anticipated, since no vehicular travel will be associated directly with 
the proposed Greenway Trail. The potentia l short-term air quali ty impacts include construction 

3-40) South Coast Air Quality Management District. CEQA Air Quality Handbook. April 1993. 

3·41) Ibid. 
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equipment emissions, vehicle emissions, emissions related to demolition activities, dust from 
excavation, and debris transport. 

As indicated previously, long-term operational impacts related to both stationary and mobile 
(vehicle) emissions will not occur with the operation of the proposed Greenway Trail. The 
proposed users of the trail will consist of pedestrians and bicyclists whose activities do not involve 
the generation of airborne emissions. 

C Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is in non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not result in long-term operational em1ss1ons, as it is not 
proposed for vehicular travel. It is designed to serve as a greenbelt and pedestrian/bicycle trail. 
Therefore, the long-term (operational) emissions will not exceed the SCAQMD's daily thresholds. 
As a result, no impacts are expected. 

D. Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? Less 
Than Significant Impact. 

Sensitive receptors refer to land uses and/or activities that are especially sensitive to poor air 
quality. Sensitive receptors typically include homes, schools, playgrounds, hospitals, convalescent 
homes, and other facilities where children or the elderly may congregate. The nearest sensitive 
receptors include the residential neighborhoods located adjacent to the right-of-way. Other 
sensitive receptors located near or adjacent to the Greenway Trail include: 3

·•
2
> 

1. Nelles School, located 900 feet to the east; 

2. Longfellow Elementary School, located 100 feet to the northwest; 

3. Whittier High School, located 200 feet to the west; 

4. Dexter Middle School, located 100 feet to the northeast; and, 

5. Laurel Elementary School, located 100 feet to the west. 

The construction and operation of the proposed Greenway Trail will not impact these sensitive 
receptors upon adherence to standard mitigation measures. The proposed Greenway Trail right-of
way is located in relatively close proximity to the I-605 Freeway and other roads and streets. The 
vehicles that travel on these roads and streets emit exhaust emissions that contain carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen oxide, and reactive organic gases. In general, the emissions levels from 
roadway traffic relative to Greenway Trail will not exceed the State's one-hour or eight-hour 
standards. In addition, the nearby intersections are operating at a relatively acceptable level of 

3·•2) United States Geological Survey. Whittier 7- !/2 Minute Quadrangle. 1994. 
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service, and no carbon monoxide concentrations or "hot spots" are anticipated. As a result, 
impacts on sensitive receptors are anticipated to be less than significant. 

E Would the project create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? No 
Impact. 

No odors were noted during field surveys of the Greenway Trail. The proposed project's use as 
a recreational trail will not involve any activities that will generate odors. As a result, no significant 
adverse impacts related to odors are anticipated with the approval of the proposed project. 

F. Would the project alter air movement, moisture/ or temperature/ or cause any change in 
climate? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not involve the construction of buildings. The proposed 
improvements include grading, landscaping, and the potential retrofitting of existing bridges. As 
a result, no impacts related to this issue are anticipated. 

3.6.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in adverse 
air quality impacts. No mitigation is recommended, although the standard conditions in section 4.0 
will aid in further reducing construction admissions. 

3. 7 Biological Resources Impacts 

3.7.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on biological resources if it results in any of the following: 

A. A substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service; 

B. A substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural plant 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 

C. A substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means; 

D. A substantial interference with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory life corridors, or impede the 
use of native wildlife nursery site; 
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Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail 

E. A conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance; or, 

F. A conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 

3.7.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way was previously developed as a railroad right-of-way, and 
plant life on-site is limited to non-native and overgrown shrubs. There are no sensitive or 
endangered animal and plant species found within the area of the right-of-way. 3

·
47i Animal life 

within Greenway Trail and the surrounding area consist of species commonly found in an urban 
setting. There are no endangered, threatened, or rare species within the railroad right-of-way. 3·4si 

The Department of Fish and Game's Natural Diversity Database was reviewed to determine the 
presence of sensitive or endangered animal and plant species within the vicinity of Greenway Trail. 
The database indicated a sighting of the San Diego Horned Lizard along the Los Angeles River 
channel in Compton (in the 1930s) and a second occurrence in the Whittier Narrows area. Other 
sensitive species, found to the northeast in the Montebello Hi lls and Whittier Hills, include the 
Cal ifornia gnatcatcher, golden eagle, bank swal low, rufous-crowned swallow, loggerhead shrike, 
coasta l cactus wren, northern harrier, sharp-shined hawk, Cooper's hawk, and Vaux's swift. 3

·
49

> 

The native animal species that once inhabited the area have largely migrated into the diverse 
micro-environments within the open space areas located within the Whittier Narrows Recreation 
Area. The areas surrounding Greenway Trail have been landscaped and fully developed over the 
years. Much of the San Gabriel River channel is riparian and/or riparian woodland, while other 
undeveloped areas outside of nursery/agriculture uses located between the freeway and Greenway 
Trail are non-native disturbed grasslands. The construction and operation of the Greenway Trail 
in the area occupied by the railroad tracks will not result in any additional biotic impacts. Thus, 
no significant impacts are anticipated. 

8. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? No Impact. 

The site selected for the proposed Greenway Tra il is completely surrounded by development, and 
no natural plant communities or protected natural communities are found within the vicinity of the 
site. The vegetation and animal species supported in these man-made habitats include species that 

3-47) 

3·48) 

3·49) 
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Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 

Cal ifornia Department of Fish and Game. Natural Diversity Database. 1998. 

Ibid. 

City of Whittier 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

" 

• 
Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

are commonly found in urban environments. No natural riparian habitats are located on-site or in 
the immediate area. The San Gabriel River, located to the west of the proposed Greenway Trail 
right-of-way, does contain riparian vegetation, though these habitats will not be impacted by the 
proposed Greenway Trail. 3

•
501 Thus, the Greenway Trail will not affect any natural sensitive habitats. 

C Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined 
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, 
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? No 
Impact. 

The area selected for the proposed Greenway Trail is occupied by railroad tracks and surrounded 
by development, and contains no wetland habitat. While the San Gabriel River is identified as a 
blue-line stream of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle for the area, the 
proposed Greenway Trail will not impact this riparian area. No natural riparian habitat is found 
within this segment of the river. No other natural blue-line streams are identified within the 
Greenway Trai l right-of-way, according to topographic maps published by the USGS. 3

·
51> As a result, 

no wetland habitat will be disturbed as part of the implementation of the proposed Greenway Trail. 

D. Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory 
fish or wild/Jfe species or with established native resident or migratory life corridors, or impede 
the use of native wildlife nursery site? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not affect wildlife dispersal migration in the area. The proposed 
Greenway Trail will be confined to the existing railroad right-of-way within an urbanized area. The 
surrounding area is largely developed, and there are no natural habitats in the area, nor are there 
any wildl ife migration corridors. 3

·
52

> As a result, there will not be any impacts related to wildlife 
dispersal and movement upon the construction and operation of the Greenway Trail. 

£ Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance? No Impact. 

No locally-designated species are found within the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way. 3•
53> Thus, 

no impacts to local policies and programs related to resource protection or tree preservation are 
anticipated with the proposed Greenway Trail. 

F. Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? No Impact. 

As indicated previously, no natural habitats are found within the existing railroad right-of-way. 
Greenway Trail is not located with in an area governed by a habitat conservation plan. As a result, 
no adverse impacts are anticipated. 

3-50) 

3-51) 

3-52 ) 

3-53) 
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Blodgett;Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 

United States Geological Survey. Whittier 7-112 Minute Quadrangle. 1994. 

Blodgett;Baylosis Associates.· Site Survey. 2001. 

Ibid. 
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3.7.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in any 
significant adverse impacts upon biological resources. As a result, no mitigation is required or 
recommended at this time. 

3.8 Mineral Resources Impacts 

3.8.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on mineral resources if it results in any of the following: 

A. The loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region 
and the residents of the state; 

B. The loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on 
a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan; 

C. A conflict with adopted energy conservation plans; or, 

D. The use of non-renewable resources in a wasteful and inefficient manner. 

3.8.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be 
of value to the region and the residents of the state? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is not used for the extraction of sand, gravel, mineral, 
or timber resources. The City of Whittier is located to the east of the Bandini, East Los Angeles, 
and Rosecrans oil fields, and south of the Whittier Hills oil fields. No mineral resource extraction 
activities are located within Greenway Trail or in the surrounding area. The City of Whittier is 
served by the Southern California Edison Company (SCE) for electric power service, and by the 
Southern California Gas Company (SCG) for natural gas service. The proposed Greenway Trail is 
not projected to consume significant amounts of electricity or natural gas. As a result, no impacts 
are anticipated. 

8. Would the project result in the loss of availab!lity of a locally-important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local general plan/ specific plan or other land use plan? No 
Impact. 

There are no mineral, oil or energy extraction and/or generation activities within Greenway Trail 
or in the immediate area. Review of maps provided by the State Department of Conservation 
indicates that there are no abandoned and capped wells within Greenway Trail. 3

•
54

> The resources 
and materials used in the Greenway Trail will not include any materials that are considered rare 

J ·
54> State of Cal ifornia Department of Conservation. Wtldcat Maps, Plat 101. 1986. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

or unique. Thus, the proposed Greenway Trail wil l not result in any significant adverse effects on 
mineral resources. 

C Would the project conflict with adopted energy conservation plans? No Impact. 

There are no known mineral, oil, or energy resources within the railroad right-of-way, though oil 
resources are found in the surrounding area. The site is not located within a Significant Mineral 
Aggregate Resource Area (SMARA). No raw mineral resources or materials will be used for 
construction. The implementation of the proposed project would not involve any uses or activities 
that would preclude energy conservation. As a result, no impacts related to the City's adopted 
energy conservation plan will result from the proposed project. 

D. Would the project use non-renewable resources in a wasteful and inefficient manner? No 
Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail wi ll require energy for its operation, but th is energy consumption is 
not expected to use energy resources in a wasteful manner. The proposed project wil l not involve 
any consumption of electricity. As a result, no impacts upon non-renewable resources are 
anticipated. 

3.8.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not resu lt in any 
significant adverse impacts upon mineral resources. As a result, no mitigation is required or 
recommended at this time. 

3.9 Risk of Upset and Human Health Impacts 

3.9.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on risk of upset and human health if it results in any of the following: 

A. The creation of a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment through 
the routine transport, use, or disposal 
of hazardous materials; 

B. The creation of a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the 
environment; 

C. The generation of hazardous emissions 
or the handling of hazardous or acutely 

City of Whittier 

What is considered a 
"Hazardous Material"? 

A hazardous material is defined as any injurious substance, 
including pesticides, herbicides, toxic metals and chemicals, 
volati le chemicals, explosives, and even nuclear fuels or low
level radioactive wastes. The primary concern associated with 
the release of a hazardous material is the short- and long
term effects that exposure to a hazardous substance may 
have on the public. Users of hazardous materials are required 
by both the Federal and State governments to submit a 
business plan to their local administering agency (the 
reportable quantities are 50 or more gallons of a liquid, 500 
pounds or more of a sol id, or 200 cubic feet or more of a gas 
at standard temperature and pressure). 
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hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school; 

D. The locating of a project on a site that is included on a list of hazardous material sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, resulting in a significant hazard 
to the public or the environment; 

E. A project located within an area governed by an airport land use plan, or where such a plan 
has not been adopted, within two miles of a publ ic airport or a public use airport; 

F. A project located in the vicinity of a private airstrip that would result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working the project area; 

G. The impairment of the implementation of, or physical interference with, an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan; or, 

H. The exposure of people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving 
wi ldland fires, including where wetlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are intermixed with wi ldlands. 

3.9.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the 
routine transport, use/ or disposal of hazardous materials? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trai l will not be involved in the manufacture, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials. The proposed tra il will not be exposed to hazardous materials. The surrounding parks 
and parkways are not treated with herbicides or pesticides. Trash receptacles wi ll be located along 
the length of the trai l for the disposal of common refuse. As a result, no significant risk of upset 
impacts are anticipated with the proposed Greenway Trail. 

B. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment or result in 
reasonably foreseeable upset and acodent conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? Potentially Significant Impact - Mitigation 
Recommended. 

No hazardous materials will be used as part of the Greenway Trail construction or use. There are 
industrial uses located adjacent to the proposed Greenway Trail site. Therefore, there is a 
possibil ity the surrounding industrial uses may have created waste runoff onto the project site. 
Therefore, mitigation has been recommended to aid in the removal of hazardous waste if revealed 
during grading. 

C. Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials/ substances/ or waste within one-quarter mt!e of an existing or proposed school? No 
Impact. 

The nearest schools to the Greenway Trai l are Longfellow Elementary School, Dexter Middle 
School, and Laurel Elementary School (located approximately 100 feet from the right-of-way) . No 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

hazardous materials or substances will be handled or emitted on-site as part of the trail's use. 
These schools are separated from Greenway Trail by local streets. As a result, no significant 
impacts regarding hazardous materials are anticipated. 

D. Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous material site 
compt!ed pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a resul~ would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? No Impact. 

The existing railroad right-of-way travels through an area that is occupied by industrial uses. An 
archival search of the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Environfacts Database indicated 
that no recorded hazardous materials sites are located within the proposed Greenway Trail right-of
way. As a result, no significant adverse impacts regarding hazardous materials are expected. 

E. Would the project be located within an airport land use plan, or where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two mt/es of a public airport or a public use airport, would the project 
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? No Impact. 

The Greenway Trail is not located within two miles of an operational public airport. The nearest 
airport is El Monte Airport, located approximately 7 miles to the north. Los Angeles international 
Airport (LAX) is located approximately 30 miles to the southwest.rni As a result, the proposed 
Greenway Trail will not present a safety hazard related to aircraft or airport operations. 

F. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working in the project area? No Impact. 

As indicated previously, the Greenway Trai l is not located within two miles of an operational private 
airport or airstrip. The nearest airport is El Monte Airport, located approximately 7 miles to the 
north. Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) is located approximately 30 miles to the 
southwest. 3-56

) As a result, the proposed Greenway Trail will not present a safety hazard related to 
aircraft or airport operations. 

G. Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trai l may involve limited disruption of the local roads where the trail and 
roads intersect for util ity upgrades and road repairs. However, at no time will any arterial 
roadways, or any other designated emergency evacuation route, be closed to traffic due to future 
construction activities within the proposed Greenway Tra il . As a result, no adverse impacts are 
anticipated. 

3-55) Rand McNally. Street Ander. 1998. 

3-56l I bid _ 
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H. Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wild/and fire, including where wild/ands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are intermixed with wild/ands? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail is located outside of any Zone 4 designation, according to maps 
prepared by the Los Angeles County Fire Department. The Zone 4 designation applies to those 
areas of the County where the natural vegetation represents a significant wildfire risk. 3·

57
1 As a 

result, no risk from wildfire is anticipated with the proposed Greenway Trail. 

3.9.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project may result in a significant risk 
of upset and human health impacts. Mitigation has been recommended in Section 4.0 to aid in 
removal of hazardous waste if revealed during construction. 

3.10 Noise Impacts 

3.10.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on noise levels if it results in any of the following: 

A. The exposure of persons to, or the generation 
of noise levels in excess of, standards 
established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance or appl icable standards of other 
agencies; 

B. The exposure of people to, or the generation 
of, excessive ground-borne noise levels; 

C. A substantial permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the vicinity of the project above 
levels existing without the project; 

D. A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project; 

What is a decibel? 

The decibel is a measurement of sound level 
pressure. The noise levels associated with various 
activit ies are provided below: 

Activity 
Very quiet night 
Library 
Refrigerator 
Light traffic 
Air conditioner 
Freeway traffic (SO ft.) 
Power mower (20 ft.) 
Jet takeoff (200 ft.) 

Noise Level 
in decibels 

10 dB 
35 dB 
45 dB 
45 dB 
60 dB 
80 dB 
105 dB 
125 dB 

E. The locating of a project within an area governed by an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or private use 
airport, where the project would expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels; or, 

3·57) Los Angeles County Fire Department. Are Zone Map. No date. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

F. The locating of a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip that would result in the 
exposure of people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels. 

3.10.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of 
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of 
other agencies? No Impact. 

The noise environment within the vicinity of Greenway Trail is dominated by traffic noise along the 
nearby I-605 Freeway and surrounding arterial roadways. A noise survey was undertaken at the 
proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way that used statistical samples in terms of percentile noise 
levels to characterize the ambient noise environment. On-site noise levels ranged between 72.1 
to 72.2 dBA during the noise survey. 3-5

5> According to the City of Whittier General Plan, ambient 
exterior noise levels for commercial and industrial areas should not exceed 75 dBA. For purposes 
of comparison, exterior ambient noise levels for single-family and multiple-family uses should range 
from 60-65 dBA, respectively. 3

•
59> The Greenway Trail project does not propose the use of vehicular 

transportation. The project will be used by pedestrians and bicycl ists. Therefore, the proposed 
project wi ll have no impact on ambient noise levels. 

8. Would the project result in exposure of people to or generation of excessive ground-borne 
noise levels? No Impact. 

As indicated previously, the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is situated with in an area subject 
to relatively high ambient noise levels. These noise levels are associated with the traffic using the 
nearby I-605 Freeway and adjacent arterial roadways. As also indicated previously, the additional 
traffic generated by the proposed Greenway Trai l would not result in any significant adverse 
increases in the ambient noise levels. 

C · Would the project result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinity above levels existing without the project? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail wil l not involve uses and activities which are likely to generate 
significant increases in the ambient noise levels. The proposed Greenway Tra il wi ll be used by 
pedestrians and bicycl ists that will create no impact on long term noise levels compared to the 
existing railroad use. There are a number of sensitive receptors located within 100 feet of the 
proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way. These sensitive receptors include homes, schools, 
playgrounds, hospitals, and parks. The nearest sensitive receptors include the residential 
neighborhood, parks and schools located adjacent to the right-of-way. However, the ambient noise 
levels within the Greenway Trail area are generally high due to the site's proximity to the I-605 
Freeway and surrounding roadways. J-6°> Future traffic noise generated by the proposed Greenway 
Trail will not resu lt in a measurable or discernable increase in the ambient noise levels. It is 

3-58) 

3·59) 

3-60) 
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Blodgett;Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 

Whittier, City of. General Plan Health and Safety Element (Table III-9, p III-32) 1990. 

Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 
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anticipated that noise levels will be higher during construction due to the use of heavy equipment. 
Therefore, impact on noise levels will be less than significant. 

D. Would the project result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels 
in the project vicinity above levels existing without the project? Less Than Significant 
Impact 

The proposed Greenway Trail operations will not create long-term noise impacts. The ambient 
noise associated with the nearby arterial roadways (Lambert Road and Whittier Boulevard) ranges 
from 71.0 to 77.0 dBA. Additional traffic noise will be associated with surrounding roadways and 
uses. There are a number of sensitive receptors located within 100 feet of the proposed 
Greenway Trail right-of-way. These sensitive receptors include homes, schools, playgrounds, 
hospitals, and parks. The nearest sensitive receptors include the residences, parks and schools 
located adjacent to the right-of-way. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will be used by pedestrians and bicyclist which will create no impact 
on long term noise levels compared to the existing railroad use. The construction of the proposed 
Greenway Trail will not impact these sensitive receptors upon adherence to standard mitigation 
measures. As a result, the potential increase in noise levels associated with Greenway Trail traffic 
will be less than significant. 

E. For a project located within an airport land use plan 01; where such a plan has not been 
adopte~ within two miles of a public airport or public use airport would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? Less Than 
Significant Impact 

The proposed Greenway Trail alignment is not located within two miles of an operational airport. 
The nearest airport is located in El Monte, approximately 7 miles to the north. The Los Angeles 
International Airport (LAX) is located approximately 30 miles to the northwest.J-6 1

) The degree of 
aircraft noise, while audible, does not exceed the overall ambient noise levels. 

F. Within the vicinity of a private airstrip/ would the project expose people residing or working in 
the project area to excessive noise levels? No Impact 

The Greenway Trail is not located within two miles of an operational private airport. The nearest 
airport is located in El Monte, approximately 7 miles to the north. The Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX) is located approximately 30 miles to the northwest. 3

•
62

i Future patrons of the 
Greenway Trail will not be exposed to aircraft noise from operations at any private airport in the 
area. 

3·61 ) Rand McNally. Street Finder. 1998. 

3-62l Ibid. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 3.0 - Environmental Analysis 

3.10.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail will have no significant adverse impact 
on noise impacts. No mitigation is recommended, although the standard conditions in Section 4.0 
will aid in further reducing construction noise impacts. 

3.11 Public Services Impacts 

3.11.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on public services if it results in any of the following: 

A. A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or 
other performance objectives relative to fire protection services; 

8. A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or 
other performance objectives relative to police protection services; 

C. A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or 
other performance objectives relative to school services; 

D. A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or 
other performance objectives relative to other public services; or, 

E. A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or 
other performance objectives relative to other governmental services. 
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3.11.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered governmental facilities/ the construction of which would cause 
significant environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios/ response times 
or other performance objectives in any of the following areas: fire protection services? No 
Impact. 

The City of Whittier contracts with the Los Angeles County Consolidated Fire Protection District, 
which provides fire protection service to a number of incorporated cities and all unincorporated 
areas. Two Los Angeles fire stations are located within one mile of the project on Hadley Street 
and Greenleaf Avenue. 3·G

3> The operation of the proposed Greenway Trail is not anticipated to create 
any significant adverse impacts on fire protection services. 

8. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered governmental facilities/ the construction of which would cause 
significant environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratio~ response times 
or other performance objectives in any of the following areas: Police protection? Less Than 
Significant Impact. 

The City of Whittier Police Department provides police protection and law enforcement services in 
the City. The main police station serving the area is located in the City of Whittier Civic Center. 
This station is located approximately 3,600 feet north of the trail right-of-way. 3•64> The Police 
Department also provides canine services, an arson-explosives unit, hazardous materials unit, an 
aero bureau, and an emergency operations bureau. The station is open year-round and is staffed 
24 hours each day to provide protection to the community.Hs> The proposed project is reserved for 
the use of bicyclists and pedestrians. No growth-inducing impacts are anticipated. As a result, less 
than significant impacts on law enforcement services are anticipated. 

C Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered governmental facilities/ the construction of which would cause 
significant environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios/ response times 
or other performance objectives in any of the following areas: School services? No Impact. 

The northern portion of the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is located within the Whittier City 
School District and the Whittier Union High School District service areas. There are 14 elementary 
schools, 5 high schools, one adult school, one continuation school, and three intermediate schools 
located in Whittier. The District reports that over the past ten years, 250 to 300 students are added 
to the school district per year, and that this range is expected to remain constant over the next 
several years. This increase has resulted in the overcrowding of local schools. 3

•
66> The nearest 

schools to the proposed project are Longfellow Elementary School, Dexter Middle School, California 
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3-63) 

3·64) 

3-65) 

Whittier, City of. General Plan. 1990. 

Ibid .. 

Ibid. 

3
·
66> State of Cali fornia, Department of Education. California Public School Directory. 1996. 
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High, and Laurel Elementary School.3
·
61

i No significant impact upon school services is expected, 
since no additional residential or commercial floor area will be generated by the proposed 
Greenway Trail. 

D. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause 
significant environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times 
or other performance objectives in any of the following areas: Other public facilities? No 
Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not involve any additional commitment of governmental services 
beyond that associated with typical operations and maintenance. No significant demand for library 
services or other government services is expected, since the proposed Greenway Trail will not 
involve residential development. As a result, no significant adverse impacts upon other public 
facilities are expected. 

E. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered governmental facilities,, the construction of which would cause 
significant environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios,, response times 
or other performance objectives in any of the following areas: Other governmental services? 
Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will require the service of existing landscaping maintenance and trash 
collection services. As a result, impacts upon other governmental services are anticipated to be 
less than significant. 

3.11.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in any 
significant adverse impacts upon public services. As a result, no mitigation is required or 
recommended at this time. 

3.12 Utilities Impacts 

3.12.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on utilities if it results in any of the following: 

A. An exceedance of wastewater treatment requirements of the appl icable Regional Water 
Quality Control Board; 

B. The construction of new water or wastewater treatment faci lities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts; 

H 7l Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 
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C. The construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, 
the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects; 

D. Insufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing entitlements and 
resources, or require new or expanded entitlements; 

E. A determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or may serve the 
project, that it has inadequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in addition 
to the provider's existing commitments; 

F. The project will be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate 
the project's solid waste disposal needs; 

G. The project will not be in compliance with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations 
relative to solid waste; 

H. A need for new systems, or substantial alterations in power or natural gas facilities; or, 

I. A need for new systems, or substantial alterations in communications systems. 

3.12.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water 
Quality Control Board? No Impact. 

Water service to the site is provided by the City of Whittier Water Department. Approximately 80% 
of the City's water supply is provided by groundwater resources pumped through wells and 
distributed throughout the City. The remaining 20% is purchased through agreements with the 
Metropolitan Water District. The average water consumption in the City is approximately 8 million 
gallons per day. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will result in limited additional water consumption with water 
consumption limited to use for landscaping and drinking fountains. The water utilized for 
landscaping will consist of recycled water, which does not meet drinking water standards. 
Therefore, wastewater treatment requirements will not be exceeded. As a result, no significant 
adverse impacts upon wastewater are expected. 

8. Would the project require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment 
factlities or expansion of existing facilities/ the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts? No Impact. 

Water service to the trail alignment is provided by the City of Whittier Water Department through 
a line located in local roadways. Approximately 80% of the City's water supply is provided by 
groundwater pumped through wells and distributed throughout the City. The remaining 20% is 
purchased through agreements with the Metropolitan Water District. The average water 
consumption in the City is approximately 8 million gallons per day. 3

·
68

> A minimal increase in water 

3
·
68> City of Whittier. Public Works Department 2000. 
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usage will be generated by the Greenway Trail project. Patrons and other uses of the trail may 
obtain water or use restroom facilities at the nearby parks ( Parnell Park, Guirado Park, Kennedy 
Park, Laurel Park, Palm Park, and J.G. Whittier Park). No new off-site facilities will be required to 
meet the projected demand. As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated. 

C. Would the project require or result ln the construct/on of new storm water drainage facllltles 
or expansion of exlstlng facllltles, the construct/on of whlch could cause slgnlflcant 
environmental effects ? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The existing railroad right-of-way is predominantly covered with gravel and dirt. The Greenway 
Trail will provide a significant amount of landscaping, though no buildings are contemplated as part 
of the proposed project. A limited amount of impervious surfaces will be installed within the right
of-way. These impervious surfaces are largely limited to the asphalt paving used in the bake lane. 
Thus, no increase in the amount of surface water runoff is expected. As a result, the storm water 
runoff impacts are anticipated to be less than significant. 3

-
69

) 

D. Would the project have sufficient water suppl/es available to serve the project from exlstlng 
entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed? Less Than 
Significant Impact. 

Water service to Greenway Trail is provided by the City of Whittier Water Department. 
Approximately 80% of the City's water supply is provided by groundwater resources pumped 
through wells and distributed throughout the City. The remaining 20% is purchased through 
agreements with the Metropolitan Water District. The average water consumption in the City is 
approximately 8 million gallons per day. 3

•
70

) The water consumption for the Greenway Trail is 
projected to increase slightly, with the use of water for landscaping and drinking fountains. This 
consumption anticipated to result in impacts considered to be less than significant. 

E Would the project result ln a determlnatlon by the wastewater treatment provider whlch serves 
or may serve the project that lt has adequate capacity to serve the projects projected demand 
ln addltlon to the providers exlstlng commitments ? No Impact. 

The County Sanitation District maintains and operates the sewer system in the City. Greenway Trail 
is served by Los Angeles County Sanitation District No. 2. Sewer lines are maintained by the 
County Department of Public Works, with sewage from the area conveyed through sewer mains 
into the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP) in Carson. The JWPCP has a design capacity 
of 385 million gallons per day (mgd), and currently treats 330 mgd. 3

-
11

) The Greenway Trail project 
does not propose the installation of restrooms. Restroom facilities will be available to Patrons and 
other users of the trail at parks located adjacent to the trail ( Palm Park, J.G. Whittier Park, and 
Walnut Tree Park).Therefore, it will not create a direct demand on service providers. 

Sewer service is provided by an existing sewer line located in San Gabriel River Parkway. The 
sewer line connects to the Los Angeles County Sanitation District No. 2 sewer main located in 

3·69) 

3-70) 

3· 71) 

City of Whittier 

City of Whittier. Public Works Department 2000. 

Ibid. 

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts. Personal Communication. 2000. 
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Beverly Boulevard. The proposed Greenway Trail will not result in significant amounts of effluent 
generation that would require off-site improvements. As a result, no significant adverse impacts 
are anticipated with the operation of the proposed Greenway Trail. 

F. Would the project be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate 
the projects solid waste disposal needs? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not provide restrooms or large picnic areas. 3
-
72> The proposed 

project's use is for pedestrian and bicycle travel within the City. Although operation of the 
proposed Greenway Trail will not result in a significant net increase in solid waste generation, the 
construction phase of the project would result in a net increase of solid waste. Solid waste from 
the proposed Greenway Trail will be disposed of at the Puente Hills landfill. When this landfill 
closes early, waste is brought to the Spadra, Nu-Way, or Bradley West landfills. Standard conditions 
will ensure the solid waste impact created during the construction phase are less than significant. 

G. Will the project comply with federal state/ and local statutes and regulations related to solid 
waste? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will be required to comply with any existing or future City-initiated 
waste reduction and/or recycling programs pursuant to AB 939 requirements. Any residual waste 
will be disposed of at area landfills. No unique types of waste will be generated by the Greenway 
Trail. As indicated previously, the Greenway Trail will not result in a net increase in solid waste 
generation. 

H. Would the project result in a need for new systems/ or substantial alterations in power or 
natural gas facilities? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will require limited connections to power utilities. The electrical 
consumption will be limited to power consumption for lighting purposes. Contacts will be initiated 
with local energy purveyors to review the potential demand and to determine additional types of 
mitigation that may be required to reduce consumption. However, less than significant impacts 
on power and utility providers are anticipated. 

1 Would the project result in a need for new systems/ or substantial alterations in 
communications systems? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not involve connections to telecommunications providers. The 
necessary connections are existing and provided in the surrounding area. No other permanent 
improvements associated with communication systems will occur with the proposed Greenway 
Trail. As a result, no adverse impacts will occur from the proposed project. 

3-72) These facilities are provided at other area parks, such as Palm Park. 
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3.12.3 Mitigation Measures 

The analysis of utilities impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would result from the 
proposed project's acquisition or operation. No mitigation is recommended, although the standard 
conditions in Section 4.0 will aid in further reducing impacts. 

3.13 Aesthetic Impacts 

3.13.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse aesthetic impact if it results in any of the following: 

A. An adverse effect on a scenic vista; 

B. Substantial damage to scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway; or 

C. A new source of substantial light and glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area. 

3.13.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project affect a scenic vista? No Impact. 

The City of Whittier General Plan has not designated the proposed Greenway Trail alignment as 
a "scenic corridor." In addition, the Greenway Trail will not involve the construction of any 
improvements or structures that would impact existing views in the area. Instead, the Greenway 
Trail will not only .serve as a pedestrian and bicycle trail, but as a greenbelt for the City. As a 
result, no significant adverse impacts upon scenic vistas are anticipated. 

8. Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, 
rock outcropping~ and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way is located within an area formerly used as a railroad 
right-of-way. The site's topography and that of the surrounding area is generally level. The San 
Gabriel River, located to the west of the site, is partially channelized . No riparian areas remain 
within the boundaries of the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way. No visually significant or 
unique structures or site are found within Greenway Trail or in the immediate area. 3

•
73

) As a result, 
the proposed Greenway Trail will not result in any impacts considered to be unique or visually 
significant. 

3-73) Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. 2001. 
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C Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect 
day or nighttime views in the area? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will be equipped with lighting for nighttime use. The lighting will be 
lower than the proposed block walls located on the trail boundaries. The trail is surrounded by 
residential uses that may be affected by the glare caused by the Greenway Trail lighting. With the 
implementation of standard conditions provided in Sections 4.0, the project will result in a less than 
significant impact on light and glare. 

3.13.3 Mitigation Measures 

The analysis of aesthetic impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would result from 
the proposed project's acquisition or operation. No mitigation is recommended, although the 
standard conditions in Section 4.0 will aid in further reducing impacts on aesthetics. 

3.14 Cultural Resources Impacts 

3.14.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action will normally have a significant 
adverse impact on cultural resources if it results in any of the following: 

A. The project causes a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 
as defined in §15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines; 

B. The project causes a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to § 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines; 

C. The project directly or indirectly destroys a unique paleontological resource or site or 
unique geologic feature; 

D. The project disturbs any human remains, including those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries.; 

E. The project has the potential to cause a physical change that would affect unique ethnic 
cultural values; or, 

F. The project would restrict existing religious or sacred uses within the potential impact area. 

3.14.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 
as defined in §15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The Los Angeles County Historical Directory does not record any historic or archaeological sites 
within the immediate vicinity of the Greenway Trail. Also, the California State Historical 
Preservation Office (SHPO)and the City of Whittier General Plan do not identify any historical 
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structures within the Greenway Trail right-of-way. 3
•
7•> There are no historic structures or objects 

within the right-of-way or in adjacent areas. The existing bridges (the Whittier Boulevard and 
Pickering Avenue bridges) located within the project area, do not meet either the National Register 
or California Department of Transportation criteria of significance. 3

•
75> Therefore, the proposed 

Greenway Trail will not affect any historic structure or site in the City or surrounding area. 

The City may be required to raise the decks of the Whittier Boulevard and Pickering Avenue bridges 
approximately two feet in order to meet Caltrans clearance requirements for pedestrian bridges. 
However, the City intends to seek an exemption from those requirements. In addition, the 
Pickering Avenue bridge may be retrofitted to comply with current seismic safety requirements. 
Any such alterations to the aforementioned bridges will meet all building and structural safety 
standards, while at the same time preserving, their architectural design. Therefore, the Greenway 
Trail project and the uses anticipated under the proposed project's implementation will result in 
less than significant impacts on the aforementioned historic resources in the area. 

8. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to §15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines? Less Than Significant Impact 

The proposed project site is not considered archaeologically sensitive, since no archaeological 
resources have been un~overed on-site or in the surrounding area. The site was walked by a 
licenced archaeologist who concluded that there are no historical or archaeological resources on 
or near the site. However, there is a potential for adverse impacts on undocumented 
archaeological resources. While limited excavation has occurred within the project site boundaries, 
the railroad right-of-way has precluded the likelihood of the discovery of artifacts or resources 
below the ground surface. Light excavation and grading will occur as part of the proposed 
Greenway Trail. In the event archaeological artifacts are uncovered, the implementation of 
standard conditions will ensure the impact will be less than significant. 

C Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or 
unique geologic feature? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way was formerly used as a railroad right-of-way until 1998. 
As a result, the site has undergone extensive ground disturbance resulting from these previous 
activities. The potential for paleontological resources in the area is considered low because no 
paleontological resources have been uncovered in the area. Furthermore, no grading and/or 
excavation is proposed as part of the Greenway Trail. Thus, the proposed Greenway Trail will not 
disturb any paleontological resources on-site. 1

·
16

> 

D. Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries? No Impact. 

No cemeteries are located on-site or within the vicinity of the proposed Greenway Trail right-of
way. 3·77> In addition, only limited grading and/or excavation will be associated with the construction 

3·74) CalTrans District 7, Historical preservation special ist. 2001 

3·75) Ibid 

3·76) United States Geological Survey. Whittier 7-112 Minute Quadrangle. 1994. 

3·77) Ibid. 
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of the proposed Greenway Trail right-of-way. As a result, no disturbance of human remains is 
anticipated. 

£ Would the project have the potential to cause a physical change that would affect unique ethnic 
cultural values? No Impact. 

The site selected for the construction and operation of the Greenway Trail is not presently used 
for any formal or informal religious use. No churches or other religious institutions are located on 
the property, nor are such uses sanctioned. The site does not represent a culturally significant 
landmark to any ethnic group. As a result, no significant impacts will occur with regard to ethnic 
cultural values. 

F. Would the project restrict existing religious or sacred uses within the potential impact area? 
No Impact. 

No churches are located within the proposed project site, nor are any such uses contemplated. 
In addition, the site is not used for religious services. As a result, no impacts on religious or sacred 
uses are anticipated. 

3.14.3 Mitigation Measures 

The analysis of cultural resources impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would 
result from the proposed project's acquisition. No mitigation is recommended, although the 
standard conditions in Section 4.0 will aid in further reducing impacts. 

3.15 Recreation .Impacts 

3.15.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, an action may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on recreation if it results in any of the following: 

A. The use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated; or, 

B. The construction or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an adverse 
physical effect on the environment. 

3.15.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or 
be accelerated? Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Whittier Greenway Trail will be located in an area that was previously used as a 
railroad right-of-way. The railroad right-of-way discontinued operation in 1998, and it has been 
closed since that time. The Greenway Trail does provide direct connection to five neighborhood 
parks and one recreational facility. This will increase the usage of the parks. The increase in 
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visitors will be less than significant because the majority of the visitors will be temporary stops to 
use the restrooms and drinking water. Therefore, the impact on existing neighborhood or regional 
parks will be less than significant. 

8. Would the project affect existing recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion 
of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? No 
Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail will not result in any physical change in the character or extent of 
a recreational facility. The project will provide connections to Palm Park, J. G. Whittier Park, Laurel 
Park, Parnell Park, Kennedy Park, and Guirado Park. The trail will provide other parts of the City 
direct connections to those facilities, increasing the number of visitors. The increase will be less 
than significant, since the majority of the visitors will be there to use the restroom facilities and 
drinking water. As a result, no significant adverse impacts upon recreational facilities are 
anticipated. 

3.15.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in any 
significant adverse recreation impacts. As a result, no mitigation is required or recommended at 
this time. 

3.16 Transportation and Traffic Impacts 

3.16.1 Thresholds of Significance 

According to the City of Whittier, acting as Lead Agency, a project will normally have a significant 
adverse impact on traffic and circulation if it results in any of the following: 

A. An increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity 
of the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in either the number of vehicle 
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections); 

B. An increase in the level of service standard established by the County congestion 
management agency for designated roads or highways; 

C. An increase in hazards due to design features (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment); 

D. Inadequate emergency access; 

E. Inadequate parking capacity; 

F. A conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation 
(e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks); 

G. The creation of waterborne or air traffic impacts; or, 

H. The creation of hazards or barriers for pedestrians or bicyclists. 
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3.16.2 Environmental Analysis 

A. Would the project cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing 
traffic load and capacity of the street system (l:e., result in a substantial increase in either the 
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections)? 
Less Than Significant Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail provides a safe alternative way of traveling through the City of 
Whittier, locally and regionally. The Greenway Trail connects the Orange County bike trails to the 
Los Angeles bike trails as well as bike routes and bike lanes. Regional access to Greenway Trail 
is provided by the Los Angeles River Bike Trail which continues southwest to the Port of Long 
Beach, Upper Rio Hondo Trail which continues north to Arcadia, and San Gabriel River Bike Trail 
which continues southwest to Seal Beach and northeast to the San Gabriel Mountains. Through 
existing bike routes the proposed project connects to the Santa Ana River Trail that continues east 
to the Santa Ana Canyon and southwest to connect with the Pacific Coast Highway Trail that 
continues to Newport Beach and Huntington Beach. 

Many of the visitors to the proposed Greenway Trail wi ll be local residents, commuters on bicycles, 
recreational bicyclists and pedestrians, and serious bicycle racers. Due to the location and the fact 
that it is regionally connected to other trai ls, it is unl ikely that many of the visitors to the Greenway 
Trail will arrive by vehicles. Although, there will be some visitors arriving in vehicles, the proposed 
project is not designed to serve vehicle transportation or parking. Limited off-street parking may 
be provided in those areas of the right-of-way with sufficient width, to accommodate Trai l users. 
As a result, impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

B. Would the project exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard 
established by the County congestion management agency for designated roads or highways? 
No Impact. 

The County Management Plan (CMP) requires that traffic studies be prepared to document impacts 
to all CMP monitoring intersections where the proposed project will add 50 or more peak hour trips. 
The nearest CMP monitoring intersection is located at the I-605 Freeway near Beverly Boulevard. 

The proposed Greenway Trai l is not designed to serve vehicle transportation or parking, but to 
decrease the use of vehicles by providing an alternative route for commuters on bikes. Therefore, 
the project will not generate an increase in vehicle trips, and as a result, no impacts wi ll occur at 
the CMP monitoring sites. 

C Would the project substantially increase hazards due to the design feature (e.g., sharp curves 
or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? No Impact. 

The proposed Greenway Trail wi ll serve as a transportation route for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
The Greenway Trail crosses two streets and twelve intersections. At these points, the project 
proposes to repair and upgrade the streets, and instal l safety features for the bicyclists and 
pedestrians crossing the roadways. Table 3-3 lists the safety improvements and where they will 
be installed. The proposed project wi ll improve the existing conditions. Those portions of the 
alignment near the existing bridges will require ramping to permit access to the trail. In the vicinity 
of the bridges, the Trail wil l be elevated relative to the surrounding grade. However, standard 
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design and engineering practices will be adhered to in the design of these elements. As a result, 
the project is not expected to increase hazards due to design features. 

D. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? No Impact. 

The nearest roadways that are likely to be used for emergency access are the I-605 Freeway, 
Whittier Boulevard, Norwalk Boulevard, Santa Fe Springs Road, and Lambert Road. The operation 
of the Greenway Trail will not affect the use of these roadways for emergency evacuation. The 
project proposes minor repairs to the streets that intersect the proposed Greenway Trail. These 
repairs will not disrupt the roadways. No disruption of these roadways is anticipated. As a result, 
no adverse impacts are expected. 

E. Would the project result in inadequate parking capacity? No Impact. 

The Greenway Trail will be used by the residents located adjacent or in close proximity to the trail. 
The trail will also be used by people visiting the parks linked to the proposed Greenway Trail. 
Commuters and recreational bicyclists who use the Los Angeles and Rio Hondo River Trails may 
also use the tra il. Existing paved parking areas located at Palm Park, Walnut Park, and J. G. 
Whittier Park will provide parking. As a result, no significant adverse impacts upon parking facil ities 
are expected. 

F. Would the project conflict with adopted policies/ plans/ or programs supporting alternative 
transportation (e.g'/ bus turnouts/ bicycle racks)? No Impact. 

Five local and regiona l public transportation systems travel through the City of Whittier. The 
primary local system is Whittier Transit with routes form MTA, Norwalk, Montebello and Foothill 
Transit also available in the City. Because of the centralized location of the proposed pathway, all 
five systems are considered accessible including Norwalk Transit's connection to Metrolink services 
at the Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs Station on Bloomfield Avenue . Table 3-2 list available public 
transit services and their accessibi lity to the Whittier Greenway Trail. 

Table 3-2 
Public Transportation Accessible to the Whittier Greenway Trail 

Accessible Public Transit Systems 

Transit Service Line Distance from Trail 

Montebello Transit 10 400 feet 

Montebello Transit 50 1,000 feet 

Montebello Transit 40 2,300 feet 

Foothi ll Transit* 274 2,300 feet 

Norwalk Transit/ Metrol ink 1 660 feet 

MTA 104 110 feet 

MTA 270 2,280 feet 

MTA 275 2,300 feet 

MTA 318 1,320 feet 
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Table 3-2 (continued) 
Public Transportation Accessible to the Whittier Greenway Trail 

Whittier Transit Accessibility 

Whittier Transit Stop Line(s) Distance from Trail 

Norwalk/Floral 1 and 2 660 feet 

Hadley/Magnolia 1 and 2 165 feet 

Whittier/ Putnam 1 660 feet 

Painter/ Lambert 1 300 feet 

Gunn/La Forge 1 990 feet 

Lambert/Gunn 1 82 feet 

Mills/Lambert 1 165 feet 

Broadway/Palm 1 and 2 990 feet 

Magnolia/Hillview 1 and 2 300 feet 

Floral/Milna 1 and 2 330 feet 

Floral/Pioneer 1 and 2 330 feet 

* Denotes buses equipped to accommodate bicycles 
Source: City of Whittier, Whittier Greenway Trail Proposal. 2001. 

G. Would the project result in waterborne or air traffic impacts? No Impact. 

The nearest port or harbor to the Greenway Trai l is located in the Los Angeles - San Pedro - Long 
Beach harbor complex located more than 20 miles from the Greenway Trail. There are no railroads 
or terminals located within the surrounding area that would be impacted by the proposed 
construction and subsequent operation. As indicated previously, there are no public airports or 
private airstrips located within three miles of the Greenway Trails. The proposed uses contemplated 
as part of the Greenway Trail will not impact these facilities. 

H. Would the project result in hazards or barriers for pedestrians or bicyclists? No Impact. 

As indicated earlier, the Greenway Tra il project consists of converting an existing Union Pacific 
railroad right-of-way into a bicycle and pedestrian trail. The proposed Greenway Trail will serve 
as a greenbelt and provide separation between cars and pedestrians. The majority of the bicycle 
trail will be a Class I bike trail which allows for the separation of bicycles and vehicles with the 
exception of crossings at major intersections. Portions of the Greenway Trail will connect to bike 
routes and lanes (bicycles sharing the roads and streets with cars) and intersect with streets and 
roads, creating a break in the bike trail. As part of the project, proposed safety measures will be 
implemented at trail and road/street intersections. Those safety improvements are outlined in 
Table 3-3. 
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Table 3-3 
Safety Improvements to Greenway Trail Crossing Intersections 

Roadway/ Intersection Proposed Improvements 

Whittier Junction Interchange Protect bicycle traffic 

I-605 Freeway Reconstruct bridge deck across freeway 

Beverly/Pioneer Boulevard south of Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 
Orange Grove 

Norwalk Boulevard Reconstruct bridge deck-clearance for vehicles 

Palm Avenue/ Howard Street Establish 3-way stop intersection 

Hadley Street/Hoover Avenue Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Magnolia Avenue/ Camilla Street Establish 3-way stop intersection 

Bailey Street/Gregory Avenue Establish 4-way stop intersection 

Penn Street/Union Avenue Install bicycle/ pedestrian traffic signal 

Mar Vista Street/Whittier Boulevard Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Pickering Avenue/Whittier Boulevard Reconstruct bridge deck, add guard rails, and 
grade drop-off's around the bridges. 

Greenleaf Avenue/ Putnam Street Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Painter Avenue/ Dittmar Street Install bicycle/pedestrian traffic signal 

Lambert Road/ Laurel Avenue Modify existing traffic signal controllers 

Calmada Avenue/Gunn Avenue Modify existing traffic signal controllers 

Source: City of Whittier, Whittier Greenway Trail Proposal. 2001. 

The Greenway Trail will provide pedestrians and bicyclists with a safe route to numerous activities 
in the City. Furthermore, the Greenway Trail will be linked to existing bike lanes, routes, and trails 
in the City and regionally. As a result, the proposed Greenway Trail will not result in hazards or 
barriers for pedestrians or bicyclists. 

3.16.3 Mitigation Measures 

The Initial Study indicated that the proposed Greenway Trail project would not result in any 
significant adverse transportation impacts. As a result, no mitigation is required or recommended 
at this time. 
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Initial Study - Whittier Greenway Trail Section 4.0 - Findings 

4.1 Findings 

The Initial Study for the proposed Greenway Trail indicates that the project is not expected to have 
significant adverse environmental impacts, with the implementation of the standard conditions 
contained herein. The following mandatory findings of significance may be made (pursuant to 
Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines) based on the results of this environmental assessment: 

1. The proposed Greenway Trail project will not have the potential to degrade the quality of 
the environment, with the implementation of the standard conditions included herein. 

2. The proposed Greenway Trail project will not have the potential to achieve short term goals 
to the disadvantage of long-term environmental goals, with the implementation of the 
standard conditions contained herein. 

3. The proposed Greenway Trail project will not have impacts which are individually limited 
but cumulatively considerable when considering planned or proposed development in the 
immediate vicinity, with the implementation of the standard conditions contained herein. 

4. The proposed Greenway Trail project will not have environmental effects that will adversely 
affect humans, either directly or indirectly, with the implementation of the standard 
condition contained herein. 

In addition, pursuant to Section 21081(a) of the Public Resources Code, findings must be adopted 
by the decision-maker coincidental to the approval of a Negative Declaration, which relates to the 
mitigation monitoring program. These findings shall be incorporated as part of the decision
maker's findings of fact, in response to AB 3180 and in compliance with the requirements of the 
Public Resources Code. In accordance with the requirements of Section 21081(a) and 21081.6 of 
the Public Resources Code, the City of Whittier can make the following additional findings: 

1. A mitigation reporting or monitoring program shall be implemented as specified in the final 
decision relative to the proposed Greenway Trail project. 

2. Site plans, submitted for approval by the responsible monitoring agency, shall include the 
required mitigation measures and standard conditions. 

3. An accountable enforcement agency or monitoring agency shall be identified, for mitigation 
measures and standard conditions adopted, as part of the decision-maker's final 
determination. 
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4.2 Mitigation Measures and Standard Conditions 

This section outlines those mitigation measures and standard conditions that were mentioned as 
part of the analysis included herein in Section 3.0. The implementation of these mitigation 
measures and standard conditions will be the responsibility of the City. The mitigation measures 
and standard conditions have been numbered sequentially by section to facilitate future reference. 

4.2.1 Mitigation Measures 

Risk of Upset and Human Health 

Measure 3.9-1. Removal of Hazardous Materials. The contractors must adhere to all 
requirements governing the handling, removal, and disposal of asbestos- containing materials 
and other hazardous substances and materials that may be encountered during demolition 
activities. 

4.2.2 Standard Conditions 
Earth and Geology Impacts 

Condition 3.4-1. Grading and Earthwork. Under the observation of the soils engineer, the 
contractor shall conduct all clearing, site preparation, or earthwork performed on the 
project. 

Condition 3.4-2. Soils Engineering Inspection. The soils engineer shall provide inspection 
for site clearing and grading in order to certify that the grading was done in accordance 
with approved plans and grading specifications. 

Condition 3.4-3. Seismicity. The contractor shall comply with the provisions of the Uniform 
Building Code related to seismic safety. 

Hydrology and Water 

Condition 3.5-1. Storm Water Runoff. Treatment of storm flows will be required to reduce 
or eliminate the particulate matter washed into the storm drain system in order to obtain a 
storm water discharge permit in accordance with National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) requirements. 

Condition 3.5-2. Storm Water Runoff. A Storm Water Management Plan, utilizing Best 
Management Practices to control or reduce the discharge of pollutants to the maximum 
extent practicable, shall be prepared and approved by the Public Works Director prior to site 
grading. 

Air Quality 

Condition 3.6-1. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall minimize dust generation during 
grading operations by adhering to SCAQMD Rule 403, which requires regular watering during 
earth-moving operations. 
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Condition 3.6-2. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall utilize soil binders on construction 
sites for unpaved roads and/or parking areas, unless an alternative method is approved by the 
Chief Building Official. 

Condition 3.6-3. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall ensure that the roads adjacent 
to the project site, including Beach Boulevard and Fashion Square Lane, be swept as needed 
to reduce fugitive dust from the proposed project site. 

Condition 3. 6-4. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall be required to ensure that should 
exportation of materials be required, trucks are hosed off before leaving the construction site. 

Condition 3.6-5. Construction Emissions. All grading operations will be suspended when wind 
speeds (as instantaneous gusts) exceed 25 miles per hour. 

Noise 

Condition 3.10-1. Short-Term and Long-Term Noise Impacts. The contractors shall only be 
permitted to conduct construction activities between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
weekdays and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, with no construction allowed on Sundays 
or holidays. 

Utilities 

Condition 3.12-3. Electrical Service. The contractors shall install energy-efficient electrical 
lighting. 

Aesthetics 

Condition 3.13-1. Light Trespass. The contractors shall utilize screening devices where feasible 
to reduce the generation of off-site light and glare. 

Cultural Resources 

Condition 3.14-1. Cultural Resources. In the event that historic resources are uncovered during 
grading operations, the contractors shall immediately contact the City's Planning Department 
and consult with a qualified archaeologist. Should the archaeologist determine that the 
resources uncovered are significant, the archaeologist shall determine appropriate conditions 
forthe excavation, salvage, and disposition of these resources in consultation with the Planning 
Department. 

4.3 Monitoring Program 

The implementation of all the mitigation measures and standard conditions above will be the 
responsibility of the City. The monitoring and reporting on the implementation of these Conditions, 
including the time frame for implementation, monitoring agency and the monitoring action, is 
identified in Table 4-1. 
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I 
Table 4-1 

M "t P I om ormq roqram 
Enforcement/Monitoring Monitoring Phase 

Reauired Mitiaation Aaencv 

Measure 3.9-1. Removal of Hazardous Materials. The contractors must Building Department Grading and 
adhere to all requirements governing the handling, removal, and disposal of Construction Phases 
asbestos- containing materials and other hazardous substances and materials 

I 
that may be encountered during demolition activities. 

Condition 3.4-1. Grading and Earthwork. Under the observation of the soils Public Works Grading and 
engineer, the contractor shall conduct all clearing, site preparation, or Construction I 
earthwork performed on the project. Phases 

Condition 3.4-2. Soils Engineering Inspection. The soils engineer shall Public Works Prior to Grading and 
provide inspection for site clearing and grading in order to certify that the Construction 
grading was done in accordance with approved plans and grading I 
specifications. 

Condition 3.4-3. Seismicity. The contractor shall comply with the provisions Building and Planning Prior to Grading and 
of the Uniform Building Code related to seismic safety. Departments Construction 

Condition 3.5-1. Storm Water Runoff. Treatment of storm flows will be Building and Public Works Prior to Grading and I 
required to reduce or eliminate the particulate matter washed into the storm Departments Construction 
drain system in order to obtain a storm water discharge permit in accordance 
with National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements. I 
Condition 3.5-2. Storm Water Runoff. A Storm Water Management Plan, Building and Public Works Prior to Grading and 
utilizing Best Management Practices to control or reduce the discharge of Departments Construction 
pollutants to the maximum extent practicable, shall be prepared and 
approved by the Public Works Director prior to site grading. I 
Condition 3.6-1. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall minimize dust Building Department Grading and 
generation during grading operations by adhering to SCAQMD Rule 403, Construction Phases 
which requires regular watering during earth-moving operations. I 
Condition 3.6-2. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall utilize soil Building Department Grading and 
binders on construction sites for unpaved roads and/or parking areas, unless Construction Phases 
an alternative method is approved by the Chief Building Official. 

Condition 3.6-3. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall ensure that the Building Department Grading and I 
roads adjacent to the project site, including Beach Boulevard and Fashion Construction Phases 
Square Lane, be swept as needed to reduce fugitive dust from the proposed 
project site. 

Condition 3. 6-4. Construction Emissions. The contractor shall be required to Building Department Grading and I 
ensure that should exportation of materials be required, trucks are hosed off Construction Phases 
before leaving the construction site. 

Condition 3.6-5. Construction Emissions. All grading operations will be Planning Department and Construction Phase 
suspended when wind speeds (as instantaneous gusts) exceed 25 miles per Building Department I 
hour. 

Condition 3.10-1. Short-Term and Long-Term Noise Impacts. The contractor Building Department and Construction Phase 
shall only be permitted to conduct construction activities between the hours Planning Department 
of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 

I 
Saturdays, with no construction allowed on Sundays or holidays. 

Condition 3.12-3. Electrical Service. The contractors shall install energy- Planning Department and Construction Phase 
efficient electrical appliances. Building Department I 
Condition 3.13-1. Light Trespass. The contractors shall utilize screening Planning Department Construction Phase 
devices where feasible to reduce the generation of off-site light and glare. 

Condition 3.14-1. Cultural Resources. In the event that historic resources are Planning Department, Grading and 
uncovered during grading operations, the contractors shall immediately Building Department, and Construction Phases I 
contact the City's Planning Department and consult with a qualified Registry Historian 
archaeologist. Should the archaeologist determine that the resources 
uncovered are significant, the archaeologist shall determine appropriate 
Conditions for the excavation, salvage, and disposition of these resources in I 
consultation with the Planning Department. 

Source: Blodgett Baylosis Associates 
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BLODGETT/BAYLOSIS ASSOCIATES 
6709 Greenleaf Avenue, Suite 314 
Whittier, CA 90601 
(562) 907-4541 

Deeah Riley, Project Manager 
Marc Blodgett, Associate/Project Planner 
Jan Stanakis, Project Coordinator/Editor 

SECTION 5.0 - REFERENCES 

5.1 Preparers 

5. 2 References 

Documents may be viewed at the offices of Blodgett/Baylosis Associates (BBA) at 6709 Greenleaf 
Avenue, Suite 314, Whittier, California 90601. The BBA office is open for business Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Review of reference information at BBA can be arranged by 
appointment. Please call (562) 907-4541. 

California, State of, California Health and Safety Code, Section 25358.3, 1992. 

California, State of, Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
1998. 

California, State of, Administrative Code, Title 24 Energy Conservation, 1990. 

California, State of, Department of Conservation, Farmland Conversion Report Publication 98-01, 
1998. 

California, State of, Department of Conservation, Mineral Land Classification of the Greater Los 
Angeles Area, 1987. 

California, State of, Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, Geothermal Resources, 1995 
Preliminary Report, 1996. 

California, State of, Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, Geothermal Resources, 
Regional Wildcat Map 104, June 1994. 

California, State of. Department of Education, Cal!fornia Public School Directory, 1996. 

California, State of, Department of Finance, City/County Population and Housing Estimates, E-5, 
1998. 

California, State of, Department of Finance, Population and Housing Estimates, January 1998. 

California, State of, Department of Fish and Game, Natural Diversity Data Base, 1998. 

I California, State of, Department of Parks and Recreation, California Historical Landmarks, 1990. 

I 
I 
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California, State of, Department of Transportation, 1995 Freeway Traffic Volumes, 1996. 

California, State of, Division of Mines and Geology, Official Map of Seismic Hazards/ Whittier 
Quadrangle, March 25, 1999. 

California, State of, Division of Mines and Geology, Planning Scenario for a Major Earthquake in the 
Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone/ Special Publication 99, 1988. 

California, State of, Division of Mines and Geology, Preliminary Map of Seismic Hazard Zones,1998. 

California, State of, Division of Mines and Geology, Preliminary Service Risk Maps, Whittier 7-112 
Minute Quadrangle, 1981. 

California, State of, Division of Mines and Geology, Seismic Risk Assessmenl 1998. 

California, State of, Employment Development Department, Labor Force Data for Sub-County 
Areas, 2001. 

California, State of, Environmental Protection Agency, California Facilities Index Database, Los 
Angeles County, 1996. 

California, State of, Office of Planning and Research, Caltfornia Environmental Quality Act and the 
CEQA Gutdelines, 199 5. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency, California AR Zone Fact Sheel July 6, 1998. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency, Flood Insurance Rate Maps, 1998. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency, Interim Maps for the AR Zone, 1998. 

Federal Highway Administration, Noise Prediction Model, 1987. 

Institute of Transportation Engineers, Trip Generation, 5th Edition, 1991. 

Leighton & Associates, Los Angeles County Safety Element of the General Plan/ Technical Appendix, 
1990. 

Los Angeles County Fire Department, Fire Zone Map, no date. 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 1993 Congestion Management Program 
for Los Angeles County, 1993. 

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, JWPCP Information, 1996. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, Personal Communication/ 1999. 

Purkiss rose-rsi, Site Plan, 2001. 

Rand McNally, Street Ander, 1998. 
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Southern California Association of Governments, Preliminary Population Housing/ and Employment 
Projections for the Gateway Oties/ 1998. 

Southern California Association of Governments, 2010 Population Household and Employment 
Projection~ 1995. 

South Coast Air Quality Management District, Air Quality Management Plan, 1997. 

South Coast Air Quality Management District, Cal!fornia Alr Quality Data/ 1993-1995. 

South Coast Air Quality Management District, CEQA Air Quality Handbook, 1993, as amended. 

U.S. Bureau of Census, 1990 U.S. Census/ 1990. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soils Survey for the Los Angeles Area/ 1979. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Construction Equipment Noise, 1983. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Discharge of Pollutants to Waters of the United States. 
May 1998. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Noise from Construction Equipment Operations/ Bwlding 
Equipment and Home Appliances, 1971. 

U.S. Geological Survey, Evaluating Earthquake Hazards in the Los Angeles Region-An Earth Science 
Perspective (USGS Professional Paper 1360), 1981. 

U.S. Geological Survey, Whittier 7-V:z Minute Quadrangle, 1981. 

Whittier, City of, General Plan, as amended, 1992. 

Whittier, City of, Whittier General Plan Land Use and Zone Classifications Map, 2000. 

Whittier, City of, Whittier Greenway Trail, January 2000. 

Whittier, City of, Master Environmental Assessment, 1992. 

Whittier, City of, Zoning Map, as amended, 1999. 

Whittier, City of, Zoning Ordinance, as amended, 2000. 
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May4, 2001 
<>-' ... -

To 
Diane Kane 
Caltrans District 7 
897-1060; (858) 454-7180 

From~ 
Rick Starza 
Myra L F & Associates, Inc. 
FAX 213-627-6853 
TEL 213-627-5376 

Subject Pages 
1-1 O HOV and Whittier-Colima Abandonment 9, including this cover sheet. 

Phone Code: 11 o 
A Hard Copy ( O will, ~ will not) follow unless requested 

Comments Diane, attached is some follow-up to a couple of questions you had for me. 

"rst is a copy of excerpts from the EIS/EIR prepared by P&O techn 1ncorpor ed our 
find1 o·ects environmental do . our question, if I remembe ', was if 
we had a copy of the HPSR for the se 1-605 to Puente Avenue. As you earl\ see in 
the~ttadlment, this was s , and it looks like Anne · the findings and I. 
prepared the H . rancesca did the HPSRs for segments 2 and 3, and we have c f 
thos , we don't have a copy of Anne's HPSR because we didn't do the environmental J.L-----1~ 
clearance for that segment. Christine Huard Spencer at P&D might know more. 

Second, is a copy of excerpts from the Environmental Assessment prepared for tha merge of the 
Union Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroads. It summarizes the findings for the Whittier J rction 
to Colima Junction abandonment. With John Snyder's help, we prepared DPR 523 forms f , r 
bridges along the abandonments in California. The Whittier Boulevard bridge was found nqf to 
meet National Register criteria, mostly because it was not original to the line and major alte1frtions 
were undertaken in 1956. As I told Kirk Trost, these are among 3 file cabinets of records to the 
merger in our remote storage 20 miles away, and it would take us hours to get through the cords 
and find the correct series o-f SHPO letters and attachments that covered this particular 
abandonment. We did 106 for 11 states for the merger, and in California we had about 5 o 6 
rounds of SHPO correspondence covering everything from alterations to the Donner Pass Ii ne and 
the Shasta River bridges, several abandonments, new connecting lines, and changes to rail 

1

yards 
and intermodal facilities throughout the State. 

Also, we provided attachments of our analysis to the SHPO letters, but I am fairly certain th , they 
would not completely meet the usual requirements of the Caltrans/FHWA 
HPSR!ASR/HASR/Bridge Evaluation format. I hope this helps answer your questions, and r s 
always, please feel free to call me if you have more questions or need additional info. 

811 Wssr 7th Street, Suite BOO, Los Angeles, CA 90017 1 
Phone: (213) 627·5376 Fax: (213) 627-6853 
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SPCSL CORPORATION, AND 
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PROPOSED ABANDONMENTS 

Information Contact: 

Harold McNulty 
Environmental Specialist 
(800) 448 - 7246 

Elaine K. Kaiser, Chief I 
Section of Environmental Analy is 

Surface Transportation Board I 
1201 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Room 3219 
Washington, DC 20423 
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or endangered species have historically occurred in the vicinity of the proposed abando ment 

'although no recent observations have· been made. These species are the state-endangere Least 

Bell's vireo (Vireo be/Iii pusillus) which is also Federally-listed, the state-threatened banks 

{Riparia riparia), and the state-endangered western yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus ame 

occidenta/is). Field observations on site have indicated no occurrences of these species. here 

is no critical habitat known or recorded in the vicinity of the proposed abandonment. 

Parks. Forest Preserves. Refuges. and Sanctuades. A number of public lands and pa 

located in the region. but none are adjacent to the proposed abandonment corridor. 

Historic and Cultural Resources 

The line was constructed by the Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad in 191 fto 
.~ 

ittier 

Boulevard; it was completed to Anaheim in 1923. One known historic resource along this se ment 

is the Warren through truss bridge over Whittier Boulevard. It is a relatively late (1 930) ex· mple 

of a rather common type and one of its abutments was converted into a pier when ittier 

Boulevard was expanded in 1956. Based on SEA's consultations with the California State H · toric 

Poreservation Office (SHPO) , the bridge does not appear to meet NRHP criteria. I 

SEA's initial consultations with the California SHPO determined that no docum nted 

archaeological sites have been i.dentified along the rail line segment proposed for abandon r ent. 

However, there is the potential for adverse impacts on undocumented archaeological sites. EA's 

recommended mitigation measures include provisions for UP/SP to continue Seciio I 106 

consultation to address discovery and treatment of archaeological sites during the abando · ent 

or salvage process. 

Safety 

UP safety records indicate that a 100-gallon diesel fuel spill incident occurred il"'I 1989 , the 

east end of the Whittier Junction to Colima Junction rail segment. UP reports that this spi j has 

been properly remediated. 

Transportation 

~ · This segment currently serves as a through route to serve the La Habra and Fullerton a leas. 

An average of one through train per day operates over this segment. There is no local tra c on 

this line segment. 

There are two grade crossings located along this rail line. Both of these involve local r ads 

which carry very !ow daily traffic volumes. 
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PRELIMINARY ENVlRONMENT.AL S'IlJDY (l'ES) FORM 
041201 

EXAMINE FOR POTENTIAL EFFECTS ON THE .ENVIRONMENT. DIRECT OR INDIRECT, AND 
. ANSWElt 1liE FOU.OWING QUESTIONS 

' 
I. ls me piojeczi a Type I project as ddmcd in 23 CFR 772..5(h); 

"'cumtl uajm ctt DCW:loc:mon Oil the ~ altcr3!iao af an 
odsiiDg highway whidi ·~changes either the horizootal 
or vc:rtical aligt111l!t'ltf tr iuacascs the :mmbcr of 1brough~ 
Janes." 

2. Ne ?hue w3%er rcsomces (rivc:r.i, SU eams. ba:ys. inkts, Jakcs. 
dramage $bighs) within or immediately adjattm to the project area? 

3. Is project within a designated soJo.source aquifer? 

4. ls project withm the Siate Coastal Zone? 

5. b tbc comD...aion ama 20CDJ:ed within a regvmory floodway or wirhm 
me base floodphin (100-year) elevaiion of a~ coace or lake? 

6. Is the project within or immC:diardy adjacent to a W'Ud and Scenic 
Riva'S~? 

7. I:s time a poc=iWJ f'Cr a fi:dml]y-Jisicd, duea1e:Ded, QC~ 
species (including canclidate species) or their aide.al ~ sensitive 
habieal within the comttuction area? 

•' . 

a. Is lbae a ,pr<mti:al fcit' wetlands within the: consnuctioa area? 

9. Is mere a pntentiaJ for agriculturaI wedands within the construction lll'Q? __ _ 

10. Air Qoality 

L ls the projcd included Ul 1 ament)y canforming regjona1 tnmsposwioo 
pJmi (RTP) and~~ psogxam (TIP)aDd di41lt tberc 
bave been no substantial clrmgcs in the design cooccpt mid scope as used 
in the TIP'l x 
b. Is the project exempt from the :eq:trlicmentto dercminc conformity 
(40 CF1t 93.126)7 

11. ls the pro~= a~' er maj1m h!lziC:C area? (N<ltio:cal 
Ambicat Air QuBiity Standards) 

.. ·. 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

.!.SSE: '79£> 01£ ' 01 S::l~S .1._J_ rNnwwn'"l-:>r~ r r r r1-1M , Wn:>r-:1 r:::c-,c::J r roi-c-r_,.,_,...., 
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12. ls tbere a potential for prime w auiquc finnhmds wimin or 
immcdiacrly ~jac=tto the CX>4SULlcdon area? 

13. Is tberc a poc=ti.:. fi:r haz2lrdoas mmrlals (mcladhig ~ 
taks) «hazardous material rcmaiDs wimin or iznmec5ar.ely adjacem 
tothe~arca' 

. . ... . . . ~ . : . . . : . . . 
15. kc th=c any ac:stbetically visual tcsoarc:cs withiz1 the project area? 

B. 1'hc Social and Eamomic Enviromncm 

16. Wlll tbe projca ~;my rigbl of way, iucluding pm1ial cc 
tw1 cakes? COD$idcr eoastraction ~~ .acd unlity relocuWns. 

11. Is 1he project mc:on$istmt with pW5 ;md goals adopt:<! b:Y the 
community? 

U. Will the project result in the need fur public services. incinding utilities 
adx:r than :hose presatt?y available or proposed? '· 

19. wm the project mvoIYe cbangcs m xcess coatror? 

20. Will project involve dlt: Use of a tempotary road. ddml:r or ramp dos~? __ _ 

2 I. WiII the projc:c:t ~-available parlcing? 

22.. W-Ul lhc pojm reqairc fizture~ to fully utilize 
me ~pl capabilities included in the proposed projedl 

23. Will the J'"'jcc:t gmwa:ze pt1hlic ccatroversy based QD potential 
~df'ccts? 

24. W'Ul project axzstiacticlll moach on Stzir.e cc Fcdml LaQds? 

2S. Are thc:e Natioaal Rcglltet listed ar potentially eligible historic 
propcrtic:s [Section 106, Section 4(t)] within th: cxmtruc:tioa area? 

x 

T-642 P.003/00& F-244 
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DATA AS REQUIRW ro SUPPORT THE CONCLUS10NS OF nns CHECKLIST SHOULD BE 
ATTACHED OR. AV.AILA8LE FROM Tii£ LOCAL AGENCY UPON REQUEST 
(ChcGk to 1Ddicate Required TeCfmical SnKfics, Coordinarioii. Permits or Approwh) 

REQUIKED TECHNICAL S11JDJES D. COORDINATION E. l'ERMIT/APPR.OY A.LS 

NOISE STUDY 

- Tr.affic .ReJarccl - f'HWA 
ccmnuaioo 1tc1atec1 

WA.n:R. QUA.UTY sruDY 
_ [)isclmge On:dgcdlFill roacermI <US ~) - U.S. Army Carps o! ~ - mucs Section 40-; Pa=it 
_ Ccmtruciioa m ~le Waters - U.S. Army Corps o! Engiurzs - Section 10 ?mnii 
_ ~Of~ys Aaoss - U.S. Coast Guard - Approves ?lam 

Navigable Wc=s 
- Coast:uctian of Bridge - Caii!omia Regional w~ ~:r - WatcT QG&Jily 

ColllrOJ Boan! Ccrtificati<>a 

- sur:mn or Lake~ - Califomia Oqmtmolt of Fish&. Game - Section 1601/0J 'Permit 
NE? A/404 MOU FHWA 

SOU SOURCE AQVIFER - EPA (s.F. Rcgioaal Otri¢e) - ContanUmtion 1bint 

COASfAL ZONE - Sta!c: Coasw ZCJPC Ma:sa.gl!mC?t ~cy - Coam.! Zone Consislenc:y 
(Calif°'1Ua Coastal Cmnmis:sicm (CCC}) 

FLOODPLAIN STUDY • - N:Cc:raJ ~cy M=ag=t Agency 
FHWA Floodplain Finding 

W1LD & SCENJC JiUVI:RS - U.S.~ af Imcrior 

- Hc:rimse Consc:rvarioa/Recrcatioa 
Service 

BIOLOGY STUDY • - fHWA - Sa: 7 C~lr:sxiO'O 

- California Depmtmcnt ofFisll. & Game - Ini:ide!lml Take Permit 

~~SSTUDY • - fHWAJEPA Wetlands Findings 

- tJ.S_ Fish 4 Wildlife 

- U.S. Amy Cotp$ of Engiac:as - Verifi~ j uris.. ~ 

- Na1ional Marn:ac Fisheries ScMcc 
AgriQzlrnral W ctbDds - Natllal Rc:sourcd Comen-atio11 Service - v crifia agr;. wetlands 

Ala QU~UTY STUDY• - FHWA - Conformity FJJJding 

FAllM.LANDS STUD\' - Naniral ~ Comav.uion Sa-vice - Vai!ics primi:l'll4i~t.'C 
u _s. Army Cortis or En~ AP"Provn Conversions 

" FHW A h2.s rcsponsibiJey for consultation under regulation 01' inta2gency agreement or 
FHW A has respom:Jl>ility for a finding or determmaiion required by law. ~Jarion or Excaniv~ Order. 

L R S S:: b!=lb Ol t ~'n T c:;:~J'\C: I T TMn t..tr...r n.,_:..':J' T TT T LJM : t .. 1n ~_x n11a- ~ oT ., ,.,. 
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.. . .. -

Loal AssiQUce Proc:edun:s Muul 

c. U:QUIRD> TECRNlCAL STIIDIES D. COOJU>~ATION E. PERMIT/AITR.OV ALS 
-

~ IL'ZA.Kl>OVS MAn:.RIAL STtJDY - 1. CALIF. SP A; 

· (CJam.ipo!Huazduus Mal=i.aJ Sits} Dcpa.==t of Toxic Snbmm:s Coiural, 
8ic:anW Reports. Usis of Aaivt: .Amma1 

'- W~Siccs 
2. CALlF. OPR; HGardous WtslleS a. 

Substances Sites List. List of 
Caiawnimrtni Si1CS 

- 3. LOCAL; Heahb .!: H&mlim ScMccs 
PepL. thDrdous Wzs= OpcAaoa:s 
Div~ 

u SECTION 4(f) "EV.U.UA.nON • - FHWA - Makes~ 

- Pnblic Otf"~ wnarisdictiomJ 
~ily. 

- SHPO/ACHP (as appropriate) 
001/DOAIH\JO/USDA (as 

. ' 

u SECTION 6(f) EVALUATION - Pm: Otftcial 

- DOJ 

LJ VlSUAL IMPACT STUDY (,AESnlEllCS) - .FHWA 

u RELOCATION IMPACI'S STUDY - Sme & LOC8l Plamling Dcpattmc::u 

u SOCJO-ECONOMJC STUDY - Airpons, Schools. Sazc and Loci 
P.l.imning Depar..mcnts 

~ TRAFFIC - fHWA 

!.Yl ~ON 106 STUDY• 
APE Map - Calt=s - Oetemlines app!icahility 

or Minizml APE 

- FHWA - Approves APE 
'{ - SHPO/ACHP (.as appropriae) 

LOC31 ~ groups and/or- ~vc 

- ~Tribes 
~Hist~ Propeny Survey Rcpgn (}U'Sa) - FHWA - COllCutS or Consults with 

SHPO/.ACHP 
ii' 

Ud CONSTRUCTION/ENCROACH ON STATE 
LANDS 
Under~ L..anck Ccmi:nissinn Juri!diction Staie Ut-.ds Comm~ Genem PcnniilR.evisc - - -

.J. Under Ca1tr.ms Jurisdiction - Ca!U'ltllS ~ 
GCllet:ll l>b:is 

£nct03clunc:nt Permit 

0 CONSTRUCTIOSJE..""iCROACH.\.IENT - US. B~ of R.cclam3tion - Encroac.hmcnt Pctai.it 
ON FEDERAL LANDS - Private I.az.d Owner - Rig!tt of Enny Permit 

Additio;W studies may be required for other Federal Agencies. 

• FHW A has responsibility for coasi11tation under regulation ot imeragency agreement or 
fHW A has rcspoRSibiliry for a finding or detum.ination rcquin:d by law. regulation or Executive Order. 

Page6-32 
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J ~ . ........... , ..... ,.,. '·-

EXHIBIT 6-A 
Prdimiaaty EllVinnamaital SUldies (PES) Form 

_ Oppanxm..ity for a Public: Hearing 
Public H - l)-.w-.t - c:anng .. ....., .... -

· G. Pcelinlimey Envirmmeam' Doeumenr Classjfitlrica (NEPA} . 
Based oa l!x: cw"Wion of the pro.iect. the eavironmc=ntaJ docamcut ro be developed sbould be: 

Prcp4 edby: Mike Burnham, D:irec~or of Plarm:iI1g Date 3/22/01 Telephone#: (562) 464-3420 
I . 

This doctmieat w.ss piepa:ied lDlder my supe:tVision. in aceordance with me Loca1 .AJ:s~ p,.()a!dJqes Manual. Exhibit 6-
a ... ~om for C'i;z:z::pletmg tbe Jimimny Envirmrmcmal Study Form. .. 

S~Jocalagcncy: ~ __ Datt= /f/11/0 I T~lepboru:#:(S'tz)4'6.ft-~3?"'~ 
r> 

I have~ this .Prclim~ ~mental ~ES) fonn and determined that the submittal is ccmpletc and 
sufficiem. I c:osicur Wiib ~ smdics to be d:e level of envircmmenl31 doQ.tm.em (If requited). 

£::::~~===~=Bt--.?:L-~t::~:'.:""=:=~·· ~~I Telephone#: ( Z£b ?£/3/ 

THE FOLLOWING SIGN.A IS REQUDUJ> FOR EAs, E1Ss, REGULAR CEs, AA~ (WHEN 
REQUESTED) FOR PROGRAMMATIC CEs: 

I ~ reviewed this PmiuPszary Environmental Study (PES) form an4 dc:tcrmined Um the submittal is complete and 
suftic:ieztt. I concur wiah lhe studies m be pcrl'mmcd and the Jc::comtncnded level of~ docmnc:JL 

I 

Siguamrc Pisaia Envircmmcuial: Date: Te!epbaae ~ ----

fHWA REVIEW of ?ES RECOMMENDED YESO NOD 

IEE FOU.OWING SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED FOR ~ EISs, AND (WHEN REQUESrED) FOR 
REGULAR CEs: 

Signature fHWA; ______________ Date: _____ Tr:JephQDC#: ___ _ 

Distribatioa: . 
Original: District Loc:aI Assisrancc F.nginccr 
Cq>y: Local Agency f>wjcd Fila 

S..CJ.L DTC"" : ,,T -- - - - - - - - - - -· . 
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Planning ·:· Environmental Analysis •:• Economics •:• Mapping 

6709 Greenleaf Avenue, Suite 314 
Whittier, California 90601 
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