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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents the results of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) performed in 

general conformance with the scope and limitations of American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Practice E 1527-97, for the site is an abandoned 5.2-mile section of the Union Pacific 

Railroad (UPRR) within the City of Whittier, California (site). Any exceptions to, or deletions from 

this practice are described in Section 1.3 of this report. Based on the findings outlined herein, the 

potential for the existing presence of impacts to the site from hazardous materials/wastes onsite or on 

properties in the vicinity is considered moderate to high. 

At the time of the site reconnaissance, the site was developed as an abandoned 5.2-mile section of 

the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River 

to the north. 

According to a review of historic maps, the railroad right-of-way that is the site was constructed 

sometime between 1912 and 1925. Available maps indicate that commercial development had begun 

in Sections 4 and 5 by 1894, while aerial photographs indicate that Sections 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7 were 

agricultural into the 1920s. The review of available historic maps indicates that the site in Sections 4 

and 5 did not have commercial development on the property before the railroad was built. 

Commercial activities near the site prior to its construction included lumber, feed, fruit packing, and 

oil storage. 

The site has remained a railroad right-of-way since its construction between 1912 and 1925. There is 

no evidence of maintenance yards or refueling facilities along its length. Based upon the site 

reconnaissance and other information reviewed during this environmental site assessment, the 

following primary environmental concern was noted at the site: 

• For the entire length of the site, a material which appears to be slag has been used as track 

ballast. The slag typically makes up 50% to 90% of the total volume of track ballast. The source 

of the slag is currently unknown. At other UPRR properties, the presence of slag has resulted in 

the elevated presence of heavy metals (e.g. arsenic and lead) in soils associated with the track 

bed. 

(Review of historic aerial photographs found many areas of "discoloration" along the site. 

However, the onsite reconnaissance did not reveal pervasive staining. It appears likely that the 

tonal differences noted in the aerial photographs were caused by the different types and colors of 

the rock and slag ballast used on the site.) 
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While the presence of slag on the site is of primary concern, the following environmental conditions 

were also noted at the site: 

• A company named Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley Street (in Section 5) is located immediately 

northeast of the site. Oil, apparently from their cooling equipment compressors, was observed to 

be flowing from their asphalt-paved yard onto the site, impacting soil on the site with petroleum 

hydrocarbons. 

• North of Mar Vista Street and east of the site (Section 4) is the Mar Vista Moulding Company. 

Hardened asphaltic material was observed immediately adjacent to the northeast of the site, 

along the northern portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, hardened, 

resinous substance was observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These 

materials appeared to have flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the 

site so that they lie slightly onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. The exact nature and 

extent of these materials are not known. 

• Dumping has occurred on the site behind Lambert Tires at 14001 Lambert, about 100 yards 

southeast of Calmada Avenue (Section 1). The waste includes a five-gallon, open bucket of 

waste oil, yard waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, and general refuse. In this same area are 

several areas where waste oil has been dumped on the ballast and ties. Other areas of waste 

dumping on the site are present in Sections 2, 3, and 6. Waste material present includes yard 

waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, discarded gasoline-powered lawn mowers, construction 

debris, discarded tires, and general refuse. 

• DTSC file information for American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties at 12353 

Whittier Boulevard (Section 4) indicated that the soil at the property was impacted by total 

petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) above 100 ppm in two areas on the property including the "dip 

tank area." The dip tank area appears to be located partly on the site and it appears that the soil 

on the site was impacted by TPH. The impacted soil was limited to a depth of approximately 5 

feet bgs. According to a DTSC Site Tracking Sheet the "site is already cleaned up" and no 

further action is required by the DHS (the lead agency). Additional information regarding the 

soil clean up was not on file at the DTSC. It is unknown if impacted soil is currently present at 

the site at this location. 

• Files from the RWQCB SLIC section for the City of Whittier Corporation/Maintenance Yard at 

12016 East Hadley Street indicated that activities from two paint waste disposal sumps at the 

City of Whittier Yard impacted the soil and groundwater at the yard. The soil was impacted with 

ethylbenzene, toluene, xylenes, and total fuel hydrocarbons. Information from DHS files 

indicated that the newer of the two sumps was located approximately 4 feet from the site and 
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operated from 1981 until 1986. Based on the proximity of the newer sump to the site, the type of 

soil beneath the sump, and the presence of impacted soil beneath the sump, it is likely that the 

soil beneath the site has been somewhat impacted with petroleum hydrocarbons by the former 

sump activities. 

• Based on experience at other railroad right-of-way sites, herbicides were probably used at the 

site for weed and brush control. The nature and extent of such use is not currently known. 

• Locked signal switching enclosures were the only structures observed onsite. It is unknown if 

electrical equipment in these enclosures may contain oils or PCBs. 

Based on the results of this environmental site assessment, Geocon makes the following general 

recommendations for additional assessment (Phase II Assessment) at the site: 

• Develop a workplan for and perform a sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of the 

slag present in the track ballast and the nature and extent of any impact that the slag may have 

had on site soils. 

• The refuse, waste, and debris noted above should be removed from the site. Electrical equipment 

on the site should be accessed and a determination made as to possible past uses of PCBs in that 

equipment. A survey of the site should be performed to ascertain the property boundaries and 

determine if neighboring establishments have encroached on the site. 

• As a smaller, subsidiary part of the slag assessment, develop a scope of work and perform a 

sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of possible impacts, primarily from 

petroleum hydrocarbons and secondarily from herbicides and PCBs, to the site deriving from the 

other environmental conditions noted above. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report has been prepared by Geocon Consultants, Inc. in accordance with the request of Mr. 

Kirk Trost on behalf of the City of Whittier. The report presents the results of a Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) conducted for the site located along an abandoned 5.2-mile 

section of the UPRR within the City of Whittier, California (site). 

	

1.1. 	Purpose 

The purpose of this ESA is to review past and present land use practices and site operations to 

evaluate the potential presence of recognized environmental conditions at the site. This assessment 

was accomplished by, and limited to, a site reconnaissance, a drive-by survey of the site vicinity, 

interviews, review of records available at the regulatory agencies, and a review of presently and 

readily available pertinent documentation through Geocon's standard resources. These tasks were 

performed to evaluate past and current land use for indications of the manufacture, generation, use, 

storage, and/or disposal of hazardous materials at the site. This ESA includes a preliminary 

evaluation of the potential for soil and/or groundwater impacts resulting from past and present site 

land use activities and nearby offsite operations, based upon the scope of services described. The 

ESA was conducted in general conformance with ASTM Practice E1527-97. The collection of soil, 

groundwater, asbestos, lead, and radon samples or performance of analytical laboratory testing was 

not included as a part of our scope of services, nor is the sampling and testing of these materials 

within the normal scope of a Phase I ESA. The guidelines used for the definition of hazardous 

materials/hazardous wastes, as used in this report, are referenced in the California Code of 

Regulations (CCR) Title 22, Division 4.5. 

	

1.2. 	Credential 

This report has been prepared by Geocon under the professional supervision of the principal whose 

seal and signature appears herein. The information contained in this report has received appropriate 

technical review and approval. The conclusions represent professional judgments and are founded 

upon the findings of the investigations identified in the report and the interpretation of such data 

based on our experience and expertise according to the existing standard of care. 

	

1.3. 	Scope of Services 

Geocon performed the proposed scope of services for the ESA as outlined in Geocon's proposal 

dated November 22, 1999 (Appendix A). Geocon performed the services outlined in the referenced 

proposal with the following exceptions: 

Project No. A8050-06-01 
	

Draft, June21, 2000 



• A reply from Mr. Andy Diez of Kinder Morgan regarding the locations of any of that company's 
pipelines near the site is pending. Any pertinent information will be forwarded upon receipt. 

1.4. 	Site Location 

The site is an abandoned 5.2-mile section of the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills 

Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River to the north. For the purpose of this investigation, the 

site has been divided into seven sections. The seven sections are identified as follows: 

Section 1 

Section 2 
Section 3 
Section 4 
Section 5 
Section 6 
Section 7 

From the south terminus of the site, below Mills Avenue, to Calmada 
Avenue; 
Calmada Avenue to Painter Avenue; 
Painter Avenue to Whittier/Washington Boulevards; 
Whittier/Washington Boulevards to Philadelphia Street 
Philadelphia Street to Broadway Avenue; 
Broadway Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard; and 
Norwalk Boulevard to the northern terminus of the site. 

The approximate location of the site is depicted on the reproduction of a portion of the USGS 

topographic map for the Whittier, California quadrangle, dated 1965 (photorevised 1981) and 

presented as Figure 1. Figure 2 presents a key map showing the location of each section and Site 

Plans of each section are included as Figures 3 through 9. 

2. GEOLOGIC AND GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS 

2.1. 	Geologic Conditions 

Based upon review of the United States Geologic Survey "Whittier, California" topographic 

quadrangle (1965, photorevised 1981), the site is located at elevations ranging from 200 feet in the 

north and south of the site to 240 in the middle portion of the site. Surface topography generally 

appears to slope in a southwesterly direction (approximately perpendicular to the orientation of the 

site). The nearest surface water indicated on the topographic map is the San Gabriel River, which is 

located approximately 200 feet west of the northern end of the site. The San Gabriel River flows 
from northeast to southwest. A percolating basin is located on the west side of the San Gabriel River 

approximately 0.5-mile southeast of the northern end of the site. 

According to a Geotechnical Land Use Capability Map of the City of Whittier dated June 1973, the 

site is underlain by generally medium to low density Recent alluvial deposits of loose clayey sand 

and silty sand with locally perched groundwater. 
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2.2. 	Hydrogeologic Conditions 

The site is located within the Central Groundwater Basin. Sections 1 through 6 of the site are located 

within the Whittier Area of the Central Groundwater Basin and section 7 of the site is located within 

the Montebello Forebay Area of the Central Groundwater Basin (California Department of Water 

Resources, 1961). 

The Whittier Area consists of water-bearing sediments which extend to a depth of approximately 

1,000 feet bgs and include the Recent alluvium and the Lakewood and San Pedro Formations. The 

Recent alluvium deposits include a portion of the Bellflower aquiclude and the Gaspur aquifer. The 

Lakewood Formation found over most of the Whittier Area contains the Artesia and Gage Aquifers 

and part of the Bellflower aquiclude. The San Pedro Formation underlies the entire Whittier Area 

and contains the Hollydale, Jefferson, Lynwood, Silverado, and Sunnyside aquifers. The Pliocene 

and Miocene sediments below the San Pedro Formation reportedly generally contain saline water in 

this area. 

The Montebello Forebay Area consists of water-bearing sediments ranging in age from Recent to 

early Pleistocene. The Recent alluvium contains parts of the Semiperched aquifer, the Bellflower 

aquiclude, and the eastern arm of the Gaspur aquifer. The Lakewood Formation in the Montebello 

Forebay Area also contains the Semiperched aquifer and the Bellflower aquiclude, as well as the 

Artesia, Exposition, Gage, and Gardena aquifers. The San Pedro Formation underlies the Lakewood 

Formation throughout the Montebello Forebay Area and contains the Hollydale, Jefferson, Lynwood, 

and Sunnyside aquifers. The Sunnyside aquifer is the deepest aquifer reportedly identified in the 

Montebello Forebay Area and extends to a depth of approximately 1,400 feet bgs (California 

Department of Water Resources, 1961). 

According to Mr. Howard Miller, Senior Engineering Technician with the City of Whittier, the depth 

to groundwater near the site is at least 50 feet bgs and the groundwater flow direction is to the 

southwest. Based on the review of various subsurface site characterization reports for properties 

located in the vicinity of the site, it appears that the depth to groundwater at the site and in the nearby 

vicinity ranges from approximately 30 feet bgs in Section 2, 55 to 70 feet bgs in Section 4, and 85 

bgs in Section 5. The groundwater flow direction was reported to be to the southwest. 

Mr. Miller indicated that the City of Whittier Water Division supplies drinking water to the site area. 

The drinking water is pumped from nine of 17 wells owned by the City of Whittier. According to the 

City of Whittier Annual Water Quality Report dated April 1999, the drinking water from the wells 

meets all state and federal safe drinking water standards. 
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3. SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

3.1. 	Onsite Reconnaissance 

Mr. Curtis Welty, Senior Geologist of Geocon, conducted a reconnaissance of the site on May 8 and 

June 1, 2000. The purpose of the site reconnaissance was to observe existing site conditions and to 

evaluate for evidence of recognized environmental conditions, including hazardous materials and/or 

wastes. Observations noted during the site reconnaissance are summarized below. Selected 

photographs of the site are presented as Appendix B of this report. 

General Observations 

The site is an abandoned 5.2-mile section of the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills 

Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River to the north. The site in this stretch varies from about 

60 feet to 175 feet in width. Along most of the length of the site, there is one set of tracks. Locally, 

additional sidings are present. In other areas, tracks and ties have been removed. 

During the December 1999 initial site reconnaissance, the old UPRR Depot building had been 

observed south of Philadelphia Avenue. Other than the signal switching enclosures at signal-

protected grade crossings, no buildings were observed onsite during the May 2000 site visit. The 

signal switching enclosures were locked and not accessible during the site reconnaissance. It is 

unknown if electrical equipment in these enclosures may contain oils or PCBs. No soil staining was 

observed around these enclosures. 

As noted elsewhere in this report, this section of track is abandoned and, thus, no normal track 

maintenance activities were observed during the site reconnaissance. However, based on experience 

at other railroad right-of-way sites, herbicides were probably used at the site for weed and brush 

control. The nature and extent of such use is not currently known. 

Everywhere along the site, track ballast is present and consists of a mixture of natural, crushed rock 

and what appears to be a form of slag. The slag typically makes up 50% to 90% of the total volume 

of track ballast. 

There appears to be three primary types of slag. About 75% of the slag is a light to medium gray 

vesicular material. This slag is relatively light in weight. The matrix of the slag is either structureless 

or is comprised of minute (0.75 mm by 4 mm) laths. Iron staining is common and blebs of what 

appears to be metallic iron are sporadically present. The second type of slag is a black to red black 

vesicular material otherwise identical to the gray slag. This dark slag comprises about 25% of all 
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slag. Finally, there is a black to red black, vitreous, vesicular slag that is relatively heavy. This type 

of slag makes up only 1% or less of all slag. 

The source of the slag is currently unknown. Samples of slag from the UPRR Sacramento Yard were 

obtained by Geocon's Sacramento office. This slag is known to have originated at the Kennecott 

Garfield Smelter in Utah. This slag has apparently been the source of some heavy metals (arsenic 

and lead) impact at the Sacramento Yard. However, from a preliminary comparison of the 

appearance of the Sacramento Yard slag with that from the UPRR site in Whittier, only the dark, 

vitreous slag that makes up only 1% or less of all slag at Whittier appears comparable to the 

Sacramento Yard slag. Preliminarily, the light, gray or black slag with the occasional blebs of 

metallic iron that comprises nearly 99% of all the Whittier slag appears to come from a different 

source. 

Section 1 

The UPRR site splits off from the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks just south of Mills 

Avenue. The SPRR tracks appear active. From this point northwest to Gunn Avenue, the track and 

ties have been removed and the ballast has been graded. The ballast appears to be approximately 

50% slag and 50% rock. 

From Gunn Avenue to Calmada Avenue, the track and ties are mostly in-place. The ballast appears 

to be about 90% slag for this stretch. Dumping has occurred on the site behind Lambert Tires at 

14001 Lambert, about 100 yards southeast of Calmada. The waste includes a five-gallon, open 

bucket of waste oil, yard waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, and general refuse. In this same area 

are several areas where waste oil has been dumped on the ballast and ties. 

Section 2 

Between Calmada Avenue and Laurel Avenue, the tracks and ties are in-place. Ballast for this 

section of the site appears to contain about 75% slag. There is a refuse pile on the site behind the 

residence at 13708 Dittmar Drive, including a number of discarded gasoline-powered lawn mowers. 

Between Laurel Avenue and Painter Avenue, the site curves more northerly and away from Lambert 

Road. Tracks and ties are still in-place for this portion. The site appears unusually narrow, with a 

trailer sales business to the southwest encroaching very close to the tracks and additions to homes on 

the northeast similarly close to the tracks. Slag content in the ballast here, too, appears to be about 

75%. 
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Section 3 

Between Painter Avenue and Greenleaf Avenue, tracks and ties remain in-place. Here, the ballast 

appears to be composed of about 50% slag. Midway between Painter Avenue and Greenleaf Avenue 

there are several refuse piles containing construction debris, discarded tires, and yard waste. 

Northwest of Greenleaf Avenue, the site rises on a fill embankment as it approaches its elevated 

crossing at Whittier Boulevard and Santa Fe Springs Road. The ballast in this stretch is particularly 

voluminous and slag comprises at least 75% of the total. The dark, heavy, glassy slag that is rare 

elsewhere on the site predominates here. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

Section 4 

From its elevated crossing at Whittier Boulevard and Santa Fe Springs Road, the site descends to the 

surrounding grade about 1/4-mile north of that intersection. Between Santa Fe Springs Road and Mar 

Vista Street, the track ballast is comprised of about 75% slag, in the usual ratio of 75% gray and 25% 

black slag. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

North of Mar Vista Street and east of the site is the Mar Vista Moulding Company. Hardened 

asphaltic material was observed immediately adjacent to the northeast of the site, along the northern 

portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, hardened, resinous substance was 

observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These materials appeared to have 

flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the site so that they lie slightly 

onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. Ballast in this stretch of the site between Mar Vista 

Street and Penn Street is 75% slag. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

The slag content of ballast increases to 90% between Penn Street and Philadelphia Street. Large 

areas of the black, vesicular, relatively lightweight slag are present in this area. Tracks and ties are 

in-place. 

Section 5 

The high slag content of the road bed ballast continues between Philadelphia Street and Hadley 

Street, with slag making up about 90% of the ballast material. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

A company named Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley Street is located immediately northeast of the site. 

Oil, apparently from their cooling equipment compressors, was observed to be flowing from their 

asphalt-paved yard onto the site. In addition, drums of material were stored leaning against the fence 

between the Cool-A-Coo property and the site. Ballast in this stretch of the site between Hadley 
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Street and Camilla Street contains about 80% slag. Similarly, the ballast between Camilla Street and 

Broadway is about 80% slag. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

Section 6 

Ballast containing about 80% slag continues between Broadway and Norwalk Boulevard. 

Construction and demolition debris was observed on the site about 150 yards north of Palm Avenue. 

In addition, tree-trimming debris has been dumped over the rear walls of adjacent homes onto the 

site north of Palm Avenue. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

At the north edge of Palm Park, the site climbs an embankment as it approaches the elevated 

crossing at Norwalk Boulevard. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

Section 7 

The site remains elevated beyond Norwalk Boulevard until past Orange Grove School. The track 

ballast is composed of about 90% slag from Norwalk Boulevard to the northern terminus of the site 

just east of the San Gabriel River. 

The site was inaccessible over the 605 Freeway where steel gates close both ends of the elevated 

crossing. Tracks and ties are in-place up to the Freeway. 

North of the 605, the site passes through vacant land. Most of the rails have been removed but most 

of the ties remain in-place. 

3.2. 	Offsite Observations 

A representative of Geocon observed the adjacent properties from the site and from public 

thoroughfares on May 8, 2000, to assess if facilities and/or structures located on these properties are 

operated by entities that potentially use, store, generate, or dispose of hazardous materials/wastes. 

The site is surrounded by residential neighborhoods in all directions with commercial and retail 

businesses present along major thoroughfares near to and adjoining the site. Commercial and light 

industrial uses currently and historically have been concentrated within Sections 4 and 5 and have 

included oil company storage and pumping stations, fruit packing and processing plants, automotive 

repair, and food manufacturing facilities. The following observations were made during Geocon's 

site visit in May 2000. 
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Section 1 

East: Residential neighborhoods. 

West: Residential along the southern half of the block north of Mills Avenue. Mixed commercial and 

retail businesses are located along Lambert Avenue, north of the residences and adjacent to the west 

of the site. These include a high performance tires and wheels retailer with some tires stored on or 

adjacent to the site. 

A concrete block wall separates the site from the businesses. The SPRR tracks are present adjacent 

to the west of the southern portion of the site, and then veer off to the west. High Style Auto Sales is 

present at the southwest corner of Lambert and Gunn Avenues. North of Gunn on the west side of 

Lambert is a Jiffy Lube vehicle service facility and mixed commercial and retail stores, including 

"Glo-Cleaners" dry cleaners, located at approximately 14076 Lambert Avenue. 

Lambert Tires (14001 Lambert Avenue) is located on the southeast corner of Lambert and Calmada 

Avenues, adjacent to the west of the site. Discoloration of soil, indicative of dumping, and a one 5- 

gallon container of motor oil were observed on the site near this facility. On the southwest corner of 

this intersection is an ARCO Gasoline Station with an apparent hydrocarbon remediation system in 

place and twelve 55-gallon drums of waste oil onsite. 

Section 2 

East: Residential neighborhoods. 

West: Landscaping, followed by Lambert Avenue from Calmada Avenue to Laurel Avenue. 

The site follows Lambert Avenue north of Laurel for approximately 1/2-block before veering 

northeast near Painter Avenue. Adjacent to the west of the site at this location is the Schlegelmilch 

Truck and Trailer Rental Yard; which appeared to have a significant amount of debris and potential 

dumping as well as drums which were not identifiable from the public thoroughfare. Vehicle 

servicing, such as oil changes appear to be conducted onsite. North of the Schlegelmilch facility is 

the King Arthur's Automotive Court, which appears to be a relatively new complex with many 

vehicle-serving tenants. 

On the west side of Lambert, north of Calmada, are a gasoline and vehicle repair station (identified 

only as "Fuel" at 13940 Lambert). At the rear of this facility were five full and partially full, rusted, 

55-gallon drums labeled only "waste." An air conditioning repair shop is adjacent to the north of this 

station. Residential neighborhoods are present north to Laurel Avenue. 
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North of Laurel Avenue, the Laurel Avenue Elementary School is present on the northwest corner of 

the intersection with Lambert followed on the north by a self-serve carwash (appears to be shut 

down), automobile and truck repair facilities, and retail stores to Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

East: Residential neighborhoods to Greenleaf Avenue. To the north of Greenleaf Avenue, adjacent to 

the east of the site is the Champion Chemical Company at 8319 Greenleaf Avenue. Substantial 

storage and transfer facilities and equipment were observed at this site. A length of PVC piping 

extends along the property boundary adjoining the site and discharges to an apparent sump located 

on the southwest corner of the chemical company facility. East of this site is a vacant lot which 

appears to have been the location of a former commercial facility, based on the partially buried 

concrete slabs and evidence of former concrete walls observed on this property. 

Residences follow to the north until the intersection with Whittier, Washington, Santa Fe Springs, 

and La Cuarta Roads. Auto repair, medical offices, and vehicle painting businesses are located 

between the site, Whittier Boulevard and La Cuarta Road to the east of the site where it is elevated 

on a bridge over the intersection. 

West: Residential neighborhoods are located adjacent to the west of the site until near the 

intersection of Whittier, Washington, Santa Fe Springs, and La Cuarta Roads. Churches and a school 

are present at the intersection of Greenleaf Avenue and the site. To the south of Santa Fe Springs 

Road along the site bridge are a medical supplies warehouse, a car wash, and a former commercial 

facility which appears to have had an approximately 20 x 15 feet bermed subsurface holding area 

and numerous cuts and apparent fills in the asphalt paved area surrounding the onsite building. The 

use of this former, vacant, facility is not known. North of Santa Fe Springs Road and south of 

Washington Boulevard is a shoe retail business and a construction and rubber manufacturing 

company. 

Section 4 

East: The properties located north of La Cuarta Road and adjacent to the site, are residential to 

Pacific Place, with a Salvation Army Center present south of Pickering. Residences line Pacific 

Place and are followed on the north by Ziemann Trailer Manufacturer, at Mar Vista Avenue. 

Rectangular areas of patching in the asphalt pavement along the eastern side of the site were noted 

along the southern portion of the Ziemann property. East of the Ziemann facility is a Southern 

California Gas Company facility followed by residential neighborhoods to the east and north. 
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North of Mar Vista Street is the Mar Vista Moulding Company and possibly another unidentified 

property used as a storage yard. Hardened asphaltic flow was observed immediately adjacent to the 

east of the site, along the northern portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, 

hardened, resinous substance was observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These 

materials appeared to have flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the site 

so that they lie slightly onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. A spur extends into the Moulding 

Company to the southeast from the site at Penn Street. 

North of Penn Street is EPI Engine Performance Injectors. Residential properties are present north of 

EPI and are followed by various vehicle repair facilities located near Wardman Avenue. North of 

these facilities, south of Philadelphia Avenue is a plumbing and industrial supply yard. During the 

December 1999 initial site reconnaissance, the old UPRR Depot building was observed onsite in this 

location. 

West: Whittier Boulevard followed by a large landscaped strip is present to the west of the site. 

North of Washington Boulevard are numerous commercial and light industrial businesses. Just south 

of Mar Vista Avenue, the site veers to the northeast, away from Whittier Boulevard. At the southeast 

corner of Mar Vista and the site is Pro-Auto Sales, located across the site to the west of Ziemann 

Trailers. 

North of Mar Vista is a vacant, graded lot with some vehicles present. North of the lot is the Whittier 

Auto Center, a small business park with 6-7 automotive service tenants. North of Whittier Auto 

Center is King Richard's Antique Center, a complex of buildings crowned by a very large, 

apparently old former packing house located just south of Penn Street and adjacent west of the site. 

North of Penn Street is a large building surrounded by open yards identified as Commercial Cooling 

(12331 Penn Street), followed a business park with vehicle repair and other businesses with 4-5 

tenants. One 5-gallon container was observed on the site in this location. 

North of the business park was a fenced vacant lot with exposed soil and some concrete slabs. Only a 

small point of the far eastern portion of this site is adjacent to the site. Approximately fifty 

unlabeled, rusty and damaged 55-gallon drums were observed stored and stacked on the western 

portion of this lot near Whittier Boulevard. Some of the drums were sealed; others lacked lids 

entirely or were damaged. Almost all of the drums appeared to be full or partially full of a 

black/gray, crumbly, dry asphaltic substance. A few of the drums were observed to contain dried 

blackened rags, and others had apparently been set on fire. This same asphaltic substance was 

observed on the ground on the eastern and central portions of the site in an area estimated to measure 

over 3,000 square feet. North of this area were a few old rural-residential properties and various 
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vehicle repair and commercial businesses separated from the site by concrete block walls, extending 

north to Philadelphia Street. 

West of Whittier Boulevard near Philadelphia Street is a vacant lot and Whittier Auto Wrecking. 

Section 5 

East: North of Philadelphia is a vehicle body repair shop, which is located uphill from the site and 

maintains a dirt and gravel storage lot for vehicles, equipment, and materials. EC Air and a Self-

Storage facility follow to the north to Bailey Street. Between Bailey and Hadley Streets is 

Reynaldo's Mexican Food manufacturing facility. East and southeast of Reynaldo's is Whittier High 

School. 

North of Hadley is the Cool-A-Coo facility where standing oil was observed on the asphalt-paved 

surface near the site. A large storage yard, possibly including Durand Construction and other 

businesses is present extending north to Camilla. Storage of drums and some dumping and debris 

was observed adjacent to the site on this site. The remainder of this block to the east is occupied by 

various commercial and industrial facilities. 

From Camilla to Broadway, residential neighborhoods are present east of the site. 

West: North of Philadelphia is an unsigned facility and Calcor Space Facility. North of these 

facilities and south of Bailey Street is Champion Performance. North of Bailey Street is Bob and 

Dave's Towing Service, followed by the City of Whittier Storage and Equipment Yard. 

North of Hadley Street is a large, walled enclosure containing Whittier Transmission Repair and 

Wrecking Company, which has apparent unpaved areas located adjacent to the site. This site is 

followed by residential neighborhoods to Broadway Avenue. 

Section 6 

With the exception of a dental office, a school, and Palm Park, the areas adjoining the site to the east 

and west are residential in Section 6. 

Section 7 

With the exception of a school and a few chicken farms and agricultural plots, the areas adjoining 

the site to the east and west are residential in Section 7 to the 605 Freeway. North of the 605 
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Freeway, the site is part of a larger construction or staging area observed to contain construction 

activities and equipment. 

4. SITE HISTORY 

4.1. 	Review of Historical Sanborn Maps 

Historical Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) dated 

1894, 1900, 1907, 1912, 1925, and 1941 were reviewed. Copies of these maps are included in 

Appendix C. Observations noted from the historical map review are discussed below. 

1894 Maps 

Sections 1 through 3 and 5, 6 and 7 are not depicted on the maps. 

Section 4 

This section was partially depicted on the maps. The site railroad tracks were not present. The area 

located to the south of Philadelphia Street and adjacent to the east of County Road (now Whittier 

Boulevard) was occupied by the San Pedro Lumber Company Feed and Planing Mill. This facility 

was not adjacent to the site but located on the block immediately west of the current site location. 

"Shavings and corn cobs drenched with crude oil" was the reported fuel at this site; however, the 

storage location of any crude oil was not depicted. 

Immediately south of the lumber mill was the Whittier Fruit Cannery. The main buildings of this 

facility were non-adjacent, however, the fruit drying yards, including a sulfur house were located 

adjacent to the west of the site. A 30-gallon gasoline tank "2' underground" was also indicated near 

the Cannery Buildings, along County Road and fuel for the facility was described as coal and peach 

pits with kerosene for lighting. The main line of the Whittier Branch of the SPRR was present along 

County Road and a spur extended onto the lumber mill and cannery properties. 

To the west of the site along Hadley Street, was a small reservoir. 

1900 Maps  

Sections 1 through 3 and 5, 6 and 7 were not depicted. 
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Section 4 

This section was partially depicted similarly to the 1894 maps. Whittier Lumber Company and the 

W.A. Vernon Feed & Planing Mill remained in a similar location to the 1894 maps (South of 

Philadelphia Street). Additional sidetracks had been extended from the spur noted in 1894 along 

these properties. Additional buildings had been constructed and a crude oil tank and a gasoline 

engine were depicted at the planing mill (non-adjacent to the west of the site). Additional buildings 

and features had been added to the adjacent fruit cannery with a crude oil and gasoline tank present 

near County Road. Dwellings were present between these facilities and the site. 

Additional fruit packing houses depicted as used only for storage and packing were present to the 

west of the site and west of the Whittier Boulevard, near the present location of La Cuarta Road. 

1907 Maps  

Sections 1 through 3 and 6 and 7 were not depicted. 

Section 4 

This section was depicted similarly to the 1900 maps. The lumber storage areas depicted to the south 

of Philadelphia had been removed and were now occupied by a hay warehouse, dwellings, and 

numerous warehouses for the Whittier Milling Company. The former side spur noted had been 

extended both north and south and was now identified as a main line. 

1 Section 5 

This section was depicted with San Pedro Lumber Company now located to the north of Philadelphia 

Street. A railroad turntable was also present along this track to the northwest of the lumber company, 

near County Road (now Whittier Boulevard). Fruit packing warehouses and a freight depot were 

depicted along the main SPRR line, located to the west of County Road. 

1912 Maps 

Sections 1 through 3 and 6 and 7 were not depicted. 
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Section 4 

This section was depicted similarly to the 1907 maps with the feed and planing mill now renamed 

Globe Mills Feed Mill and located to the south of dwellings located adjacent to the south of 

Philadelphia Street. Dwellings remained between the mill and the site, which had not yet been 

developed as a railroad right-of-way. The Edmund Peycke Fruit Packing Company was present to 

the south of the mill. 

Section 5 

This section was also similar to the 1907 map depiction, with the San Pedro Lumber Company and 

railroad features remaining near Magnolia Avenue and North County Road. East of Magnolia, south 

of Hadley Street were depicted large elevated oil tanks reported as owned by Home Oil Company, 

Whittier Crude Oil Company, and Colorado Oil Company. These tanks would have been located 

non-adjacent to the west of the current site. 

The former reservoir depicted on the 1900 maps near Commercial Avenue (now Hoover or Acacia 

Streets) was depicted as the Central Oil Company of Los Angeles Pumping Plant (current site of 

Reynaldo's Mexican Foods facility). One elevated fuel oil tank was depicted on the far eastern side 

of this site, which appears to be located partially adjacent to the site. The contents of the reservoir 

were not identified. 

North of Hadley and east of Magnolia and the main spur noted on the 1907 maps was a brick 

company and the Southern Counties Gas Company's Gas Works (currently occupied by Whittier 

Wrecking and Transmission Repair). One 55,000 and one 10,000 cu ft. holding tanks were depicted 

on this site which appears to be close, but non-adjacent to the west of the site. 

1925 Maps  

Sections 1 through 3 and 6 and 7 were not depicted. 

Section 4 

This section depicted the site to be developed as the UPRR Main Track. South of Philadelphia Street, 

a freight house and train depot were present to the east of the tracks. Three spur tracks were present 

to the east of the main tracks, apparently serving the freight house and the adjacent east Barr Lumber 

Company (currently a plumbing and industrial supply facility). A substantial amount of stored 

lumber was indicated on this site but no materials of concern were identified. Further east of the site 
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appeared Union High School in roughly its present configuration. Dwellings and a few small 

restaurants and businesses were present to the west of the site. 

Adjacent to the north of West Penn Street was a large facility identified as the Murphy Oil 

Company's Fruit Packing Warehouse (currently a commercial cooling facility) on the west of the 

site and a small foundry was depicted to the east. North of the Murphy Oil facility was an 

unidentified area with a potential pit and a storage area which was labeled illegibly (This area 

roughly corresponds to the property observed during the site visit to contain numerous 55-gallon 

drums and a black, asphaltic substance). The sidetracks rejoined the main track at Penn Street and 

continued as a single track to the south. 

Between West Sunny Slope and West Penn Streets was the Whittier Citrus Association packing and 

drying facility (some of the buildings appear to remain as part of the current King Richard's Antique 

Center). South of West Sunny Slope and adjacent to the west of the site were the Whittier Walnut 

Growers Association packing house (currently the Whittier Auto Center), followed on the south by a 

Union Oil Company facility with oil and grease storage (currently a vacant lot), located to the north 

of Mar Vista Street and adjacent to the west of the site. Two spurs extended into all three of these 

facilities. Only a portion of this facility was depicted on the maps. Areas to the east in this block 

were not depicted. Areas depicted to the south of Hadley Street, such as the reservoir and Central Oil 

pumping plant remained as previously depicted. A small portion of the reservoir appeared adjacent 

to the east of the site with dwellings remaining adjacent between the reservoir and the site on the 

north end. 

West of the site and west of Whittier Boulevard were the State Reform School Grounds. 

Section 5 

This section appeared similar to the 1912 maps with the addition of the site UPRR. Dwellings and 

the Whittier Lumber Company were present to the west of the site north of Philadelphia Street (now 

Calcor Space Facility and other commercial properties). Some small auto repair facilities, including 

non-adjacent gas and oil storage were depicted to the west of the site, north of West Bailey Street 

(now Bob & Dave's Towing). The SPRR tracks remained to the west of the site, near Magnolia 

Avenue and Whittier Boulevard. Areas to the east of the site were not depicted to the north of Bailey 

Street. 
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West of the site, near the SPRR tracks, the former feed mill was no longer present and the area was 
occupied by warehouses, an ice manufacturer, and a citrus by-products factory. 

1941 Maps (Updated from 1925 base) 

Sections 1 through 3 were not depicted. 

Section 4 

Section 4 appeared similar to the previous depiction. South of Philadelphia, to the east of the site, the 
Barr Lumber Company had added storage sheds along the site spur. One of these sheds, located 
between the Barr Lumber Spur and the spur leading to the freight depot, was identified as a lime and 
cement shed and another as paint storage. South of this area, along the southeastern portion of the 
Barr Lumber facility was an auto repair facility, with gas and oil storage indicated. 

The features noted on the site located north of the Murphy Oil facility, believed to be the location of 
numerous drums observed during the site visit, were no longer depicted. An unidentifiable feature 
was present to the southeast of the Murphy Oil building. 

Adjacent to the east of the site and north of West Sunny Slope, four underground concrete fuel tanks 
and an automobile storage or repair facility were depicted, bounded by Pierce Avenue on the east 
(the address reported on the maps is 700-710 West Sunny Slope). This is the current location of 
residences and the Mar Vista Moulding Company. 

South of Sunnyslope, to the west of the site was the Sunset-Sternau Food Co. Whittier Plant in the 
former location of the Whittier Walnut Growers packing house (current site of the Whittier Auto 
Center), followed on the south by the Union Oil facility previously identified (now a vacant lot). To 
the east of the site was a venetian blind manufacturer. 

West of Whittier Boulevard, to the west of the site were various commercial and manufacturing 
businesses, as today. 

Section 5 

This section was depicted similar to the 1936 photographs. North of Philadelphia Street, to the west 
of the site, the former San Pedro Lumber Co. facility had been expanded to occupy the entire block 
and was identified as E.K. Wood Lumber Company (currently the Calcor Space Facility and other 
commercial businesses). 
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North of Bailey Street, a Richfield Oil Company Oil Depot was depicted adjacent to the west of the 

site. Aboveground steel gas tanks were depicted as well as grease and oil warehouse and a pump 

house (current location of Bob and Dave's Towing). The City of Whittier Yard was also present to 

the north and west of this site, with vehicle repair facilities present onsite. 

The Standard Oil Company pump house and reservoir remained depicted to the south of West 

Hadley, partially adjacent to the site; however, the oil tanks previously identified to the west of the 

site in this location were no longer present. 

North of West Hadley Street and adjacent to the east of the site, an auto repair facility and a rug 

cleaning company were present (currently Cool-A-Coo and other businesses). Further north along 

the western side of the site was the Consolidated Telephone Co. materials yard (Currently Durand 

Construction and others). To the west of the site appeared the Southern Counties Gas Company with 

paint and woodworking facilities (currently Whittier Transmission and Auto Wrecking). 

Sections 6 and 7 were not depicted. 

4.2 	Review of Historical Aerial Photographs 

Historical aerial photographs available from Continental Aerial Photography, Inc. for the years 1954, 

1970, 1971, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1983, 1986, and 1988 were reviewed. Historical aerial photographs 

from the Fairchild Collection dated 1927, 1928, 1933, 1936, 1937, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1951, 

1960, and 1965 were reviewed at Whittier College. Observations noted from the historical 

photograph review are discussed below. 

1927 Photographs 

Sections 1 through 3 depicted the site as surrounded by agricultural fields and orchards with some 

rural residential properties. 

Sections 4 through 7 were not depicted on the photographs. 

1928 Photographs 

Sections 1 and 2 remained similar to the 1927 depiction. An old orchard with many residential 

buildings appeared to the south of Painter Avenue. 
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Section 3 

This section also remained developed agriculturally with some small residential plots. Many small 
buildings were present between the site and Whittier Boulevard east of the main intersection of 

Whittier and Washington Boulevards. 

Section 4 

This section indicated that agricultural plots and orchards occupied the site vicinity with most of the 
apparent commercial businesses identified on the 1925 Sanborn maps also present. Four apparent 
storage containers or tanks appeared on or adjacent to the west of the site near Walnut Street. 

Section 5 

This section indicated the site and vicinity remained similar to the 1925 depiction. Between Hadley 
Street and Camilla Street to the north was an area of open, potentially exposed soil and some 
buildings, to the west of the site (current site of Whittier Transmission and Auto Wrecking). The 
reservoir and oil pump station depicted at Hadley Street on the 1925 and earlier Sanborn maps was 

not observed on the photographs. 

Sections 6 and 7 

These sections were depicted as developed as orchards and other agricultural uses. The 605 Freeway 
was not present and the San Gabriel River appeared as a wash area. 

1933 Photographs  

Sections 1 through 3 remained similar to the 1928 depiction 

Section 4 

This section remained similar to the 1928 depiction. Additional buildings were present in the UPRR 
freight yard and depot to the south of Philadelphia Street. 

Section 5 

This section remained similar to the 1928 depiction. Numerous buildings were present to the south 

of Hadley, adjacent to the west of the site (current location of the City yard). 
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North of Hadley Street, to the east of the site were some remaining orchards and three apparent 

commercial buildings with open space areas (current location of Cool-A-Coo and Durand 

Construction storage yards). To the west remained three large buildings and apparent open space 

areas with disturbed soil (current Whittier Transmission and Auto Wrecking facility). 

Sections 6 and 7 

These sections remained occupied by orchards and rural residential structures. The area currently 

developed as Palm Park appeared to be a river washout area. 

1936 and 1937 Photographs  

All sections appeared similar to the 1933 depiction. 

1945 Photographs  

Sections 1 through 3 

These sections remained similar to the 1937 depictions. Some trucks and storage areas appeared to 

the north and east of Painter Street (currently residential). Some storage appeared on the tracks to the 

south of the intersection of Whittier and Washington Boulevards. 

Section 4 

This section remained similar to the 1937 depiction. Heavy use and storage appeared on the site 

between Penn and Bailey Streets. 

Section 5 

Section 5 remained similar to the 1937 depiction. Heavy use, storage and potential discoloration 

appeared on the site between Hadley and Camilla Streets. 

Section 6 and 7 

These sections were developed generally with remaining agricultural plots and residential properties. 

The Palm Park area appeared graded. 
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1946 Photographs 

All sections appeared similar to the 1945 depiction. 

1947 Photographs  

Section 1 remained similar to the 1946 depiction. 

Section 2 

Section 2 remained similar to the 1946 depiction with increased residential development. The area to 
the east and north of Calmada Street appeared graded and plotted for residential development. 

Section 3 

This section remained similar to the 1946 depiction. 

Section 4 

Section 4 also remained similar to the 1946 depiction with a large graded area to the north of 
Washington and west of Whittier Boulevard present. The railroad depot building located at 

Philadelphia appeared to have been expanded. 

Sections 5 through 7 

These sections remained similar to the 1946 depictions. 

1948 Photographs  

All section appeared similar to the 1947 depiction. A darkened area appeared onsite near Mar Vista 
Street. 
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1951 Photographs 

Sections 1 through 3 

These sections appeared similar to the 1948 photographs. Some commercial buildings were present 

along the site in Sections 1 and 2 but were not discernible due to the small scale of these 

photographs. 

Section 4 

Section 4 appeared similar with increased commercial development at the intersection of 

Washington and Whittier Boulevards. 

Section 5 

This section appeared similar to the 1948 depiction. 

Section 6 

Section 6 was developed residentially with schools and Palm Park now present. 

Section 7 

Section 7 appeared similar to the 1948 depiction. 

1954 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site ran adjacent to the east of Lambert Road and was surrounded by residential properties. 

North of Gunn, three small buildings were present adjacent west with an open yard with parking 

and/or storage and apparent disturbed soil (current location of Jiffy Lube and retail strip). North of 

this yard was a medium-sized building, also with an open yard with parking and/or storage near 

Cedargrove Avenue. Two small structures were present on or immediately adjacent to the west of the 

site near Cedargrove. Further north was residential, followed by some small structures and an 

apparent darkened area located at Calmada (near Lambert Tires and the current ARCO Gas Station). 

To the adjacent east was residential. 
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Section 2 

North of Calmada to Laurel was residential. Some small potential storage features (3-4) appeared 

just south of Laurel Avenue, west of the site. 

The site veers to the north/northwest away from Lambert, north of Calmada. North of Laurel 

Avenue, was a large facility (potentially a school) located non-adjacent within one block to the west 

of the site. A strip of land with some apparent small structures or storage features appeared 

immediately adjacent to the west of the site (currently location of Schlegelmilch Truck and Trailer 

Rental and King Arthur Automotive Court). Some apparent discoloration of the site and potential 

storage features appeared in this area. Residential neighborhoods are present to the east. An area of 

open space is present on the west, south of Painter (currently automotive and commercial/retail). 

Section 3 

North of Painter were some small unidentifiable buildings located on or adjacent east of the site. A 

small feature (potentially an aboveground storage tank) was located on the site in this area. West of 

the site was residential. To the south of Greenleaf Avenue were some small buildings and features 

clustered along the tracks with some potential storage. Residential neighborhoods surrounded. 

North of Greenleaf was a large apparent agricultural facility to the west (now a church and school) 

and a large facility with many large buildings, apparent storage and parking to the east (currently 

location of Champion Chemical Company). No apparent storage or staining was observed on the 

site. North of these areas was residential. 

Just south of the intersection of Whittier, Washington, and La Cuarta Boulevards was apparent 

storage and discoloration of the site. Agricultural, commercial and residential properties surrounded 

the intersection, which was crossed by overpass by the onsite railroad tracks. 

Section 4 

The site tracks cross Whittier and Washington Blvds. on the southern boundary of the section via 

overpass. Potential storage features and discoloration appear along the site throughout this section. 

Some discoloration remained on the site in the area of Mar Vista Street as observed on the 1948 

photographs (near the former Union Oil Company facility, currently a vacant lot). 

On the east, adjacent to the north of La Cuarta Street and east of Pickering was a commercial facility 

with approximately three medium-sized buildings and apparent parking and storage. The railroad 

tracks are still elevated at this location, descending from the overpass. Along the spur to the west of 
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Pickering and adjacent to the east of the site were rural residential properties and small orchards. 

North of this area (near Walnut Street) was an apparent large farm building, large agricultural field, 

and an orchard fronting along Mar Vista Street (now Ziemann Trailers and the So Cal Gas Facility). 

An area used for parking and potentially storage was present between the site and the large farm 

building to the east. Immediately adjacent to the east of the site, west of the orchard, was a small 

strip of land, which appeared to have numerous trails leading to the spur. A similar area was present 

to the west of the site, south of Mar Vista. Disturbed soil and potential storage features and 

discoloration was noted on the site in the area of Mar Vista Street. 

West of the site between the intersection of Santa Fe Springs Road and Washington Boulevard, were 

two large buildings with four medium and one large apparent compressed gas storage tanks 

(cylindrical with rounded tops). West of the site, to the south of Mar Vista Street was Whittier Blvd. 

and a large landscaped divider, followed by large commercial facilities. Some orchards and 

agricultural fields remain. A few of the commercial properties fronting along Sorenson Avenue to 

the west exhibited areas of disturbed soil. 

South of Mar Vista Street and adjacent east of the site was a small building surrounded by very dark 

discoloration of the ground surface. The discoloration did not appear to extend onto the site. 

Patching of the asphalt paving was observed roughly in this location during the site visit. 

North of MarVista, extending to Penn, two commercial facilities were present west of the site (likely 

a former packing house and a former Union Oil Company facility). Additional spurs extended into 

these facilities. One large building was adjacent to the east of the site (potentially the former 

automotive facility with underground fuel tanks noted on the 1941 Sanborn maps), with rural 

residential properties following to the north. Apparent storage features and discoloration were 

present along the site in this area. One additional large commercial facility was present north of 

Penn, west of the site (currently commercial cooling). 

South of Philadelphia was rural residential on the east and four medium-sized commercial buildings 

were located to the west of the site. The railroad depot building observed onsite in December 1999 

was located on the site east of the tracks and south of Philadelphia. Rural residential properties were 

located to the west. 

Section 5 

North of Philadelphia, the site follows Gregory, adjacent to the west, for one block before veering to 

the northwest. West of the site was a facility with a few medium-sized buildings and many trucks 

and parking. To the east was residential, followed by a facility (potentially school buildings) to the 

north, and adjacent east of the site. Athletic fields followed to the north of this site. A few large 
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buildings and vehicle parking and storage appeared west of the athletic fields, adjacent east of the 
site and numerous buildings, vehicles, and potential storage, appeared adjacent to the west of the 
site, south of Hadley Street. 

Numerous small and medium-sized buildings on the south occupied the block located north of 
Hadley Street with a spur extending to the northeast. Open space followed, with apparent parking 
and storage along the site. Some areas of apparent discoloration also appeared on the site in this area. 

Rural-residential properties and orchards occupied the block to the north, south of Broadway. 

Section 6 

From Broadway north to Palm, the area adjacent to the west was residential. To the east was 
residential immediately north of the Broadway, followed by a cluster of small buildings located on 
or immediately adjacent to the east of the site. Some disturbed or discolored soil was observed on the 
site in this area. To the north of this area was graded, open land that appeared to have been recently 
cleared. Some apparent small storage features were also present near Palm. 

North to Floral Drive/St. Lorene was residential followed by an apparent municipal recreation area 
or park. Residential neighborhoods followed to Norwalk Blvd. 

Section 7 

Residential and rural residential properties were located on both sides of the site north to the present 
location of the 605 Freeway. An apparent school appeared just north of Broadway, to the east of the 
site. Open space and cleared and graded areas appeared in the vicinity of the site near the San 
Gabriel River and present location of the Freeway. The site tracks connected to another east/west 
trending railroad track branch just east of the river. 

1960 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site appeared similar to the 1954 depiction. A trail ran along site to the western side of the tracks 
and a circular trail was present on the western side of the tracks near Armley Avenue. An additional 
set of tracks was present at the southern end of the site, to the west of the site tracks. These 
additional tracks veer offsite to the west, to the north of Mills Avenue. South of Gunn Avenue, 
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across Lambert to the west was a small building surrounded by an open yard with parking and 

storage (current site of High Style Auto Sales). 

North of Gunn remained similar to the 1954 depiction, however the open yards to the west of the site 

were now occupied by commercial buildings. Adjacent to the west of the tracks appeared four small, 

apparently commercial buildings near Cedargrove and two additional, larger commercial businesses 

were located just south of Calmada Avenue. To the adjacent east remained residential. Across 

Lambert, to the west was an apparent gas station, located just south of Calmada Avenue (currently an 

ARCO Station). Adjacent south of the apparent gas station was an additional medium-sized 

commercial building with parked vehicles surrounding. 

Section 2 

North of Calmada to Laurel remained similar to the 1954 depiction with residential properties 

surrounding. 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 photographs, north of Laurel with numerous 

transport containers present adjacent to the west of the site, immediately north of Laurel Avenue. An 

apparent gas station was present to the west of the site, south of Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

North of Painter remained similar to the 1954 photographs. Many apparent storage containers were 

located on or adjacent to the west of the site, just north of Painter Avenue. Several small buildings 

and open outdoor storage and parking areas were located adjacent to the west of the site, south of 

Greenleaf Avenue. Some apparent discoloration was observed onsite just south of the point where 

Putnam Avenue begins to run parallel to the site. 

North of Greenleaf remained similar to the 1954 photographs. Apparent discoloration of the site was 

observed south of the intersection with Greenleaf Avenue for a few hundred feet. 

Section 4 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 photographs. Apparent transport containers were 

present along the western side of the tracks between Washington Boulevard and MarVista Street. At 

the intersection of Whittier Blvd and La Cuarta Street was a small commercial building, which may 

have been a gasoline station or repair facility (adjacent to the east of the elevated overpass portion of 

the site). 
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The darkly discolored area and small building observed on the 1954 photographs south of Mar Vista 
remained. The building had been expanded and the discoloration extended to and across the site. 
Additional areas of darkened ground surface appeared within a few hundred feet to the north of this 
area. This area is located roughly where Baldwin and Pacific Places and Walnut Street would meet if 

they extended to the site. 

Approximately five new medium and large buildings were present adjacent to the west of the site, to 
the west of the orchard located south of Mar Vista Street. Transport containers and vehicles were 
present in an open yard in this location as well as miscellaneous unidentified storage. Three potential 
aboveground storage tanks were present immediately north of Mar Vista Street, to the west of the 
site, followed by an apparent storage yard with potential drums and other containers. This area was 
now occupied by large commercial facilities. 

Just north of Penn Street, to the west of the site appeared a large storage area of approximately 70 
apparent 55-gallon drums or similar storage containers. A darkened strip appeared on the paved 
ground surface from this storage area to the southeast corner of the large commercial building 

located adjacent to the north (west of the site). 

Storage of apparent drums and containers was present south of Philadelphia, especially adjacent to 
the east of the onsite tracks. An apparent storage yard was also present to the east of the onsite 
building at this location (south of Philadelphia). Darkened areas appear along the tracks between 
Penn and Philadelphia Streets. Five potential storage features or discolored areas were present to the 
adjacent east of the tracks, roughly where Wardman would intersect the site. 

Section 5 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 depiction. The block located west of the site and 
north of Philadelphia was completely occupied by large and small commercial buildings with some 

residences. 

Some discoloration was noted on the site from Bailey to north of Hadley Street. The block north of 
Hadley Street was occupied by small buildings and many vehicles, mainly parked to the east of the 
tracks. 

The block to the north, south of Broadway was occupied by rural-residential properties and orchards. 
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Section 6 

The site and surrounding areas appeared similar to the 1954 depiction. The area previously observed 
to contain disturbed soil was now apparently developed as school recreation fields. 

Section 7 

Section 7 was not depicted on the 1960 series of photographs. 

1965 Photographs  

Section 1 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1960 depiction. The northern half of the site between 
Mills and Gunn Avenues appeared darkened, perhaps covered with an asphaltic substance. The 
former dirt trails and circular track were no longer present and no other features appeared in this 

area. 

Additional commercial buildings were present north of Gunn, adjacent to the west of the site, 
bringing the total number of buildings here to eleven. A darkened area appeared on the tracks just 
north of Gunn, adjacent to the second commercial building to the west. 

Section 2 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1960 depiction. 

A few areas of apparent discoloration appeared to the north of Laurel Avenue, approximately 1/3 of 
the distance from Painter Avenue. Fewer storage containers were present to the east in this area. 
Apparent gas stations or auto repair facilities appeared on both the southeast and southwest corners 
of the intersection of Lambert Avenue and Painter Avenue to the west of the site. Vehicles appeared 
along the western boundary of the site, south of Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1960 photographs. 

Fewer storage containers were located on or adjacent to the east of the site, just north of Painter 

Avenue. The area formerly occupied by numerous buildings and storage and parking areas located 
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adjacent to the west of the site, south of Greenleaf Avenue was now occupied by one large structure 

surrounded by paved parking. 

Discoloration along the site remained south of the overpass at Whittier and Santa Fe Springs 

Avenues. 

Section 4 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1960 photographs. The former agricultural fields and 

orchard to the south of Mar Vista Street were now paved and occupied by a large commercial 

building. Just south of these features, discoloration of the site and area adjacent to the east remained, 

as noted on the 1960 photographs. 

A large area of discoloration appeared offsite just north of Santa Fe Springs Road, south of 

Washington Boulevard and west of the site tracks, which are elevated at this location. 

Section 5 

The site and surrounding area remained similar to the 1960 photographs. 

Section 6 

The site and surrounding area remained similar to the 1960 photographs. 

Section 7 

The 605 Freeway was now present. The site tracks crossed the freeway by overpass. Other areas of 

the site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 depiction. 

1970 Photographs 

This series of photographs was of very small scale. All sections appeared similar to the 1965 

photographs. 
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1971 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. A trail appeared to the west of the 

tracks south of Gunn Avenue. The building to the southwest of the intersection of Calmada Avenue 

appeared in a different configuration than previously. 

Section 2 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. Numerous storage containers were 

present to the south of Painter Avenue, west of the site. 

Section 3 

The site appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. Numerous storage containers were present to the 

north of Painter Avenue, east of the site. 

The facility located to the south of Greenleaf Avenue, west of the site, had expanded and some 

apparent storage containers were located adjacent to the site, immediately south of Greenleaf on this 

site. North of Greenleaf appeared vacant with graded parcels to the east and west of the site. 

Section 4 

The site appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. Discoloration remained onsite near Mar Vista 

Street and increased commercial development was apparent in the area. No areas of exposed soil or 

agricultural fields remained to the west of Whittier Boulevard. 

The area between Santa Fe Springs Road and Washington Boulevard had been redeveloped as a 
potential automobile dealership. The discoloration noted on the 1965 photographs was no longer 

present. The area between Whittier Boulevard and La Cuarta Street adjacent to the site overpass had 

been redeveloped with a larger building. 

Sections 5 through 7 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. 
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1975 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. 

Section 2 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. No storage containers remained on 

the southern portion of the block between Laurel Avenue and Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. 

Section 4 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. No significant staining appeared on 

the site to the south of the large commercial building south of Mar Vista Street. A series of small 

dark objects appeared to the west of the tracks, to the south of Penn Avenue. 

Sections 5 through 7 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. 

1976 Photographs  

All sections appeared similar to the 1975 photographs. 

1979 Photographs  

All sections appeared similar to the 1976 photographs. 
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1983 Photographs 

Section 1 

A darkened area appears offsite to the southeast of the intersection with Mills Street. Other areas 
appeared similar to the 1979 photographs. 

Section 2 

Some darkened areas appear to the south of Painter on the facility to the west. Other areas appeared 

similar to the 1979 photographs. 

Section 3 

Commercial buildings were present to the north of Greenleaf at the site on parcels formerly vacant. 
Other areas appeared similar to the 1979 photographs. 

Section 4 

This section appeared similar to the 1979 depiction. 

Section 5 

This section appeared similar to the 1979 depiction. A darkened area appeared onsite north of Mar 
Vista Street. 

Sections 6 and 7 

These sections remained similar to the 1979 depiction. 

1986 Photographs 

Section 1 

Four buildings now appeared to the south of Gunn and adjacent west of the site. Other areas 

appeared similar to the 1983 photographs 
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Sections 2 through 7 

These sections remained similar to the 1983 depiction. 

1988 Photographs  

Section 1 does not appear on this photo series. All other sections appeared similar to the 1986 

depiction. 

4.3 	Review of Oil and Gas Well Maps 

The 1999 Division of Oil and Gas (DOG) Munger Map Book (Map W-64) was reviewed by a 

representative of Geocon to evaluate the presence of oil wells located near the site vicinity. 

According to the map, two wells were located within 1/4-mile of the site. 

The closest well (Humble Whittier Operating Unit No.1) appears to be located approximately 50 feet 

to the west of the site in Section 4 near the southern end of Elmer Avenue. Information regarding 

this well was reviewed at the DOG on January 25, 2000, to evaluate if the well may have impacted 

the site. Based on the information reviewed, the well was drilled to a depth of 7,750 feet bgs, was 

found to be dry, and was abandoned under the supervision of the DOG in 1963. Environmental 

concerns were not indicated from the review of this file. 

The second well (Whittier City — Core Hole 3) is located approximately 400 feet north of the site. 

The files for this well were also reviewed at the DOG. This well was drilled for geologic information 

only, although minor amounts of oil, tar sand, and watery gas were discovered in the boring. The 

DOG witnessed and approved the drilling and plugging operations of the well in 1969. 

Environmental concerns were not identified from the review of this file. 

5. OWNER/USER PROVIDED INFORMATION AND INTERVIEWS 

Mr. Michael Burnham, Planning Director, and Mr. Howard Miller, Senior Engineering Technician 

for the City of Whittier were interviewed regarding the site on January 25, 2000. 

According to Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller, prior to the development of the buildings surrounding the 

site in the 1940's, the area was predominantly used for agricultural purposes including orange groves 

and as undeveloped land. Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller indicated that the railroad was built prior to 

1887 and that it was abandoned in 1997. According to Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller, prior to 

abandonment, one train used the railroad tracks twice a day and appeared to carry produce and 

manufactured items. 
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Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller stated that they were not aware of any train accidents or spills of any 
kind along the site and they did not know of any environmental problems with the site. Mr. Burnham 
did, however, indicate that there are, and have been several facilities in close proximity to the site 
which have had environmental problems. Mr. Burnham indicated that the facilities located 
upgradient to the northeast of the railroad tracks, which have had problems, could have potentially 
impacted the site. Mr. Burnham provided Geocon with a copy of facilities listed as Hazardous 
Materials Handlers and Waste Sites (HMHWS) within the Whittier area. Of the 215 facilities 
identified on this list, approximately 33 of these facilities appear to be located within 1/8-mile of the 
site. All of these facilities, with the exception of ten, are only listed as being hazardous waste 
generators and, based on this information, do not appear to pose an environmental threat to the site. 
These facilities are also discussed in more detail in Section 6. The ten facilities which are listed as 
waste sites for other reasons are America Transmission, Guirado Dump, Gunlocke Corporation, 
Jones Chevrolet, Leggett and Platt, Modine Manufacturing Company, Omega Chemical Company, 
Prestoh Weed Control, Rainbow Car Wash, and Whittier Propel. These facilities are discussed in 
more detail in Section 6. Copies of this Hazardous Materials Handlers and Waste Sites list and 
associated figures are included in Appendix D. 

The City of Whittier provided Geocon with copies of maps depicting sewer pipelines, water 
pipelines, and storm water drains and lines. The sewer pipelines and the water pipelines appear to 
cross the site where the streets cross the site. The sewer pipelines also follow along the eastern side 
of the site from Mesa Grove Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard in Section 7. Water pipelines are also 
present along the western portion of the site from Broadway to Magnolia Avenue in Section 5 and 
from El Rancho Drive to Palm Avenue in Section 6. The storm water catchment basins appear to be 
located at most of the streets crossing the site. The storm water lines were shown to cross the site at 
the following locations: 

Section 1: No storm water drains were shown to cross the site in Section 1. 

Section 2: The Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD) has a storm water pipe which 
crosses the site between Painter Avenue and Greening Avenue and between Coachman Avenue and 
Milliken Avenue. 

Section 3: The LACFCD has a storm water pipe which crosses the site at Greenleaf Avenue and 
another storm water pipe which crosses the railroad at Painter Avenue. 

Section 4: The LACFCD has four storm water pipe lines which cross the site near the intersection of 
Whittier Boulevard, Santa Fe Springs Road, and Washington Boulevard. 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 33 - 	 September 22, 2000 



Section 5: The City of Whittier has an open channel for storm water collection and a storm water 
pipe which crosses the railroad at Hadley Street and at Bailey Street. The LACFCD has a storm 
water pipe that crosses the site at Magnolia Avenue. 

Section 6: A LACFCD storm water line crosses the railroad at Palm Avenue. A City of Whittier 

storm water line crosses the railroad in the middle of Section 6. 

Section 7: The LACFCD storm water line crosses the site by the intersection of Pioneer Boulevard 
and Norwalk Boulevard and follows along the eastern side of the railroad from Adele Street to 

Maple Street in Section 6. 

Right-of-Way and Track Maps were also provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. Geocon 

personnel reviewed the following maps: 

Right-of-Way and Track Map dated May 2, 1923, corrected as to December 31, 1956- Section 1 was 
shown on this map. The railroad track is shown on the map and appears in a similar position as it is 
today. A telegraph wire is shown to run along the northern and eastern side of the railroad track. This 

telegraph wire is shown in all sections of the site. 

Right-of-Way and Track Map dated May 2, 1923, corrected as to December 31, 1923. Section 2, 
Section 3, and a portion of Section 4 are shown on this map. The railroad track is shown on the map 
and appears in a similar location today. 

Station Map, Land Tracks and Structures dated April 30, 1918, corrected as to December 31, 1957. 
Section 4 is shown on this map. Murphy Oil Company is listed as having owned a portion of the site 
(the southern portion of the railroad located between Penn Street and Philadelphia Street) in Section 
4. A railroad spur that splits off from the site railroad track is located to the west of the site, south of 
Sunny Slope Street. Also, railroad sidings are present on both sides of the railroad tracks in the 

middle of Section 4 and a railroad depot is located in the northern portion of Section 4 on the east 
side of the railroad tracks. The sidings were noted as Hayes Derails. The depot includes a freight 
house and a wooden platform. 

The Right-of-Way and Track Map dated April 30, 1918, corrected to December 31, 1937 did not 

appear to have additional information from the Station Maps also showing the same area (Section 4 

and 5). 

Station Map, Land, Tracks, and Structures dated April 30, 1918, corrected to December 31, 1937. 

Sections 5 and 6 are shown on this map. Central Oil Company is noted as owning a small piece 
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(approximately 17 feet long) of land prior to 1917 on the site in Section 5, approximately 200 feet 

south of Hadley Street. 

Right-of-Way and Track Map dated April 30, 1918, corrected to December 31, 1951. This map 
shows Sections 6 and 7 of the site. The railroad track appears to be located in a similar position as it 

is today. 

The Right-of-Way maps have been modified to depict the seven sections representing the site and 

are incorporated as Figures 3-9. 

6. GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES - RECORDS REVIEW 

Geocon retained EDR to perform a search of federal and state governmental information sources 
according to prescribed search distances referenced in the ASTM Designation E 1527-97. A copy of 
the report prepared by EDR is presented in Appendix E. 

6.1. 	EDR Report 

The report prepared by EDR entitled The EDR Corridor Study Report dated December 22, 1999, 

includes a Site Distribution Summary, a Map of Sites Within a 1-Mile radius of the site, a 
Description of the Databases Searched, and Details of the Property, Adjacent Area, and Orphan 
Sites. The Orphan Sites included in the report identified sites that have incomplete address 
information and could not be plotted. Based on a review of the Orphan Sites list and comparison 
with local street maps, of the 126 sites listed on the Orphan Sites List all of the facilities located 
within Y2-mile appear to be on the HAZNET database list and, with the exception of one facility, are 
not considered to have significant potential to impact soil and/or groundwater beneath the site with 

hazardous materials. 

This facility is the Guirado Dump — Whittier, located at Pioneer Road and Orange Grove Avenue, 
approximately 1/8-mile north of the northern end and upgradient of Section 7 of the site. This facility 
is listed on the WMUDS database list. The only information provided in the EDR report is that the 
Dump has a solid waste assessment test program called Guirado. This facility was also listed as a 
HMHWS by the City of Whittier. Information provided by the City of Whittier indicated that the 
Guirado Dump has been noted as an Abandoned Site identified for future preliminary assessment 
and is of medium priority. During the site reconnaissance, the location of this site was not identified 

as adjacent to the site. Based on the above information the Guirado Dump appears to represent a low 
potential to have impacted soil and/or groundwater at the site with hazardous materials. 
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A description of each database referenced by EDR is provided in the report presented as Appendix E. 

The acronyms used in the EDR report are defined in the rear portion of the EDR report. The findings 

of the EDR report are discussed as follows. The identification numbers plotted on the EDR report for 

each listed property are herein after reported in parenthesis to the right of each facility name. 

6.1.1 Site 

The site was not identified in the EDR Report. 

6.1.2 Offsite Properties 

The offsite properties within 1/4-mile of the site are discussed below based on their distance from 

each Section of the site. 

Section 1 

Three facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 1. two are listed on the database lists as being 

either a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing hazardous waste and one facility is listed 

as having underground storage tanks (USTs). As these facilities are located hydraulically 

downgradient from the site and violations have not been reported for these properties, they represent 

a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

One facility is located within 1/4-mile of Section 1. This facility is listed as having disposed of a 

hazardous waste (asbestos). Due the distance of this facility from the site and the type of hazardous 

material involved, this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 

Section 2 

Eleven facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 2; nine facilities are listed on the database 

lists as either being a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing hazardous waste. As these 

facilities are located hydraulically downgradient from the site and violations have not been reported 

for these properties, they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at 

the site. The remaining two facilities are discussed below. 

ARCO #1090/ARCO Products Company/Tank Leak-ARCO Station #1090 (268) at 14000 Lambert 

Road is located within 1/8-mile to the southwest and hydraulically downgradient from Section 2 of 

the site. This ARCO facility is listed on the LUST, Cortese, HMS, HAZNET, and Ca. WDS 

databases. Based on the information reviewed in the EDR report, the ARCO facility had a gasoline 
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release that impacted the groundwater in 1992. The depth to groundwater at this location is reported 

as approximately 34 feet bgs. Remedial action is currently in progress with the use of a vapor 

extraction system (VES) and a pump and treat system. The ARCO facility has a NPDES permit to 

discharge the treated groundwater into the Los Angeles River. The threat to water quality this 

discharge may have in the area is reported as moderate. The files were reviewed at the California 

Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), UST Section. According to the latest 

groundwater sampling report titled "First Quarter 1999 Report," the groundwater flow is to the west-

southwest in a shallow groundwater zone located at 35 to 39 feet bgs and the groundwater flow is to 

the northwest in a deeper zone located at 37 to 39 feet bgs. Based on the results of the groundwater 

sampling, the groundwater flow directions, and the distance of the site from the site at this time, it 

does not appear that the site has been impacted by the ARCO service station gasoline release. 

America Transmission/Americo Transmission and Radiators (242) located at 13422 Lambert Road is 

located within 1/8-mile to the west and hydraulically downgradient of Section 2 of the site. This 

facility is listed on the HAZNET, LUST, Cortese, HMS, RCRS-Small Quantity Generators, and 

FINDS database lists. Information from the EDR report indicates that a waste oil release from a UST 

was reported in 1990. The waste oil release impacted the soil only. The Los Angeles Department of 

Public Works (LADPW) closed the case in 1992. Based on the type of release, the fact that the site is 

downgradient of the site, and that the case is closed, this facility appears to represent a low potential 

to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Three facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 2; two of the three facilities are listed as storing 

hazardous waste. The remaining facility is listed on the ERNS database list. No other information 

was provided regarding the release or spill. Based on the distance of these facilities from the site 

they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 3 

Five facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 2; two facilities are listed on the database lists 

either as being a small quantity hazardous waste generator or as having hazardous waste. The 

remaining three facilities are listed as having USTs. As none of the five facilities are located 

adjacent to the site or have had any violations or reported releases, they appear to represent a low 

potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Thirteen facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 3; ten facilities are listed on the database lists 

as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator, or as storing or disposing of hazardous 

waste. Due to the distance of these facilities from the site and as violations have not been reported 

for these properties, they appear to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 
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The remaining three facilities are listed as having had leaking USTs and are discussed below. 

ARCO Products #00211/Am/Pm ARCO Gas Station (220) at 13010 Lambert Road is located 

hydraulically downgradient of the site. The ARCO facility reportedly had a gasoline release that 

impacted the groundwater in 1987. It is reported that the groundwater contamination plume may be 

migrating offsite. Remedial action at the site is by VES and by venting the soil with bore holes 

which allow the volatilization of contaminants. Based on the direction and distance of this facility 

from the site, it appears unlikely that this facility would have impacted the soil and/or groundwater 

at the site. 

GTE California, Inc. (205) at 13119 Whittier Boulevard is located hydraulically upgradient of the 

site. This facility had a release from a UST in 1989. Additional information regarding the type of 

chemical released and if the groundwater was impacted, was not provided in the EDR report. 

However, it is reported that the case was granted closure by the LADPW in 1998. As LADPW 

oversees cases where only soil has been impacted, it is unlikely that groundwater was affected by 

this incident. Thus, based on the distance of this facility from the site and the status of the release 

(closed), this facility appears to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 

G & M Oil #16 (204) at 12559 Lambert Road is located hydraulically downgradient of the site. This 

facility had a gasoline release that impacted groundwater in 1991. Groundwater is reportedly located 

at approximately 71.5 feet bgs. According to the summary noted in the EDR report, the facility has 

significant soil and groundwater contamination and the extent of the contamination has not been 

defined. Based on the distance and direction of this facility from the site, this facility appears to 

represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 4 

Of the 53 facilities located within 1/8-mile of Section 4, 38 facilities are only listed on the database 

lists as either being a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing or disposing of hazardous 

waste. Twenty-two of these facilities appear to be located adjacent or nearly adjacent to Section 4 of 

the site. Of these 22 facilities, one violation was reported for the L & N Body Repair facility. This 

property is discussed in more detail below. As the remaining 21 facilities are not listed as having 

violations, they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

However, it is unknown if unreported incidents relating to contamination of soil and/or groundwater 

may have impacted the site from these adjacent sites. Due to the distance of the other sixteen 

hazardous materials facilities (not located adjacent to the site), these facilities represent a low 

potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 
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L & N Body Repair (145) at 12302 1/2  Wardman Street is located to the northeast and hydraulically 

upgradient of Section 4 of the site. This facility is listed as a small quantity generator that has 

inorganic solid waste and unspecified solvent mixture waste onsite. As mentioned above, a violation 

exists for the facility for a compliance evaluation report. The area of violation reported in the EDR 

report states "Generator — all requirements." It is unknown if this facility may have impacted soil 

and/or groundwater at the site, however, the site reconnaissance indicated that this site is not 

immediately adjacent to the site and this facility probably has a low potential to have impacted the 

soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Five of the 53 facilities are listed as having USTs. None of these facilities appears to be located 

adjacent to the site. Due to the distance of these five UST facilities from the site and as they are not 

reported to have had a release, these facilities represent a low potential to have impacted the soil 

and/or groundwater at the site. 

The remaining 10 of the 54 facilities located within 1/8 mile of Section 4 are summarized below. 

South Bay Chrome Sales, Inc. (143) at 7060 South Elmer Avenue was formerly located adjacent to 

the west and hydraulically downgradient of Section 4 of the site. This facility is listed on the RCRIS-

small quantity generator, CERC-NFRAP, FINDS, HAZNET, UST, HMS, and Cal-Sites database 

lists. The facility is listed as having had a 6,000-gallon UST used to store gasoline. The EDR report 

also indicates that 1.3 tons of inorganic solid waste from the site was disposed of at a landfill. A 

preliminary assessment of the facility was conducted which concluded that the facility did not 

qualify for the NPL. The files for this facility were reviewed at the DTSC. The information reviewed 

in the DTSC files indicated that South Bay Chrome (also known as Washington Plating) straightened 

and rechromed vehicle bumpers and used caustic cleaners, and sulfuric, hydrofluoric, and muriatic 

acids. A memorandum reviewed in the file from Ecology and Environment, Inc. to the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) dated September 1988, indicated the following 

information: There were three 400-gallon USTs on the property used to store waste from the 

chroming processes. The waste was either recycled or discharged to the sanitary sewer system and 

the residues were hauled off. An inspection at the property showed improper disposal of plating 

waste in the regular trash, no berm around the waste treatment area, and incompatible storage of 

materials. The preliminary investigation indicated that the property did not qualify for the NPL. 

Based on this information and the fact that the facility is downgradient of the site, this facility 

represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Modine Manufacturing Company (148) at 12252 Whittier Boulevard is located to the southwest and 

hydraulically downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the HAZNET, Site Mitigation, CA 

SLIC, CERC-NFRAP, HMS, Cal-Sites, RCRIS-Small Quantity Generators, FINDS, and UST 

database lists. The Modine Manufacturing Company is noted as having ten USTs used for storing 
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waste and gasoline. The EDR report indicates that in 1991 hydrocarbon and heavy metal impacted 
soil was abated from the property and, following this, the DTSC required no further action. 
However, the groundwater contamination portion of the file was forwarded to the RWQCB. 
Information regarding the RWQCB files was not given in the EDR report. Files for this facility were 
reviewed at the DTSC and the RWQCB. A review of the DTSC files indicated that the area of 
impacted soil at the Modine Manufacturing Company did not extend to the site. Files at the RWQCB 
indicated that TCE contamination was present in the groundwater beneath the southern half of the 
property. The groundwater was interpreted to be flowing to the southwest (away from the site) and 
the groundwater TCE plume does not appear to be present beneath site. Based on this information, 
this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Prestoh Weed Control (157) at 12363 Whittier Boulevard is located to the west and downgradient of 
the site. Prestoh Weed Control is listed on the LUST and Cortese databases as having a release 
which impacted the soil only and which is in the process of remediation. Based on the distance and 
direction of this facility and due to the type of release involved (soil only), this facility represents a 
low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Leggett and Platt, Inc. (157) at 12352 Whittier Boulevard is located to the west and downgradient of 
the site. Leggett and Platt, Inc. are listed on the CA SLIC, FINDS, LUST, Cortese, RCRIS-Large 
Quantity Generators, Site Mitigation, HAZNET, and HMS databases. Information in the EDR report 
indicates a paint thinner release at the facility impacted the soil and groundwater beneath the 
property. This information also indicated that the soil was abated in 1990 and no follow-up was 
required. The file for this facility was reviewed at the RWQCB. The information in the RWQCB file 
indicated that two USTs used to store paint thinner and gasoline were removed from the property in 
1989 and that free product was detected in the groundwater which is at a depth of approximately 70 
feet bgs and flows to the southwest. Based on the direction (downgradient) and distance of this 
facility from the site, this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 
groundwater at the site. 

American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties (157) at 12353 Whittier Boulevard was 
located adjacent to the west of the site. American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties is 
listed on the Site Mitigation database list. The EDR report indicates that heavy oils were present in 
the soil and that they were abated in March 1988 and that no follow-up was required. The file for this 
facility was reviewed at the DTSC. The DTSC file information indicated that the soil at the property 
was impacted by total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) above 100 ppm in two areas on the property 

including the "dip tank area." The dip tank area appears to be located partly on the site and it appears 

that the soil on the site was impacted by TPH. The impacted soil was limited to a depth of 

approximately 5 feet bgs. According to a DTSC Site Tracking Sheet the "site is already cleaned up" 
and no further action is required by the DHS (the lead agency). Additional information regarding the 
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soil clean up was not on file at the DTSC. A copy of the DTSC Site Tracking Sheet is included as 
Appendix F. It is unknown if impacted soil is currently present at the site at this location. 

New England Lead Company (168) at 12511 Putnam Street was located to the west and 

hydraulically downgradient of the site. New England Lead Company is listed on the Cal Sites and 
Cal SLIC databases. A Preliminary Endangerment Assessment (PEA) was requested for the 
property. Additional information regarding this facility is not provided, however based on the 
distance and direction of this facility from the site, this facility represents a low potential to have 
impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Gunlocke Corporation (168) at 12468 Putnam Street is located to the west and hydraulically 
downgradient of the site. Gunlocke Corporation is listed on the LUST, HMS, and Cortese databases 
as having had a gasoline release that impacted the soil only. Based on the distance and direction of 
this facility from the site and the type of release involved (soil only), this facility represents a low 
potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Omega Chemical Company (171) at 12512 Whittier Boulevard is located to the west and 
hydraulically downgradient from the site. Omega Chemical Company is listed on the HAZNET, 
CORRACTS, CERCLIS, FINDS, NPL, RCRIS-Small and Large Quantity Generator, UST, RAATS, 
Cal SLIC, Cal-Sites, and HMS databases. According to the EDR report, Omega disposes of liquids 
containing >500 mg/1 of arsenic. Information regarding other types of hazardous materials on the site 
is not given. The facility has reportedly had 26 RCRIS violations for financial responsibility and 
compliance evaluations. A CERCLIS preliminary assessment was conducted and the facility is 
currently on the Final NPL. It is noted that the facility does not require DTSC action or oversight 
activity. No additional information was provided in the EDR report for this site. Additional 
information was observed at the RWQCB regarding this site which indicated that Omega Chemicals 
had elevated concentrations of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) above maximum contaminant 
levels (MCLs) in the groundwater beneath the site. Based on the information reviewed at the 
RWQCB, the groundwater flows to the southwest (away from the site) and the contaminated plume 
does not impact the groundwater or the soil beneath the site. 

Jones Chevrolet (12560) at East Whittier Boulevard is located to the southwest and hydraulically 
downgradient of the site. Jones Chevrolet is listed on the HMS, RCRIS Small Quantity Generator, 

FINDS, LUST, and Cortese databases. Based on the EDR report, a gasoline release impacting both 
soil and groundwater was reported at the site in 1990 and pollution characterization is underway. The 

depth to groundwater beneath this facility is noted at 43.36 feet bgs. The soil and groundwater was 
being remediated using a vapor extraction system and a groundwater pump and treat system in 1994. 

Closure was not noted for the site. Additional information for this facility was obtained from the 
RWQCB. Based on a review of the RWQCB files for Jones Chevrolet, the site was granted closure 
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in October 1999. Also according to the hydrocarbon-impacted groundwater plume figures, the 

hydrocarbon-impacted groundwater flowed away from the site and did not impact the soil and/or 

groundwater beneath the site. 

Rainbow Car Wash/Big Deal Car Wash/Five Points Car Wash (177) at 12604 Whittier Boulevard is 

located to the west and hydraulically downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the Ca. FID, 

HAZNET, HMS, LUST, Cortese, and UST databases. Based on the EDR report there was a gasoline 

release at the facility, which only impacted the soil. This release was discovered during soil testing 

in 1987 and the EDR report shows the responsible party took no action. The files for this facility 

were reviewed at the DPW. The DPW files indicated that the gasoline release occurred during the 

overfilling of a UST in 1987. Soil samples were collected from around the two USTs on the site. 

Insignificant concentrations of TPH were discovered and the DPW granted the facility a "No further 

Action Letter" in June 1988. Based on this information and the distance and direction of the facility 

from the site, this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at 

the site. 

Sixteen facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 4. eleven facilities are listed on the database 

lists as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator, or as storing or disposing of 

hazardous waste. Three of the 16 facilities are listed as having USTs with no reports of releases or 

spills. One facility is listed as having a leaking UST, however no additional information regarding 

the release was given. One facility listed on the CERC-NFRAP database list indicates a preliminary 

assessment was conducted at the property, however, no additional information was reported. Due to 

the distance of these facilities from the site, they appear to represent a low potential to have impacted 

the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 5 

Fourteen facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 5. seven of the fourteen facilities are only 

listed on the database lists as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing or 

disposing of hazardous waste. One of the fourteen facilities is listed on the UST database. One of the 

facilities is listed as being on the coal gas database. As these nine facilities are not located adjacent 

to the site, are not listed as having violations, and appear to be located downgradient of the site, they 

represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

The remaining five facilities are summarized below. 

Whittier Propel (102) at 12132 East Hadley Street located to the northeast and hydraulically 

upgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the CERC-NFRAP database list as having had a non- 

oil spill. The ERD report indicates that approximately 7,200 cases of fuel additive had been 
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abandoned and that many of the containers were found to be leaking and running offsite. The 
containers were reportedly located outside across the street from the high school. The status of the 
release is unclear from the data presented in the EDR report. However, this site appears to be about 
300 yards from the site and, thus, any impact to the site from this one-time incident seems to be 
unlikely. 

Mission Rubber Co., Inc. (106) at 6533 South Magnolia Avenue was located southwest, non-
adjacent, and downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the Ca. FID and Site Mitigation 
databases as having had an active UST and as having solvents in the soil. The solvents were 
reportedly abated in 1990. Geocon requested to review any records for this facility at the DTSC, 
however the DTSC indicated that they did not have any records for that facility or address. As the 
site is non-adjacent (currently occupied by the Whittier Marketplace mall) and downgradient, it 
appears to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Southern Cal Gas/Whittier MGP (106) at 11815 Hadley Street is located southwest, non-adjacent, 
and downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the Cal-Sites database. The only information 
given in the EDR report is that voluntary cleanup agreement is completed. Records for this property 
were reviewed at the DTSC. According to this file, this facility is currently a 0.5-acre property 
currently used for commercial business operations and a gas manufacturing plant was located on the 
site from 1903 to about 1915. A PEA was performed on this facility in 1992. A copy of the PEA was 
not found in the file. However, a letter from the DTSC to the Southern California Gas Company 
regarding the PEA states that based on contamination at the site above levels of concern, further 
investigation of the site is required. The DTSC indicated that the Southern California Gas Company 
can use a cap to cover the 8 foot by 20 foot area of contamination found as an interim measure, 
however additional investigation is needed. In 1993, the 8-foot by 20-foot area of contamination was 
paved over. Information regarding additional sampling of the area was not found in the file. The type 
of contamination detected was not stated on any of the information reviewed. However based on the 
DTSC review comments of the PEA it appear that a wooden oil tank, a 10,000 cubic foot holder, and 
a settling pond were previously located at the facility. As the site is non-adjacent and downgradient, 
it appears to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

City of Whittier Corporation/Maintenance Yard (110) at 12016 East Hadley Street is located 
adjacent to the southwest and hydraulically downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the 
UST, Ca. FID, HMS, CA SLIC, Site Mitigation, HAZNET, and LUST databases. According to the 

EDR report, five gasoline, two diesel, and one waste oil storage USTs are located at the facility. The 
site mitigation database information indicates that solvent was present in the soil which was abated 

in 1993 and the site was referred to the RWQCB. The CA SLIC database information indicates that 

there was a total petroleum hydrocarbon release at the site which has been closed by the RWQCB, 
SLIC section. The files for this property were reviewed at the DTSC and the RWQCB LUST and 
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SLIC sections. Files from the DTSC indicated an employee of Omega Recovery Services was 
injured and the site was evacuated after the employee mixed hazardous materials during a household 
hazardous waste round up. There was not a record of any hazardous wastes being released from the 
property. 

Files from the RWQCB LUST section indicated that in June 1994, USTs (used to store aviation fuel 
used in police motor cycles and as a solvent for cleaning parts in the city mechanics shop) were 
removed from the property. During the removal of the USTs, soil samples were collected and 
analyzed. One soil sample collected from beneath a dispenser island was found to contain a 
concentration of 1,400 ppm of TPH. According to the City of Whittier Subsurface Investigation 
Report dated May 1995 prepared by Tetra Tech, Inc. of Pasadena, the soil contamination was 
restricted to shallow soil in the nearby vicinity of the pump island. The RWQCB SLIC Section 
granted this release closure in July 1996. Based on this information, it does not appear that the site 
has been impacted by this release. 

Files from the RWQCB SLIC section indicated that activities from two paint waste disposal sumps 
at the City of Whittier Yard impacted the soil and groundwater at the yard. The soil was impacted 
with ethylbenzene, toluene, xylenes, and total fuel hydrocarbons. The groundwater, which occurs at 
a depth of approximately 82 feet, was found to be impacted by 1,2-dichloroethane (at 1.2 
micrograms/liter), above the MCL for drinking water. Three onsite and one offsite groundwater 
monitoring wells were installed at the City yard in 1989. The offsite monitoring well was located on 
the site. Contaminants were never detected in this well. The RWQCB closed the case in 1996 and the 
groundwater monitoring wells were abandoned at the city yard and the site in July 1997. Based on 
this information, it does not appear that the groundwater beneath the site has been impacted from the 
City Yard activities. 

Information regarding site characterization and remediation of the contaminated soil was not 
provided in the SLIC files and was reviewed at the DHS. Based on the information in these files, the 
City of Whittier maintenance yard previously had two sumps as noted above. The newer sump, 
which was located approximately 4 feet from the site, operated from 1981 until 1986 and was 
constructed of concrete walls with a gravel bottom. Reportedly, the sump was underlain by angular 
gravel to a depth of approximately 8 feet bgs and to approximately 9 feet away from the center of the 
sump. This gravel was approximately 5 feet thick. This gravel reportedly provided a very permeable 
area for the material placed in the sump to spread laterally at the near surface before migrating 

downwards. Information reviewed from the file indicated that three borings were drilled near the 

newer sump to evaluate the presence of contaminants. Soil sampling was conducted at ten-foot 

intervals to a depth of 75 feet. The soil samples were analyzed for metals and VOCs. Concentrations 
of ethylbenzene (up to 600 milligrams per kilogram [mg/kg] at 10'), toluene (34 mg/kg at 10'), 

xylenes (16,000 mg/kg), and TPH (up to 34,000 mg/kg at 20') were reportedly detected. Metals were 
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not reported at elevated levels. According to the latest report dated December 1989, entitled 

"Groundwater Quality Assessment at Corporate Yard" prepared by James M. Montgomery, 

Consulting Engineers, Inc., the soil impact diminishes very rapidly from 20 to 50 feet, to very low 

concentrations just above detection limits. Impacted soil was not found at or below 60 feet bgs. This 

report recommended soil would be remediated by natural biodegradation. This report also mentioned 

that surface water had been ponding on the railroad property (site). The report recommended that to 

eliminate ponding, the surface should be graded so that the water drains away from the sump area. 

Copies of these reports were not provided by DHS. 

Based on the proximity of the newer sump to the site, the type of soil beneath the sump, and the 

presence of impacted soil beneath the sump, it is likely that the soil beneath the site has been 

somewhat impacted with petroleum hydrocarbons by the former sump activities. 

Bundy Garage (111) at 12211 East Hadley is located to the northeast and upgradient of the site. 

Bundy Garage is listed on the LUST database as having had a release (type not specified) which 

impacted the soil only. The LADPW closed the case in December 1990. Based on the distance of this 

facility from the site and the current status of the release (closed), it does not appear that this facility 

has impacted the soil or groundwater at the site with hazardous materials. 

Fourteen facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 5. nine facilities are listed on the database 

lists as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator, or as storing or disposing of 

hazardous waste. One of the fourteen facilities is list as having USTs and is not listed as having had a 

release. As violations have not been reported for these properties, they appear to represent a low 

potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Three of the fourteen facilities are listed as having leaking USTs that only impacted the soil. The 

LADPW has closed all three cases. One facility was listed on the ERNS and CHMIRS databases as 

having had a liquefied petroleum gas release into the air. Due to the distance of these facilities from 

the site and the types of releases involved, these facilities appear to represent a low potential to have 

impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 6 

One facility is located within 1/8-mile of Section 6. This facility is only listed on the HMS database 

list as closed and is not located adjacent to the site. Based on this, this facility represents a low 

potential to have impacted the soil or groundwater at the site. 

The are no facilities listed within a 1/4-mile radius of Section 6. 
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Section 7 

Four facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 7; two of the four facilities are only listed on 

the HMS database as storing hazardous waste. One of the four facilities is listed on the UST 

database. As these three facilities are not located adjacent to the site and are not listed as having 

violations, they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

The fourth facility is listed on the LUST database and is described below. 

Whittier City School District (70) at 10706 Orange Grove Avenue is located adjacent to the 

northeast and hydraulically upgradient of the site. This property is listed on the HMS, HAZNET, and 

LUST databases. The information reported in the EDR report indicates that the school had a release 

from an UST in 1997. Information regarding the type of release and the impacted materials is not 

given. However, based on the EDR report the case was closed by the LADPW the same day as the 

release. Based on this information, it appears unlikely that the soil and/or groundwater at the site 

were impacted from the release. 

Five facilities are located within 3/4-mile of Section 7; two of the five facilities are only listed on the 

database lists as storing or disposing of hazardous waste. The remaining three facilities/properties 

are listed on either the CHMIRS of HMIRS database lists as having had DOT incidents which were 

cleaned-up on the day of the release. Based on the distance of these facilities from the site and the 

status of any releases, it appears unlikely hazardous materials have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 

6.1.3 Offsite Properties Located Within 1/4  mile to 1 mile of the Site 

The facilities listed by EDR that are located within ih mile to 1 mile of the site were reviewed. Due 

to the distance of these facilities from the site, the type and current status of any hazardous materials 

releases, and the groundwater flow direction, these facilities are not considered to have significant 

potential to have impacted soil and/or groundwater at the site with hazardous materials. 

6.2. 	Agency Communications and Review of Records at Public Agencies 

6.2.1. City of Whittier Building and Safety Department 

The City of Whittier Building and Safety Department was visited on January 25, 2000. They only 

have records for facilities that have a specific address. 
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6.2.2. County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 

The LA DPW files cannot be reviewed without a specific site address. 

6.2.3. Los Angeles County Fire Department 

The Los Angeles Fire County Fire Department (LACFD) was contacted regarding the presence of 
hazardous materials files for the site. According to Barbara Yu, Supervisor of Special Operations 
Section of the LACFD, without a street address or business name, the LACFD cannot review their 
files, and, furthermore, if a business has not been developed on the site the LACFD would not have 
any information on the site. 

6.2.4. Department of Health Services, Los Angeles County 

The DHS was contacted regarding any hazardous materials records for the site. According to a 
written reply from the DHS, they are unable to search for records without a specific street address of 
the site. 

6.2.5. California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

The NPDES, SLIC, WIP, and UST Divisions of the RWQCB were contacted regarding 
environmental records for the site. According to Mr. Cesi Compos, student assistant with the 
RWQCB, UST Division, Mr. Solomon Miranda, Student Assistant with the WIP, and SLIC 
Divisions, and Mr. Gary Shultz, Water Resources Control Engineer with the NPDES Division, files 
cannot be researched without a specific address. 

6.2.6. South Coast Air Quality Control Board 

The South Coast Air Quality Control Board (SCAQMD) was contacted regarding the presence of 
any files for the site. Ms. Linda Mills of the SCAQMD reported in writing on January 20, 2000 that 
the SCAQMD requires specific individual addresses, company names, or identification or permit 
numbers to search for records. Geocon had provided the name of the Union Pacific Railroad but the 
nature of a railroad right-of-way precludes the use of a specific address. Based on the past uses of the 
site, it was deemed unlikely that pertinent records from SCAQMD were available and this course 
was pursued no further. 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 47 - 	 September 22, 2000 



6.2.7. California — EPA, Department of Toxic Substance Control 

The DTSC was contacted regarding the presence of any files for the site. Mr. Glenn Castillo, Office 
Technician of the Public Records Office reported in writing on January 25, 2000, that records were 
not found for the site. 

6.2.8. State Fire Marshall's Office 

Mr. Emmett Cooper of the State Fire Marshall's Office was contacted regarding the presence of any 
pipelines in the nearby vicinity of the site. According to Mr. Cooper, there are three pipelines located 
near the site: Kinder Morgan, Cinco/Powerine, and Mobil Oil Corporation. The representatives for 
these pipelines were contacted on January 28, 2000. According to Mr. Ed Sato, the Cinco/Powerine 
does not have any pipelines in the City of Whittier. Mr. Dennis Slauson, the Right-of-Way and 
Claims Specialist for Mobil Oil Corporation, provided Geocon with a map of the location of the 
pipeline in the site vicinity. According to this map, the Mobil pipeline crosses the site at the 
intersection of Santa Fe Springs Road, Whittier Boulevard, and Washington Boulevard. Mr. Slauson 
indicated that there is no history of spills and/or releases from the M-24 pipeline near the vicinity of 
the site. A reply from Mr. Andy Diez of Kinder Morgan is pending. 

7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

At the time of the site reconnaissance, the site was developed as an abandoned 5.2-mile section of 
the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River 
to the north. 

According to a review of historic maps, the railroad right-of-way that is the site was constructed 
sometime between 1912 and 1925. Available maps indicate that commercial development had begun 
in Sections 4 and 5 by 1894, while aerial photographs indicate that Sections 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7 were 
agricultural into the 1920s. The review of available historic maps indicates that the site in Sections 4 
and 5 did not have commercial development on the property before the railroad was built. 
Commercial activities near the site prior to its construction included lumber, feed, fruit packing, and 
oil storage. 

The site has remained a railroad right-of-way since its construction between 1912 and 1925. This 
stretch of tracks appears to have been a mainline track and there is no evidence of maintenance yards 

or refueling facilities along its length. Based upon the site reconnaissance and other information 

reviewed during this environmental site assessment, the following primary environmental concern 
was noted at the site: 
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• For the entire length of the site, a material which appears to be slag has been used as track 
ballast. The slag typically makes up 50% to 90% of the total volume of track ballast. The source 
of the slag is currently unknown. At other UPRR properties, the presence of slag has resulted in 
the elevated presence of heavy metals (e.g. arsenic and lead) in soils associated with the track 

bed. 

(Review of historic aerial photographs found many areas of "discoloration" along the site. 

However, the onsite reconnaissance did not reveal pervasive staining. It appears likely that the 
tonal differences noted in the aerial photographs were caused by the different types and colors of 
the rock and slag ballast used on the site.) 

While the presence of slag on the site is of primary concern, the following environmental conditions 
were also noted at the site: 

• A company named Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley Street (in Section 5) is located immediately 
northeast of the site. Oil, apparently from their cooling equipment compressors, was observed to 
be flowing from their asphalt-paved yard onto the site, impacting soil on the site with petroleum 
hydrocarbons. 

• North of Mar Vista Street and east of the site (Section 4) is the Mar Vista Moulding Company. 
Hardened asphaltic material was observed immediately adjacent to the northeast of the site, 
along the northern portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, hardened, 
resinous substance was observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These 
materials appeared to have flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the 
site so that they lie slightly onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. The exact nature and 
extent of these materials are not known. 

• Dumping has occurred on the site behind Lambert Tires at 14001 Lambert, about 100 yards 
southeast of Calmada Avenue (Section 1). The waste includes a five-gallon, open bucket of 
waste oil, yard waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, and general refuse. In this same area are 
several areas where waste oil has been dumped on the ballast and ties. Other areas of waste 
dumping on the site are present in Sections 2, 3, and 6. Waste material present includes yard 
waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, discarded gasoline-powered lawn mowers, construction 
debris, discarded tires, and general refuse. 

• DTSC file information for American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties at 12353 

Whittier Boulevard (Section 4) indicated that the soil at the property was impacted by total 

petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) above 100 ppm in two areas on the property including the "dip 
tank area." The dip tank area appears to be located partly on the site and it appears that the soil 
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on the site was impacted by TPH. The impacted soil was limited to a depth of approximately 5 
feet bgs. According to a DTSC Site Tracking Sheet the "site is already cleaned up" and no 
further action is required by the DHS (the lead agency). Additional information regarding the 
soil clean up was not on file at the DTSC. It is unknown if impacted soil is currently present at 
the site at this location. 

• Files from the RWQCB SLIC section for the City of Whittier Corporation/Maintenance Yard at 

12016 East Hadley Street indicated that activities from two paint waste disposal sumps at the 
City of Whittier Yard impacted the soil and groundwater at the yard. The soil was impacted with 
ethylbenzene, toluene, xylenes, and total fuel hydrocarbons. Information from DHS files 
indicated that the newer of the two sumps was located approximately 4 feet from the site and 
operated from 1981 until 1986. Based on the proximity of the newer sump to the site, the type of 
soil beneath the sump, and the presence of impacted soil beneath the sump, it is likely that the 
soil beneath the site has been somewhat impacted with petroleum hydrocarbons by the former 
sump activities. 

• Based on experience at other railroad right-of-way sites, herbicides were probably used at the 
site for weed and brush control. The nature and extent of such use is not currently known. 

• Locked signal switching enclosures were the only structures observed onsite. It is unknown if 
electrical equipment in these enclosures may contain oils or PCBs. 

Based on the results of this environmental site assessment, Geocon makes the following general 
recommendations for additional assessment (Phase II Assessment) at the site: 

• Develop a worlcplan for and perform a sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of the 
slag present in the track ballast and the nature and extent of any impact that the slag may have 
had on site soils. 

• The refuse, waste, and debris noted above should be removed from the site. Electrical equipment 
on the site should be accessed and a determination made as to possible past uses of PCBs in that 
equipment. A survey of the site should be performed to ascertain the property boundaries and 
determine if neighboring establishments have encroached on the site. 

• As a smaller, subsidiary part of the slag assessment, develop a scope of work and perform a 

sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of possible impacts, primarily from 

petroleum hydrocarbons and secondarily from herbicides and PCBs, to the site deriving from the 
other environmental conditions noted above. 
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8. LIMITATIONS 

This Phase I environmental site assessment report has been prepared solely for the City of Whittier 
in consideration of the City's requirements. Other parties may rely on the findings and conclusions 

of the report for informational purposes only. However, the City of Whittier, and other parties who 
may rely on the findings and conclusions of the report should recognize that this report is not a 
comprehensive site characterization and should not be construed as such. The findings and 
conclusions in this report are predicated on a site reconnaissance, a review of specified regulatory 
records, and a review of the historical usage of the site as presented in this report. 

The information obtained is only relevant for the dates of the records reviewed or as of the date of 
the latest site visit. Thus, the information contained herein is only valid as of the date of the report, 
and will require an update to reflect recent records review/site visits. Therefore, the report should 
only be deemed conclusive with respect to the information obtained. No guarantee of the results of 
the study is implied within the intent of this report or any subsequent report, correspondence or 
consultation, either expressed or implied. The services performed were conducted in accordance with 
the local standard of care in the geographic region at the time the services were rendered. The City of 
Whittier should also understand that asbestos-containing materials, lead-based paint, radon, lead in 
drinking water, wetlands, and methane gas were not addressed in the scope of services of this report. 
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STUDY AREA SECTIONS 

O South Terminus to Calmada Ave. 

O Calmada Ave. to Painter Ave. 

O Painter Ave. to Whittier Ave. 

O Whittier Ave. to Philadelphia St. 

O Philadelphia St. to Broadway Ave. 

O Broadway Ave. to Norwalk Blvd. 

O Norwalk Blvd. to North Terminus 
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SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

A ARCO GAS STATION REM EDIATION SYSTEM, 12 55- 
GALLON DRUMS OF WASTE OIL 

B LAMBERT TIRES 14001 LAMBERT. 	5-GALLON 
CONTAINER OF MOTOR OIL 
0 UTRACKS 

C STRIP MALL WITH DRY 
CLEANERS 

GLO-CLEANERS-14076 LAMBERT 

D MIXED 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 

DENTAL LAB, TV REPAIR, HAIR 
SALON 

E JIFFY LUBE 

F MIXED 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 

SHOE REPAIR, POWER 
EQUIPMENT, TIRES AND WHEELS 
(SOME TIRES STORED ADJACENT 
TO TRACKS), BEAUTY SALON, 
GUNS, RESTAURANT, PLUMBING 

G HIGH STYLE AUTO 
SALES 

H MIXED 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 

ELECTRONICS TRAINING, THRIFT 
STORE, DONUTS, INSURANCE 

R•1 	RESIDENTIAL 

C•2 	1COMMERCIAL 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not specified) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
% mile 

SITE PLAN 
GEOCON  0 

SECTION 1 
GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE FORMER 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 

CONSULTANTS, INC. 
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LEGEND 

SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

A UNOCAL 76 GAS 
STATION 

B AUTOMOTIVE/COMM 
ERCIAL/RETAIL 

CARWASH, OIL CHANGE AND 
TRUCK REPAIR 

C KING ARTHUR'S 
AUTOMOTIVE COURT 

D SCHLEGELMILCH 
TRUCK AND TRAILER 
RENTAL 

LARGE UNTIDY YARD WITH DRUMS 
AND DEBRIS, 	POSSIBLE 
ENCROACHMENT ON RIGHT-OF-
WAY 

E LAUREL SCHOOL 

F ADJACENT WEST 
LANDSCAPING 

G AIR CONDITIONING 
REPAIR 

H FUEL AND GAS 
STATION 

13940 LAMBERT 5 55-GALLON 
DRUMS LABELED "WASTE" 
LOCATED ON-SITE 

I VACANT LOT 

J 13708 DITTMAR DR. REFUSE PILE ON RIGHT-OF-WAY 

R-1 RESIDENTIAL 

C•2 COMMERCIAL 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not spedfied) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
mile 

SITE PLAN 
GEOCON SECTION 2 

GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE FORMER 
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WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 
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PHONE 213 538-1282 - FAX 213 538-1283 
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SITE PLAN 
GEOCON  0 SECTION 3 

GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE FORMER 
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WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 
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Q 	RICKER MOTORS AUTO SALES 
R-1,2,3,4 RESIDENTIAL  

MANUFACTURING 
C-2 	COMMERCIAL Approximate Scale 15000 	tI 

—2 

4,74147.144 

irm  R-2 

R-2 

Bincl 

R-2 4 ft 

WALNUT i  

II VC 

OFF-SITE LOCATION 
PLUMBING/INDUSTRIAL 
AUTO WRECKING/VACANT LOT 
BUSINESS PARK 
AUTO REPAIR 
AUTO INSPECTOR SHOP 
COMMERCIAL COOLING 
KING RICHARD'S  
ANTIQUE CENTER  
WHITTIER AUTO CENTER  
VACANT LOT  
MAR VISTA MOULDING CO 

1 

0 
	

% mile 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not spedfied) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

SITE PLAN 
GEOCON  0 

SECTION 4 
GREEN WAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE FORMER 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 

CONSULTANTS, INC. 
6245. GRAND AVE.. STE 2900 - LOS ANGELES, C.A. 90017 - 3330 
PHONE 213 538-1282 - FAX 213 538-1283 
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LEGEND 
SYMBOL OFF-SITE 	LOCATION 

A 
WHITTIER 	TRANSMISSION 	REPAIR 

B 
WHITTIER WRECKING 	COMPANY 

C 
DURAND 	CONSTRUCTION 	AND 	VEHICLE 
STORAGE YARD 

AND BOAT 

D 
MISCELLANEOUS 	DEBRIS.DUMPING 	N/A 
GALLON 	DRUMS 

FEW 55- 

E 
APPARENT STANDING 	OIL ON 	ASPHALT 

F 
COO L-A-C 0 0 

G 
REYNALOD'S 	MEXICAN 	FOOD 

ti 
CITY 	YARD 

I 
BOB AND DAVES TOWING 

J 
WHITTIER 	HIGH 	SCHOOL 

K 
CHAMPION 	PERFORMANCE 

L 
SELF 	STORAGE 

M 
EL AIR 	AUTO 	BODY 

R-1,2,4 
RESIDENTIAL 

C-2,3 
COMMERCIAL 

Approximate Scale 15000 
Y. mile 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not specified) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

0 SITE PLAN 
GEOCON SECTION 5 
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SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION 

A PALM PARK 

B SCHOOL 

C DENTAL OFFICE 

R - 1 ,4 RESIDENTIAL 

C-2 COMMERCIAL 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
0 
	

% mile 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not spedfied) provided to Geocon by the City of Whither. 

SITE PLAN 
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PHONE 213 538-1282 - FAX 213 538-1283 
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LEGEND 

SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

A CONSTRUCTION 
AREA 

B ORANGE GROVE 
SCHOOL 

USTED IN EDR SUMMARY 

C SCHOOL 
MAINTENANCE YARD 

D VACANT LOT 

R-1,2,3,4 RESIDENTIAL 

R-117500 RURAURESIDENT1AL FARMS, LIVESTOCK, CHICKENS AND 
HORSES 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
0 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not specified) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

% mile 

SITE PLAN 
GE OCON SECTION 7 

GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE FORMER 
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 

WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 

CONSULTANTS, INC. 
624S GRAND AVE - STE 2900 - LOS ANGELES, CA 90017 - 3330 
PHONE 213 538-1282 - FAX 213 538-1283 

JLB 	I I 	DSK / E0000 DATE: 	JUNE 2000 I PROJECT NO. A8050 - 06 - 01 I FIG. 9 



I 
I 
I 

APPENDIX 

I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 

1 
1 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 



PROPOSAL FOR PHASE I 
ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 

GREEN WAY TRAIL PROJECT 
AT THE FORMER UNION PACIFIC 

RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 

GEOCON 
WWI 11 
QEQTECHI\ ICA( 
!WI& ij 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
,C)1■Igit.TANTS 

SUBMITTED BY: 

GEOCON ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

PROPOSAL NO. LA-99-094 

NOVEMBER 1999 

CITY OF WHITTIER 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 



GEOTECHNICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS  

Proposal No. LA-99-094 
November 22, 1999 

Kirk Trost, Esq. 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost 
428 J Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, California 95814-2394 

Subject: 	GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT 
FORMER UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITHER, CALIFORNIA 
PROPOSAL FOR PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 

Dear Mr. Trost: 

Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. is pleased to submit this Proposal to provide a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment for the Greenway Trail Project at the former Union Pacific Railroad 
property. This Proposal was prepared in response to Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost's Request for Proposal 
(REP) dated October 27, 1999. 

Geocon acknowledges the receipt of all addenda issued by the City of Whittier and has reviewed the 
insurance requirements. Geocon acknowledges that the proposal will remain in effect for a period of 120 
days after the deadline for receipt of the proposal. 

Geocon Contact Person: 

Mr. Robin Ferber 
Senior Managing Geologist 
Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
624 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2900 
Los Angeles, California 90017-3330 

Tel 213.538.1282 
Fax 213.538.1283 
Email rferber@ix.netcom.com  

Geocon Person with Authority to Bind: 

John E. Juhrend, PE, CEG 
Principal 
Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
11375 Sunrise Park Drive, Suite 100 
Rancho Cordova, California 95742 

The Legal Form of the Firm: 
California Corporation 

624 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2900 3 Los Angeles, CA 90017 2 Telephone (213) 538-1282 3 Fax (213) 538-1283 



=̀-Jtihn E. Juhrend, PE, CEG, 

ZPrincipal 
Robin Ferb4 RG, REA 
Senior Managing Geologist 

RF:JEJ:lcrc 

(4) Addressee 

Geocon is submitting four copies of the proposal for your review. Future correspondence concerning the 
contents of the proposal should be addressed to Mr. Robin Ferber at the address and telephone number 
listed above. 

Geocon appreciates the opportunity to submit this proposal to provide the requested services. We are 
committed to perform all assignments on a first priority basis and exceed the City's expectations under 
the contract. 

Sincerely, 

GEOCON ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC. 

Proposal No. LA-99-094 	 - 2 - 	 November 22, 1999 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1.0 PROJECT UNDERSTANDING 	 1 
Consultants Role 	  1 

2.0 PROJECT STAFFING AND EXPERIENCE 	 3 
Project Team 	 3 
Curriculum Vitae 	 4 
Firm Experience 	 4 
Client References 	 7 

3.0 PROJECT WORK PLAN 	 9 
4.0 PRICE PROPOSAL 	 14 

5.0 TIME SCHEDULE 	 15 

6.0 APPENDICES 
A. Project Organization Chart 
B. Curriculum Vitae 

FIGURES 

Figure 1 	Section Map 



PROPOSAL FOR PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

1.0 PROJECT UNDERSTANDING 

Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. understands that the requested scope of services includes 
performing a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) in connection with the acquisition of 
approximately 5.2 miles of abandoned Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) property (Site) within the 
City of Whittier, California. 

We understand that the Site was constructed in the early part of this century as a UPRR line and has 
recently been abandoned. The Site has been approved for negotiation for trail use purposes by the 
Surface Transportation Board. The rail corridor ranges in width from 40 to 80 feet, with the widest 
point of 175 feet at the former station grounds near Philadelphia Street and is approximately 5.2 
miles long in a northwest to southeast orientation. The corridor contains approximately 38.35 acres 
and is located in residential and commercial/light industrial areas within the City of Whittier. 

Geocon personnel observed the Site on November 18, 1999 from adjacent public thoroughfares. 
With the exception of areas where railroad tracks were present, one old railroad building observed 
near Philadelphia Avenue, several small structures apparently containing railroad crossing 
equipment, and bridges that crossed major streets, no structures or evidence of active rail use were 
observed on the Site. Most portions of the Site are bordered by residential and/or commercial 
developments. Some evidence of light-industrial land use was noted along the north central portion 
of the Site. 

Based on our observations, apparent land use, major thoroughfare intersections, and for the purpose 
of clarity in the report, Geocon proposes to segment the Site into seven roughly equal sections 
(Sections 1 through 7). These sections will be defined by the presence of major thoroughfares 
crossing the Site. All information obtained regarding the Site will be described within the parameters 
of these segments, except where general information, such as regional geology and groundwater 
quality information, applies to the entire Site. 

Geocon proposes to perform the site reconnaissance portion of the ESA by use of off-road 
(mountain) bicycles, as the Site is not accessible from public thoroughfares at all points and 
vegetation and other debris appear to preclude the use of vehicles at portions of the Site. 

Consultants Role 

Geocon perceives its role as Consultant as one of obtaining and communicating pertinent information 
related to the current and historical environmental condition of the Site and surrounding areas to the 
City of Whittier. One of our major responsibilities will be to evaluate for the presence of recognized 
environmental conditions in soil and/or groundwater beneath the Site. 

If evidence of recognized environmental conditions are identified at the Site, Geocon would propose an 
additional investigation (Phase II) and if necessary, remediation (Phase III) of the impacted areas. This 
information will be presented to the City of Whittier in such a manner to allow the City of Whittier to 
evaluate the highest and best use of the property and to minimize any health risks to workers and other 
personnel, and to the public and community at large. Geocon will retain subcontractors to provide 
database (Environmental Data Resources) and historical information (Whittier College, Fairchild Aerial 
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Photo Collection and Continental Aerial Photo, Inc.) pertinent to the evaluation of the environmental 
condition of the site. Personnel at the City of Whittier will be contacted and interviewed to provide 
information regarding historical land use at and in the area of the Site. 

Detailed maps, identifying the above-referenced seven sections, will identify general land uses along 
the corridor and the locations of recognized environmental conditions, if present, that may impact the 
planned land use at the Site. Global positioning systems equipment will be utilized for accurate location 
of observed features. 
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2.0 PROJECT STAFFING AND EXPERIENCE 

Project Team 

Geocon has committed our best due diligence professionals to the successful completion of the City 
of Whittier's Greenway Trail Project. Our staff and key subcontractors have been identified on the 
attached Project Organization Chart presented in Appendix A. 

Robin Ferber — Project Manager and Client Liaison 

Mr. Robin Ferber, Senior Managing Geologist of our Los Angeles office, will be the Project 
Manager and Client Liaison for the Greenway Trail Project. Mr. Ferber has conducted and/or 
managed over 400 Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments throughout southern California 
since 1987 and is experienced in evaluating small and large properties (including corridor studies) 
for the presence of recognized environmental conditions. Mr. Ferber's strength is in finding 
practical, timely, and cost effective solutions in dealing with environmentally impaired properties so 
that the City of Whittier's ultimate proposed land use can be achieved. 

Mr. Ferber currently oversees all Phase I and II ESAs conducted in Geocon's Los Angeles office. 
For relevant experience to the 'Whittier Greenway Trail Project, Mr. Ferber was Project Manager for 
a Phase I ESA conducted along several miles of Mission Gorge Road as well as several other 
adjacent thoroughfares in San Diego, California. The ESA included areas developed for both 
residential and commercial purposes and involved evaluating environmental impacts associated with 
the realignment of a main sewer line. During 1999, Mr. Ferber worked on two projects (for Trammel 
Crow and the LA Unified School District) involving abandoned and active railroad spurs in the 
greater Los Angeles area. Mr. Ferber has conducted professional lectures in the State of California 
and Hawaii regarding due diligence issues including the ASTM Standards for conducting Phase I 
and II ESAs. 

Mr. Ferber is currently Project Manager for the Los Angeles Unified School District (District), 
Environmental Health and Safety Branch's soil and groundwater investigations at the Jefferson New 
Middle School (Jefferson), a project that has been ongoing since June 1999. The Jefferson project 
involves evaluating soil and groundwater at the Jefferson school and an adjacent former industrial 
property for the potential presence of recognized environmental conditions that could impact the 
students, school employees, and the general public. Mr. Ferber's work involves coordination with 
the District, regulatory agencies, District attorneys, and the general public to ensure that the 
objectives of the District are achieved. 

John E. Juhrend, PE, CEG, OA/OC Technical Reviewer 

Mr. John Juh.rend will be the QA/QC Technical Reviewer for the Greenway Trail Project. Mr. Juhrend 
has managed the performance of numerous Phase I ESAs in the greater Sacramento area for railroad 
and highway alignments, and industrial, commercial, and agricultural properties. Mr. Juhrend was the 
project manager for the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor project which included Phase I 
and II assessments of over 50 miles of former Southern Pacific Railroad right of way (ROW) for a 
multi-agency Joint Powers Authority (WA) including Sacramento Regional Transit. Mr. Juhrend has 
further managed four multi-million dollar, task order delivery environmental site assessment and 
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investigation contracts for the State of California Department of Transportation. These contracts have 
included Phase I and II ESA studies of relatively long highway corridor ROW acquisition projects. 

Robin M. Blanchard — Site Reconnaissance and Historical Review 

Ms. Blanchard performs project coordination and management of Phase I and II ESAs, technical 
research, large-scale project management, and groundwater monitoring and soil and groundwater 
investigations. Ms. Blanchard has over eight years experience performing such work with Geocon and a 
former employer and has performed over 300 such projects including compliance assessments, 
materials sampling (lead, asbestos, radon, soil, vapor, water, groundwater), large scale and Superfund 
site management, general consultation, technical editing and document production, and data 
management. Ms. Blanchard assisted on portions of a Phase I ESA for the Alameda Corridor in Los 
Angeles for Caltrans and has performed numerous Phase I ESA's for oil fields throughout California. 

Curtis Welty — Site Reconnaissance; Hazardous Conditions Assessment 

Mr. Welty will conduct the site reconnaissance and perform a Hazardous Conditions Assessment for 
the Greenway Trail Project. Mr. Welty has over 23 years of experience providing geologic and 
hydrogeologic including the preparation and management of Phase I and Phase II site assessments; 
Brownfields assessments, petroleum release and underground storage tank (UST) assessments and 
cleanups. Most recently Mr. Welty managed the Phase I and II site assessments for the acquisition of 
the abandoned Norfolk Southern rail right-of-way through downtown Charlotte, North Carolina prior 
to the City's purchase of this property. Mr. Welty encountered a variety of adjacent properties of 
concern during the assessment including a lead smelter, a manufactured gas plant and several 
machine manufacturers with chlorinated solvent releases. 

Karen Gale — Standard Environmental Records Review and Interviews 

Karen Gale will be responsible for conducting a standard environmental records review and 
interviews for the Greenway Trail Project. Ms. Gale has been responsible for managing and 
conducting Phase I and Phase II ESAs and performing site characterization activities and conducting 
site remediation projects. Duties include building inspections, historical research, regulatory file 
reviews, soil and groundwater sampling, field activities associated with drilling, .supervising 
remediation field activities, and preparing the associated reports. Additional responsibilities include 
preparing work plans, cost estimates, and reviewing project budgets. 

Curriculum Vitae 

Curriculum vitae documenting relevant professional and educational experience for the Geocon 
personnel committed to the Greenway Trail Project are presented in Appendix B. 

Firm Experience 

Geocon has successfully completed hundreds of Phase I ESAs including studies for transportation 
corridors, existing and abandoned railroad spurs, commercial, industrial, agricultural, and residential 
properties. We conducted two projects in Los Angeles County in 1999 involving abandoned railroad 
spurs. 
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Typical environmental impacts associated with former railroad alignments include hazardous 
materials spill and staging sites, oils used for dust suppression (sometimes PCB-based), fueling and 
chemical loading areas, creosote-impregnated railroad ties, pesticides and herbicides, and heavy 
metals. Geocon has experience in investigating and remediating environmental impacts associated 
with former railroad alignments. 

The following presents a summary of recently completed representative ESA projects performed by 
Geocon personnel designated for the Whittier Greenway Trail Project. 

Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor 

Geocon completed Phase I and II ESA studies of a 53.3-mile former Southern Pacific railroad 
alignment for the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor JPA. The results of the Phase I ESA 
study determined the potential presence of environmental site impacts resulting from former refueling 
facilities, encroachment of adjacent facilities, surface drainage and spillage, illegal dumping, and 
historical railroad operations dating to the mid-1850s. A Phase 1:1 site investigation was developed and 
implemented by Geocon to confirm or refute the identified potential site impacts. The Phase II ESA 
included the performance of soil and groundwater sampling and asbestos surveys of existing structures. 
The results of the Phase II study provided the basis for negotiations between the WA and Union Pacific 
to complete required site remediation during and after ownership transfer. Union Pacific is currently 
completing Phase III remedial efforts. 

Former Loomis Depot, Loomis, California 

Geocon performed Phase I and II ESAs on the former UPRR Loomis Depot located near the 
intersection of Taylor and Horseshoe Bar Roads in Loomis, California. The Town of Loomis 
received a grant to purchase the property for a potential Park and Ride facility. Geocon performed 
the ESA to provide information regarding the potential for existing hazardous materials/waste 
impacts to the site prior to purchase. 

The Loomis Depot site consists of 2.25 acres and includes the former depot building, track siding, 
and areas identified as former freestanding buildings within the current parking lot area. The site 
reconnaissance included visual observation of the interior and exterior of the former depot, asbestos 
and lead paint sampling and analysis, historical review of existing aerial maps, and agency 
information regarding known hazardous waste sites/generators in the vicinity of the former depot. 
Geocon conducted interviews with the property owners, local public agencies, local utility 
companies and employees of adjacent companies. The Phase II ESA included soil and groundwater 
sampling to evaluate the potential presence of heavy-metal impacted slag ballast, pesticides, and 
UST related petroleum hydrocarbon impacts. 

Nalco Chemical Plant, Carson, California 

Geocon conducted a Phase I and II ESA for Trammell Crow in a former agricultural field in an 
industrial area located in Carson, California. The agricultural field was surrounded to the north and west 
by active railroad spurs followed by a former pesticide manufacturing plant and a petroleum refinery. 
Review of historical aerial photographs revealed the presence of suspected chemical spill sites along the 
railroad spurs. Based on the history of the site, Geocon performed a statistically based soil investigation 
to evaluate the presence of elevated organochlorine pesticides previously detected in soil onsite. 
Geocon's analysis and interpretation of the chemical test results allowed the property transaction to 
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proceed and the former agricultural property was subsequently developed for commercial use. 

Highway 1 Widening Project 

Geocon completed a Phase I ESA for the Caltrans Highway 1 widening project in Santa Cruz. The 
approximate 15 mile long corridor was proposed to be widened in addition to planned drainage, turning 
lane and sidewalk improvements. The corridor is generally located through a residential and 
commercial district. The results of the Phase I ESA indicated the presence of numerous former and 
existing service station and dry cleaning facilities adjacent to the site. Review of regulatory records 
indicated that several of the service stations were actively monitoring shallow groundwater impacts 
resulting from fuel UST releases. Geocon subsequently developed and implemented a Phase II ESA 
study to determine the lateral extent of co-mingled petroleum hydrocarbon and chlorinated solvent 
groundwater impacts within the existing and proposed state ROW. A geophysical survey was also 
performed to determine the potential presence of abandoned USTs within the State ROW. 
Recommendations were provided to minimize the volume of contaminated soil and groundwater 
generated during the construction operations. 

Interstate 5 Widening Project 

Geocon was retained by Caltrans to conduct a Phase I ESA of approximately seven miles of Interstate 5 
located in Orange and Los Angeles Counties, California. The ESA was performed to estimate the 
potential for existing impacts to the site (i.e., levels of hazardous materials/wastes likely to warrant 
current regulatory mitigation action) from the presence of hazardous materials/wastes on or within the 
vicinity of the site, specifically within and next to the existing and proposed state ROW. A field survey 
was conducted, by way of public thoroughfares, of the subject site focusing on existing and proposed 
ROWs. Observed uses or conditions of the properties adjacent to the to the existing and proposed ROW 
did not suggest the presence of adverse environmental impacts to the subject site with the exception of 
former Southern Pacific railroad ROW and several industrial facilities. The performance of a Phase II 
ESA was recommended to determine the potential presence of environmental impacts. 
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Client References 

Please contact the following references to obtain information regarding the quality and timely 
environmental consulting services provided by Geocon on similar ESA contracts. 

Mr. Neal H. Holdridge, Environmental Manager 
Trammell-Crow, Environmental Asset Services, Inc. 
Los Angeles, CA 
323.720.5375 

Ms. Maureen Daly-Pascoe 
Sacramento Regional Transit District 
Sacramento, CA 
916.321.3848 

Mr. Kirk E. Trost, Esq. 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost 
Sacramento, CA 
916.447.7933 

Ms. Allyne Winderman 
Economic Development and Housing Manager 
Community Development Department 
City of West Hollywood 
West Hollywood, CA 
323.848.6418 

Mr. Allen Baradar 
Caltrans Environmental Toll Bridge Section 
Oakland, CA 
510.286.5636 

Mr. Len Robinson 
River City Petroleum 
West Sacramento, CA 
916.371.4960 

Mr. Spencer Short 
Town of Loomis 
Loomis, CA 
916.652.1840 
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Client References for Mr. Robin Ferber — Project Manager 

Mr. Neal H. Holdridge, Environmental Manager 
Trammell-Crow, Environmental Asset Services, Inc. 
Los Angeles, California 
323.720.5375 

Ms. Allyne Winderman 
Economic Development and Housing Manager 
Community Development Department 
City of West Hollywood 
West Hollywood, CA 
323.848.6418 

John Harris, Esq. 
Richards Watson & Gershon 
Los Angeles, CA 
213.626.8484 

Wayne Avrashow, Esq. 
The Law Office of Wayne Avrashow 
Encino, California 
818.995.1100 
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3.0 PROJECT WORK PLAN 

As requested in the Project Scope provided by the City of Whittier, Geocon proposes to conduct a 
Phase I ESA in general accordance with in American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) E 
1527-97 (Phase I ESA Standard). 

Geocon will perform a site reconnaissance and preliminary research to estimate the potential for 
existing impacts to the Site (i.e., levels of hazardous materials/wastes likely to warrant mitigation action 
pursuant to current regulatory guidelines) from the presence of hazardous materials/wastes on or within 
the vicinity of the Site. 

As discussed, the Site will be divided into seven approximately equal sections, defined by the presence 
of major public thoroughfares which cross the Site. The seven sections are identified as follows, 
beginning from the southernmost point of the Site: 

Section 1 
Section 2 
Section 3 
Section 4 
Section 5 
Section 6 
Section 7 

From the southern terminus of the Site, below Mills Avenue, to Calmada Avenue; 
Calmada Avenue to Painter Avenue; 
Painter Avenue to Whittier/Washington Boulevards; 
Whittier/Washington Boulevards to Philadelphia Street; 
Philadelphia Street to Broadway Avenue; 
Broadway Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard; and 
Norwalk Boulevard to the northern terminus of the Site. 

Figure 1 displays the seven sections of the rail corridor proposed by Geocon. 

The guidelines used for the definition of hazardous materials/wastes are referenced in the California 
Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5. The proposed scope of services for the Phase I ESA 
is as follows: 

• Perform a reconnaissance of the Site to assess for the presence, or make visual observations of 
indicators of the potential existing presence of hazardous materials, hazardous wastes, or soil 
and/or groundwater impacts on the Site. These indicators include, but are not limited to, evidence 
of spills (i.e., discolored surface soils), 55-gallon drums, underground and above-ground storage 
tanks, chemical containers, waste storage and disposal areas, industrial facilities, electrical 
transformers that may contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's), and areas conspicuously 
absent of vegetation. The City of Whittier would be responsible for providing Geocon with a site 
plan clearly depicting the Site boundaries. 

• Geocon shall enter into a right-of-entry agreement directly with the UPRR and pay all required 
fees. As indicated in a November 12, 199 letter from Kirk E. Trost, Esq., the cost for the executed 
Railroad ROW will be reimbursed by the City of Whittier as an extra direct cost. Geocon will 
obtain and maintain the insurance required for the Railroad's right-of-entry and comply with the 
terms of the agreement. Geocon has reviewed the sample right-of-entry agreement provided in 
Attachment 6 to Exhibit D of the Hyde, Miller, Owen and Trost's October 1999 Request for 
Proposal. If access is unavailable to any portions of the subject property, Geocon's ability to 
complete the assessment described herein may be hindered. Provisions for a survey of wetlands, 
earthquake faults, asbestos, lead-based paint, lead in drinking water, radon gas, and methane gas are 
not provided in this scope of services. 
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Geocon proposes to perform the site reconnaissance largely thorough the use of off-road 
(mountain) bicycles, as much of the Site is not accessible with standard motorized vehicles. We 
believe the use of mountain bikes during the site reconnaissance will allow for careful scrutiny of 
the Site and promote safety during the crossing of public thoroughfares. In our opinion the use of 
SUVs or four-wheel vehicles will present potential traffic hazards because of the many busy 
thoroughfares that transect the Site. 

Ms. Robin M. Blanchard, Project Environmental Scientist and Mr. Curtis Welty, Senior Geologist 
will be responsible for conducting and compiling information observed during the site 
reconnaissance. Mr. Robin Ferber, Project Manager will visit the Site to observe areas where 
recognized environmental conditions (if present) are noted by Mr. Welty and Ms. Blanchard. 

Mapping of observed features will be performed during the site reconnaissance. Geocon will utilize 
a Trimble® Pathfinder Pro XRSTm portable GPS data collection unit to identify the specific 
geographic location of potential recognized environmental conditions and features of importance 
(e.g., refuse piles of unknown origin) that may have an impact on the future development of the 
Site. The GPS system utilizes signals from up to eight available satellites to locate points with sub-
meter accuracy. The information obtained by the GPS unit in the field is subsequently real-time, 
differentially corrected and displayed in several available coordinate systems. Geocon will provide 
seven (7) detailed maps correlating to the above-described seven Site sections. In addition, digital 
photographs will be taken of areas where recognized environmental conditions are observed. 

• Perform a visual survey of the adjacent properties from the subject property and from public 
thoroughfares to observe general types of surrounding land use. Digital photographs will be taken 
of adjacent properties if hazardous materials observed are noted that could impact the Site. 

• Review the Standard Environmental Records Sources: Federal and State referenced ASTM 
Designation E 1527-97 Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment Process to obtain information regarding the potential presence of 
hazardous materials/wastes on the Site or on properties located within the approximate minimum 
search distance specified for each source. 

• Review reasonably ascertainable regulatory agency files for the Site and/or properties in the 
vicinity of the Site whose environmental conditions might potentially impact the subject Site. 

• Review California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil and Gas Field Maps to obtain 
information regarding the potential presence of oil and/or gas wells on the subject Site or on 
adjacent properties. 

• Contact local public agencies by telephone or in writing to obtain readily ascertainable 
information regarding underground storage tank permits, building permits, agriculture-related 
permits and violations, air emission permits and violations, source of water and method of 
sewage disposal, location and depth of nearest drinking water wells, and electrical transformers. 
The information would be obtained for the subject Site and adjacent properties with the 
exception of building permits, which would be obtained for the subject Site only. The agencies 
contacted may include, but would not be limited to, the fire department, building department, air 
pollution control agency, agriculture department, water and sewer agencies, and gas and/or 
electric utility companies. 
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We understand that information and documents held by the City of Whittier will be provided for 
our review. We further anticipate that due to the lack of Site addresses, limited information will 
be available regarding the Site from public agencies and the bulk of regulatory and agency 
information regarding the Site will be obtained from the City of Whittier and UPRR. 

• Review and interpret reasonably ascertainable aerial photographs from Continental Aerial Photo, 
Inc. of Los Alamitos, and from the Whittier College Fairchild Collection to obtain information 
concerning the history of the Site and adjacent properties. 

• Review historical railroad ROW and track maps at the California State Library. 

• Review historical Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for the Site. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
would be reviewed to obtain information concerning the historical uses of the Site and the 
potential presence of underground storage tanks or other significant features on the Site. 

• Review pertinent and reasonably ascertainable information sources to evaluate physiographic, 
geologic, and hydrogeologic conditions in the vicinity of the Site. The review would not include 
or address earthquake faults on the subject Site or in the Site vicinity. 

• Review documents and information provided by the City of Whither. Potentially useful 
documents may include geotechnical, geologic, and environmental reports; site plans; plot plans; 
tenant lists; and correspondence with regulatory agencies. We understand that the City of 
Whittier will provide the following documents/information: 

D UPRR valuation maps showing track and ROW 

D Current City of Whittier land use and zoning maps 

D All information available form City of Whittier staff concerning historical uses of the Site 
and the hazardous materials on the Site 

D Names and contacts with UPRR 

• Review and interpret U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps to obtain information 
relative to the topography and physical setting of the Site, and previous development and uses of 
the Site and properties within approximately Its mile of the subject Site. 

• Review recorded land title records for the Site to attempt to identify past or present property 
owners whose name (i.e., XYZ Chemical Corporation) implies that those entities may have used, 
generated, stored, or disposed of hazardous materials/wastes on-site. Title information dating 
back at least 50 years would be obtained from a title company by the City of Whittier at the City 
of Whittier's discretion and expense. 

• Conduct interviews by telephone or in writing with present and past tenants/owners of the 
subject Site to evaluate if present or past occupants have used, generated, stored, or disposed of 
hazardous materials/wastes on-site. The names and telephone numbers of the contacts for the 
above interviews are to be provided by the City of Whittier. 
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• Prepare draft and final reports summarizing the findings of the ESA. The report would 
qualitatively describe the potential for environmental impairment of the Site. Two (2) copies of 
the draft report, clearly marked confidential, will be submitted to the Kirk E. Trost, Esq. of 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost (HMO&T), 428 J Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA, 95814-2394 
for review. After receipt of comments from the City of Whittier, Geocon will deliver three (3) 
copies of the final report, clearly marked confidential, to Kirk E. Trost, Esq. of HMO&T. 

• If necessary, Geocon will also provide recommendations for additional environmental services 
(i.e., a Phase II investigation) based on the findings of the Phase I ESA. Preparation of these 
recommendations is not included in this scope of work but will be billed on a time and materials 
basis, in accordance with our Schedule of Charges. 

Information to be provided by City of Whittier 

Geocon assumes the City of Whittier will provide the following information (if available): 

• Historical Aerial Photographs of the Site — Specifically, photographic surveys of the Site 
sanctioned by the City of Whittier that may complement aerial photographs observed at 
Continental Aerial Photos, Inc and at the Fairchild Collection. 

• Geocon requests the use of a photocopier and an adjacent table where historical permits and 
information obtained from the City of Whittier can be staged for subsequent copying. 

• Geocon requests access to public utility information that may indicate if any subsurface fuel 
hydrocarbon or chemical pipelines parallel the rail corridor. 

• Any information regarding impacts to the rail corridor that resulted from the October 1987 
Whittier Earthquake. 

• Any detailed maps of the Site corridor including aerial photographic topographic surveys. 

• Guarantee of Title Information - Because of the uncertainty regarding the cost of acquiring Title 
information, Geocon assumes the City of Whittier will either provide this information or make 
provisions to compensate Geocon for acquisition of Title information. 

• Geocon requests a list of personnel (with phone numbers) from the City of Whittier that may be 
familiar with the history of the Site. 

Presented below is a Table summarizing the proportionate number of hours for Geocon to complete 
the scope of services. 
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TABLE 1 — PROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF LABOR HOURS FOR GEOCON STAFF 

PERSONNEL CLASSIFICATION TASK HOURS 

- 

Robin M. Blanchard Project Environmental 
Scientist 

Site and Surrounding Area 
Reconnaissance and Interviews 12 
Historic Land Use 
(Aerial Photos and Historical 
Maps) 

12 

Report Writing 12 
Curtis Welty Senior Geologist Site Reconnaissance 6 
Robin J. Ferber Project Manager Site Reconnaissance 2 
Karen M. Gale Regulatory, Private Owner and 

Public Agency Records Review 18 
Topography, Geologic, and 
Hydrogeologic Conditions 4 

Technical Illustration, Draft and 
Final Report Writing and Map 
Production 

30 

Robin J. Ferber Project Manager Senior Review of Draft and Final 
Reports 

8 

John Juhrend QA/QC Technical 
Reviewer 

QA/QC Technical Review of 
Draft and Final Reports 

4 

TOTAL GEOCON HOURS 108 

Note: Personnel from firms other than Geocon will not be used. Subcontractors to be used will provide public 
agency database and historical documentation for Geocon's review. 
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4.0 PRICE PROPOSAL 

Geocon will perform the Scope of Services on a cost plus fixed fee basis in accordance with our 
1999 Schedule of Fees for Environmental Services (attached). The estimated not-to-exceed cost to 
complete this project is $8,966.00. As requested, a breakdown of the project budget, by task, is 
provided below: 

TABLE 2: COST, LABOR HOURS AND HOURLY RATES 

FIRM PERSONNEL TASK 

, 

HOURS RATE COST ($) 

GEOCON Robin M. 
Blanchard 

Site and Surrounding Area 
Reconnaissance and Interviews 

12 $67 $804 

Historic Land Use 
(Aerial Photos and Historical 

Maps) 

12 $67 $804 

Report Writing 12 $67 $804 
Curtis Welty Site Reconnaissance 6 $87 $522 
Robin Ferber Site Reconnaissance 2 $97 $194 
Karen M. Gale Regulatory, Private Owner and 

Public Agency Records Review 
18 $67 $1,206 

Topography, Geologic, and 
Hydrogeologic Conditions 

4 $67 $268 

Technical Illustration 12 $47 $564 
Report Writing and Map 

Production 
18 $67 $1,206 

Robin J. Ferber Senior Review 8 $97 $776 
John Juhrend QA/QC Technical Reviewer 4 $107 $428 
Geocon 	GPS Equipment, travel, copying, 
Expenses 	 report production 

- - $360 

Environmental Database Search 
and Selected Sanborn Fire 

EDR, Inc. 	 Insurance Maps (other Sanborn 
maps will be obtained from the 

City of Los Angeles Public 
Library) 

- - $700 

Continental 	 Historical Aerial Photo Search and 
Aerial Photo, Inc. 	 Office Visit 

- - $230 

Historical Aerial Photo Search 
Whittier College 	 (Fairchild Collection) and Office 

Visit 
- - $100 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $8,966 

1 
1 
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5.0 TIME SCHEDULE 

Geocon anticipates that the above scope of work will require from five to six weeks to complete, 
including submittal of two draft reports and incorporation of the City of Whittier's comments into a 
final report (three copies). This assumes the UPRR right-of-entry agreement can be obtained within one 
week after communicating with the UPRR point-of-contact. A breakdown of the proposed schedule 
elements is provided below: 

TASK ESTIMATED SCHEDULE 

Obtain LTPRR Right-of-Entry Agreement 1 week 

Conduct Site Reconnaissance 

2 weeks 

Conduct Review of Information Provided by City 
Interview City of Whittier Personnel 

Conduct Analysis of Database Information 
Provided by EDR 

Review Historical Aerial Photographs and 
Sanborn Maps 

Contact Regulatory Agencies 

Prepare Draft Report (2 copies) 1-2 weeks 

Prepare Final Report (3 copies) 1 week 

TOTAL ESTIMATED SCHEDULE , 5-6 WEEKS 
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Robin Ferber 
Managing Geologist 

Education 

• University of Southwestern 
Louisiana 
— Master of Science, Geology, 

1985 
• State University of New York at 

Potsdam 
— Bachelor of Arts, Biology, 

1974 

Professional Registrations 
• Registered Geologist, CA 

• Registered Environmental 
Assessor, CA 

Professional Organizations 

• California Environmental Bar — 
Non-Bar Member 

• Professional Environmental 
Marketing Association — 
Director at Large 

• California Independent 
Petroleum Association - member 

Mr. Ferber has a key role in the daily operation of Geocon's Los 
Angeles office. With over 17 years experience in the 
Environmental and Petroleum Industries, he is very familiar 
with the geologic conditions and environmental issues 
throughout California. Mr. Ferber has conducted and/or served 
as Project Manager for over 400 Phase I and H Environmental 
Site Assessments, using a statistical approach, throughout 
Southern California and Hawaii over the last 12 years. 

Mission Gorge Road, Sewer Realignment Project, San Diego, 
California. Mr. Ferber served as Project Manager for a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment conducted along an 
approximately 2 mile-long corridor in the Grantville and Allied 
Gardens areas of San Diego. Mr. Ferber was responsible for the 
identification of area of potential environmental concern that 
could have had a significant financial and scheduling impact on 
the City's realignment plans. 

Union Pacific Realty Company, Carlsbad Research Center, 
Carlsbad, California. Mr. Ferber served as Project Manager for 
a Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment conducted at the 
proposed location of a future commercial park. Two illegal 
refuse sites were noted onsite during the Phase I ESA. A Phase 
II soil investigation revealed the presence of elevated 
organochlorine pesticides throughout soil in the refuse areas. 
Upon the approval of the local regulatory agency, pesticide-
impacted soils exceeding regulatory thresholds were removed 
from the site and disposed of properly. 

City of West Hollywood, La Brea Gateway Center, West 
Hollywood, California. Mr. Ferber served as Project Manager 
for a Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment on a mixed 
industrial property located southwest of La Brea Avenue and 
Santa Monica Boulevard. Mr. Ferber's investigation revealed 
the presence of at least three previously unidentified 
underground storage tanks, petroleum fuel piping, and elevated 
total lead levels in shallow soil. The City of West Hollywood 
recently acquired a federal Brownfields grant to remediate and 
redevelop the site for combined commerciaUresidential land use. 

Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles, California. 
Mr. Ferber is currently Project Manager for the Los Angeles 
Unified School District (District), Environmental Health and 
Safety Branch's soil and groundwater investigations at the 
Jefferson New Middle School (Jefferson), a project that has been 
ongoing since June 1999. The Jefferson project involves 
evaluating soil and groundwater at the Jefferson school and an 
adjacent former industrial property for the potential presence of 
recognized environmental conditions that could impact the 
students, school employees, and the general public. Mr. Ferber's 
work involves coordination with the District, regulatory 
agencies, District attorneys, and the general public to ensure that 
the objectives of the District are achieved. 
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Mr. Juhrend's fifteen plus year career with Geocon has spanned 
the ranks from engineering field technician to President of 
Geocon's Environmental Engineering Division. His academic 
and experience background uniquely qualifies him to manage 
California's fastest growing geoenvironmental consulting firm. 
Based in Sacramento, Mr. Juhrend's professional 
responsibilities include staffing, technical and financial 
management of Geocon's Northern California and Nevada 
consulting practice. He currently manages environmental site 
investigations and remedial design studies for underground 
storage tank and hazardous waste sites and negotiates site 
closures with Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board. 

Caltrans Hazardous Waste Statewide Contracts. Over the 
last five years, Mr. Juhrend has been responsible for the 
procurement and technical oversight of six Caltrans statewide 
consulting and construction contracts with total revenues 
approaching $20,000,000. Services provided under these 
contracts include initial site assessments, hazardous waste site 
investigations, remedial engineering system evaluation and 
design, on-call site response, and underground/aboveground 
storage tank contracting services. 

Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor. Mr. 
Juhrend managed environmental assessment studies of the 55- 
mile long Union Pacific railroad alignment located between 
Sacramento and Placerville, California for a multi-public agency 
Joint Power Authority. The results of an initial site assessment 
performed by Geocon determined the presence of environmental 
site impacts resulting from historical railroad operations dating 
back to the mid-1850s. A fast tracked site investigation was 
developed and implemented by Mr. Juhrend to confirm the extent 
of the identified site impacts. The results of the Geocon 
assessment studies provided the basis for negotiations between 
the Joint Power Authority and Union Pacific to complete required 
site remediation during and after ownership transfer. 

Benicia-Martinez Bridge, Soil Management Plan. Mr. Juhrend 
managed the preparation of a soil management plan for seismic 
retrofit activities at the Benicia-Martinez Bridge. The purpose of 
the plans was to ensure that soil excavated from pier footings 
which was impacted by metals or petroleum hydrocarbons was 
handled, stockpiled, and disposed of in accordance with federal, 
state, and local regulations. The Soil Management Plan included a 
summary of previous investigations, soil management objectives, 
and criteria for determining the waste classification of excavated 
materials, and soil excavation, stockpiling and profiling methods. 

John E. Juhrend 
Principal 

Education 

• University of California, Davis 
Davis, California 

Masters of Science, Civil 
Engineering, 1990 
Certificate in Site 
Assessment and 
Remediation, 1998 

• San Diego State University 
San Diego, California 

Bachelors of Science, 
Engineering Geology 1983 

• Institute for Professional Practice 
Certificate in Professional 
Practice, 1991 

Professional Registrations 
• Professional Engineer, CA 
• Certified Engineering Geologist, 

CA 
• Registered Geologist, CA 
• Registered Environmental 

Assessor Class I and II, CA 
• Professional Engineer, NV 

• Certified Environmental 
Manager, NV 
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Robin M. Blanchard 
Project Environmental Scientist 

Ms. Blanchard has over eight years' of experience performing and 
managing Phase I and II Environmental Assessments and 
Investigations. Projects have also included compliance assessments, 
materials sampling (lead, asbestos, radon, soil, vapor, tap water, 
groundwater), large scale and Superfund site management, technical 
editing, document production, data management, QA/QC, project 
staff, field and office management since 1987. Ms. Blanchard's 
recent relevant experience includes: 

Alameda 	Corridor, 	Caltrans, 	California. 	Performed 
Environmental Site Assessments for former railroad lines and 
facilities in South Los Angeles to evaluate the highest and best use 
of the properties. The contiguous parcels were divided into 
segments for assessment and combined into a final report. Issues 
included extensive and lengthy historical railroad and industrial use 
both on and offsite, and the presence of numerous Superfund sites 
and other properties under investigation by environmental 
regulatory agencies. 

Various Lease and Fee Parcels located throughout California. 
Performed Comprehensive Environmental Site Assessments and 
Limited Environmental Impact Reviews of over 50 variously sized 
current and former oil and gas fields prior to sale. She performed 
senior review and technical editing of all reports prior to submittal. 
Issues included agricultural and rural residential use, historical 
disposal of hazardous materials as road base, endangered species 
assessments, and extensive review of Unocal documents to evaluate 
the options for sale or redevelopment of the parcels. 

Riverside County Hospital, California. Performed and managed a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Pre-Demolition Asbestos 
Survey, Pre-Demolition Building Demolition and Salvage 
Evaluation for a large, historic, municipal hospital. Assisted the 
County with evaluation of the highest and best use of the property 
and potential liabilities associated with managing or demolishing 
the facility. Performed the work on an accelerated six week 
schedule and presented the information to a review commission. 

Various Medical Facilities in Southern California and 
throughout the United States, Tenet Healthcare Corporation. 
Management and performance of over 250 Phase I and II 
Investigations, including lead paint, lead in water, asbestos and 
radon surveys, compliance audits, decommissioning and 
environmental permit transfers for acute care hospitals, vacant 
parcels, medical clinics, and medical office buildings. 

Education 
Student — Geology, Health 
Science 
• Former: University of 

California, San Diego 

• Current: California State 
University Long Beach 

Professional Registration 

• California REA Application 
Submitted 10/99 

Certifications 

• Cal-OSHA 40-hour 
Hazardous Waste 
Operations #E10069HW40 
(certified 10/94). 

• Cal-OSHA 8-hour 
Hazardous Waste 
Operations Supervisor 
#4902 (certified 11/94) 

• DOT Hazardous Materials 
Transport (DOT HM-126F) 
(certified 10/93) 

• A.H.E.R.A. Accredited 
Building Inspector #02262 
(certified 12/95) 

• A.H.E.R.A."Accredited 
Contract 
Supervisor/Competent 
Person (certified 12/96) 
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Ms. Gale has five years experience in the environmental field and 
has performed and managed over 100 Phase I and II Environmental 
Site Assessments (ESAs) and site investigations throughout 
southern California. Ms. Gale is proficient in using ASTM Practice 
E 1527-97 for ESAs for commercial, industrial, and residential 
properties. Ms. Gale is experienced in conducting detailed building 
and property inspections, including sampling building materials 
according to AHERA guidelines to determine the presence or 
absence of asbestos-containing materials, testing for lead-based 
paint, and radon gas surveys. Ms. Gale has also had experience 
conducting site characterization and remedial activities for 
contaminated soil and groundwater. Ms. Gale's relevant experience 
includes: 

California United Bank, Whittier, California. Performed and 
managed a Phase I ESA for an aluminum can, paper, and bottle 
recycling business located in Whittier. The assessment included 
reviewing files from the City of Whittier Fire Department for 
information regarding a UST located adjacent to the subject 
property. Based on the findings of the UST file review, a 
subsequent Phase II Environmental Investigation was not required. 

Los Angeles Community College District, Los Angeles, 
California. Performed and managed a Phase I ESA for a former 
paint retail store and an adjacent former service station in Los 
Angeles. Both properties had former USTs. A Phase II 
Environmental Site Investigation was conducted on the paint store 
property to determine if the paint thinner stored in the UST 
impacted the soil. The file review indicated that perched 
groundwater is impacted with hydrocarbons beneath both 
properties, even though the former service station property was 
granted closure by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

Trammell Crow So. Cal. Properties Inc., Lake Forest, 
California. Performed and managed a Phase I ESA for a vacant 
property approximately 32-acres in size. Agency information for the 
property was requested using the site description, as an address had 
not been assigned to the property. 

Nations Bank of Texas, Van Nuys, California. Performed and 
managed a Phase I ESA for two apartment buildings located in Van 
Nuys. The apai fluent buildings were located adjacent to a railroad 
track. The file review process included requesting information from 
the railroad company to determine if any spills had occurred along 
the tracks in that area. Ms. Gale also conducted an asbestos survey 
and a radon survey as part of the Phase I ESA. 

Karen M. Gale 
Senior Staff Geologist 

Education 
• La Trobe University, 

Australia 
Honors of Physical 
Science, Geology 
Bachelor of 
Biological Science, 
Geology and Botany 

Certifications 

• Cal-OSHA 40-hour 
Hazardous Waste 
Operations 
#40H012895-38 
(certified 1/95). 

• A.H.E.R.A. Accredited 
Building Inspector # 
RBI-10521 (certified 
1/98) 

Professional 
Organizations 

• South Coast Geological 
Society 
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Mr. Welty has over 23 years of experience providing a broad 
range of geologic, petrologic, and hydrogeologic services to 
private, municipal, and government clients. He has managed 
numerous projects nationwide and his experience encompasses 
Phase I and Phase II site assessments; Brownfields assessments 
and cleanups; RCRA, CERCLA, TSCA hazardous substance 
assessments and cleanups; petroleum release and UST 
assessments and cleanups under state regulations; geologic, 
hydrogeologic, and geotechnical siting studies; and water supply 
studies. Mr. Welty's recent experience includes: 

South Transportation Corridor, Phase I and Phase II 
Assessments, City of Charlotte, North Carolina. As part of a 
planned enhancement of public transportation, the City of 
Charlotte wished to acquire the abandoned Norfolk Southern rail 
right-of-way extending approximately three miles south from 
downtown Charlotte through the formerly industrial and 
currently redeveloping Southend neighborhood. Mr. Welty 
managed the Phase I and II assessment of this corridor prior to 
the City's purchase of the property. Adjacent properties of 
concern included a manufactured gas plant, a lead smelter, and 
several machine manufacturers with chlorinated solvent releases. 
The timely completion of these assessments allowed the City to 
understand the costs of redevelopment of the property and to use 
this information in its negotiations with the railroad. 

West Macedonia Brownfields Project, Phase I and Phase H 
Assessments, City of High Point, North Carolina. The West 
Macedonia district of High Point is a formerly industrialized 
(furniture and textiles) portion of the City near downtown and is 
deemed ripe for redevelopment. Mr. Welty worked with the City 
under an EPA Brownfields National Pilot Project grant to assess 
these properties for possible environmental deterrents to such 
redevelopment. Project activities included design of a quality 
assurance project plan subject to Region IV EPA approval, an 
area-wide Phase I which identified 12 areas of concern, a Phase 
II that involved soil and ground-water sampling conducted in 
five target areas, preliminary remedial technology screening, and 
cost estimation. 

Hanes Mill Road Landfill, Siting Studies and Permitting, 
City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The City of Winston-
Salem operates one of the largest and busiest landfills in North 
Carolina. For over five years, Mr. Welty managed geologic, 
hydrogeologic, and geotechnical studies related to the operation 
of the current landfill and for its expansion through the next 
twenty years of its life. Tasks included addressing ground-water 
contamination at the older, unlined portion of the landfill, a 
ground penetrating radar study of a portion of waste over which 
a Subtitle D liner was lain (a "piggyback" liner), and 
characterization of the expansion area through detailed geologic 
and hydrogeologic investigations. 

Curtis M. Welty 
Senior Geologist 

Education 

• University of Colorado 
Master of Science 
Geology, 1988 

• Ohio State University 
- 	Bachelor of Science 

Geology and Mineralogy, 
1975 

Professional Registrations 

• Licensed Professional Geologist, 
NC 

• Licensed Professional Geologist, 
GA 

Certification 

• OSHA 40-Hour HAZWOPER 
Certificate 

Professional Organizations 

• Geological Society of America 

• International Association of 
Hydrogeologists 

GEOCON 
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Photograph 1: View of site looking northwest from Mills Avenue. Tracks and ties have been 
removed between Mills and Gunn Avenue. 

Photograph 2: View of site looking northwest from near Gunn Avenue. Businesses on left are 
along Lambert Road. 
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Photograph 3: View of dumping on site behind 14001 Lambert, about 100 yards southeast of 
Calmada. The waste includes a five-gallon, open bucket of waste oil and other refuse. 

Photograph 4: View of site looking northwest from near Calmada Avenue. 
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Photograph 5: View of site looking northwest from near Greenleaf Avenue. Note grade crossing 
gates and switch equipment enclosure. 

Photograph 6: View of slag ballast as the site rises on a fill embankment as it approaches its 
elevated crossing at Whittier Boulevard and Santa Fe Springs Road. 
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Photograph 7: Detail of slag ballast shown in Photograph 6. The dark, heavy, glassy slag that is 
rare elsewhere on the site predominates here. 

Photograph 8: View of site looking northwest from between Santa Fe Springs Road and Mar 
Vista Street. 
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Photograph 9: View of black, vesicular, relatively lightweight slag ballast just south of 
Philadelphia Street. 

Photograph 10: View of site where oil is running on site from Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley 
Street. 
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Photograph 11 : View of site looking northwest from near Palm Avenue. 

Photograph 12: View of site looking northwest at northern end of site where right-of-way joins 
mainline over San Gabriel River. 
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PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL 
SITE ASSESSMENT 

(Volume 1 of 2) 

GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE 
FORMER UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD PROPERTY 

WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 

PREPARED FOR 

CITY OF WHITTIER 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 

SEPTEMBER 2000 



Robin 
Senio 

ber, RG, REA 
rnaging Geologist 

GEOCON 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

ENVIRONMENTAL • GEOTECHNICAL • MATERIALS  

Project No. A8050-06-01 
September 22, 2000 

Kirk Trost, Esq. 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost 
428 J Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, California 95814-2394 

Subject: 	GREENVVAY TRAIL PROJECT 
FORMER UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 
REPORT - PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 

Dear Mr. Trost: 

In accordance with your request on behalf of the City of Whittier, Geocon Consultants, Inc. has 
conducted a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) of the site. The site is an 
abandoned 5.2-mile section of the Union Pacific Railroad within the City of Whittier, California. The 
Phase I ESA report consists of two volumes. Volume 1 consists of all Phase I ESA documents 
excluding Appendix E. Volume 2 contains Appendix E, the environmental database information 
provided by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR). 

We trust the accompanying report provides the City of Whittier with the information you require at 
this time. If you have any questions regarding the information presented in the report, or if Geocon 
may be of further service, please contact us at (213) 538-1282. 

Sincerely, 

GEOCON CONSULTANTS, INC. 

Curtis M. Welty, RG 
Senior Geologist 

(3) Addressee 

624 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2900 • Los Angeles, CA 90017-3872 • Telephone (213) 538-1282 • Fax (213) 538-1283 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents the results of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) performed in 

general conformance with the scope and limitations of American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) Practice E 1527-97, for the site is an abandoned 5.2-mile section of the Union Pacific 

Railroad (UPRR) within the City of Whittier, California (site). Any exceptions to, or deletions from 

this practice are described in Section 1.3 of this report. Based on the findings outlined herein, the 

potential for the existing presence of impacts to the site from hazardous materials/wastes onsite or on 

properties in the vicinity is considered moderate to high. 

At the time of the site reconnaissance, the site was developed as an abandoned 5.2-mile section of 

the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River 

to the north. 

According to a review of historic maps, the railroad right-of-way that is the site was constructed 

sometime between 1912 and 1925. Available maps indicate that commercial development had begun 

in Sections 4 and 5 by 1894, while aerial photographs indicate that Sections 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7 were 

agricultural into the 1920s. The review of available historic maps indicates that the site in Sections 4 

and 5 did not have commercial development on the property before the railroad was built. 

Commercial activities near the site prior to its construction included lumber, feed, fruit packing, and 

oil storage. 

The site has remained a railroad right-of-way since its construction between 1912 and 1925. There is 

no evidence of maintenance yards or refueling facilities along its length. Based upon the site 

reconnaissance and other information reviewed during this environmental site assessment, the 

following primary environmental concern was noted at the site: 

• For the entire length of the site, a material which appears to be slag has been used as track 

ballast. The slag typically makes up 50% to 90% of the total volume of track ballast. The source 

of the slag is currently unknown. At other UPRR properties, the presence of slag has resulted in 

the elevated presence of heavy metals (e.g. arsenic and lead) in soils associated with the track 

bed. 

(Review of historic aerial photographs found many areas of "discoloration" along the site. 

However, the onsite reconnaissance did not reveal pervasive staining. It appears likely that the 

tonal differences noted in the aerial photographs were caused by the different types and colors of 

the rock and slag ballast used on the site.) 
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While the presence of slag on the site is of primary concern, the following environmental conditions 

were also noted at the site: 

• A company named Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley Street (in Section 5) is located immediately 

northeast of the site. Oil, apparently from their cooling equipment compressors, was observed to 

be flowing from their asphalt-paved yard onto the site, impacting soil on the site with petroleum 

hydrocarbons. 

• North of Mar Vista Street and east of the site (Section 4) is the Mar Vista Moulding Company. 

Hardened asphaltic material was observed immediately adjacent to the northeast of the site, 

along the northern portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, hardened, 

resinous substance was observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These 

materials appeared to have flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the 

site so that they lie slightly onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. The exact nature and 

extent of these materials are not known. 

• Dumping has occurred on the site behind Lambert Tires at 14001 Lambert, about 100 yards 

southeast of Calmada Avenue (Section 1). The waste includes a five-gallon, open bucket of 

waste oil, yard waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, and general refuse. In this same area are 

several areas where waste oil has been dumped on the ballast and ties. Other areas of waste 

dumping on the site are present in Sections 2, 3, and 6. Waste material present includes yard 

waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, discarded gasoline-powered lawn mowers, construction 

debris, discarded tires, and general refuse. 

• DTSC file information for American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties at 12353 

Whittier Boulevard (Section 4) indicated that the soil at the property was impacted by total 

petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) above 100 ppm in two areas on the property including the "dip 

tank area." The dip tank area appears to be located partly on the site and it appears that the soil 

on the site was impacted by TPH. The impacted soil was limited to a depth of approximately 5 

feet bgs. According to a DTSC Site Tracking Sheet the "site is already cleaned up" and no 

further action is required by the DHS (the lead agency). Additional information regarding the 

soil clean up was not on file at the DTSC. It is unknown if impacted soil is currently present at 

the site at this location. 

• Files from the RWQCB SLIC section for the City of Whittier Corporation/Maintenance Yard at 

12016 East Hadley Street indicated that activities from two paint waste disposal sumps at the 

City of Whittier Yard impacted the soil and groundwater at the yard. The soil was impacted with 

ethylbenzene, toluene, xylenes, and total fuel hydrocarbons. Information from DHS files 

indicated that the newer of the two sumps was located approximately 4 feet from the site and 
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operated from 1981 until 1986. Based on the proximity of the newer sump to the site, the type of 

soil beneath the sump, and the presence of impacted soil beneath the sump, it is likely that the 

soil beneath the site has been somewhat impacted with petroleum hydrocarbons by the former 

sump activities. 

• Based on experience at other railroad right-of-way sites, herbicides were probably used at the 

site for weed and brush control. The nature and extent of such use is not currently known. 

• Locked signal switching enclosures were the only structures observed onsite. It is unknown if 

electrical equipment in these enclosures may contain oils or PCBs. 

Based on the results of this environmental site assessment, Geocon makes the following general 

recommendations for additional assessment (Phase II Assessment) at the site: 

• Develop a workplan for and perform a sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of the 

slag present in the track ballast and the nature and extent of any impact that the slag may have 

had on site soils. 

• The refuse, waste, and debris noted above should be removed from the site. Electrical equipment 

on the site should be accessed and a determination made as to possible past uses of PCBs in that 

equipment. A survey of the site should be performed to ascertain the property boundaries and 

determine if neighboring establishments have encroached on the site. 

• As a smaller, subsidiary part of the slag assessment, develop a scope of work and perform a 

sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of possible impacts, primarily from 

petroleum hydrocarbons and secondarily from herbicides and PCBs, to the site deriving from the 

other environmental conditions noted above. 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - iii - 	 September 22, 2000 



1. INTRODUCTION 

This report has been prepared by Geocon Consultants, Inc. in accordance with the request of Mr. 

Kirk Trost on behalf of the City of Whittier. The report presents the results of a Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) conducted for the site located along an abandoned 5.2-mile 

section of the UPRR within the City of Whittier, California (site). 

	

1.1. 	Purpose 

The purpose of this ESA is to review past and present land use practices and site operations to 

evaluate the potential presence of recognized environmental conditions at the site. This assessment 

was accomplished by, and limited to, a site reconnaissance, a drive-by survey of the site vicinity, 

interviews, review of records available at the regulatory agencies, and a review of presently and 

readily available pertinent documentation through Geocon's standard resources. These tasks were 

performed to evaluate past and current land use for indications of the manufacture, generation, use, 

storage, and/or disposal of hazardous materials at the site. This ESA includes a preliminary 

evaluation of the potential for soil and/or groundwater impacts resulting from past and present site 

land use activities and nearby offsite operations, based upon the scope of services described. The 

ESA was conducted in general conformance with ASTM Practice E1527-97. The collection of soil, 

groundwater, asbestos, lead, and radon samples or performance of analytical laboratory testing was 

not included as a part of our scope of services, nor is the sampling and testing of these materials 

within the normal scope of a Phase I ESA. The guidelines used for the definition of hazardous 

materials/hazardous wastes, as used in this report, are referenced in the California Code of 

Regulations (CCR) Title 22, Division 4.5. 

	

1.2. 	Credential 

This report has been prepared by Geocon under the professional supervision of the principal whose 

seal and signature appears herein. The information contained in this report has received appropriate 

technical review and approval. The conclusions represent professional judgments and are founded 

upon the findings of the investigations identified in the report and the interpretation of such data 

based on our experience and expertise according to the existing standard of care. 

	

1.3. 	Scope of Services 

Geocon performed the proposed scope of services for the ESA as outlined in Geocon's proposal 

dated November 22, 1999 (Appendix A). Geocon performed the services outlined in the referenced 

proposal with the following exceptions: 
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• A reply from Mr. Andy Diez of Kinder Morgan regarding the locations of any of that company's 
pipelines near the site is pending. Any pertinent information will be forwarded upon receipt. 

1.4. 	Site Location 

The site is an abandoned 5.2-mile section of the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills 

Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River to the north. For the purpose of this investigation, the 

site has been divided into seven sections. The seven sections are identified as follows: 

Section 1 

Section 2 
Section 3 
Section 4 
Section 5 
Section 6 
Section 7 

From the south terminus of the site, below Mills Avenue, to Calmada 
Avenue; 
Calmada Avenue to Painter Avenue; 
Painter Avenue to Whittier/Washington Boulevards; 
Whittier/Washington Boulevards to Philadelphia Street 
Philadelphia Street to Broadway Avenue; 
Broadway Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard; and 
Norwalk Boulevard to the northern terminus of the site. 

The approximate location of the site is depicted on the reproduction of a portion of the USGS 

topographic map for the Whittier, California quadrangle, dated 1965 (photorevised 1981) and 

presented as Figure 1. Figure 2 presents a key map showing the location of each section and Site 

Plans of each section are included as Figures 3 through 9. 

2. GEOLOGIC AND GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS 

2.1. 	Geologic Conditions 

Based upon review of the United States Geologic Survey "Whittier, California" topographic 

quadrangle (1965, photorevised 1981), the site is located at elevations ranging from 200 feet in the 

north and south of the site to 240 in the middle portion of the site. Surface topography generally 

appears to slope in a southwesterly direction (approximately perpendicular to the orientation of the 

site). The nearest surface water indicated on the topographic map is the San Gabriel River, which is 

located approximately 200 feet west of the northern end of the site. The San Gabriel River flows 
from northeast to southwest. A percolating basin is located on the west side of the San Gabriel River 

approximately 0.5-mile southeast of the northern end of the site. 

According to a Geotechnical Land Use Capability Map of the City of Whittier dated June 1973, the 

site is underlain by generally medium to low density Recent alluvial deposits of loose clayey sand 

and silty sand with locally perched groundwater. 
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2.2. 	Hydrogeologic Conditions 

The site is located within the Central Groundwater Basin. Sections 1 through 6 of the site are located 

within the Whittier Area of the Central Groundwater Basin and section 7 of the site is located within 

the Montebello Forebay Area of the Central Groundwater Basin (California Department of Water 

Resources, 1961). 

The Whittier Area consists of water-bearing sediments which extend to a depth of approximately 

1,000 feet bgs and include the Recent alluvium and the Lakewood and San Pedro Formations. The 

Recent alluvium deposits include a portion of the Bellflower aquiclude and the Gaspur aquifer. The 

Lakewood Formation found over most of the Whittier Area contains the Artesia and Gage Aquifers 

and part of the Bellflower aquiclude. The San Pedro Formation underlies the entire Whittier Area 

and contains the Hollydale, Jefferson, Lynwood, Silverado, and Sunnyside aquifers. The Pliocene 

and Miocene sediments below the San Pedro Formation reportedly generally contain saline water in 

this area. 

The Montebello Forebay Area consists of water-bearing sediments ranging in age from Recent to 

early Pleistocene. The Recent alluvium contains parts of the Semiperched aquifer, the Bellflower 

aquiclude, and the eastern arm of the Gaspur aquifer. The Lakewood Formation in the Montebello 

Forebay Area also contains the Semiperched aquifer and the Bellflower aquiclude, as well as the 

Artesia, Exposition, Gage, and Gardena aquifers. The San Pedro Formation underlies the Lakewood 

Formation throughout the Montebello Forebay Area and contains the Hollydale, Jefferson, Lynwood, 

and Sunnyside aquifers. The Sunnyside aquifer is the deepest aquifer reportedly identified in the 

Montebello Forebay Area and extends to a depth of approximately 1,400 feet bgs (California 

Department of Water Resources, 1961). 

According to Mr. Howard Miller, Senior Engineering Technician with the City of Whittier, the depth 

to groundwater near the site is at least 50 feet bgs and the groundwater flow direction is to the 

southwest. Based on the review of various subsurface site characterization reports for properties 

located in the vicinity of the site, it appears that the depth to groundwater at the site and in the nearby 

vicinity ranges from approximately 30 feet bgs in Section 2, 55 to 70 feet bgs in Section 4, and 85 

bgs in Section 5. The groundwater flow direction was reported to be to the southwest. 

Mr. Miller indicated that the City of Whittier Water Division supplies drinking water to the site area. 

The drinking water is pumped from nine of 17 wells owned by the City of Whittier. According to the 

City of Whittier Annual Water Quality Report dated April 1999, the drinking water from the wells 

meets all state and federal safe drinking water standards. 
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3. SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

3.1. 	Onsite Reconnaissance 

Mr. Curtis Welty, Senior Geologist of Geocon, conducted a reconnaissance of the site on May 8 and 

June 1, 2000. The purpose of the site reconnaissance was to observe existing site conditions and to 

evaluate for evidence of recognized environmental conditions, including hazardous materials and/or 

wastes. Observations noted during the site reconnaissance are summarized below. Selected 

photographs of the site are presented as Appendix B of this report. 

General Observations 

The site is an abandoned 5.2-mile section of the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills 

Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River to the north. The site in this stretch varies from about 

60 feet to 175 feet in width. Along most of the length of the site, there is one set of tracks. Locally, 

additional sidings are present. In other areas, tracks and ties have been removed. 

During the December 1999 initial site reconnaissance, the old UPRR Depot building had been 

observed south of Philadelphia Avenue. Other than the signal switching enclosures at signal-

protected grade crossings, no buildings were observed onsite during the May 2000 site visit. The 

signal switching enclosures were locked and not accessible during the site reconnaissance. It is 

unknown if electrical equipment in these enclosures may contain oils or PCBs. No soil staining was 

observed around these enclosures. 

As noted elsewhere in this report, this section of track is abandoned and, thus, no normal track 

maintenance activities were observed during the site reconnaissance. However, based on experience 

at other railroad right-of-way sites, herbicides were probably used at the site for weed and brush 

control. The nature and extent of such use is not currently known. 

Everywhere along the site, track ballast is present and consists of a mixture of natural, crushed rock 

and what appears to be a form of slag. The slag typically makes up 50% to 90% of the total volume 

of track ballast. 

There appears to be three primary types of slag. About 75% of the slag is a light to medium gray 

vesicular material. This slag is relatively light in weight. The matrix of the slag is either structureless 

or is comprised of minute (0.75 mm by 4 mm) laths. Iron staining is common and blebs of what 

appears to be metallic iron are sporadically present. The second type of slag is a black to red black 

vesicular material otherwise identical to the gray slag. This dark slag comprises about 25% of all 
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slag. Finally, there is a black to red black, vitreous, vesicular slag that is relatively heavy. This type 

of slag makes up only 1% or less of all slag. 

The source of the slag is currently unknown. Samples of slag from the UPRR Sacramento Yard were 

obtained by Geocon's Sacramento office. This slag is known to have originated at the Kennecott 

Garfield Smelter in Utah. This slag has apparently been the source of some heavy metals (arsenic 

and lead) impact at the Sacramento Yard. However, from a preliminary comparison of the 

appearance of the Sacramento Yard slag with that from the UPRR site in Whittier, only the dark, 

vitreous slag that makes up only 1% or less of all slag at Whittier appears comparable to the 

Sacramento Yard slag. Preliminarily, the light, gray or black slag with the occasional blebs of 

metallic iron that comprises nearly 99% of all the Whittier slag appears to come from a different 

source. 

Section 1 

The UPRR site splits off from the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks just south of Mills 

Avenue. The SPRR tracks appear active. From this point northwest to Gunn Avenue, the track and 

ties have been removed and the ballast has been graded. The ballast appears to be approximately 

50% slag and 50% rock. 

From Gunn Avenue to Calmada Avenue, the track and ties are mostly in-place. The ballast appears 

to be about 90% slag for this stretch. Dumping has occurred on the site behind Lambert Tires at 

14001 Lambert, about 100 yards southeast of Calmada. The waste includes a five-gallon, open 

bucket of waste oil, yard waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, and general refuse. In this same area 

are several areas where waste oil has been dumped on the ballast and ties. 

Section 2 

Between Calmada Avenue and Laurel Avenue, the tracks and ties are in-place. Ballast for this 

section of the site appears to contain about 75% slag. There is a refuse pile on the site behind the 

residence at 13708 Dittmar Drive, including a number of discarded gasoline-powered lawn mowers. 

Between Laurel Avenue and Painter Avenue, the site curves more northerly and away from Lambert 

Road. Tracks and ties are still in-place for this portion. The site appears unusually narrow, with a 

trailer sales business to the southwest encroaching very close to the tracks and additions to homes on 

the northeast similarly close to the tracks. Slag content in the ballast here, too, appears to be about 

75%. 
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Section 3 

Between Painter Avenue and Greenleaf Avenue, tracks and ties remain in-place. Here, the ballast 

appears to be composed of about 50% slag. Midway between Painter Avenue and Greenleaf Avenue 

there are several refuse piles containing construction debris, discarded tires, and yard waste. 

Northwest of Greenleaf Avenue, the site rises on a fill embankment as it approaches its elevated 

crossing at Whittier Boulevard and Santa Fe Springs Road. The ballast in this stretch is particularly 

voluminous and slag comprises at least 75% of the total. The dark, heavy, glassy slag that is rare 

elsewhere on the site predominates here. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

Section 4 

From its elevated crossing at Whittier Boulevard and Santa Fe Springs Road, the site descends to the 

surrounding grade about 1/4-mile north of that intersection. Between Santa Fe Springs Road and Mar 

Vista Street, the track ballast is comprised of about 75% slag, in the usual ratio of 75% gray and 25% 

black slag. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

North of Mar Vista Street and east of the site is the Mar Vista Moulding Company. Hardened 

asphaltic material was observed immediately adjacent to the northeast of the site, along the northern 

portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, hardened, resinous substance was 

observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These materials appeared to have 

flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the site so that they lie slightly 

onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. Ballast in this stretch of the site between Mar Vista 

Street and Penn Street is 75% slag. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

The slag content of ballast increases to 90% between Penn Street and Philadelphia Street. Large 

areas of the black, vesicular, relatively lightweight slag are present in this area. Tracks and ties are 

in-place. 

Section 5 

The high slag content of the road bed ballast continues between Philadelphia Street and Hadley 

Street, with slag making up about 90% of the ballast material. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

A company named Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley Street is located immediately northeast of the site. 

Oil, apparently from their cooling equipment compressors, was observed to be flowing from their 

asphalt-paved yard onto the site. In addition, drums of material were stored leaning against the fence 

between the Cool-A-Coo property and the site. Ballast in this stretch of the site between Hadley 
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Street and Camilla Street contains about 80% slag. Similarly, the ballast between Camilla Street and 

Broadway is about 80% slag. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

Section 6 

Ballast containing about 80% slag continues between Broadway and Norwalk Boulevard. 

Construction and demolition debris was observed on the site about 150 yards north of Palm Avenue. 

In addition, tree-trimming debris has been dumped over the rear walls of adjacent homes onto the 

site north of Palm Avenue. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

At the north edge of Palm Park, the site climbs an embankment as it approaches the elevated 

crossing at Norwalk Boulevard. Tracks and ties are in-place. 

Section 7 

The site remains elevated beyond Norwalk Boulevard until past Orange Grove School. The track 

ballast is composed of about 90% slag from Norwalk Boulevard to the northern terminus of the site 

just east of the San Gabriel River. 

The site was inaccessible over the 605 Freeway where steel gates close both ends of the elevated 

crossing. Tracks and ties are in-place up to the Freeway. 

North of the 605, the site passes through vacant land. Most of the rails have been removed but most 

of the ties remain in-place. 

3.2. 	Offsite Observations 

A representative of Geocon observed the adjacent properties from the site and from public 

thoroughfares on May 8, 2000, to assess if facilities and/or structures located on these properties are 

operated by entities that potentially use, store, generate, or dispose of hazardous materials/wastes. 

The site is surrounded by residential neighborhoods in all directions with commercial and retail 

businesses present along major thoroughfares near to and adjoining the site. Commercial and light 

industrial uses currently and historically have been concentrated within Sections 4 and 5 and have 

included oil company storage and pumping stations, fruit packing and processing plants, automotive 

repair, and food manufacturing facilities. The following observations were made during Geocon's 

site visit in May 2000. 
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Section 1 

East: Residential neighborhoods. 

West: Residential along the southern half of the block north of Mills Avenue. Mixed commercial and 

retail businesses are located along Lambert Avenue, north of the residences and adjacent to the west 

of the site. These include a high performance tires and wheels retailer with some tires stored on or 

adjacent to the site. 

A concrete block wall separates the site from the businesses. The SPRR tracks are present adjacent 

to the west of the southern portion of the site, and then veer off to the west. High Style Auto Sales is 

present at the southwest corner of Lambert and Gunn Avenues. North of Gunn on the west side of 

Lambert is a Jiffy Lube vehicle service facility and mixed commercial and retail stores, including 

"Glo-Cleaners" dry cleaners, located at approximately 14076 Lambert Avenue. 

Lambert Tires (14001 Lambert Avenue) is located on the southeast corner of Lambert and Calmada 

Avenues, adjacent to the west of the site. Discoloration of soil, indicative of dumping, and a one 5- 

gallon container of motor oil were observed on the site near this facility. On the southwest corner of 

this intersection is an ARCO Gasoline Station with an apparent hydrocarbon remediation system in 

place and twelve 55-gallon drums of waste oil onsite. 

Section 2 

East: Residential neighborhoods. 

West: Landscaping, followed by Lambert Avenue from Calmada Avenue to Laurel Avenue. 

The site follows Lambert Avenue north of Laurel for approximately 1/2-block before veering 

northeast near Painter Avenue. Adjacent to the west of the site at this location is the Schlegelmilch 

Truck and Trailer Rental Yard; which appeared to have a significant amount of debris and potential 

dumping as well as drums which were not identifiable from the public thoroughfare. Vehicle 

servicing, such as oil changes appear to be conducted onsite. North of the Schlegelmilch facility is 

the King Arthur's Automotive Court, which appears to be a relatively new complex with many 

vehicle-serving tenants. 

On the west side of Lambert, north of Calmada, are a gasoline and vehicle repair station (identified 

only as "Fuel" at 13940 Lambert). At the rear of this facility were five full and partially full, rusted, 

55-gallon drums labeled only "waste." An air conditioning repair shop is adjacent to the north of this 

station. Residential neighborhoods are present north to Laurel Avenue. 
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North of Laurel Avenue, the Laurel Avenue Elementary School is present on the northwest corner of 

the intersection with Lambert followed on the north by a self-serve carwash (appears to be shut 

down), automobile and truck repair facilities, and retail stores to Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

East: Residential neighborhoods to Greenleaf Avenue. To the north of Greenleaf Avenue, adjacent to 

the east of the site is the Champion Chemical Company at 8319 Greenleaf Avenue. Substantial 

storage and transfer facilities and equipment were observed at this site. A length of PVC piping 

extends along the property boundary adjoining the site and discharges to an apparent sump located 

on the southwest corner of the chemical company facility. East of this site is a vacant lot which 

appears to have been the location of a former commercial facility, based on the partially buried 

concrete slabs and evidence of former concrete walls observed on this property. 

Residences follow to the north until the intersection with Whittier, Washington, Santa Fe Springs, 

and La Cuarta Roads. Auto repair, medical offices, and vehicle painting businesses are located 

between the site, Whittier Boulevard and La Cuarta Road to the east of the site where it is elevated 

on a bridge over the intersection. 

West: Residential neighborhoods are located adjacent to the west of the site until near the 

intersection of Whittier, Washington, Santa Fe Springs, and La Cuarta Roads. Churches and a school 

are present at the intersection of Greenleaf Avenue and the site. To the south of Santa Fe Springs 

Road along the site bridge are a medical supplies warehouse, a car wash, and a former commercial 

facility which appears to have had an approximately 20 x 15 feet bermed subsurface holding area 

and numerous cuts and apparent fills in the asphalt paved area surrounding the onsite building. The 

use of this former, vacant, facility is not known. North of Santa Fe Springs Road and south of 

Washington Boulevard is a shoe retail business and a construction and rubber manufacturing 

company. 

Section 4 

East: The properties located north of La Cuarta Road and adjacent to the site, are residential to 

Pacific Place, with a Salvation Army Center present south of Pickering. Residences line Pacific 

Place and are followed on the north by Ziemann Trailer Manufacturer, at Mar Vista Avenue. 

Rectangular areas of patching in the asphalt pavement along the eastern side of the site were noted 

along the southern portion of the Ziemann property. East of the Ziemann facility is a Southern 

California Gas Company facility followed by residential neighborhoods to the east and north. 
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North of Mar Vista Street is the Mar Vista Moulding Company and possibly another unidentified 

property used as a storage yard. Hardened asphaltic flow was observed immediately adjacent to the 

east of the site, along the northern portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, 

hardened, resinous substance was observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These 

materials appeared to have flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the site 

so that they lie slightly onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. A spur extends into the Moulding 

Company to the southeast from the site at Penn Street. 

North of Penn Street is EPI Engine Performance Injectors. Residential properties are present north of 

EPI and are followed by various vehicle repair facilities located near Wardman Avenue. North of 

these facilities, south of Philadelphia Avenue is a plumbing and industrial supply yard. During the 

December 1999 initial site reconnaissance, the old UPRR Depot building was observed onsite in this 

location. 

West: Whittier Boulevard followed by a large landscaped strip is present to the west of the site. 

North of Washington Boulevard are numerous commercial and light industrial businesses. Just south 

of Mar Vista Avenue, the site veers to the northeast, away from Whittier Boulevard. At the southeast 

corner of Mar Vista and the site is Pro-Auto Sales, located across the site to the west of Ziemann 

Trailers. 

North of Mar Vista is a vacant, graded lot with some vehicles present. North of the lot is the Whittier 

Auto Center, a small business park with 6-7 automotive service tenants. North of Whittier Auto 

Center is King Richard's Antique Center, a complex of buildings crowned by a very large, 

apparently old former packing house located just south of Penn Street and adjacent west of the site. 

North of Penn Street is a large building surrounded by open yards identified as Commercial Cooling 

(12331 Penn Street), followed a business park with vehicle repair and other businesses with 4-5 

tenants. One 5-gallon container was observed on the site in this location. 

North of the business park was a fenced vacant lot with exposed soil and some concrete slabs. Only a 

small point of the far eastern portion of this site is adjacent to the site. Approximately fifty 

unlabeled, rusty and damaged 55-gallon drums were observed stored and stacked on the western 

portion of this lot near Whittier Boulevard. Some of the drums were sealed; others lacked lids 

entirely or were damaged. Almost all of the drums appeared to be full or partially full of a 

black/gray, crumbly, dry asphaltic substance. A few of the drums were observed to contain dried 

blackened rags, and others had apparently been set on fire. This same asphaltic substance was 

observed on the ground on the eastern and central portions of the site in an area estimated to measure 

over 3,000 square feet. North of this area were a few old rural-residential properties and various 
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vehicle repair and commercial businesses separated from the site by concrete block walls, extending 

north to Philadelphia Street. 

West of Whittier Boulevard near Philadelphia Street is a vacant lot and Whittier Auto Wrecking. 

Section 5 

East: North of Philadelphia is a vehicle body repair shop, which is located uphill from the site and 

maintains a dirt and gravel storage lot for vehicles, equipment, and materials. EC Air and a Self-

Storage facility follow to the north to Bailey Street. Between Bailey and Hadley Streets is 

Reynaldo's Mexican Food manufacturing facility. East and southeast of Reynaldo's is Whittier High 

School. 

North of Hadley is the Cool-A-Coo facility where standing oil was observed on the asphalt-paved 

surface near the site. A large storage yard, possibly including Durand Construction and other 

businesses is present extending north to Camilla. Storage of drums and some dumping and debris 

was observed adjacent to the site on this site. The remainder of this block to the east is occupied by 

various commercial and industrial facilities. 

From Camilla to Broadway, residential neighborhoods are present east of the site. 

West: North of Philadelphia is an unsigned facility and Calcor Space Facility. North of these 

facilities and south of Bailey Street is Champion Performance. North of Bailey Street is Bob and 

Dave's Towing Service, followed by the City of Whittier Storage and Equipment Yard. 

North of Hadley Street is a large, walled enclosure containing Whittier Transmission Repair and 

Wrecking Company, which has apparent unpaved areas located adjacent to the site. This site is 

followed by residential neighborhoods to Broadway Avenue. 

Section 6 

With the exception of a dental office, a school, and Palm Park, the areas adjoining the site to the east 

and west are residential in Section 6. 

Section 7 

With the exception of a school and a few chicken farms and agricultural plots, the areas adjoining 

the site to the east and west are residential in Section 7 to the 605 Freeway. North of the 605 
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Freeway, the site is part of a larger construction or staging area observed to contain construction 

activities and equipment. 

4. SITE HISTORY 

4.1. 	Review of Historical Sanborn Maps 

Historical Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) dated 

1894, 1900, 1907, 1912, 1925, and 1941 were reviewed. Copies of these maps are included in 

Appendix C. Observations noted from the historical map review are discussed below. 

1894 Maps 

Sections 1 through 3 and 5, 6 and 7 are not depicted on the maps. 

Section 4 

This section was partially depicted on the maps. The site railroad tracks were not present. The area 

located to the south of Philadelphia Street and adjacent to the east of County Road (now Whittier 

Boulevard) was occupied by the San Pedro Lumber Company Feed and Planing Mill. This facility 

was not adjacent to the site but located on the block immediately west of the current site location. 

"Shavings and corn cobs drenched with crude oil" was the reported fuel at this site; however, the 

storage location of any crude oil was not depicted. 

Immediately south of the lumber mill was the Whittier Fruit Cannery. The main buildings of this 

facility were non-adjacent, however, the fruit drying yards, including a sulfur house were located 

adjacent to the west of the site. A 30-gallon gasoline tank "2' underground" was also indicated near 

the Cannery Buildings, along County Road and fuel for the facility was described as coal and peach 

pits with kerosene for lighting. The main line of the Whittier Branch of the SPRR was present along 

County Road and a spur extended onto the lumber mill and cannery properties. 

To the west of the site along Hadley Street, was a small reservoir. 

1900 Maps  

Sections 1 through 3 and 5, 6 and 7 were not depicted. 
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Section 4 

This section was partially depicted similarly to the 1894 maps. Whittier Lumber Company and the 

W.A. Vernon Feed & Planing Mill remained in a similar location to the 1894 maps (South of 

Philadelphia Street). Additional sidetracks had been extended from the spur noted in 1894 along 

these properties. Additional buildings had been constructed and a crude oil tank and a gasoline 

engine were depicted at the planing mill (non-adjacent to the west of the site). Additional buildings 

and features had been added to the adjacent fruit cannery with a crude oil and gasoline tank present 

near County Road. Dwellings were present between these facilities and the site. 

Additional fruit packing houses depicted as used only for storage and packing were present to the 

west of the site and west of the Whittier Boulevard, near the present location of La Cuarta Road. 

1907 Maps  

Sections 1 through 3 and 6 and 7 were not depicted. 

Section 4 

This section was depicted similarly to the 1900 maps. The lumber storage areas depicted to the south 

of Philadelphia had been removed and were now occupied by a hay warehouse, dwellings, and 

numerous warehouses for the Whittier Milling Company. The former side spur noted had been 

extended both north and south and was now identified as a main line. 

1 Section 5 

This section was depicted with San Pedro Lumber Company now located to the north of Philadelphia 

Street. A railroad turntable was also present along this track to the northwest of the lumber company, 

near County Road (now Whittier Boulevard). Fruit packing warehouses and a freight depot were 

depicted along the main SPRR line, located to the west of County Road. 

1912 Maps 

Sections 1 through 3 and 6 and 7 were not depicted. 
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Section 4 

This section was depicted similarly to the 1907 maps with the feed and planing mill now renamed 

Globe Mills Feed Mill and located to the south of dwellings located adjacent to the south of 

Philadelphia Street. Dwellings remained between the mill and the site, which had not yet been 

developed as a railroad right-of-way. The Edmund Peycke Fruit Packing Company was present to 

the south of the mill. 

Section 5 

This section was also similar to the 1907 map depiction, with the San Pedro Lumber Company and 

railroad features remaining near Magnolia Avenue and North County Road. East of Magnolia, south 

of Hadley Street were depicted large elevated oil tanks reported as owned by Home Oil Company, 

Whittier Crude Oil Company, and Colorado Oil Company. These tanks would have been located 

non-adjacent to the west of the current site. 

The former reservoir depicted on the 1900 maps near Commercial Avenue (now Hoover or Acacia 

Streets) was depicted as the Central Oil Company of Los Angeles Pumping Plant (current site of 

Reynaldo's Mexican Foods facility). One elevated fuel oil tank was depicted on the far eastern side 

of this site, which appears to be located partially adjacent to the site. The contents of the reservoir 

were not identified. 

North of Hadley and east of Magnolia and the main spur noted on the 1907 maps was a brick 

company and the Southern Counties Gas Company's Gas Works (currently occupied by Whittier 

Wrecking and Transmission Repair). One 55,000 and one 10,000 cu ft. holding tanks were depicted 

on this site which appears to be close, but non-adjacent to the west of the site. 

1925 Maps  

Sections 1 through 3 and 6 and 7 were not depicted. 

Section 4 

This section depicted the site to be developed as the UPRR Main Track. South of Philadelphia Street, 

a freight house and train depot were present to the east of the tracks. Three spur tracks were present 

to the east of the main tracks, apparently serving the freight house and the adjacent east Barr Lumber 

Company (currently a plumbing and industrial supply facility). A substantial amount of stored 

lumber was indicated on this site but no materials of concern were identified. Further east of the site 
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appeared Union High School in roughly its present configuration. Dwellings and a few small 

restaurants and businesses were present to the west of the site. 

Adjacent to the north of West Penn Street was a large facility identified as the Murphy Oil 

Company's Fruit Packing Warehouse (currently a commercial cooling facility) on the west of the 

site and a small foundry was depicted to the east. North of the Murphy Oil facility was an 

unidentified area with a potential pit and a storage area which was labeled illegibly (This area 

roughly corresponds to the property observed during the site visit to contain numerous 55-gallon 

drums and a black, asphaltic substance). The sidetracks rejoined the main track at Penn Street and 

continued as a single track to the south. 

Between West Sunny Slope and West Penn Streets was the Whittier Citrus Association packing and 

drying facility (some of the buildings appear to remain as part of the current King Richard's Antique 

Center). South of West Sunny Slope and adjacent to the west of the site were the Whittier Walnut 

Growers Association packing house (currently the Whittier Auto Center), followed on the south by a 

Union Oil Company facility with oil and grease storage (currently a vacant lot), located to the north 

of Mar Vista Street and adjacent to the west of the site. Two spurs extended into all three of these 

facilities. Only a portion of this facility was depicted on the maps. Areas to the east in this block 

were not depicted. Areas depicted to the south of Hadley Street, such as the reservoir and Central Oil 

pumping plant remained as previously depicted. A small portion of the reservoir appeared adjacent 

to the east of the site with dwellings remaining adjacent between the reservoir and the site on the 

north end. 

West of the site and west of Whittier Boulevard were the State Reform School Grounds. 

Section 5 

This section appeared similar to the 1912 maps with the addition of the site UPRR. Dwellings and 

the Whittier Lumber Company were present to the west of the site north of Philadelphia Street (now 

Calcor Space Facility and other commercial properties). Some small auto repair facilities, including 

non-adjacent gas and oil storage were depicted to the west of the site, north of West Bailey Street 

(now Bob & Dave's Towing). The SPRR tracks remained to the west of the site, near Magnolia 

Avenue and Whittier Boulevard. Areas to the east of the site were not depicted to the north of Bailey 

Street. 
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West of the site, near the SPRR tracks, the former feed mill was no longer present and the area was 
occupied by warehouses, an ice manufacturer, and a citrus by-products factory. 

1941 Maps (Updated from 1925 base) 

Sections 1 through 3 were not depicted. 

Section 4 

Section 4 appeared similar to the previous depiction. South of Philadelphia, to the east of the site, the 
Barr Lumber Company had added storage sheds along the site spur. One of these sheds, located 
between the Barr Lumber Spur and the spur leading to the freight depot, was identified as a lime and 
cement shed and another as paint storage. South of this area, along the southeastern portion of the 
Barr Lumber facility was an auto repair facility, with gas and oil storage indicated. 

The features noted on the site located north of the Murphy Oil facility, believed to be the location of 
numerous drums observed during the site visit, were no longer depicted. An unidentifiable feature 
was present to the southeast of the Murphy Oil building. 

Adjacent to the east of the site and north of West Sunny Slope, four underground concrete fuel tanks 
and an automobile storage or repair facility were depicted, bounded by Pierce Avenue on the east 
(the address reported on the maps is 700-710 West Sunny Slope). This is the current location of 
residences and the Mar Vista Moulding Company. 

South of Sunnyslope, to the west of the site was the Sunset-Sternau Food Co. Whittier Plant in the 
former location of the Whittier Walnut Growers packing house (current site of the Whittier Auto 
Center), followed on the south by the Union Oil facility previously identified (now a vacant lot). To 
the east of the site was a venetian blind manufacturer. 

West of Whittier Boulevard, to the west of the site were various commercial and manufacturing 
businesses, as today. 

Section 5 

This section was depicted similar to the 1936 photographs. North of Philadelphia Street, to the west 
of the site, the former San Pedro Lumber Co. facility had been expanded to occupy the entire block 
and was identified as E.K. Wood Lumber Company (currently the Calcor Space Facility and other 
commercial businesses). 
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North of Bailey Street, a Richfield Oil Company Oil Depot was depicted adjacent to the west of the 

site. Aboveground steel gas tanks were depicted as well as grease and oil warehouse and a pump 

house (current location of Bob and Dave's Towing). The City of Whittier Yard was also present to 

the north and west of this site, with vehicle repair facilities present onsite. 

The Standard Oil Company pump house and reservoir remained depicted to the south of West 

Hadley, partially adjacent to the site; however, the oil tanks previously identified to the west of the 

site in this location were no longer present. 

North of West Hadley Street and adjacent to the east of the site, an auto repair facility and a rug 

cleaning company were present (currently Cool-A-Coo and other businesses). Further north along 

the western side of the site was the Consolidated Telephone Co. materials yard (Currently Durand 

Construction and others). To the west of the site appeared the Southern Counties Gas Company with 

paint and woodworking facilities (currently Whittier Transmission and Auto Wrecking). 

Sections 6 and 7 were not depicted. 

4.2 	Review of Historical Aerial Photographs 

Historical aerial photographs available from Continental Aerial Photography, Inc. for the years 1954, 

1970, 1971, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1983, 1986, and 1988 were reviewed. Historical aerial photographs 

from the Fairchild Collection dated 1927, 1928, 1933, 1936, 1937, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1951, 

1960, and 1965 were reviewed at Whittier College. Observations noted from the historical 

photograph review are discussed below. 

1927 Photographs 

Sections 1 through 3 depicted the site as surrounded by agricultural fields and orchards with some 

rural residential properties. 

Sections 4 through 7 were not depicted on the photographs. 

1928 Photographs 

Sections 1 and 2 remained similar to the 1927 depiction. An old orchard with many residential 

buildings appeared to the south of Painter Avenue. 
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Section 3 

This section also remained developed agriculturally with some small residential plots. Many small 
buildings were present between the site and Whittier Boulevard east of the main intersection of 

Whittier and Washington Boulevards. 

Section 4 

This section indicated that agricultural plots and orchards occupied the site vicinity with most of the 
apparent commercial businesses identified on the 1925 Sanborn maps also present. Four apparent 
storage containers or tanks appeared on or adjacent to the west of the site near Walnut Street. 

Section 5 

This section indicated the site and vicinity remained similar to the 1925 depiction. Between Hadley 
Street and Camilla Street to the north was an area of open, potentially exposed soil and some 
buildings, to the west of the site (current site of Whittier Transmission and Auto Wrecking). The 
reservoir and oil pump station depicted at Hadley Street on the 1925 and earlier Sanborn maps was 

not observed on the photographs. 

Sections 6 and 7 

These sections were depicted as developed as orchards and other agricultural uses. The 605 Freeway 
was not present and the San Gabriel River appeared as a wash area. 

1933 Photographs  

Sections 1 through 3 remained similar to the 1928 depiction 

Section 4 

This section remained similar to the 1928 depiction. Additional buildings were present in the UPRR 
freight yard and depot to the south of Philadelphia Street. 

Section 5 

This section remained similar to the 1928 depiction. Numerous buildings were present to the south 

of Hadley, adjacent to the west of the site (current location of the City yard). 
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North of Hadley Street, to the east of the site were some remaining orchards and three apparent 

commercial buildings with open space areas (current location of Cool-A-Coo and Durand 

Construction storage yards). To the west remained three large buildings and apparent open space 

areas with disturbed soil (current Whittier Transmission and Auto Wrecking facility). 

Sections 6 and 7 

These sections remained occupied by orchards and rural residential structures. The area currently 

developed as Palm Park appeared to be a river washout area. 

1936 and 1937 Photographs  

All sections appeared similar to the 1933 depiction. 

1945 Photographs  

Sections 1 through 3 

These sections remained similar to the 1937 depictions. Some trucks and storage areas appeared to 

the north and east of Painter Street (currently residential). Some storage appeared on the tracks to the 

south of the intersection of Whittier and Washington Boulevards. 

Section 4 

This section remained similar to the 1937 depiction. Heavy use and storage appeared on the site 

between Penn and Bailey Streets. 

Section 5 

Section 5 remained similar to the 1937 depiction. Heavy use, storage and potential discoloration 

appeared on the site between Hadley and Camilla Streets. 

Section 6 and 7 

These sections were developed generally with remaining agricultural plots and residential properties. 

The Palm Park area appeared graded. 
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1946 Photographs 

All sections appeared similar to the 1945 depiction. 

1947 Photographs  

Section 1 remained similar to the 1946 depiction. 

Section 2 

Section 2 remained similar to the 1946 depiction with increased residential development. The area to 
the east and north of Calmada Street appeared graded and plotted for residential development. 

Section 3 

This section remained similar to the 1946 depiction. 

Section 4 

Section 4 also remained similar to the 1946 depiction with a large graded area to the north of 
Washington and west of Whittier Boulevard present. The railroad depot building located at 

Philadelphia appeared to have been expanded. 

Sections 5 through 7 

These sections remained similar to the 1946 depictions. 

1948 Photographs  

All section appeared similar to the 1947 depiction. A darkened area appeared onsite near Mar Vista 
Street. 
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1951 Photographs 

Sections 1 through 3 

These sections appeared similar to the 1948 photographs. Some commercial buildings were present 

along the site in Sections 1 and 2 but were not discernible due to the small scale of these 

photographs. 

Section 4 

Section 4 appeared similar with increased commercial development at the intersection of 

Washington and Whittier Boulevards. 

Section 5 

This section appeared similar to the 1948 depiction. 

Section 6 

Section 6 was developed residentially with schools and Palm Park now present. 

Section 7 

Section 7 appeared similar to the 1948 depiction. 

1954 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site ran adjacent to the east of Lambert Road and was surrounded by residential properties. 

North of Gunn, three small buildings were present adjacent west with an open yard with parking 

and/or storage and apparent disturbed soil (current location of Jiffy Lube and retail strip). North of 

this yard was a medium-sized building, also with an open yard with parking and/or storage near 

Cedargrove Avenue. Two small structures were present on or immediately adjacent to the west of the 

site near Cedargrove. Further north was residential, followed by some small structures and an 

apparent darkened area located at Calmada (near Lambert Tires and the current ARCO Gas Station). 

To the adjacent east was residential. 
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Section 2 

North of Calmada to Laurel was residential. Some small potential storage features (3-4) appeared 

just south of Laurel Avenue, west of the site. 

The site veers to the north/northwest away from Lambert, north of Calmada. North of Laurel 

Avenue, was a large facility (potentially a school) located non-adjacent within one block to the west 

of the site. A strip of land with some apparent small structures or storage features appeared 

immediately adjacent to the west of the site (currently location of Schlegelmilch Truck and Trailer 

Rental and King Arthur Automotive Court). Some apparent discoloration of the site and potential 

storage features appeared in this area. Residential neighborhoods are present to the east. An area of 

open space is present on the west, south of Painter (currently automotive and commercial/retail). 

Section 3 

North of Painter were some small unidentifiable buildings located on or adjacent east of the site. A 

small feature (potentially an aboveground storage tank) was located on the site in this area. West of 

the site was residential. To the south of Greenleaf Avenue were some small buildings and features 

clustered along the tracks with some potential storage. Residential neighborhoods surrounded. 

North of Greenleaf was a large apparent agricultural facility to the west (now a church and school) 

and a large facility with many large buildings, apparent storage and parking to the east (currently 

location of Champion Chemical Company). No apparent storage or staining was observed on the 

site. North of these areas was residential. 

Just south of the intersection of Whittier, Washington, and La Cuarta Boulevards was apparent 

storage and discoloration of the site. Agricultural, commercial and residential properties surrounded 

the intersection, which was crossed by overpass by the onsite railroad tracks. 

Section 4 

The site tracks cross Whittier and Washington Blvds. on the southern boundary of the section via 

overpass. Potential storage features and discoloration appear along the site throughout this section. 

Some discoloration remained on the site in the area of Mar Vista Street as observed on the 1948 

photographs (near the former Union Oil Company facility, currently a vacant lot). 

On the east, adjacent to the north of La Cuarta Street and east of Pickering was a commercial facility 

with approximately three medium-sized buildings and apparent parking and storage. The railroad 

tracks are still elevated at this location, descending from the overpass. Along the spur to the west of 
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Pickering and adjacent to the east of the site were rural residential properties and small orchards. 

North of this area (near Walnut Street) was an apparent large farm building, large agricultural field, 

and an orchard fronting along Mar Vista Street (now Ziemann Trailers and the So Cal Gas Facility). 

An area used for parking and potentially storage was present between the site and the large farm 

building to the east. Immediately adjacent to the east of the site, west of the orchard, was a small 

strip of land, which appeared to have numerous trails leading to the spur. A similar area was present 

to the west of the site, south of Mar Vista. Disturbed soil and potential storage features and 

discoloration was noted on the site in the area of Mar Vista Street. 

West of the site between the intersection of Santa Fe Springs Road and Washington Boulevard, were 

two large buildings with four medium and one large apparent compressed gas storage tanks 

(cylindrical with rounded tops). West of the site, to the south of Mar Vista Street was Whittier Blvd. 

and a large landscaped divider, followed by large commercial facilities. Some orchards and 

agricultural fields remain. A few of the commercial properties fronting along Sorenson Avenue to 

the west exhibited areas of disturbed soil. 

South of Mar Vista Street and adjacent east of the site was a small building surrounded by very dark 

discoloration of the ground surface. The discoloration did not appear to extend onto the site. 

Patching of the asphalt paving was observed roughly in this location during the site visit. 

North of MarVista, extending to Penn, two commercial facilities were present west of the site (likely 

a former packing house and a former Union Oil Company facility). Additional spurs extended into 

these facilities. One large building was adjacent to the east of the site (potentially the former 

automotive facility with underground fuel tanks noted on the 1941 Sanborn maps), with rural 

residential properties following to the north. Apparent storage features and discoloration were 

present along the site in this area. One additional large commercial facility was present north of 

Penn, west of the site (currently commercial cooling). 

South of Philadelphia was rural residential on the east and four medium-sized commercial buildings 

were located to the west of the site. The railroad depot building observed onsite in December 1999 

was located on the site east of the tracks and south of Philadelphia. Rural residential properties were 

located to the west. 

Section 5 

North of Philadelphia, the site follows Gregory, adjacent to the west, for one block before veering to 

the northwest. West of the site was a facility with a few medium-sized buildings and many trucks 

and parking. To the east was residential, followed by a facility (potentially school buildings) to the 

north, and adjacent east of the site. Athletic fields followed to the north of this site. A few large 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 23 - 	 September 22, 2000 



buildings and vehicle parking and storage appeared west of the athletic fields, adjacent east of the 
site and numerous buildings, vehicles, and potential storage, appeared adjacent to the west of the 
site, south of Hadley Street. 

Numerous small and medium-sized buildings on the south occupied the block located north of 
Hadley Street with a spur extending to the northeast. Open space followed, with apparent parking 
and storage along the site. Some areas of apparent discoloration also appeared on the site in this area. 

Rural-residential properties and orchards occupied the block to the north, south of Broadway. 

Section 6 

From Broadway north to Palm, the area adjacent to the west was residential. To the east was 
residential immediately north of the Broadway, followed by a cluster of small buildings located on 
or immediately adjacent to the east of the site. Some disturbed or discolored soil was observed on the 
site in this area. To the north of this area was graded, open land that appeared to have been recently 
cleared. Some apparent small storage features were also present near Palm. 

North to Floral Drive/St. Lorene was residential followed by an apparent municipal recreation area 
or park. Residential neighborhoods followed to Norwalk Blvd. 

Section 7 

Residential and rural residential properties were located on both sides of the site north to the present 
location of the 605 Freeway. An apparent school appeared just north of Broadway, to the east of the 
site. Open space and cleared and graded areas appeared in the vicinity of the site near the San 
Gabriel River and present location of the Freeway. The site tracks connected to another east/west 
trending railroad track branch just east of the river. 

1960 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site appeared similar to the 1954 depiction. A trail ran along site to the western side of the tracks 
and a circular trail was present on the western side of the tracks near Armley Avenue. An additional 
set of tracks was present at the southern end of the site, to the west of the site tracks. These 
additional tracks veer offsite to the west, to the north of Mills Avenue. South of Gunn Avenue, 
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across Lambert to the west was a small building surrounded by an open yard with parking and 

storage (current site of High Style Auto Sales). 

North of Gunn remained similar to the 1954 depiction, however the open yards to the west of the site 

were now occupied by commercial buildings. Adjacent to the west of the tracks appeared four small, 

apparently commercial buildings near Cedargrove and two additional, larger commercial businesses 

were located just south of Calmada Avenue. To the adjacent east remained residential. Across 

Lambert, to the west was an apparent gas station, located just south of Calmada Avenue (currently an 

ARCO Station). Adjacent south of the apparent gas station was an additional medium-sized 

commercial building with parked vehicles surrounding. 

Section 2 

North of Calmada to Laurel remained similar to the 1954 depiction with residential properties 

surrounding. 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 photographs, north of Laurel with numerous 

transport containers present adjacent to the west of the site, immediately north of Laurel Avenue. An 

apparent gas station was present to the west of the site, south of Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

North of Painter remained similar to the 1954 photographs. Many apparent storage containers were 

located on or adjacent to the west of the site, just north of Painter Avenue. Several small buildings 

and open outdoor storage and parking areas were located adjacent to the west of the site, south of 

Greenleaf Avenue. Some apparent discoloration was observed onsite just south of the point where 

Putnam Avenue begins to run parallel to the site. 

North of Greenleaf remained similar to the 1954 photographs. Apparent discoloration of the site was 

observed south of the intersection with Greenleaf Avenue for a few hundred feet. 

Section 4 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 photographs. Apparent transport containers were 

present along the western side of the tracks between Washington Boulevard and MarVista Street. At 

the intersection of Whittier Blvd and La Cuarta Street was a small commercial building, which may 

have been a gasoline station or repair facility (adjacent to the east of the elevated overpass portion of 

the site). 
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The darkly discolored area and small building observed on the 1954 photographs south of Mar Vista 
remained. The building had been expanded and the discoloration extended to and across the site. 
Additional areas of darkened ground surface appeared within a few hundred feet to the north of this 
area. This area is located roughly where Baldwin and Pacific Places and Walnut Street would meet if 

they extended to the site. 

Approximately five new medium and large buildings were present adjacent to the west of the site, to 
the west of the orchard located south of Mar Vista Street. Transport containers and vehicles were 
present in an open yard in this location as well as miscellaneous unidentified storage. Three potential 
aboveground storage tanks were present immediately north of Mar Vista Street, to the west of the 
site, followed by an apparent storage yard with potential drums and other containers. This area was 
now occupied by large commercial facilities. 

Just north of Penn Street, to the west of the site appeared a large storage area of approximately 70 
apparent 55-gallon drums or similar storage containers. A darkened strip appeared on the paved 
ground surface from this storage area to the southeast corner of the large commercial building 

located adjacent to the north (west of the site). 

Storage of apparent drums and containers was present south of Philadelphia, especially adjacent to 
the east of the onsite tracks. An apparent storage yard was also present to the east of the onsite 
building at this location (south of Philadelphia). Darkened areas appear along the tracks between 
Penn and Philadelphia Streets. Five potential storage features or discolored areas were present to the 
adjacent east of the tracks, roughly where Wardman would intersect the site. 

Section 5 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 depiction. The block located west of the site and 
north of Philadelphia was completely occupied by large and small commercial buildings with some 

residences. 

Some discoloration was noted on the site from Bailey to north of Hadley Street. The block north of 
Hadley Street was occupied by small buildings and many vehicles, mainly parked to the east of the 
tracks. 

The block to the north, south of Broadway was occupied by rural-residential properties and orchards. 
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Section 6 

The site and surrounding areas appeared similar to the 1954 depiction. The area previously observed 
to contain disturbed soil was now apparently developed as school recreation fields. 

Section 7 

Section 7 was not depicted on the 1960 series of photographs. 

1965 Photographs  

Section 1 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1960 depiction. The northern half of the site between 
Mills and Gunn Avenues appeared darkened, perhaps covered with an asphaltic substance. The 
former dirt trails and circular track were no longer present and no other features appeared in this 

area. 

Additional commercial buildings were present north of Gunn, adjacent to the west of the site, 
bringing the total number of buildings here to eleven. A darkened area appeared on the tracks just 
north of Gunn, adjacent to the second commercial building to the west. 

Section 2 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1960 depiction. 

A few areas of apparent discoloration appeared to the north of Laurel Avenue, approximately 1/3 of 
the distance from Painter Avenue. Fewer storage containers were present to the east in this area. 
Apparent gas stations or auto repair facilities appeared on both the southeast and southwest corners 
of the intersection of Lambert Avenue and Painter Avenue to the west of the site. Vehicles appeared 
along the western boundary of the site, south of Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1960 photographs. 

Fewer storage containers were located on or adjacent to the east of the site, just north of Painter 

Avenue. The area formerly occupied by numerous buildings and storage and parking areas located 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 27 - 	 September 22, 2000 



adjacent to the west of the site, south of Greenleaf Avenue was now occupied by one large structure 

surrounded by paved parking. 

Discoloration along the site remained south of the overpass at Whittier and Santa Fe Springs 

Avenues. 

Section 4 

The site and vicinity remained similar to the 1960 photographs. The former agricultural fields and 

orchard to the south of Mar Vista Street were now paved and occupied by a large commercial 

building. Just south of these features, discoloration of the site and area adjacent to the east remained, 

as noted on the 1960 photographs. 

A large area of discoloration appeared offsite just north of Santa Fe Springs Road, south of 

Washington Boulevard and west of the site tracks, which are elevated at this location. 

Section 5 

The site and surrounding area remained similar to the 1960 photographs. 

Section 6 

The site and surrounding area remained similar to the 1960 photographs. 

Section 7 

The 605 Freeway was now present. The site tracks crossed the freeway by overpass. Other areas of 

the site and vicinity remained similar to the 1954 depiction. 

1970 Photographs 

This series of photographs was of very small scale. All sections appeared similar to the 1965 

photographs. 
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1971 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. A trail appeared to the west of the 

tracks south of Gunn Avenue. The building to the southwest of the intersection of Calmada Avenue 

appeared in a different configuration than previously. 

Section 2 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. Numerous storage containers were 

present to the south of Painter Avenue, west of the site. 

Section 3 

The site appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. Numerous storage containers were present to the 

north of Painter Avenue, east of the site. 

The facility located to the south of Greenleaf Avenue, west of the site, had expanded and some 

apparent storage containers were located adjacent to the site, immediately south of Greenleaf on this 

site. North of Greenleaf appeared vacant with graded parcels to the east and west of the site. 

Section 4 

The site appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. Discoloration remained onsite near Mar Vista 

Street and increased commercial development was apparent in the area. No areas of exposed soil or 

agricultural fields remained to the west of Whittier Boulevard. 

The area between Santa Fe Springs Road and Washington Boulevard had been redeveloped as a 
potential automobile dealership. The discoloration noted on the 1965 photographs was no longer 

present. The area between Whittier Boulevard and La Cuarta Street adjacent to the site overpass had 

been redeveloped with a larger building. 

Sections 5 through 7 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1970 photographs. 
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1975 Photographs 

Section 1 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. 

Section 2 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. No storage containers remained on 

the southern portion of the block between Laurel Avenue and Painter Avenue. 

Section 3 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. 

Section 4 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. No significant staining appeared on 

the site to the south of the large commercial building south of Mar Vista Street. A series of small 

dark objects appeared to the west of the tracks, to the south of Penn Avenue. 

Sections 5 through 7 

The site and vicinity appeared similar to the 1971 photographs. 

1976 Photographs  

All sections appeared similar to the 1975 photographs. 

1979 Photographs  

All sections appeared similar to the 1976 photographs. 
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1983 Photographs 

Section 1 

A darkened area appears offsite to the southeast of the intersection with Mills Street. Other areas 
appeared similar to the 1979 photographs. 

Section 2 

Some darkened areas appear to the south of Painter on the facility to the west. Other areas appeared 

similar to the 1979 photographs. 

Section 3 

Commercial buildings were present to the north of Greenleaf at the site on parcels formerly vacant. 
Other areas appeared similar to the 1979 photographs. 

Section 4 

This section appeared similar to the 1979 depiction. 

Section 5 

This section appeared similar to the 1979 depiction. A darkened area appeared onsite north of Mar 
Vista Street. 

Sections 6 and 7 

These sections remained similar to the 1979 depiction. 

1986 Photographs 

Section 1 

Four buildings now appeared to the south of Gunn and adjacent west of the site. Other areas 

appeared similar to the 1983 photographs 
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Sections 2 through 7 

These sections remained similar to the 1983 depiction. 

1988 Photographs  

Section 1 does not appear on this photo series. All other sections appeared similar to the 1986 

depiction. 

4.3 	Review of Oil and Gas Well Maps 

The 1999 Division of Oil and Gas (DOG) Munger Map Book (Map W-64) was reviewed by a 

representative of Geocon to evaluate the presence of oil wells located near the site vicinity. 

According to the map, two wells were located within 1/4-mile of the site. 

The closest well (Humble Whittier Operating Unit No.1) appears to be located approximately 50 feet 

to the west of the site in Section 4 near the southern end of Elmer Avenue. Information regarding 

this well was reviewed at the DOG on January 25, 2000, to evaluate if the well may have impacted 

the site. Based on the information reviewed, the well was drilled to a depth of 7,750 feet bgs, was 

found to be dry, and was abandoned under the supervision of the DOG in 1963. Environmental 

concerns were not indicated from the review of this file. 

The second well (Whittier City — Core Hole 3) is located approximately 400 feet north of the site. 

The files for this well were also reviewed at the DOG. This well was drilled for geologic information 

only, although minor amounts of oil, tar sand, and watery gas were discovered in the boring. The 

DOG witnessed and approved the drilling and plugging operations of the well in 1969. 

Environmental concerns were not identified from the review of this file. 

5. OWNER/USER PROVIDED INFORMATION AND INTERVIEWS 

Mr. Michael Burnham, Planning Director, and Mr. Howard Miller, Senior Engineering Technician 

for the City of Whittier were interviewed regarding the site on January 25, 2000. 

According to Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller, prior to the development of the buildings surrounding the 

site in the 1940's, the area was predominantly used for agricultural purposes including orange groves 

and as undeveloped land. Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller indicated that the railroad was built prior to 

1887 and that it was abandoned in 1997. According to Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller, prior to 

abandonment, one train used the railroad tracks twice a day and appeared to carry produce and 

manufactured items. 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 32 - 	 September 22, 2000 



Mr. Burnham and Mr. Miller stated that they were not aware of any train accidents or spills of any 
kind along the site and they did not know of any environmental problems with the site. Mr. Burnham 
did, however, indicate that there are, and have been several facilities in close proximity to the site 
which have had environmental problems. Mr. Burnham indicated that the facilities located 
upgradient to the northeast of the railroad tracks, which have had problems, could have potentially 
impacted the site. Mr. Burnham provided Geocon with a copy of facilities listed as Hazardous 
Materials Handlers and Waste Sites (HMHWS) within the Whittier area. Of the 215 facilities 
identified on this list, approximately 33 of these facilities appear to be located within 1/8-mile of the 
site. All of these facilities, with the exception of ten, are only listed as being hazardous waste 
generators and, based on this information, do not appear to pose an environmental threat to the site. 
These facilities are also discussed in more detail in Section 6. The ten facilities which are listed as 
waste sites for other reasons are America Transmission, Guirado Dump, Gunlocke Corporation, 
Jones Chevrolet, Leggett and Platt, Modine Manufacturing Company, Omega Chemical Company, 
Prestoh Weed Control, Rainbow Car Wash, and Whittier Propel. These facilities are discussed in 
more detail in Section 6. Copies of this Hazardous Materials Handlers and Waste Sites list and 
associated figures are included in Appendix D. 

The City of Whittier provided Geocon with copies of maps depicting sewer pipelines, water 
pipelines, and storm water drains and lines. The sewer pipelines and the water pipelines appear to 
cross the site where the streets cross the site. The sewer pipelines also follow along the eastern side 
of the site from Mesa Grove Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard in Section 7. Water pipelines are also 
present along the western portion of the site from Broadway to Magnolia Avenue in Section 5 and 
from El Rancho Drive to Palm Avenue in Section 6. The storm water catchment basins appear to be 
located at most of the streets crossing the site. The storm water lines were shown to cross the site at 
the following locations: 

Section 1: No storm water drains were shown to cross the site in Section 1. 

Section 2: The Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD) has a storm water pipe which 
crosses the site between Painter Avenue and Greening Avenue and between Coachman Avenue and 
Milliken Avenue. 

Section 3: The LACFCD has a storm water pipe which crosses the site at Greenleaf Avenue and 
another storm water pipe which crosses the railroad at Painter Avenue. 

Section 4: The LACFCD has four storm water pipe lines which cross the site near the intersection of 
Whittier Boulevard, Santa Fe Springs Road, and Washington Boulevard. 
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Section 5: The City of Whittier has an open channel for storm water collection and a storm water 
pipe which crosses the railroad at Hadley Street and at Bailey Street. The LACFCD has a storm 
water pipe that crosses the site at Magnolia Avenue. 

Section 6: A LACFCD storm water line crosses the railroad at Palm Avenue. A City of Whittier 

storm water line crosses the railroad in the middle of Section 6. 

Section 7: The LACFCD storm water line crosses the site by the intersection of Pioneer Boulevard 
and Norwalk Boulevard and follows along the eastern side of the railroad from Adele Street to 

Maple Street in Section 6. 

Right-of-Way and Track Maps were also provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. Geocon 

personnel reviewed the following maps: 

Right-of-Way and Track Map dated May 2, 1923, corrected as to December 31, 1956- Section 1 was 
shown on this map. The railroad track is shown on the map and appears in a similar position as it is 
today. A telegraph wire is shown to run along the northern and eastern side of the railroad track. This 

telegraph wire is shown in all sections of the site. 

Right-of-Way and Track Map dated May 2, 1923, corrected as to December 31, 1923. Section 2, 
Section 3, and a portion of Section 4 are shown on this map. The railroad track is shown on the map 
and appears in a similar location today. 

Station Map, Land Tracks and Structures dated April 30, 1918, corrected as to December 31, 1957. 
Section 4 is shown on this map. Murphy Oil Company is listed as having owned a portion of the site 
(the southern portion of the railroad located between Penn Street and Philadelphia Street) in Section 
4. A railroad spur that splits off from the site railroad track is located to the west of the site, south of 
Sunny Slope Street. Also, railroad sidings are present on both sides of the railroad tracks in the 

middle of Section 4 and a railroad depot is located in the northern portion of Section 4 on the east 
side of the railroad tracks. The sidings were noted as Hayes Derails. The depot includes a freight 
house and a wooden platform. 

The Right-of-Way and Track Map dated April 30, 1918, corrected to December 31, 1937 did not 

appear to have additional information from the Station Maps also showing the same area (Section 4 

and 5). 

Station Map, Land, Tracks, and Structures dated April 30, 1918, corrected to December 31, 1937. 

Sections 5 and 6 are shown on this map. Central Oil Company is noted as owning a small piece 
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(approximately 17 feet long) of land prior to 1917 on the site in Section 5, approximately 200 feet 

south of Hadley Street. 

Right-of-Way and Track Map dated April 30, 1918, corrected to December 31, 1951. This map 
shows Sections 6 and 7 of the site. The railroad track appears to be located in a similar position as it 

is today. 

The Right-of-Way maps have been modified to depict the seven sections representing the site and 

are incorporated as Figures 3-9. 

6. GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES - RECORDS REVIEW 

Geocon retained EDR to perform a search of federal and state governmental information sources 
according to prescribed search distances referenced in the ASTM Designation E 1527-97. A copy of 
the report prepared by EDR is presented in Appendix E. 

6.1. 	EDR Report 

The report prepared by EDR entitled The EDR Corridor Study Report dated December 22, 1999, 

includes a Site Distribution Summary, a Map of Sites Within a 1-Mile radius of the site, a 
Description of the Databases Searched, and Details of the Property, Adjacent Area, and Orphan 
Sites. The Orphan Sites included in the report identified sites that have incomplete address 
information and could not be plotted. Based on a review of the Orphan Sites list and comparison 
with local street maps, of the 126 sites listed on the Orphan Sites List all of the facilities located 
within Y2-mile appear to be on the HAZNET database list and, with the exception of one facility, are 
not considered to have significant potential to impact soil and/or groundwater beneath the site with 

hazardous materials. 

This facility is the Guirado Dump — Whittier, located at Pioneer Road and Orange Grove Avenue, 
approximately 1/8-mile north of the northern end and upgradient of Section 7 of the site. This facility 
is listed on the WMUDS database list. The only information provided in the EDR report is that the 
Dump has a solid waste assessment test program called Guirado. This facility was also listed as a 
HMHWS by the City of Whittier. Information provided by the City of Whittier indicated that the 
Guirado Dump has been noted as an Abandoned Site identified for future preliminary assessment 
and is of medium priority. During the site reconnaissance, the location of this site was not identified 

as adjacent to the site. Based on the above information the Guirado Dump appears to represent a low 
potential to have impacted soil and/or groundwater at the site with hazardous materials. 
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A description of each database referenced by EDR is provided in the report presented as Appendix E. 

The acronyms used in the EDR report are defined in the rear portion of the EDR report. The findings 

of the EDR report are discussed as follows. The identification numbers plotted on the EDR report for 

each listed property are herein after reported in parenthesis to the right of each facility name. 

6.1.1 Site 

The site was not identified in the EDR Report. 

6.1.2 Offsite Properties 

The offsite properties within 1/4-mile of the site are discussed below based on their distance from 

each Section of the site. 

Section 1 

Three facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 1. two are listed on the database lists as being 

either a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing hazardous waste and one facility is listed 

as having underground storage tanks (USTs). As these facilities are located hydraulically 

downgradient from the site and violations have not been reported for these properties, they represent 

a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

One facility is located within 1/4-mile of Section 1. This facility is listed as having disposed of a 

hazardous waste (asbestos). Due the distance of this facility from the site and the type of hazardous 

material involved, this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 

Section 2 

Eleven facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 2; nine facilities are listed on the database 

lists as either being a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing hazardous waste. As these 

facilities are located hydraulically downgradient from the site and violations have not been reported 

for these properties, they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at 

the site. The remaining two facilities are discussed below. 

ARCO #1090/ARCO Products Company/Tank Leak-ARCO Station #1090 (268) at 14000 Lambert 

Road is located within 1/8-mile to the southwest and hydraulically downgradient from Section 2 of 

the site. This ARCO facility is listed on the LUST, Cortese, HMS, HAZNET, and Ca. WDS 

databases. Based on the information reviewed in the EDR report, the ARCO facility had a gasoline 
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release that impacted the groundwater in 1992. The depth to groundwater at this location is reported 

as approximately 34 feet bgs. Remedial action is currently in progress with the use of a vapor 

extraction system (VES) and a pump and treat system. The ARCO facility has a NPDES permit to 

discharge the treated groundwater into the Los Angeles River. The threat to water quality this 

discharge may have in the area is reported as moderate. The files were reviewed at the California 

Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), UST Section. According to the latest 

groundwater sampling report titled "First Quarter 1999 Report," the groundwater flow is to the west-

southwest in a shallow groundwater zone located at 35 to 39 feet bgs and the groundwater flow is to 

the northwest in a deeper zone located at 37 to 39 feet bgs. Based on the results of the groundwater 

sampling, the groundwater flow directions, and the distance of the site from the site at this time, it 

does not appear that the site has been impacted by the ARCO service station gasoline release. 

America Transmission/Americo Transmission and Radiators (242) located at 13422 Lambert Road is 

located within 1/8-mile to the west and hydraulically downgradient of Section 2 of the site. This 

facility is listed on the HAZNET, LUST, Cortese, HMS, RCRS-Small Quantity Generators, and 

FINDS database lists. Information from the EDR report indicates that a waste oil release from a UST 

was reported in 1990. The waste oil release impacted the soil only. The Los Angeles Department of 

Public Works (LADPW) closed the case in 1992. Based on the type of release, the fact that the site is 

downgradient of the site, and that the case is closed, this facility appears to represent a low potential 

to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Three facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 2; two of the three facilities are listed as storing 

hazardous waste. The remaining facility is listed on the ERNS database list. No other information 

was provided regarding the release or spill. Based on the distance of these facilities from the site 

they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 3 

Five facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 2; two facilities are listed on the database lists 

either as being a small quantity hazardous waste generator or as having hazardous waste. The 

remaining three facilities are listed as having USTs. As none of the five facilities are located 

adjacent to the site or have had any violations or reported releases, they appear to represent a low 

potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Thirteen facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 3; ten facilities are listed on the database lists 

as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator, or as storing or disposing of hazardous 

waste. Due to the distance of these facilities from the site and as violations have not been reported 

for these properties, they appear to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 
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The remaining three facilities are listed as having had leaking USTs and are discussed below. 

ARCO Products #00211/Am/Pm ARCO Gas Station (220) at 13010 Lambert Road is located 

hydraulically downgradient of the site. The ARCO facility reportedly had a gasoline release that 

impacted the groundwater in 1987. It is reported that the groundwater contamination plume may be 

migrating offsite. Remedial action at the site is by VES and by venting the soil with bore holes 

which allow the volatilization of contaminants. Based on the direction and distance of this facility 

from the site, it appears unlikely that this facility would have impacted the soil and/or groundwater 

at the site. 

GTE California, Inc. (205) at 13119 Whittier Boulevard is located hydraulically upgradient of the 

site. This facility had a release from a UST in 1989. Additional information regarding the type of 

chemical released and if the groundwater was impacted, was not provided in the EDR report. 

However, it is reported that the case was granted closure by the LADPW in 1998. As LADPW 

oversees cases where only soil has been impacted, it is unlikely that groundwater was affected by 

this incident. Thus, based on the distance of this facility from the site and the status of the release 

(closed), this facility appears to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 

G & M Oil #16 (204) at 12559 Lambert Road is located hydraulically downgradient of the site. This 

facility had a gasoline release that impacted groundwater in 1991. Groundwater is reportedly located 

at approximately 71.5 feet bgs. According to the summary noted in the EDR report, the facility has 

significant soil and groundwater contamination and the extent of the contamination has not been 

defined. Based on the distance and direction of this facility from the site, this facility appears to 

represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 4 

Of the 53 facilities located within 1/8-mile of Section 4, 38 facilities are only listed on the database 

lists as either being a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing or disposing of hazardous 

waste. Twenty-two of these facilities appear to be located adjacent or nearly adjacent to Section 4 of 

the site. Of these 22 facilities, one violation was reported for the L & N Body Repair facility. This 

property is discussed in more detail below. As the remaining 21 facilities are not listed as having 

violations, they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

However, it is unknown if unreported incidents relating to contamination of soil and/or groundwater 

may have impacted the site from these adjacent sites. Due to the distance of the other sixteen 

hazardous materials facilities (not located adjacent to the site), these facilities represent a low 

potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 
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L & N Body Repair (145) at 12302 1/2  Wardman Street is located to the northeast and hydraulically 

upgradient of Section 4 of the site. This facility is listed as a small quantity generator that has 

inorganic solid waste and unspecified solvent mixture waste onsite. As mentioned above, a violation 

exists for the facility for a compliance evaluation report. The area of violation reported in the EDR 

report states "Generator — all requirements." It is unknown if this facility may have impacted soil 

and/or groundwater at the site, however, the site reconnaissance indicated that this site is not 

immediately adjacent to the site and this facility probably has a low potential to have impacted the 

soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Five of the 53 facilities are listed as having USTs. None of these facilities appears to be located 

adjacent to the site. Due to the distance of these five UST facilities from the site and as they are not 

reported to have had a release, these facilities represent a low potential to have impacted the soil 

and/or groundwater at the site. 

The remaining 10 of the 54 facilities located within 1/8 mile of Section 4 are summarized below. 

South Bay Chrome Sales, Inc. (143) at 7060 South Elmer Avenue was formerly located adjacent to 

the west and hydraulically downgradient of Section 4 of the site. This facility is listed on the RCRIS-

small quantity generator, CERC-NFRAP, FINDS, HAZNET, UST, HMS, and Cal-Sites database 

lists. The facility is listed as having had a 6,000-gallon UST used to store gasoline. The EDR report 

also indicates that 1.3 tons of inorganic solid waste from the site was disposed of at a landfill. A 

preliminary assessment of the facility was conducted which concluded that the facility did not 

qualify for the NPL. The files for this facility were reviewed at the DTSC. The information reviewed 

in the DTSC files indicated that South Bay Chrome (also known as Washington Plating) straightened 

and rechromed vehicle bumpers and used caustic cleaners, and sulfuric, hydrofluoric, and muriatic 

acids. A memorandum reviewed in the file from Ecology and Environment, Inc. to the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) dated September 1988, indicated the following 

information: There were three 400-gallon USTs on the property used to store waste from the 

chroming processes. The waste was either recycled or discharged to the sanitary sewer system and 

the residues were hauled off. An inspection at the property showed improper disposal of plating 

waste in the regular trash, no berm around the waste treatment area, and incompatible storage of 

materials. The preliminary investigation indicated that the property did not qualify for the NPL. 

Based on this information and the fact that the facility is downgradient of the site, this facility 

represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Modine Manufacturing Company (148) at 12252 Whittier Boulevard is located to the southwest and 

hydraulically downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the HAZNET, Site Mitigation, CA 

SLIC, CERC-NFRAP, HMS, Cal-Sites, RCRIS-Small Quantity Generators, FINDS, and UST 

database lists. The Modine Manufacturing Company is noted as having ten USTs used for storing 
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waste and gasoline. The EDR report indicates that in 1991 hydrocarbon and heavy metal impacted 
soil was abated from the property and, following this, the DTSC required no further action. 
However, the groundwater contamination portion of the file was forwarded to the RWQCB. 
Information regarding the RWQCB files was not given in the EDR report. Files for this facility were 
reviewed at the DTSC and the RWQCB. A review of the DTSC files indicated that the area of 
impacted soil at the Modine Manufacturing Company did not extend to the site. Files at the RWQCB 
indicated that TCE contamination was present in the groundwater beneath the southern half of the 
property. The groundwater was interpreted to be flowing to the southwest (away from the site) and 
the groundwater TCE plume does not appear to be present beneath site. Based on this information, 
this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Prestoh Weed Control (157) at 12363 Whittier Boulevard is located to the west and downgradient of 
the site. Prestoh Weed Control is listed on the LUST and Cortese databases as having a release 
which impacted the soil only and which is in the process of remediation. Based on the distance and 
direction of this facility and due to the type of release involved (soil only), this facility represents a 
low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Leggett and Platt, Inc. (157) at 12352 Whittier Boulevard is located to the west and downgradient of 
the site. Leggett and Platt, Inc. are listed on the CA SLIC, FINDS, LUST, Cortese, RCRIS-Large 
Quantity Generators, Site Mitigation, HAZNET, and HMS databases. Information in the EDR report 
indicates a paint thinner release at the facility impacted the soil and groundwater beneath the 
property. This information also indicated that the soil was abated in 1990 and no follow-up was 
required. The file for this facility was reviewed at the RWQCB. The information in the RWQCB file 
indicated that two USTs used to store paint thinner and gasoline were removed from the property in 
1989 and that free product was detected in the groundwater which is at a depth of approximately 70 
feet bgs and flows to the southwest. Based on the direction (downgradient) and distance of this 
facility from the site, this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or 
groundwater at the site. 

American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties (157) at 12353 Whittier Boulevard was 
located adjacent to the west of the site. American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties is 
listed on the Site Mitigation database list. The EDR report indicates that heavy oils were present in 
the soil and that they were abated in March 1988 and that no follow-up was required. The file for this 
facility was reviewed at the DTSC. The DTSC file information indicated that the soil at the property 
was impacted by total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) above 100 ppm in two areas on the property 

including the "dip tank area." The dip tank area appears to be located partly on the site and it appears 

that the soil on the site was impacted by TPH. The impacted soil was limited to a depth of 

approximately 5 feet bgs. According to a DTSC Site Tracking Sheet the "site is already cleaned up" 
and no further action is required by the DHS (the lead agency). Additional information regarding the 
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soil clean up was not on file at the DTSC. A copy of the DTSC Site Tracking Sheet is included as 
Appendix F. It is unknown if impacted soil is currently present at the site at this location. 

New England Lead Company (168) at 12511 Putnam Street was located to the west and 

hydraulically downgradient of the site. New England Lead Company is listed on the Cal Sites and 
Cal SLIC databases. A Preliminary Endangerment Assessment (PEA) was requested for the 
property. Additional information regarding this facility is not provided, however based on the 
distance and direction of this facility from the site, this facility represents a low potential to have 
impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Gunlocke Corporation (168) at 12468 Putnam Street is located to the west and hydraulically 
downgradient of the site. Gunlocke Corporation is listed on the LUST, HMS, and Cortese databases 
as having had a gasoline release that impacted the soil only. Based on the distance and direction of 
this facility from the site and the type of release involved (soil only), this facility represents a low 
potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Omega Chemical Company (171) at 12512 Whittier Boulevard is located to the west and 
hydraulically downgradient from the site. Omega Chemical Company is listed on the HAZNET, 
CORRACTS, CERCLIS, FINDS, NPL, RCRIS-Small and Large Quantity Generator, UST, RAATS, 
Cal SLIC, Cal-Sites, and HMS databases. According to the EDR report, Omega disposes of liquids 
containing >500 mg/1 of arsenic. Information regarding other types of hazardous materials on the site 
is not given. The facility has reportedly had 26 RCRIS violations for financial responsibility and 
compliance evaluations. A CERCLIS preliminary assessment was conducted and the facility is 
currently on the Final NPL. It is noted that the facility does not require DTSC action or oversight 
activity. No additional information was provided in the EDR report for this site. Additional 
information was observed at the RWQCB regarding this site which indicated that Omega Chemicals 
had elevated concentrations of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) above maximum contaminant 
levels (MCLs) in the groundwater beneath the site. Based on the information reviewed at the 
RWQCB, the groundwater flows to the southwest (away from the site) and the contaminated plume 
does not impact the groundwater or the soil beneath the site. 

Jones Chevrolet (12560) at East Whittier Boulevard is located to the southwest and hydraulically 
downgradient of the site. Jones Chevrolet is listed on the HMS, RCRIS Small Quantity Generator, 

FINDS, LUST, and Cortese databases. Based on the EDR report, a gasoline release impacting both 
soil and groundwater was reported at the site in 1990 and pollution characterization is underway. The 

depth to groundwater beneath this facility is noted at 43.36 feet bgs. The soil and groundwater was 
being remediated using a vapor extraction system and a groundwater pump and treat system in 1994. 

Closure was not noted for the site. Additional information for this facility was obtained from the 
RWQCB. Based on a review of the RWQCB files for Jones Chevrolet, the site was granted closure 
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in October 1999. Also according to the hydrocarbon-impacted groundwater plume figures, the 

hydrocarbon-impacted groundwater flowed away from the site and did not impact the soil and/or 

groundwater beneath the site. 

Rainbow Car Wash/Big Deal Car Wash/Five Points Car Wash (177) at 12604 Whittier Boulevard is 

located to the west and hydraulically downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the Ca. FID, 

HAZNET, HMS, LUST, Cortese, and UST databases. Based on the EDR report there was a gasoline 

release at the facility, which only impacted the soil. This release was discovered during soil testing 

in 1987 and the EDR report shows the responsible party took no action. The files for this facility 

were reviewed at the DPW. The DPW files indicated that the gasoline release occurred during the 

overfilling of a UST in 1987. Soil samples were collected from around the two USTs on the site. 

Insignificant concentrations of TPH were discovered and the DPW granted the facility a "No further 

Action Letter" in June 1988. Based on this information and the distance and direction of the facility 

from the site, this facility represents a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at 

the site. 

Sixteen facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 4. eleven facilities are listed on the database 

lists as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator, or as storing or disposing of 

hazardous waste. Three of the 16 facilities are listed as having USTs with no reports of releases or 

spills. One facility is listed as having a leaking UST, however no additional information regarding 

the release was given. One facility listed on the CERC-NFRAP database list indicates a preliminary 

assessment was conducted at the property, however, no additional information was reported. Due to 

the distance of these facilities from the site, they appear to represent a low potential to have impacted 

the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 5 

Fourteen facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 5. seven of the fourteen facilities are only 

listed on the database lists as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator or storing or 

disposing of hazardous waste. One of the fourteen facilities is listed on the UST database. One of the 

facilities is listed as being on the coal gas database. As these nine facilities are not located adjacent 

to the site, are not listed as having violations, and appear to be located downgradient of the site, they 

represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

The remaining five facilities are summarized below. 

Whittier Propel (102) at 12132 East Hadley Street located to the northeast and hydraulically 

upgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the CERC-NFRAP database list as having had a non- 

oil spill. The ERD report indicates that approximately 7,200 cases of fuel additive had been 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 42 - 	 September 22, 2000 



abandoned and that many of the containers were found to be leaking and running offsite. The 
containers were reportedly located outside across the street from the high school. The status of the 
release is unclear from the data presented in the EDR report. However, this site appears to be about 
300 yards from the site and, thus, any impact to the site from this one-time incident seems to be 
unlikely. 

Mission Rubber Co., Inc. (106) at 6533 South Magnolia Avenue was located southwest, non-
adjacent, and downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the Ca. FID and Site Mitigation 
databases as having had an active UST and as having solvents in the soil. The solvents were 
reportedly abated in 1990. Geocon requested to review any records for this facility at the DTSC, 
however the DTSC indicated that they did not have any records for that facility or address. As the 
site is non-adjacent (currently occupied by the Whittier Marketplace mall) and downgradient, it 
appears to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Southern Cal Gas/Whittier MGP (106) at 11815 Hadley Street is located southwest, non-adjacent, 
and downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the Cal-Sites database. The only information 
given in the EDR report is that voluntary cleanup agreement is completed. Records for this property 
were reviewed at the DTSC. According to this file, this facility is currently a 0.5-acre property 
currently used for commercial business operations and a gas manufacturing plant was located on the 
site from 1903 to about 1915. A PEA was performed on this facility in 1992. A copy of the PEA was 
not found in the file. However, a letter from the DTSC to the Southern California Gas Company 
regarding the PEA states that based on contamination at the site above levels of concern, further 
investigation of the site is required. The DTSC indicated that the Southern California Gas Company 
can use a cap to cover the 8 foot by 20 foot area of contamination found as an interim measure, 
however additional investigation is needed. In 1993, the 8-foot by 20-foot area of contamination was 
paved over. Information regarding additional sampling of the area was not found in the file. The type 
of contamination detected was not stated on any of the information reviewed. However based on the 
DTSC review comments of the PEA it appear that a wooden oil tank, a 10,000 cubic foot holder, and 
a settling pond were previously located at the facility. As the site is non-adjacent and downgradient, 
it appears to represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

City of Whittier Corporation/Maintenance Yard (110) at 12016 East Hadley Street is located 
adjacent to the southwest and hydraulically downgradient of the site. This facility is listed on the 
UST, Ca. FID, HMS, CA SLIC, Site Mitigation, HAZNET, and LUST databases. According to the 

EDR report, five gasoline, two diesel, and one waste oil storage USTs are located at the facility. The 
site mitigation database information indicates that solvent was present in the soil which was abated 

in 1993 and the site was referred to the RWQCB. The CA SLIC database information indicates that 

there was a total petroleum hydrocarbon release at the site which has been closed by the RWQCB, 
SLIC section. The files for this property were reviewed at the DTSC and the RWQCB LUST and 
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SLIC sections. Files from the DTSC indicated an employee of Omega Recovery Services was 
injured and the site was evacuated after the employee mixed hazardous materials during a household 
hazardous waste round up. There was not a record of any hazardous wastes being released from the 
property. 

Files from the RWQCB LUST section indicated that in June 1994, USTs (used to store aviation fuel 
used in police motor cycles and as a solvent for cleaning parts in the city mechanics shop) were 
removed from the property. During the removal of the USTs, soil samples were collected and 
analyzed. One soil sample collected from beneath a dispenser island was found to contain a 
concentration of 1,400 ppm of TPH. According to the City of Whittier Subsurface Investigation 
Report dated May 1995 prepared by Tetra Tech, Inc. of Pasadena, the soil contamination was 
restricted to shallow soil in the nearby vicinity of the pump island. The RWQCB SLIC Section 
granted this release closure in July 1996. Based on this information, it does not appear that the site 
has been impacted by this release. 

Files from the RWQCB SLIC section indicated that activities from two paint waste disposal sumps 
at the City of Whittier Yard impacted the soil and groundwater at the yard. The soil was impacted 
with ethylbenzene, toluene, xylenes, and total fuel hydrocarbons. The groundwater, which occurs at 
a depth of approximately 82 feet, was found to be impacted by 1,2-dichloroethane (at 1.2 
micrograms/liter), above the MCL for drinking water. Three onsite and one offsite groundwater 
monitoring wells were installed at the City yard in 1989. The offsite monitoring well was located on 
the site. Contaminants were never detected in this well. The RWQCB closed the case in 1996 and the 
groundwater monitoring wells were abandoned at the city yard and the site in July 1997. Based on 
this information, it does not appear that the groundwater beneath the site has been impacted from the 
City Yard activities. 

Information regarding site characterization and remediation of the contaminated soil was not 
provided in the SLIC files and was reviewed at the DHS. Based on the information in these files, the 
City of Whittier maintenance yard previously had two sumps as noted above. The newer sump, 
which was located approximately 4 feet from the site, operated from 1981 until 1986 and was 
constructed of concrete walls with a gravel bottom. Reportedly, the sump was underlain by angular 
gravel to a depth of approximately 8 feet bgs and to approximately 9 feet away from the center of the 
sump. This gravel was approximately 5 feet thick. This gravel reportedly provided a very permeable 
area for the material placed in the sump to spread laterally at the near surface before migrating 

downwards. Information reviewed from the file indicated that three borings were drilled near the 

newer sump to evaluate the presence of contaminants. Soil sampling was conducted at ten-foot 

intervals to a depth of 75 feet. The soil samples were analyzed for metals and VOCs. Concentrations 
of ethylbenzene (up to 600 milligrams per kilogram [mg/kg] at 10'), toluene (34 mg/kg at 10'), 

xylenes (16,000 mg/kg), and TPH (up to 34,000 mg/kg at 20') were reportedly detected. Metals were 
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not reported at elevated levels. According to the latest report dated December 1989, entitled 

"Groundwater Quality Assessment at Corporate Yard" prepared by James M. Montgomery, 

Consulting Engineers, Inc., the soil impact diminishes very rapidly from 20 to 50 feet, to very low 

concentrations just above detection limits. Impacted soil was not found at or below 60 feet bgs. This 

report recommended soil would be remediated by natural biodegradation. This report also mentioned 

that surface water had been ponding on the railroad property (site). The report recommended that to 

eliminate ponding, the surface should be graded so that the water drains away from the sump area. 

Copies of these reports were not provided by DHS. 

Based on the proximity of the newer sump to the site, the type of soil beneath the sump, and the 

presence of impacted soil beneath the sump, it is likely that the soil beneath the site has been 

somewhat impacted with petroleum hydrocarbons by the former sump activities. 

Bundy Garage (111) at 12211 East Hadley is located to the northeast and upgradient of the site. 

Bundy Garage is listed on the LUST database as having had a release (type not specified) which 

impacted the soil only. The LADPW closed the case in December 1990. Based on the distance of this 

facility from the site and the current status of the release (closed), it does not appear that this facility 

has impacted the soil or groundwater at the site with hazardous materials. 

Fourteen facilities are located within 1/4-mile of Section 5. nine facilities are listed on the database 

lists as being either a small quantity hazardous waste generator, or as storing or disposing of 

hazardous waste. One of the fourteen facilities is list as having USTs and is not listed as having had a 

release. As violations have not been reported for these properties, they appear to represent a low 

potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Three of the fourteen facilities are listed as having leaking USTs that only impacted the soil. The 

LADPW has closed all three cases. One facility was listed on the ERNS and CHMIRS databases as 

having had a liquefied petroleum gas release into the air. Due to the distance of these facilities from 

the site and the types of releases involved, these facilities appear to represent a low potential to have 

impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

Section 6 

One facility is located within 1/8-mile of Section 6. This facility is only listed on the HMS database 

list as closed and is not located adjacent to the site. Based on this, this facility represents a low 

potential to have impacted the soil or groundwater at the site. 

The are no facilities listed within a 1/4-mile radius of Section 6. 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 45 - 	 September 22, 2000 



Section 7 

Four facilities are located within 1/8-mile of Section 7; two of the four facilities are only listed on 

the HMS database as storing hazardous waste. One of the four facilities is listed on the UST 

database. As these three facilities are not located adjacent to the site and are not listed as having 

violations, they represent a low potential to have impacted the soil and/or groundwater at the site. 

The fourth facility is listed on the LUST database and is described below. 

Whittier City School District (70) at 10706 Orange Grove Avenue is located adjacent to the 

northeast and hydraulically upgradient of the site. This property is listed on the HMS, HAZNET, and 

LUST databases. The information reported in the EDR report indicates that the school had a release 

from an UST in 1997. Information regarding the type of release and the impacted materials is not 

given. However, based on the EDR report the case was closed by the LADPW the same day as the 

release. Based on this information, it appears unlikely that the soil and/or groundwater at the site 

were impacted from the release. 

Five facilities are located within 3/4-mile of Section 7; two of the five facilities are only listed on the 

database lists as storing or disposing of hazardous waste. The remaining three facilities/properties 

are listed on either the CHMIRS of HMIRS database lists as having had DOT incidents which were 

cleaned-up on the day of the release. Based on the distance of these facilities from the site and the 

status of any releases, it appears unlikely hazardous materials have impacted the soil and/or 

groundwater at the site. 

6.1.3 Offsite Properties Located Within 1/4  mile to 1 mile of the Site 

The facilities listed by EDR that are located within ih mile to 1 mile of the site were reviewed. Due 

to the distance of these facilities from the site, the type and current status of any hazardous materials 

releases, and the groundwater flow direction, these facilities are not considered to have significant 

potential to have impacted soil and/or groundwater at the site with hazardous materials. 

6.2. 	Agency Communications and Review of Records at Public Agencies 

6.2.1. City of Whittier Building and Safety Department 

The City of Whittier Building and Safety Department was visited on January 25, 2000. They only 

have records for facilities that have a specific address. 
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6.2.2. County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 

The LA DPW files cannot be reviewed without a specific site address. 

6.2.3. Los Angeles County Fire Department 

The Los Angeles Fire County Fire Department (LACFD) was contacted regarding the presence of 
hazardous materials files for the site. According to Barbara Yu, Supervisor of Special Operations 
Section of the LACFD, without a street address or business name, the LACFD cannot review their 
files, and, furthermore, if a business has not been developed on the site the LACFD would not have 
any information on the site. 

6.2.4. Department of Health Services, Los Angeles County 

The DHS was contacted regarding any hazardous materials records for the site. According to a 
written reply from the DHS, they are unable to search for records without a specific street address of 
the site. 

6.2.5. California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

The NPDES, SLIC, WIP, and UST Divisions of the RWQCB were contacted regarding 
environmental records for the site. According to Mr. Cesi Compos, student assistant with the 
RWQCB, UST Division, Mr. Solomon Miranda, Student Assistant with the WIP, and SLIC 
Divisions, and Mr. Gary Shultz, Water Resources Control Engineer with the NPDES Division, files 
cannot be researched without a specific address. 

6.2.6. South Coast Air Quality Control Board 

The South Coast Air Quality Control Board (SCAQMD) was contacted regarding the presence of 
any files for the site. Ms. Linda Mills of the SCAQMD reported in writing on January 20, 2000 that 
the SCAQMD requires specific individual addresses, company names, or identification or permit 
numbers to search for records. Geocon had provided the name of the Union Pacific Railroad but the 
nature of a railroad right-of-way precludes the use of a specific address. Based on the past uses of the 
site, it was deemed unlikely that pertinent records from SCAQMD were available and this course 
was pursued no further. 
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6.2.7. California — EPA, Department of Toxic Substance Control 

The DTSC was contacted regarding the presence of any files for the site. Mr. Glenn Castillo, Office 
Technician of the Public Records Office reported in writing on January 25, 2000, that records were 
not found for the site. 

6.2.8. State Fire Marshall's Office 

Mr. Emmett Cooper of the State Fire Marshall's Office was contacted regarding the presence of any 
pipelines in the nearby vicinity of the site. According to Mr. Cooper, there are three pipelines located 
near the site: Kinder Morgan, Cinco/Powerine, and Mobil Oil Corporation. The representatives for 
these pipelines were contacted on January 28, 2000. According to Mr. Ed Sato, the Cinco/Powerine 
does not have any pipelines in the City of Whittier. Mr. Dennis Slauson, the Right-of-Way and 
Claims Specialist for Mobil Oil Corporation, provided Geocon with a map of the location of the 
pipeline in the site vicinity. According to this map, the Mobil pipeline crosses the site at the 
intersection of Santa Fe Springs Road, Whittier Boulevard, and Washington Boulevard. Mr. Slauson 
indicated that there is no history of spills and/or releases from the M-24 pipeline near the vicinity of 
the site. A reply from Mr. Andy Diez of Kinder Morgan is pending. 

7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

At the time of the site reconnaissance, the site was developed as an abandoned 5.2-mile section of 
the UPRR within the City of Whittier, between Mills Avenue to the south and the San Gabriel River 
to the north. 

According to a review of historic maps, the railroad right-of-way that is the site was constructed 
sometime between 1912 and 1925. Available maps indicate that commercial development had begun 
in Sections 4 and 5 by 1894, while aerial photographs indicate that Sections 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7 were 
agricultural into the 1920s. The review of available historic maps indicates that the site in Sections 4 
and 5 did not have commercial development on the property before the railroad was built. 
Commercial activities near the site prior to its construction included lumber, feed, fruit packing, and 
oil storage. 

The site has remained a railroad right-of-way since its construction between 1912 and 1925. This 
stretch of tracks appears to have been a mainline track and there is no evidence of maintenance yards 

or refueling facilities along its length. Based upon the site reconnaissance and other information 

reviewed during this environmental site assessment, the following primary environmental concern 
was noted at the site: 
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• For the entire length of the site, a material which appears to be slag has been used as track 
ballast. The slag typically makes up 50% to 90% of the total volume of track ballast. The source 
of the slag is currently unknown. At other UPRR properties, the presence of slag has resulted in 
the elevated presence of heavy metals (e.g. arsenic and lead) in soils associated with the track 

bed. 

(Review of historic aerial photographs found many areas of "discoloration" along the site. 

However, the onsite reconnaissance did not reveal pervasive staining. It appears likely that the 
tonal differences noted in the aerial photographs were caused by the different types and colors of 
the rock and slag ballast used on the site.) 

While the presence of slag on the site is of primary concern, the following environmental conditions 
were also noted at the site: 

• A company named Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley Street (in Section 5) is located immediately 
northeast of the site. Oil, apparently from their cooling equipment compressors, was observed to 
be flowing from their asphalt-paved yard onto the site, impacting soil on the site with petroleum 
hydrocarbons. 

• North of Mar Vista Street and east of the site (Section 4) is the Mar Vista Moulding Company. 
Hardened asphaltic material was observed immediately adjacent to the northeast of the site, 
along the northern portion of the Moulding Company. Additionally, a whitish, hardened, 
resinous substance was observed in several locations beneath the asphaltic material. These 
materials appeared to have flowed through the chain link fencing separating the facility from the 
site so that they lie slightly onsite and immediately adjacent to the site. The exact nature and 
extent of these materials are not known. 

• Dumping has occurred on the site behind Lambert Tires at 14001 Lambert, about 100 yards 
southeast of Calmada Avenue (Section 1). The waste includes a five-gallon, open bucket of 
waste oil, yard waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, and general refuse. In this same area are 
several areas where waste oil has been dumped on the ballast and ties. Other areas of waste 
dumping on the site are present in Sections 2, 3, and 6. Waste material present includes yard 
waste, discarded furniture, paint cans, discarded gasoline-powered lawn mowers, construction 
debris, discarded tires, and general refuse. 

• DTSC file information for American Cushion/Halferty and De Beikes Properties at 12353 

Whittier Boulevard (Section 4) indicated that the soil at the property was impacted by total 

petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) above 100 ppm in two areas on the property including the "dip 
tank area." The dip tank area appears to be located partly on the site and it appears that the soil 
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on the site was impacted by TPH. The impacted soil was limited to a depth of approximately 5 
feet bgs. According to a DTSC Site Tracking Sheet the "site is already cleaned up" and no 
further action is required by the DHS (the lead agency). Additional information regarding the 
soil clean up was not on file at the DTSC. It is unknown if impacted soil is currently present at 
the site at this location. 

• Files from the RWQCB SLIC section for the City of Whittier Corporation/Maintenance Yard at 

12016 East Hadley Street indicated that activities from two paint waste disposal sumps at the 
City of Whittier Yard impacted the soil and groundwater at the yard. The soil was impacted with 
ethylbenzene, toluene, xylenes, and total fuel hydrocarbons. Information from DHS files 
indicated that the newer of the two sumps was located approximately 4 feet from the site and 
operated from 1981 until 1986. Based on the proximity of the newer sump to the site, the type of 
soil beneath the sump, and the presence of impacted soil beneath the sump, it is likely that the 
soil beneath the site has been somewhat impacted with petroleum hydrocarbons by the former 
sump activities. 

• Based on experience at other railroad right-of-way sites, herbicides were probably used at the 
site for weed and brush control. The nature and extent of such use is not currently known. 

• Locked signal switching enclosures were the only structures observed onsite. It is unknown if 
electrical equipment in these enclosures may contain oils or PCBs. 

Based on the results of this environmental site assessment, Geocon makes the following general 
recommendations for additional assessment (Phase II Assessment) at the site: 

• Develop a worlcplan for and perform a sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of the 
slag present in the track ballast and the nature and extent of any impact that the slag may have 
had on site soils. 

• The refuse, waste, and debris noted above should be removed from the site. Electrical equipment 
on the site should be accessed and a determination made as to possible past uses of PCBs in that 
equipment. A survey of the site should be performed to ascertain the property boundaries and 
determine if neighboring establishments have encroached on the site. 

• As a smaller, subsidiary part of the slag assessment, develop a scope of work and perform a 

sampling and analysis program to assess the nature of possible impacts, primarily from 

petroleum hydrocarbons and secondarily from herbicides and PCBs, to the site deriving from the 
other environmental conditions noted above. 
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8. LIMITATIONS 

This Phase I environmental site assessment report has been prepared solely for the City of Whittier 
in consideration of the City's requirements. Other parties may rely on the findings and conclusions 

of the report for informational purposes only. However, the City of Whittier, and other parties who 
may rely on the findings and conclusions of the report should recognize that this report is not a 
comprehensive site characterization and should not be construed as such. The findings and 
conclusions in this report are predicated on a site reconnaissance, a review of specified regulatory 
records, and a review of the historical usage of the site as presented in this report. 

The information obtained is only relevant for the dates of the records reviewed or as of the date of 
the latest site visit. Thus, the information contained herein is only valid as of the date of the report, 
and will require an update to reflect recent records review/site visits. Therefore, the report should 
only be deemed conclusive with respect to the information obtained. No guarantee of the results of 
the study is implied within the intent of this report or any subsequent report, correspondence or 
consultation, either expressed or implied. The services performed were conducted in accordance with 
the local standard of care in the geographic region at the time the services were rendered. The City of 
Whittier should also understand that asbestos-containing materials, lead-based paint, radon, lead in 
drinking water, wetlands, and methane gas were not addressed in the scope of services of this report. 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 51 - 	 September 22, 2000 



9. REFERENCES 

Beach Leighton Geotechnical, 1973, Geotechnical Land Use Capability Map- City of Whittier, Scale 
1" = 1,000', June 29 

California Department of Toxic Substance Control, 2000, Mr. Glenn Castillo, Office Technician, 
written correspondence, January 25 

California Department of Water Resources, 1961, Planned Utilization of the Groundwater Basin of 
the Coastal Plain of Los Angeles, County, reprinted May, 1990. 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 2000, Mr. Solomon Miranda, Student Assistant, 
telephone conversation, January 26 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 2000, Mr. Cesi Compos, Student Assistant, 
telephone conversation, January 21 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 2000, Mr. Gary Shultz, Water Resources Control 
Engineer, telephone conversation, January 27 

California State Fire Marshall's Office, 2000, Mr. Emmett Cooper, Fire Marshal, telephone 
conversation, January 

City of Whittier Building and Safety Department, 2000, agency visit, January 25 

City of Whittier, 1999, Annual Water Quality Report, April 

Continental Aerial Photography, Inc. Aerial Photographs for 1954, 1970, 1971, 1975, 1976, 1979, 
1983, 1986, and 1988 

EDR, December, 2000 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, 2000, agency visit, January 

Los Angeles County Fire Department, 2000, Ms. Barbara Yu, written correspondence, January 27 

Los Angeles County Sanitation District, 2000, written correspondence, January 

Los Angeles County, Department of Health Services, 2000, written correspondence 

Mr. Dennis Slauson, 2000, Right-of-Way and Claims Specialist, Mobil Oil Corporation, January 

Mr. Ed Sato, 2000, Cinco/Powerine, January 

Mr. Michael Burnham, Planning Director, and Mr. Howard Miller, Senior Engineering Technician 
for the City of Whittier were interviewed regarding the site on January 25, 2000. 

Munger Map Book, 1919, Map W-64, fortieth edition, 1999 

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) dated 1894, 1900, 
1907, 1912, 1925, and 1941 

South Coast Air Quality Control Board, 2000, Ms. Linda Mills, written correspondence, January 20 

United States Geologic Survey 7.5 minute, Whitter, California quadrangle, 1965, photorevised 1981 

Whittier College, Fairchild Collection dated 1927, 1928, 1933, 1936, 1937, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 
1951, 1960, and 1965 

Project No. A8050-06-01 	 - 52 - 	 September 22, 2000 



STUDY AREA SECTIONS 

O South Terminus to Calmada Ave. 

O Calmada Ave. to Painter Ave. 

O Painter Ave. to Whittier Ave. 

O Whittier Ave. to Philadelphia St. 

O Philadelphia St. to Broadway Ave. 

O Broadway Ave. to Norwalk Blvd. 

O Norwalk Blvd. to North Terminus 
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SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

A ARCO GAS STATION REM EDIATION SYSTEM, 12 55- 
GALLON DRUMS OF WASTE OIL 

B LAMBERT TIRES 14001 LAMBERT. 	5-GALLON 
CONTAINER OF MOTOR OIL 
0 UTRACKS 

C STRIP MALL WITH DRY 
CLEANERS 

GLO-CLEANERS-14076 LAMBERT 

D MIXED 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 

DENTAL LAB, TV REPAIR, HAIR 
SALON 

E JIFFY LUBE 

F MIXED 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 

SHOE REPAIR, POWER 
EQUIPMENT, TIRES AND WHEELS 
(SOME TIRES STORED ADJACENT 
TO TRACKS), BEAUTY SALON, 
GUNS, RESTAURANT, PLUMBING 

G HIGH STYLE AUTO 
SALES 

H MIXED 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 

ELECTRONICS TRAINING, THRIFT 
STORE, DONUTS, INSURANCE 

R•1 	RESIDENTIAL 

C•2 	1COMMERCIAL 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not specified) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
% mile 

SITE PLAN 
GEOCON  0 

SECTION 1 
GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT AT THE FORMER 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 
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LEGEND 

SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

A UNOCAL 76 GAS 
STATION 

B AUTOMOTIVE/COMM 
ERCIAL/RETAIL 

CARWASH, OIL CHANGE AND 
TRUCK REPAIR 

C KING ARTHUR'S 
AUTOMOTIVE COURT 

D SCHLEGELMILCH 
TRUCK AND TRAILER 
RENTAL 

LARGE UNTIDY YARD WITH DRUMS 
AND DEBRIS, 	POSSIBLE 
ENCROACHMENT ON RIGHT-OF-
WAY 

E LAUREL SCHOOL 

F ADJACENT WEST 
LANDSCAPING 

G AIR CONDITIONING 
REPAIR 

H FUEL AND GAS 
STATION 

13940 LAMBERT 5 55-GALLON 
DRUMS LABELED "WASTE" 
LOCATED ON-SITE 

I VACANT LOT 

J 13708 DITTMAR DR. REFUSE PILE ON RIGHT-OF-WAY 

R-1 RESIDENTIAL 

C•2 COMMERCIAL 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not spedfied) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
mile 

SITE PLAN 
GEOCON SECTION 2 
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SITE PLAN 
GEOCON  0 SECTION 3 
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Q 	RICKER MOTORS AUTO SALES 
R-1,2,3,4 RESIDENTIAL  

MANUFACTURING 
C-2 	COMMERCIAL Approximate Scale 15000 	tI 

—2 

4,74147.144 

irm  R-2 

R-2 

Bincl 

R-2 4 ft 

WALNUT i  

II VC 

OFF-SITE LOCATION 
PLUMBING/INDUSTRIAL 
AUTO WRECKING/VACANT LOT 
BUSINESS PARK 
AUTO REPAIR 
AUTO INSPECTOR SHOP 
COMMERCIAL COOLING 
KING RICHARD'S  
ANTIQUE CENTER  
WHITTIER AUTO CENTER  
VACANT LOT  
MAR VISTA MOULDING CO 

1 

0 
	

% mile 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not spedfied) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

SITE PLAN 
GEOCON  0 
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LEGEND 
SYMBOL OFF-SITE 	LOCATION 

A 
WHITTIER 	TRANSMISSION 	REPAIR 

B 
WHITTIER WRECKING 	COMPANY 

C 
DURAND 	CONSTRUCTION 	AND 	VEHICLE 
STORAGE YARD 

AND BOAT 

D 
MISCELLANEOUS 	DEBRIS.DUMPING 	N/A 
GALLON 	DRUMS 

FEW 55- 

E 
APPARENT STANDING 	OIL ON 	ASPHALT 

F 
COO L-A-C 0 0 

G 
REYNALOD'S 	MEXICAN 	FOOD 

ti 
CITY 	YARD 

I 
BOB AND DAVES TOWING 

J 
WHITTIER 	HIGH 	SCHOOL 

K 
CHAMPION 	PERFORMANCE 

L 
SELF 	STORAGE 

M 
EL AIR 	AUTO 	BODY 

R-1,2,4 
RESIDENTIAL 

C-2,3 
COMMERCIAL 

Approximate Scale 15000 
Y. mile 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not specified) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 
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SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION 

A PALM PARK 

B SCHOOL 

C DENTAL OFFICE 

R - 1 ,4 RESIDENTIAL 

C-2 COMMERCIAL 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
0 
	

% mile 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not spedfied) provided to Geocon by the City of Whither. 
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JLB I I 	DSK / E0000 DATE: 	JUNE 2000 I PROJECT NO. A8050 -06-01  I FIG. 8 



LEGEND 

SYMBOL OFF-SITE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

A CONSTRUCTION 
AREA 

B ORANGE GROVE 
SCHOOL 

USTED IN EDR SUMMARY 

C SCHOOL 
MAINTENANCE YARD 

D VACANT LOT 

R-1,2,3,4 RESIDENTIAL 

R-117500 RURAURESIDENT1AL FARMS, LIVESTOCK, CHICKENS AND 
HORSES 

Approximate Scale 1:5000 
0 

Reference: Figure modified from the Union Pacific Railroad Site Map 
(date not specified) provided to Geocon by the City of Whittier. 

% mile 
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GEOTECHNICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS  

Proposal No. LA-99-094 
November 22, 1999 

Kirk Trost, Esq. 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost 
428 J Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, California 95814-2394 

Subject: 	GREENWAY TRAIL PROJECT 
FORMER UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROPERTY 
WHITHER, CALIFORNIA 
PROPOSAL FOR PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 

Dear Mr. Trost: 

Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. is pleased to submit this Proposal to provide a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment for the Greenway Trail Project at the former Union Pacific Railroad 
property. This Proposal was prepared in response to Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost's Request for Proposal 
(REP) dated October 27, 1999. 

Geocon acknowledges the receipt of all addenda issued by the City of Whittier and has reviewed the 
insurance requirements. Geocon acknowledges that the proposal will remain in effect for a period of 120 
days after the deadline for receipt of the proposal. 

Geocon Contact Person: 

Mr. Robin Ferber 
Senior Managing Geologist 
Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
624 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2900 
Los Angeles, California 90017-3330 

Tel 213.538.1282 
Fax 213.538.1283 
Email rferber@ix.netcom.com  

Geocon Person with Authority to Bind: 

John E. Juhrend, PE, CEG 
Principal 
Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
11375 Sunrise Park Drive, Suite 100 
Rancho Cordova, California 95742 

The Legal Form of the Firm: 
California Corporation 

624 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2900 3 Los Angeles, CA 90017 2 Telephone (213) 538-1282 3 Fax (213) 538-1283 



=̀-Jtihn E. Juhrend, PE, CEG, 

ZPrincipal 
Robin Ferb4 RG, REA 
Senior Managing Geologist 

RF:JEJ:lcrc 

(4) Addressee 

Geocon is submitting four copies of the proposal for your review. Future correspondence concerning the 
contents of the proposal should be addressed to Mr. Robin Ferber at the address and telephone number 
listed above. 

Geocon appreciates the opportunity to submit this proposal to provide the requested services. We are 
committed to perform all assignments on a first priority basis and exceed the City's expectations under 
the contract. 

Sincerely, 

GEOCON ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC. 
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PROPOSAL FOR PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

1.0 PROJECT UNDERSTANDING 

Geocon Environmental Consultants, Inc. understands that the requested scope of services includes 
performing a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) in connection with the acquisition of 
approximately 5.2 miles of abandoned Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) property (Site) within the 
City of Whittier, California. 

We understand that the Site was constructed in the early part of this century as a UPRR line and has 
recently been abandoned. The Site has been approved for negotiation for trail use purposes by the 
Surface Transportation Board. The rail corridor ranges in width from 40 to 80 feet, with the widest 
point of 175 feet at the former station grounds near Philadelphia Street and is approximately 5.2 
miles long in a northwest to southeast orientation. The corridor contains approximately 38.35 acres 
and is located in residential and commercial/light industrial areas within the City of Whittier. 

Geocon personnel observed the Site on November 18, 1999 from adjacent public thoroughfares. 
With the exception of areas where railroad tracks were present, one old railroad building observed 
near Philadelphia Avenue, several small structures apparently containing railroad crossing 
equipment, and bridges that crossed major streets, no structures or evidence of active rail use were 
observed on the Site. Most portions of the Site are bordered by residential and/or commercial 
developments. Some evidence of light-industrial land use was noted along the north central portion 
of the Site. 

Based on our observations, apparent land use, major thoroughfare intersections, and for the purpose 
of clarity in the report, Geocon proposes to segment the Site into seven roughly equal sections 
(Sections 1 through 7). These sections will be defined by the presence of major thoroughfares 
crossing the Site. All information obtained regarding the Site will be described within the parameters 
of these segments, except where general information, such as regional geology and groundwater 
quality information, applies to the entire Site. 

Geocon proposes to perform the site reconnaissance portion of the ESA by use of off-road 
(mountain) bicycles, as the Site is not accessible from public thoroughfares at all points and 
vegetation and other debris appear to preclude the use of vehicles at portions of the Site. 

Consultants Role 

Geocon perceives its role as Consultant as one of obtaining and communicating pertinent information 
related to the current and historical environmental condition of the Site and surrounding areas to the 
City of Whittier. One of our major responsibilities will be to evaluate for the presence of recognized 
environmental conditions in soil and/or groundwater beneath the Site. 

If evidence of recognized environmental conditions are identified at the Site, Geocon would propose an 
additional investigation (Phase II) and if necessary, remediation (Phase III) of the impacted areas. This 
information will be presented to the City of Whittier in such a manner to allow the City of Whittier to 
evaluate the highest and best use of the property and to minimize any health risks to workers and other 
personnel, and to the public and community at large. Geocon will retain subcontractors to provide 
database (Environmental Data Resources) and historical information (Whittier College, Fairchild Aerial 
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Photo Collection and Continental Aerial Photo, Inc.) pertinent to the evaluation of the environmental 
condition of the site. Personnel at the City of Whittier will be contacted and interviewed to provide 
information regarding historical land use at and in the area of the Site. 

Detailed maps, identifying the above-referenced seven sections, will identify general land uses along 
the corridor and the locations of recognized environmental conditions, if present, that may impact the 
planned land use at the Site. Global positioning systems equipment will be utilized for accurate location 
of observed features. 
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2.0 PROJECT STAFFING AND EXPERIENCE 

Project Team 

Geocon has committed our best due diligence professionals to the successful completion of the City 
of Whittier's Greenway Trail Project. Our staff and key subcontractors have been identified on the 
attached Project Organization Chart presented in Appendix A. 

Robin Ferber — Project Manager and Client Liaison 

Mr. Robin Ferber, Senior Managing Geologist of our Los Angeles office, will be the Project 
Manager and Client Liaison for the Greenway Trail Project. Mr. Ferber has conducted and/or 
managed over 400 Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments throughout southern California 
since 1987 and is experienced in evaluating small and large properties (including corridor studies) 
for the presence of recognized environmental conditions. Mr. Ferber's strength is in finding 
practical, timely, and cost effective solutions in dealing with environmentally impaired properties so 
that the City of Whittier's ultimate proposed land use can be achieved. 

Mr. Ferber currently oversees all Phase I and II ESAs conducted in Geocon's Los Angeles office. 
For relevant experience to the 'Whittier Greenway Trail Project, Mr. Ferber was Project Manager for 
a Phase I ESA conducted along several miles of Mission Gorge Road as well as several other 
adjacent thoroughfares in San Diego, California. The ESA included areas developed for both 
residential and commercial purposes and involved evaluating environmental impacts associated with 
the realignment of a main sewer line. During 1999, Mr. Ferber worked on two projects (for Trammel 
Crow and the LA Unified School District) involving abandoned and active railroad spurs in the 
greater Los Angeles area. Mr. Ferber has conducted professional lectures in the State of California 
and Hawaii regarding due diligence issues including the ASTM Standards for conducting Phase I 
and II ESAs. 

Mr. Ferber is currently Project Manager for the Los Angeles Unified School District (District), 
Environmental Health and Safety Branch's soil and groundwater investigations at the Jefferson New 
Middle School (Jefferson), a project that has been ongoing since June 1999. The Jefferson project 
involves evaluating soil and groundwater at the Jefferson school and an adjacent former industrial 
property for the potential presence of recognized environmental conditions that could impact the 
students, school employees, and the general public. Mr. Ferber's work involves coordination with 
the District, regulatory agencies, District attorneys, and the general public to ensure that the 
objectives of the District are achieved. 

John E. Juhrend, PE, CEG, OA/OC Technical Reviewer 

Mr. John Juh.rend will be the QA/QC Technical Reviewer for the Greenway Trail Project. Mr. Juhrend 
has managed the performance of numerous Phase I ESAs in the greater Sacramento area for railroad 
and highway alignments, and industrial, commercial, and agricultural properties. Mr. Juhrend was the 
project manager for the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor project which included Phase I 
and II assessments of over 50 miles of former Southern Pacific Railroad right of way (ROW) for a 
multi-agency Joint Powers Authority (WA) including Sacramento Regional Transit. Mr. Juhrend has 
further managed four multi-million dollar, task order delivery environmental site assessment and 
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investigation contracts for the State of California Department of Transportation. These contracts have 
included Phase I and II ESA studies of relatively long highway corridor ROW acquisition projects. 

Robin M. Blanchard — Site Reconnaissance and Historical Review 

Ms. Blanchard performs project coordination and management of Phase I and II ESAs, technical 
research, large-scale project management, and groundwater monitoring and soil and groundwater 
investigations. Ms. Blanchard has over eight years experience performing such work with Geocon and a 
former employer and has performed over 300 such projects including compliance assessments, 
materials sampling (lead, asbestos, radon, soil, vapor, water, groundwater), large scale and Superfund 
site management, general consultation, technical editing and document production, and data 
management. Ms. Blanchard assisted on portions of a Phase I ESA for the Alameda Corridor in Los 
Angeles for Caltrans and has performed numerous Phase I ESA's for oil fields throughout California. 

Curtis Welty — Site Reconnaissance; Hazardous Conditions Assessment 

Mr. Welty will conduct the site reconnaissance and perform a Hazardous Conditions Assessment for 
the Greenway Trail Project. Mr. Welty has over 23 years of experience providing geologic and 
hydrogeologic including the preparation and management of Phase I and Phase II site assessments; 
Brownfields assessments, petroleum release and underground storage tank (UST) assessments and 
cleanups. Most recently Mr. Welty managed the Phase I and II site assessments for the acquisition of 
the abandoned Norfolk Southern rail right-of-way through downtown Charlotte, North Carolina prior 
to the City's purchase of this property. Mr. Welty encountered a variety of adjacent properties of 
concern during the assessment including a lead smelter, a manufactured gas plant and several 
machine manufacturers with chlorinated solvent releases. 

Karen Gale — Standard Environmental Records Review and Interviews 

Karen Gale will be responsible for conducting a standard environmental records review and 
interviews for the Greenway Trail Project. Ms. Gale has been responsible for managing and 
conducting Phase I and Phase II ESAs and performing site characterization activities and conducting 
site remediation projects. Duties include building inspections, historical research, regulatory file 
reviews, soil and groundwater sampling, field activities associated with drilling, .supervising 
remediation field activities, and preparing the associated reports. Additional responsibilities include 
preparing work plans, cost estimates, and reviewing project budgets. 

Curriculum Vitae 

Curriculum vitae documenting relevant professional and educational experience for the Geocon 
personnel committed to the Greenway Trail Project are presented in Appendix B. 

Firm Experience 

Geocon has successfully completed hundreds of Phase I ESAs including studies for transportation 
corridors, existing and abandoned railroad spurs, commercial, industrial, agricultural, and residential 
properties. We conducted two projects in Los Angeles County in 1999 involving abandoned railroad 
spurs. 
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Typical environmental impacts associated with former railroad alignments include hazardous 
materials spill and staging sites, oils used for dust suppression (sometimes PCB-based), fueling and 
chemical loading areas, creosote-impregnated railroad ties, pesticides and herbicides, and heavy 
metals. Geocon has experience in investigating and remediating environmental impacts associated 
with former railroad alignments. 

The following presents a summary of recently completed representative ESA projects performed by 
Geocon personnel designated for the Whittier Greenway Trail Project. 

Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor 

Geocon completed Phase I and II ESA studies of a 53.3-mile former Southern Pacific railroad 
alignment for the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor JPA. The results of the Phase I ESA 
study determined the potential presence of environmental site impacts resulting from former refueling 
facilities, encroachment of adjacent facilities, surface drainage and spillage, illegal dumping, and 
historical railroad operations dating to the mid-1850s. A Phase 1:1 site investigation was developed and 
implemented by Geocon to confirm or refute the identified potential site impacts. The Phase II ESA 
included the performance of soil and groundwater sampling and asbestos surveys of existing structures. 
The results of the Phase II study provided the basis for negotiations between the WA and Union Pacific 
to complete required site remediation during and after ownership transfer. Union Pacific is currently 
completing Phase III remedial efforts. 

Former Loomis Depot, Loomis, California 

Geocon performed Phase I and II ESAs on the former UPRR Loomis Depot located near the 
intersection of Taylor and Horseshoe Bar Roads in Loomis, California. The Town of Loomis 
received a grant to purchase the property for a potential Park and Ride facility. Geocon performed 
the ESA to provide information regarding the potential for existing hazardous materials/waste 
impacts to the site prior to purchase. 

The Loomis Depot site consists of 2.25 acres and includes the former depot building, track siding, 
and areas identified as former freestanding buildings within the current parking lot area. The site 
reconnaissance included visual observation of the interior and exterior of the former depot, asbestos 
and lead paint sampling and analysis, historical review of existing aerial maps, and agency 
information regarding known hazardous waste sites/generators in the vicinity of the former depot. 
Geocon conducted interviews with the property owners, local public agencies, local utility 
companies and employees of adjacent companies. The Phase II ESA included soil and groundwater 
sampling to evaluate the potential presence of heavy-metal impacted slag ballast, pesticides, and 
UST related petroleum hydrocarbon impacts. 

Nalco Chemical Plant, Carson, California 

Geocon conducted a Phase I and II ESA for Trammell Crow in a former agricultural field in an 
industrial area located in Carson, California. The agricultural field was surrounded to the north and west 
by active railroad spurs followed by a former pesticide manufacturing plant and a petroleum refinery. 
Review of historical aerial photographs revealed the presence of suspected chemical spill sites along the 
railroad spurs. Based on the history of the site, Geocon performed a statistically based soil investigation 
to evaluate the presence of elevated organochlorine pesticides previously detected in soil onsite. 
Geocon's analysis and interpretation of the chemical test results allowed the property transaction to 
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proceed and the former agricultural property was subsequently developed for commercial use. 

Highway 1 Widening Project 

Geocon completed a Phase I ESA for the Caltrans Highway 1 widening project in Santa Cruz. The 
approximate 15 mile long corridor was proposed to be widened in addition to planned drainage, turning 
lane and sidewalk improvements. The corridor is generally located through a residential and 
commercial district. The results of the Phase I ESA indicated the presence of numerous former and 
existing service station and dry cleaning facilities adjacent to the site. Review of regulatory records 
indicated that several of the service stations were actively monitoring shallow groundwater impacts 
resulting from fuel UST releases. Geocon subsequently developed and implemented a Phase II ESA 
study to determine the lateral extent of co-mingled petroleum hydrocarbon and chlorinated solvent 
groundwater impacts within the existing and proposed state ROW. A geophysical survey was also 
performed to determine the potential presence of abandoned USTs within the State ROW. 
Recommendations were provided to minimize the volume of contaminated soil and groundwater 
generated during the construction operations. 

Interstate 5 Widening Project 

Geocon was retained by Caltrans to conduct a Phase I ESA of approximately seven miles of Interstate 5 
located in Orange and Los Angeles Counties, California. The ESA was performed to estimate the 
potential for existing impacts to the site (i.e., levels of hazardous materials/wastes likely to warrant 
current regulatory mitigation action) from the presence of hazardous materials/wastes on or within the 
vicinity of the site, specifically within and next to the existing and proposed state ROW. A field survey 
was conducted, by way of public thoroughfares, of the subject site focusing on existing and proposed 
ROWs. Observed uses or conditions of the properties adjacent to the to the existing and proposed ROW 
did not suggest the presence of adverse environmental impacts to the subject site with the exception of 
former Southern Pacific railroad ROW and several industrial facilities. The performance of a Phase II 
ESA was recommended to determine the potential presence of environmental impacts. 
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Client References 

Please contact the following references to obtain information regarding the quality and timely 
environmental consulting services provided by Geocon on similar ESA contracts. 

Mr. Neal H. Holdridge, Environmental Manager 
Trammell-Crow, Environmental Asset Services, Inc. 
Los Angeles, CA 
323.720.5375 

Ms. Maureen Daly-Pascoe 
Sacramento Regional Transit District 
Sacramento, CA 
916.321.3848 

Mr. Kirk E. Trost, Esq. 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost 
Sacramento, CA 
916.447.7933 

Ms. Allyne Winderman 
Economic Development and Housing Manager 
Community Development Department 
City of West Hollywood 
West Hollywood, CA 
323.848.6418 

Mr. Allen Baradar 
Caltrans Environmental Toll Bridge Section 
Oakland, CA 
510.286.5636 

Mr. Len Robinson 
River City Petroleum 
West Sacramento, CA 
916.371.4960 

Mr. Spencer Short 
Town of Loomis 
Loomis, CA 
916.652.1840 
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Client References for Mr. Robin Ferber — Project Manager 

Mr. Neal H. Holdridge, Environmental Manager 
Trammell-Crow, Environmental Asset Services, Inc. 
Los Angeles, California 
323.720.5375 

Ms. Allyne Winderman 
Economic Development and Housing Manager 
Community Development Department 
City of West Hollywood 
West Hollywood, CA 
323.848.6418 

John Harris, Esq. 
Richards Watson & Gershon 
Los Angeles, CA 
213.626.8484 

Wayne Avrashow, Esq. 
The Law Office of Wayne Avrashow 
Encino, California 
818.995.1100 
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3.0 PROJECT WORK PLAN 

As requested in the Project Scope provided by the City of Whittier, Geocon proposes to conduct a 
Phase I ESA in general accordance with in American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) E 
1527-97 (Phase I ESA Standard). 

Geocon will perform a site reconnaissance and preliminary research to estimate the potential for 
existing impacts to the Site (i.e., levels of hazardous materials/wastes likely to warrant mitigation action 
pursuant to current regulatory guidelines) from the presence of hazardous materials/wastes on or within 
the vicinity of the Site. 

As discussed, the Site will be divided into seven approximately equal sections, defined by the presence 
of major public thoroughfares which cross the Site. The seven sections are identified as follows, 
beginning from the southernmost point of the Site: 

Section 1 
Section 2 
Section 3 
Section 4 
Section 5 
Section 6 
Section 7 

From the southern terminus of the Site, below Mills Avenue, to Calmada Avenue; 
Calmada Avenue to Painter Avenue; 
Painter Avenue to Whittier/Washington Boulevards; 
Whittier/Washington Boulevards to Philadelphia Street; 
Philadelphia Street to Broadway Avenue; 
Broadway Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard; and 
Norwalk Boulevard to the northern terminus of the Site. 

Figure 1 displays the seven sections of the rail corridor proposed by Geocon. 

The guidelines used for the definition of hazardous materials/wastes are referenced in the California 
Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5. The proposed scope of services for the Phase I ESA 
is as follows: 

• Perform a reconnaissance of the Site to assess for the presence, or make visual observations of 
indicators of the potential existing presence of hazardous materials, hazardous wastes, or soil 
and/or groundwater impacts on the Site. These indicators include, but are not limited to, evidence 
of spills (i.e., discolored surface soils), 55-gallon drums, underground and above-ground storage 
tanks, chemical containers, waste storage and disposal areas, industrial facilities, electrical 
transformers that may contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's), and areas conspicuously 
absent of vegetation. The City of Whittier would be responsible for providing Geocon with a site 
plan clearly depicting the Site boundaries. 

• Geocon shall enter into a right-of-entry agreement directly with the UPRR and pay all required 
fees. As indicated in a November 12, 199 letter from Kirk E. Trost, Esq., the cost for the executed 
Railroad ROW will be reimbursed by the City of Whittier as an extra direct cost. Geocon will 
obtain and maintain the insurance required for the Railroad's right-of-entry and comply with the 
terms of the agreement. Geocon has reviewed the sample right-of-entry agreement provided in 
Attachment 6 to Exhibit D of the Hyde, Miller, Owen and Trost's October 1999 Request for 
Proposal. If access is unavailable to any portions of the subject property, Geocon's ability to 
complete the assessment described herein may be hindered. Provisions for a survey of wetlands, 
earthquake faults, asbestos, lead-based paint, lead in drinking water, radon gas, and methane gas are 
not provided in this scope of services. 
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Geocon proposes to perform the site reconnaissance largely thorough the use of off-road 
(mountain) bicycles, as much of the Site is not accessible with standard motorized vehicles. We 
believe the use of mountain bikes during the site reconnaissance will allow for careful scrutiny of 
the Site and promote safety during the crossing of public thoroughfares. In our opinion the use of 
SUVs or four-wheel vehicles will present potential traffic hazards because of the many busy 
thoroughfares that transect the Site. 

Ms. Robin M. Blanchard, Project Environmental Scientist and Mr. Curtis Welty, Senior Geologist 
will be responsible for conducting and compiling information observed during the site 
reconnaissance. Mr. Robin Ferber, Project Manager will visit the Site to observe areas where 
recognized environmental conditions (if present) are noted by Mr. Welty and Ms. Blanchard. 

Mapping of observed features will be performed during the site reconnaissance. Geocon will utilize 
a Trimble® Pathfinder Pro XRSTm portable GPS data collection unit to identify the specific 
geographic location of potential recognized environmental conditions and features of importance 
(e.g., refuse piles of unknown origin) that may have an impact on the future development of the 
Site. The GPS system utilizes signals from up to eight available satellites to locate points with sub-
meter accuracy. The information obtained by the GPS unit in the field is subsequently real-time, 
differentially corrected and displayed in several available coordinate systems. Geocon will provide 
seven (7) detailed maps correlating to the above-described seven Site sections. In addition, digital 
photographs will be taken of areas where recognized environmental conditions are observed. 

• Perform a visual survey of the adjacent properties from the subject property and from public 
thoroughfares to observe general types of surrounding land use. Digital photographs will be taken 
of adjacent properties if hazardous materials observed are noted that could impact the Site. 

• Review the Standard Environmental Records Sources: Federal and State referenced ASTM 
Designation E 1527-97 Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment Process to obtain information regarding the potential presence of 
hazardous materials/wastes on the Site or on properties located within the approximate minimum 
search distance specified for each source. 

• Review reasonably ascertainable regulatory agency files for the Site and/or properties in the 
vicinity of the Site whose environmental conditions might potentially impact the subject Site. 

• Review California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil and Gas Field Maps to obtain 
information regarding the potential presence of oil and/or gas wells on the subject Site or on 
adjacent properties. 

• Contact local public agencies by telephone or in writing to obtain readily ascertainable 
information regarding underground storage tank permits, building permits, agriculture-related 
permits and violations, air emission permits and violations, source of water and method of 
sewage disposal, location and depth of nearest drinking water wells, and electrical transformers. 
The information would be obtained for the subject Site and adjacent properties with the 
exception of building permits, which would be obtained for the subject Site only. The agencies 
contacted may include, but would not be limited to, the fire department, building department, air 
pollution control agency, agriculture department, water and sewer agencies, and gas and/or 
electric utility companies. 
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We understand that information and documents held by the City of Whittier will be provided for 
our review. We further anticipate that due to the lack of Site addresses, limited information will 
be available regarding the Site from public agencies and the bulk of regulatory and agency 
information regarding the Site will be obtained from the City of Whittier and UPRR. 

• Review and interpret reasonably ascertainable aerial photographs from Continental Aerial Photo, 
Inc. of Los Alamitos, and from the Whittier College Fairchild Collection to obtain information 
concerning the history of the Site and adjacent properties. 

• Review historical railroad ROW and track maps at the California State Library. 

• Review historical Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for the Site. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
would be reviewed to obtain information concerning the historical uses of the Site and the 
potential presence of underground storage tanks or other significant features on the Site. 

• Review pertinent and reasonably ascertainable information sources to evaluate physiographic, 
geologic, and hydrogeologic conditions in the vicinity of the Site. The review would not include 
or address earthquake faults on the subject Site or in the Site vicinity. 

• Review documents and information provided by the City of Whither. Potentially useful 
documents may include geotechnical, geologic, and environmental reports; site plans; plot plans; 
tenant lists; and correspondence with regulatory agencies. We understand that the City of 
Whittier will provide the following documents/information: 

D UPRR valuation maps showing track and ROW 

D Current City of Whittier land use and zoning maps 

D All information available form City of Whittier staff concerning historical uses of the Site 
and the hazardous materials on the Site 

D Names and contacts with UPRR 

• Review and interpret U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps to obtain information 
relative to the topography and physical setting of the Site, and previous development and uses of 
the Site and properties within approximately Its mile of the subject Site. 

• Review recorded land title records for the Site to attempt to identify past or present property 
owners whose name (i.e., XYZ Chemical Corporation) implies that those entities may have used, 
generated, stored, or disposed of hazardous materials/wastes on-site. Title information dating 
back at least 50 years would be obtained from a title company by the City of Whittier at the City 
of Whittier's discretion and expense. 

• Conduct interviews by telephone or in writing with present and past tenants/owners of the 
subject Site to evaluate if present or past occupants have used, generated, stored, or disposed of 
hazardous materials/wastes on-site. The names and telephone numbers of the contacts for the 
above interviews are to be provided by the City of Whittier. 
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• Prepare draft and final reports summarizing the findings of the ESA. The report would 
qualitatively describe the potential for environmental impairment of the Site. Two (2) copies of 
the draft report, clearly marked confidential, will be submitted to the Kirk E. Trost, Esq. of 
Hyde, Miller, Owen & Trost (HMO&T), 428 J Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA, 95814-2394 
for review. After receipt of comments from the City of Whittier, Geocon will deliver three (3) 
copies of the final report, clearly marked confidential, to Kirk E. Trost, Esq. of HMO&T. 

• If necessary, Geocon will also provide recommendations for additional environmental services 
(i.e., a Phase II investigation) based on the findings of the Phase I ESA. Preparation of these 
recommendations is not included in this scope of work but will be billed on a time and materials 
basis, in accordance with our Schedule of Charges. 

Information to be provided by City of Whittier 

Geocon assumes the City of Whittier will provide the following information (if available): 

• Historical Aerial Photographs of the Site — Specifically, photographic surveys of the Site 
sanctioned by the City of Whittier that may complement aerial photographs observed at 
Continental Aerial Photos, Inc and at the Fairchild Collection. 

• Geocon requests the use of a photocopier and an adjacent table where historical permits and 
information obtained from the City of Whittier can be staged for subsequent copying. 

• Geocon requests access to public utility information that may indicate if any subsurface fuel 
hydrocarbon or chemical pipelines parallel the rail corridor. 

• Any information regarding impacts to the rail corridor that resulted from the October 1987 
Whittier Earthquake. 

• Any detailed maps of the Site corridor including aerial photographic topographic surveys. 

• Guarantee of Title Information - Because of the uncertainty regarding the cost of acquiring Title 
information, Geocon assumes the City of Whittier will either provide this information or make 
provisions to compensate Geocon for acquisition of Title information. 

• Geocon requests a list of personnel (with phone numbers) from the City of Whittier that may be 
familiar with the history of the Site. 

Presented below is a Table summarizing the proportionate number of hours for Geocon to complete 
the scope of services. 
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TABLE 1 — PROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF LABOR HOURS FOR GEOCON STAFF 

PERSONNEL CLASSIFICATION TASK HOURS 

- 

Robin M. Blanchard Project Environmental 
Scientist 

Site and Surrounding Area 
Reconnaissance and Interviews 12 
Historic Land Use 
(Aerial Photos and Historical 
Maps) 

12 

Report Writing 12 
Curtis Welty Senior Geologist Site Reconnaissance 6 
Robin J. Ferber Project Manager Site Reconnaissance 2 
Karen M. Gale Regulatory, Private Owner and 

Public Agency Records Review 18 
Topography, Geologic, and 
Hydrogeologic Conditions 4 

Technical Illustration, Draft and 
Final Report Writing and Map 
Production 

30 

Robin J. Ferber Project Manager Senior Review of Draft and Final 
Reports 

8 

John Juhrend QA/QC Technical 
Reviewer 

QA/QC Technical Review of 
Draft and Final Reports 

4 

TOTAL GEOCON HOURS 108 

Note: Personnel from firms other than Geocon will not be used. Subcontractors to be used will provide public 
agency database and historical documentation for Geocon's review. 
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4.0 PRICE PROPOSAL 

Geocon will perform the Scope of Services on a cost plus fixed fee basis in accordance with our 
1999 Schedule of Fees for Environmental Services (attached). The estimated not-to-exceed cost to 
complete this project is $8,966.00. As requested, a breakdown of the project budget, by task, is 
provided below: 

TABLE 2: COST, LABOR HOURS AND HOURLY RATES 

FIRM PERSONNEL TASK 

, 

HOURS RATE COST ($) 

GEOCON Robin M. 
Blanchard 

Site and Surrounding Area 
Reconnaissance and Interviews 

12 $67 $804 

Historic Land Use 
(Aerial Photos and Historical 

Maps) 

12 $67 $804 

Report Writing 12 $67 $804 
Curtis Welty Site Reconnaissance 6 $87 $522 
Robin Ferber Site Reconnaissance 2 $97 $194 
Karen M. Gale Regulatory, Private Owner and 

Public Agency Records Review 
18 $67 $1,206 

Topography, Geologic, and 
Hydrogeologic Conditions 

4 $67 $268 

Technical Illustration 12 $47 $564 
Report Writing and Map 

Production 
18 $67 $1,206 

Robin J. Ferber Senior Review 8 $97 $776 
John Juhrend QA/QC Technical Reviewer 4 $107 $428 
Geocon 	GPS Equipment, travel, copying, 
Expenses 	 report production 

- - $360 

Environmental Database Search 
and Selected Sanborn Fire 

EDR, Inc. 	 Insurance Maps (other Sanborn 
maps will be obtained from the 

City of Los Angeles Public 
Library) 

- - $700 

Continental 	 Historical Aerial Photo Search and 
Aerial Photo, Inc. 	 Office Visit 

- - $230 

Historical Aerial Photo Search 
Whittier College 	 (Fairchild Collection) and Office 

Visit 
- - $100 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $8,966 

1 
1 
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5.0 TIME SCHEDULE 

Geocon anticipates that the above scope of work will require from five to six weeks to complete, 
including submittal of two draft reports and incorporation of the City of Whittier's comments into a 
final report (three copies). This assumes the UPRR right-of-entry agreement can be obtained within one 
week after communicating with the UPRR point-of-contact. A breakdown of the proposed schedule 
elements is provided below: 

TASK ESTIMATED SCHEDULE 

Obtain LTPRR Right-of-Entry Agreement 1 week 

Conduct Site Reconnaissance 

2 weeks 

Conduct Review of Information Provided by City 
Interview City of Whittier Personnel 

Conduct Analysis of Database Information 
Provided by EDR 

Review Historical Aerial Photographs and 
Sanborn Maps 

Contact Regulatory Agencies 

Prepare Draft Report (2 copies) 1-2 weeks 

Prepare Final Report (3 copies) 1 week 

TOTAL ESTIMATED SCHEDULE , 5-6 WEEKS 
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Robin Ferber 
Managing Geologist 

Education 

• University of Southwestern 
Louisiana 
— Master of Science, Geology, 

1985 
• State University of New York at 

Potsdam 
— Bachelor of Arts, Biology, 

1974 

Professional Registrations 
• Registered Geologist, CA 

• Registered Environmental 
Assessor, CA 

Professional Organizations 

• California Environmental Bar — 
Non-Bar Member 

• Professional Environmental 
Marketing Association — 
Director at Large 

• California Independent 
Petroleum Association - member 

Mr. Ferber has a key role in the daily operation of Geocon's Los 
Angeles office. With over 17 years experience in the 
Environmental and Petroleum Industries, he is very familiar 
with the geologic conditions and environmental issues 
throughout California. Mr. Ferber has conducted and/or served 
as Project Manager for over 400 Phase I and H Environmental 
Site Assessments, using a statistical approach, throughout 
Southern California and Hawaii over the last 12 years. 

Mission Gorge Road, Sewer Realignment Project, San Diego, 
California. Mr. Ferber served as Project Manager for a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment conducted along an 
approximately 2 mile-long corridor in the Grantville and Allied 
Gardens areas of San Diego. Mr. Ferber was responsible for the 
identification of area of potential environmental concern that 
could have had a significant financial and scheduling impact on 
the City's realignment plans. 

Union Pacific Realty Company, Carlsbad Research Center, 
Carlsbad, California. Mr. Ferber served as Project Manager for 
a Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment conducted at the 
proposed location of a future commercial park. Two illegal 
refuse sites were noted onsite during the Phase I ESA. A Phase 
II soil investigation revealed the presence of elevated 
organochlorine pesticides throughout soil in the refuse areas. 
Upon the approval of the local regulatory agency, pesticide-
impacted soils exceeding regulatory thresholds were removed 
from the site and disposed of properly. 

City of West Hollywood, La Brea Gateway Center, West 
Hollywood, California. Mr. Ferber served as Project Manager 
for a Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment on a mixed 
industrial property located southwest of La Brea Avenue and 
Santa Monica Boulevard. Mr. Ferber's investigation revealed 
the presence of at least three previously unidentified 
underground storage tanks, petroleum fuel piping, and elevated 
total lead levels in shallow soil. The City of West Hollywood 
recently acquired a federal Brownfields grant to remediate and 
redevelop the site for combined commerciaUresidential land use. 

Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles, California. 
Mr. Ferber is currently Project Manager for the Los Angeles 
Unified School District (District), Environmental Health and 
Safety Branch's soil and groundwater investigations at the 
Jefferson New Middle School (Jefferson), a project that has been 
ongoing since June 1999. The Jefferson project involves 
evaluating soil and groundwater at the Jefferson school and an 
adjacent former industrial property for the potential presence of 
recognized environmental conditions that could impact the 
students, school employees, and the general public. Mr. Ferber's 
work involves coordination with the District, regulatory 
agencies, District attorneys, and the general public to ensure that 
the objectives of the District are achieved. 
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Mr. Juhrend's fifteen plus year career with Geocon has spanned 
the ranks from engineering field technician to President of 
Geocon's Environmental Engineering Division. His academic 
and experience background uniquely qualifies him to manage 
California's fastest growing geoenvironmental consulting firm. 
Based in Sacramento, Mr. Juhrend's professional 
responsibilities include staffing, technical and financial 
management of Geocon's Northern California and Nevada 
consulting practice. He currently manages environmental site 
investigations and remedial design studies for underground 
storage tank and hazardous waste sites and negotiates site 
closures with Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board. 

Caltrans Hazardous Waste Statewide Contracts. Over the 
last five years, Mr. Juhrend has been responsible for the 
procurement and technical oversight of six Caltrans statewide 
consulting and construction contracts with total revenues 
approaching $20,000,000. Services provided under these 
contracts include initial site assessments, hazardous waste site 
investigations, remedial engineering system evaluation and 
design, on-call site response, and underground/aboveground 
storage tank contracting services. 

Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor. Mr. 
Juhrend managed environmental assessment studies of the 55- 
mile long Union Pacific railroad alignment located between 
Sacramento and Placerville, California for a multi-public agency 
Joint Power Authority. The results of an initial site assessment 
performed by Geocon determined the presence of environmental 
site impacts resulting from historical railroad operations dating 
back to the mid-1850s. A fast tracked site investigation was 
developed and implemented by Mr. Juhrend to confirm the extent 
of the identified site impacts. The results of the Geocon 
assessment studies provided the basis for negotiations between 
the Joint Power Authority and Union Pacific to complete required 
site remediation during and after ownership transfer. 

Benicia-Martinez Bridge, Soil Management Plan. Mr. Juhrend 
managed the preparation of a soil management plan for seismic 
retrofit activities at the Benicia-Martinez Bridge. The purpose of 
the plans was to ensure that soil excavated from pier footings 
which was impacted by metals or petroleum hydrocarbons was 
handled, stockpiled, and disposed of in accordance with federal, 
state, and local regulations. The Soil Management Plan included a 
summary of previous investigations, soil management objectives, 
and criteria for determining the waste classification of excavated 
materials, and soil excavation, stockpiling and profiling methods. 

John E. Juhrend 
Principal 

Education 

• University of California, Davis 
Davis, California 

Masters of Science, Civil 
Engineering, 1990 
Certificate in Site 
Assessment and 
Remediation, 1998 

• San Diego State University 
San Diego, California 

Bachelors of Science, 
Engineering Geology 1983 

• Institute for Professional Practice 
Certificate in Professional 
Practice, 1991 

Professional Registrations 
• Professional Engineer, CA 
• Certified Engineering Geologist, 

CA 
• Registered Geologist, CA 
• Registered Environmental 

Assessor Class I and II, CA 
• Professional Engineer, NV 

• Certified Environmental 
Manager, NV 
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Robin M. Blanchard 
Project Environmental Scientist 

Ms. Blanchard has over eight years' of experience performing and 
managing Phase I and II Environmental Assessments and 
Investigations. Projects have also included compliance assessments, 
materials sampling (lead, asbestos, radon, soil, vapor, tap water, 
groundwater), large scale and Superfund site management, technical 
editing, document production, data management, QAJQC, project 
staff, field and office management since 1987. Ms. Blanchard's 
recent relevant experience includes: 

Alameda 	Corridor, 	Caltrans, 	California. 	Performed 
Environmental Site Assessments for former railroad lines and 
facilities in South Los Angeles to evaluate the highest and best use 
of the properties. The contiguous parcels were divided into 
segments for assessment and combined into a final report. Issues 
included extensive and lengthy historical railroad and industrial use 
both on and offsite, and the presence of numerous Superfund sites 
and other properties under investigation by environmental 
regulatory agencies. 

Various Lease and Fee Parcels located throughout California. 
Performed Comprehensive Environmental Site Assessments and 
Limited Environmental Impact Reviews of over 50 variously sized 
current and former oil and gas fields prior to sale. She performed 
senior review and technical editing of all reports prior to submittal. 
Issues included agricultural and rural residential use, historical 
disposal of hazardous materials as road base, endangered species 
assessments, and extensive review of Unocal documents to evaluate 
the options for sale or redevelopment of the parcels. 

Riverside County Hospital, California. Performed and managed a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Pre-Demolition Asbestos 
Survey, Pre-Demolition Building Demolition and Salvage 
Evaluation for a large, historic, municipal hospital. Assisted the 
County with evaluation of the highest and best use of the property 
and potential liabilities associated with managing or demolishing 
the facility. Performed the work on an accelerated six week 
schedule and presented the information to a review commission. 
Various Medical Facilities in Southern California and 
throughout the United States, Tenet Healthcare Corporation. 
Management and performance of over 250 Phase I and II 
Investigations, including lead paint, lead in water, asbestos and 
radon surveys, compliance audits, decommissioning and 
environmental permit transfers for acute care hospitals, vacant 
parcels, medical clinics, and medical office buildings. 

Education 
Student — Geology, Health 
Science 
• Former: University of 

California, San Diego 

• Current: California State 
University Long Beach 

Professional Registration 

• California REA Application 
Submitted 10/99 

Certifications 

• Cal-OSHA 40-hour 
Hazardous Waste 
Operations #E10069HW40 
(certified 10/94). 

• Cal-OSHA 8-hour 
Hazardous Waste 
Operations Supervisor 
#4902 (certified 11/94) 

• DOT Hazardous Materials 
Transport (DOT HM-126F) 
(certified 10/93) 

• A.H.E.R.A. Accredited 
Building Inspector #02262 
(certified 12/95) 

• A.H.E.R.A.-Accredited 
Contract 
Supervisor/Competent 
Person (certified 12/96) 
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Ms. Gale has five years experience in the environmental field and 
has performed and managed over 100 Phase I and II Environmental 
Site Assessments (ESAs) and site investigations throughout 
southern California. Ms. Gale is proficient in using ASTM Practice 
E 1527-97 for ESAs for commercial, industrial, and residential 
properties. Ms. Gale is experienced in conducting detailed building 
and property inspections, including sampling building materials 
according to AHERA guidelines to determine the presence or 
absence of asbestos-containing materials, testing for lead-based 
paint, and radon gas surveys. Ms. Gale has also had experience 
conducting site characterization and remedial activities for 
contaminated soil and groundwater. Ms. Gale's relevant experience 
includes: 

California United Bank, Whittier, California. Performed and 
managed a Phase I ESA for an aluminum can, paper, and bottle 
recycling business located in Whittier. The assessment included 
reviewing files from the City of Whittier Fire Department for 
information regarding a UST located adjacent to the subject 
property. Based on the findings of the UST file review, a 
subsequent Phase H Environmental Investigation was not required. 

Los Angeles Community College District, Los Angeles, 
California. Performed and managed a Phase I ESA for a former 
paint retail store and an adjacent former service station in Los 
Angeles. Both properties had former USTs. A Phase H 
Environmental Site Investigation was conducted on the paint store 
property to determine if the paint thinner stored in the UST 
impacted the soil. The file review indicated that perched 
groundwater is impacted with hydrocarbons beneath both 
properties, even though the former service station property was 
granted closure by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

Trammell Crow So. Cal. Properties Inc., Lake Forest, 
California. Performed and managed a Phase I ESA for a vacant 
property approximately 32-acres in size. Agency information for the 
property was requested using the site description, as an address had 
not been assigned to the property. 

Nations Bank of Texas, Van Nuys, California. Performed and 
managed a Phase I ESA for two apartment buildings located in Van 
Nuys. The apartment buildings were located adjacent to a railroad 
track. The file review process included requesting information from 
the railroad company to determine if any spills had occurred along 
the tracks in that area. Ms. Gale also conducted an asbestos survey 
and a radon survey as part of the Phase I ESA. 

Karen M. Gale 
Senior Staff Geologist 

Education 
• La Trobe University, 

Australia 
- Honors of Physical 

Science, Geology 
Bachelor of 
Biological Science, 
Geology and Botany 

Certifications 

• Cal-OSHA 40-hour 
Hazardous Waste 
Operations 
#40H012895-38 
(certified 1/95). 

• A.H.E.R.A. Accredited 
Building Inspector # 
RBI-10521 (certified 
1/98) 

Professional 
Organizations 

• South Coast Geological 
Society 

GEOCON 



Curtis M. Welty 
Senior Geologist 

Mr. Welty has over 23 years of experience providing a broad 
range of geologic, petrologic, and hydrogeologic services to 
private, municipal, and government clients. He has managed 
numerous projects nationwide and his experience encompasses 
Phase I and Phase H site assessments; Brownfields assessments 
and cleanups; RCRA, CERCLA, TSCA hazardous substance 
assessments and cleanups; petroleum release and UST 
assessments and cleanups under state regulations; geologic, 
hydrogeologic, and geotechnical siting studies; and water supply 
studies. Mr. Welty's recent experience includes: 

South Transportation Corridor, Phase I and Phase H 
Assessments, City of Charlotte, North Carolina. As part of a 
planned enhancement of public transportation, the City of 
Charlotte wished to acquire the abandoned Norfolk Southern rail 
right-of-way extending approximately three miles south from 
downtown Charlotte through the formerly industrial and 
currently redeveloping Southend neighborhood. Mr. Welty 
managed the Phase I and II assessment of this corridor prior to 
the City's purchase of the property. Adjacent properties of 
concern included a manufactured gas plant, a lead smelter, and 
several machine manufacturers with chlorinated solvent releases. 
The timely completion of these assessments allowed the City to 
understand the costs of redevelopment of the property and to use 
this information in its negotiations with the railroad. 

West Macedonia Brovvnfields Project, Phase I and Phase II 
Assessments, City of High Point, North Carolina. The West 
Macedonia district of High Point is a formerly industrialized 
(furniture and textiles) portion of the City near downtown and is 
deemed ripe for redevelopment. Mr. Welty worked with the City 
under an EPA Brownfields National Pilot Project grant to assess 
these properties for possible environmental deterrents to such 
redevelopment. Project activities included design of a quality 
assurance project plan subject to Region IV EPA approval, an 
area-wide Phase I which identified 12 areas of concern, a Phase 
II that involved soil and ground-water sampling conducted in 
five target areas, preliminary remedial technology screening, and 
cost estimation. 

Hanes Mill Road Landfill, Siting Studies and Permitting, 
City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The City of Winston-
Salem operates one of the largest and busiest landfills in North 
Carolina. For over five years, Mr. Welty managed geologic, 
hydrogeologic, and geotechnical studies related to the operation 
of the current landfill and for its expansion through the next 
twenty years of its life. Tasks included addressing ground-water 
contamination at the older, unlined portion of the landfill, a 
ground penetrating radar study of a portion of waste over which 
a Subtitle D liner was lain (a "piggyback" liner), and 
characterization of the expansion area through detailed geologic 
and hydrogeologic investigations. 

Education 

• University of Colorado 
- Master of Science 

Geology, 1988 

• Ohio State University 
Bachelor of Science 
Geology and Mineralogy, 
1975 

Professional Registrations 
• Licensed Professional Geologist, 

NC 
• Licensed Professional Geologist, 

GA 

Certification 

• OSHA 40-Hour HAZWOPER 
Certificate 

Professional Organizations 

• Geological Society of America 

• International Association of 
Hydrogeologists 

GEOCON 



PROPOSED STUDY AREA SECTIONS 

O South Terminus to Calmada Ave. 

• Calmada Ave. to Painter Ave. 

O Painter Ave. to Whittier Ave. 

O Whittier Ave. to Philadelphia St. 

O Philadelphia St. to Broadway Ave. 

O Broadway Ave. to Norwalk Blvd. 

O Norwalk Blvd. to North Terminus 

Beverly Blvd 

; Whittier 
/ College 

Talexaph Rd 

GEOCON 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS INCORPORATED 

TH 624 SOU 	GRAND AVE - SUITE 2900 - LOS ANGELES. CA  90017 
PHONE 213 530-1292 - FAk 213 538-1293 

Greenway Trail Project 
1/2 City of Whittier, 

California Scale in Miles 

PROPOSED STUDY AREAS SECTIONS 1 -7 
LA-99-094 November 1999 	Figure 1 
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Photograph 1: View of site looking northwest from Mills Avenue. Tracks and ties have been 
removed between Mills and Gunn Avenue. 

Photograph 2: View of site looking northwest from near Gunn Avenue. Businesses on left are 
along Lambert Road. 
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Photograph 3: View of dumping on site behind 14001 Lambert, about 100 yards southeast of 
Calmada. The waste includes a five-gallon, open bucket of waste oil and other refuse. 

Photograph 4: View of site looking northwest from near Calmada Avenue. 
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Photograph 5: View of site looking northwest from near Greenleaf Avenue. Note grade crossing 
gates and switch equipment enclosure. 

Photograph 6: View of slag ballast as the site rises on a fill embankment as it approaches its 
elevated crossing at Whittier Boulevard and Santa Fe Springs Road. 
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Photograph 7: Detail of slag ballast shown in Photograph 6. The dark, heavy, glassy slag that is 
rare elsewhere on the site predominates here. 

Photograph 8: View of site looking northwest from between Santa Fe Springs Road and Mar 
Vista Street. 
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Photograph 9: View of black, vesicular, relatively lightweight slag ballast just south of 
Philadelphia Street. 

Photograph 10: View of site where oil is running on site from Cool-A-Coo at 12025 Hadley 
Street. 
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Photograph 11 : View of site looking northwest from near Palm Avenue. 

Photograph 12: View of site looking northwest at northern end of site where right-of-way joins 
mainline over San Gabriel River. 
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APPENDIX 



GENERAL PLAN 

NOTE. Refeg to rept. 74 

	 DAVID EVANS AND ASSOCIATES. INC. 

crry of WrInSief 

EXHIBIT 7-13 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SITES 

Numbers 1-74 



GENERAL PLAN 

NOTE. Refer to Table 7 -4 

c.A.c(11; DAVID EVANS AND ASSOCIATES,INC. 

Mty at Whtt?ler 

EXHIBIT 7-14 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SITES 

Numbers 75-148 



NOTE Refer to Tabie 7-4 

DAVID EVANS AND AS SOCIATES.INC. 
Cy of Whither 

EXHIBIT 7-15 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SITES 

Numbers 149-215 



1 Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Based on the review of the available records, a number of sites associated with the use of 
hazardous materials and the generation of hazardous wastes have been identified within the 
Whittier area. Table 7-5 provides a list of these sites. Exhibits7-13 through 7-15 show the 
relative location of identified sites. 

TABLE 7-5 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLERS & WASTE SITES 

No. Site Address Source Status 

1 7-Eleven Store 8438 Santa Fe Springs Rd. HWIS 3 

4 7-Eleven Corp 12515 Philadelphia St HW1S 3 

6 AAMCO Transmission 13130 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

8 Al's Rubber Stamp 13211 Whittier Blvd. HWIS TSDF 

9 America Transmission 13422 Lambert Rd. LUST S 

10 American Medical Enterprises 12508 Lambert Rd. LUST S 

11 Zieman Manufacturing Co. 12425 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 

12 Anchor Post Prods Inc. CA 12482 Putnam Dr. HWIS 1 

14 ARCO FAC. #5206 12525 Hadley St. LUST U 

16 ARCO Station #0211 13010 Lambert Road LUST/CORTESE U 

18 Ask Waste Oil 9112 Scrub Ave. HWIS TRANS 

20 Atlantic Richfield Co. Sta 1090 14000 Lambert Rd. HWIS 1 

24 BC Auto Parts & Service 16511 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

25 Ben Niemi Buick , 14365 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 
... 

2 

26 Blower Drive Service 12140 Washington Blvd. HWIS 1 

27 Blu White Linen Cirs hie. 7734 	reui 	deaf Ave. HWIS 1 

28 Board Ford 15265 Whittier Blvd. HWIS/LUST/CORTES 
E 

1,5 

30 Bobs Automotive Center Inc. 12510 Philadelphia St. HWIS 3 

31 Broadway the Whittier 15600 Whittwood Dr. HWIS 3 

32 Broadway Cleaners 8023 Broadway HWIS 1 

34 C & D Inc. Tool & Jig Plating 7635 Baldwin Pl. HWIS 1 

35 Cal-Air Inc. 12484 Whittier Blvd. HWIS TRANS 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

I 	
TABLE 7-5 

HAZARDOUS IVIATERIALS HANDLERS & WASTE SITES 

No. Site Address Source Status 

36 CaIcor Space Facility Inc. 12031 Philadelphia St. HWIS 1 

1 37 California Domestic Water Co. 15505 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 

41 Carcoa Auto Painting 12615 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 

44 World Oil Co. 16360 Whittier Blvd. HWIS/LUST/CORTES 
E 

2 

47 Chevron Oil Facilities 8000 Catalina Ave. LUST/CORTESE Prop A acquisition 

48 Chevron Station #91190 10808 Beverly Blvd. LUST/CORTESE U 

1 
51 Cleaning Store The 15030 Whittier Blvd #2 HWIS 1 

1 53 Covenant Cooperative Enter Inc. I:1 727 Philadelphia St. #C HWIS 3 

54 Craig's Automotive 16017 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 1 

55 Crazy Joe's Repair 12630 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 

57 OCR Transmission Parts 12407 Slauson, Ste B HWIS 3 

59 Discount Tire Or #98 14101 Whittier Blvd. HW1S 3 

60 D N S Auto Body 12130 Washington Blvd. HIVIS 2 

62 Dry Clean for Less 14153 Whittier Blvd #101 A EIWIS 2 

64 East Whittier City School District 14535 Whittier Blvd. LUST/CORTESE S 

65 Eastman Kodak Co. 12100 Rivera Rd. HMS 1 

68 Environmental Graphics Ptg. 8512 Strub Ave. HWIS 3 	Residence 

69 Firestone Store #27FT 15710 La Forge HWIS 3 

74 Gen Telephone of CA/Whittier-2 13119 Whittier Blvd. 1-IWIS 1 

75 Gen Telephone of CA/Whittier-1 11024 First Ave HWIS 1 

76 General Telephone of CaI. 10603 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

79 Guirado Dump Pioneer Rd/Orange Grove 
Ave 

ASPIS PAM 

80 Gunlocke Corporation 12468 Putnam St. LUST/CORTESE S 

81 Halferty & Debeikes Properties 12353 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 1 

82 Harris Oldsmobile Inc. 13617 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 1 

86 J & C Auto Supply 13214 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 

87 3 & R Transmissions 15836 Lambert Rd. 1-1W1S 3 

88 Jiffy Lube #5 14180 Lambert Rd. HWIS 1 

90 Jones Chevrolet 12560 Whittier Blvd. HWIS/LUST/CORTES 
E 

U Clean-up under way 

91 Kings Cleaners 16501 Leffingwell Rd. HMS 3 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

I 	 TABLE 7-5 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLERS & WASTE SITES 

No. Site Address Source Status 

93 L & N Body Repair 12301-1/2 Wardman St. HWIS 1 

Leggett & Platt, Bedline 12352 Whither Blvd. HWIS/LUST/CORTES 
E 

1,U 

100 McAllister Cadillac, Inc. 15311 Whittier Blvd. HWLS 1 

101 McConnell & Jones, Ca. 12504 Whittier BM. HWIS TRANS 

102 McFarland Energy W/2 Sec 22 T2S RI 1W HWIS 1 

107 Mobil Station 10737 Beverly Blvd. LUST U 

108 Mobil Station 15827 Whittier Blvd. LUST/CORTESE 6 

109 Mobil Station 11253 Whittier Blvd. LUST/CORTESE U 

111 
..- 

Mobil Station 15735 Leffmgwell Rd. LUST/CORTESE U 

112 Modine Manufacturing Co 12252 Whittier Blvd. HWIS/CORTESE/ASP 
IS/CERCLIS 

1/SIRM/S/1 Vacant 

115 Omega Chemical Co. 12504 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 1, TRANS, 'TSDF Superfund 
clean-up underway 

• 	117 Our Cleaners Inc. 15711 La Forge St. HWIS 1 

1 	118 Pacific Bell 13119 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 1, TRA.NS 

119 Pacific Bell 8414 Laurel Ave. HWIS I 

121 Paragon Machine & Tool Inc. 7352 Whittier Ave HW1S 2 

126 Preston Weed Canto! 12363 Whittier Blvd. LUST/CORTESE 7, S Cleaned 

127 Priti-Paint 12302-3/4 Wardman St. HWIS 1 

128 Pryor-Giggcy Company 12393 Slauson Ave. LUST/CORTF_SE U 

131 Rainbow Car Wash 12604 Whittier Blvd. LLIST/CORTESE S 

1 
132 Ralphs Grocery Co. #81 13241 Whittier Blvd. [INV'S 3 

133 Ralphs Grocery Co. #64 14919 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

134 Rasmussen Iron Works 12028 Philadelphia St. HWIS 2 

135 Refractory Composites Inc. 12220-A Rivera Rd. HWIS 2 

136 Reliable Printing Service 6743 Bright St. HWIS 2 

138 Rippy. Fred R. Inc. 12471 Washington Blvd. HWIS I 

141 Russ Bassett Corp 8189 Byron Rd. HWIS 

143 Sacker & Peters 15214 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 

144 Savage Canyon Landfill 13919 Penn St. 11-W15/LUST/CORTES 
E 

3/U 

146 Shell Station 10742 Beverly Blvd. HWIS/CORTESE/LUS 
T 

1. U Vacant 

1 
1 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

1 	 TABLE 7-5 
i 	 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLERS & WASTE SITES 

No. Site Address Source Status 

i 	147 Winston Tire Company #44 16554 Whittier Blvd. HW1S 3 

r 148 Shell Station 10807 Whither Blvd. LUST/CORTESE s 

152 Sierra Education Center 9401 Painter Ave. LUST S 

153 So. Calif Gas Co/Whittier Base 12460 Mar Vista St. HWIS 2 

154 Soabar Co. 12450 Whither Blvd. FtWIS 1 

157 Southland Corp, The 13939 Whither Blvd. LUST/CORTESE S 

159 Stop N Go Market 12604 Beverly Blvd. HWIS 3 

160 Stop N Go Market 11601 Hadley St. HWIS 3 

161 Sun Nissan Datsun 16050 Whittier Blvd. F1WIS 1 

165 Texaco Service Station 12608 Hadley St. HW1S 3 Redeveloped, Clean 

168 Tony's Dry Cleaners 14836 Whither Blvd. HWIS 1 

i 	169 Toyota of Whittier 14577 Whither Blvd. WWI S 3 

170 Tuneup Masters 11620 Hadley St. HWIS 3 

171 U-Haul Leffingwell 15707 LeflingwelI Rd. HWIS 3 

172 Ultra Sonic Deburring 8136 Byron Rd. HWIS 2 

176 Unocal Station 7304 Painter Ave. LUST/CORTE-SE/HW 
IS 

5,3 Vacant, clean 

181 Unocal Svc Sta 11760 Whittier Blvd. HW1S 3 Vacant, Unknown 

182 Unocal Svc Sta 12823 Hadley St. HW1S/CORTESEJLUS 
T 

3, U 

185 Unocal Svc Sta 13709 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

186 Unocal Svc Sta 8803 Painter Ave. FTWIS 3 

188 Unocal Svc Sta 14940 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

189 Unocal Svc Sta 16205 Leffingwell Rd. HWIS 3 

190 Unocal Svc Sta 10201 Beverly Blvd. HWIS 3 

191 Wholesale Body Shop, The 12213 Philadelphia St. HW1S 2 

192 Unocal Svc Sta 15806 Whittier Blvd. FIWIS 3 Abandoned 

193 Whither Propel 12132 Hadley St. CERCL1S RV 

194 Urich Motor Co. 13003 Whither Blvd. HWIS 2 Vacant, Clean 

196 Usary Automotive Repair 13132 Whittier Blvd. HW1S 3 

198 Vogue International Display Co. 12460 Putnam St. HMS 1 

199 W. Whinier School Dist. 14535 Whittier Blvd. 1-1WIS 2 

200 Walts Cleaners 8002 Greenleaf Ave. 1-1W1S 1 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

TABLE 7-5 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLERS & WASTE SITES 

, 
No. Site Address Source Status 

1 
201 Washington Plating Inc. 7060 Elmer Ave. HWIS 1 

203 Weddle Auto Repair Corp. 12548 Putnam Dr. HWIS 1 

205 Whither College 13729 Earlham Dr. HW1S/LUST 1, 4 

207 
I,- 

Whittier Dodge 16114 Whittier Blvd. HW1S 3 

208 Whittier UNSD La Serna High 
School 

15301 Youngwood Dr. HW1S 3 

209 Whittier City Yard 12016 Hadley St. HWIS 3 

212  Whittier Honda Kawasaki 14043 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 3 

214 Whittier Hospital Medical Center 15151 Janine Dr. FfW1S 1 

215 Whittier Chrysler Plymouth 13840 Whittier Blvd. HWIS 2 
1 

Status Definitions: 
liWIS 
1 - 	 Generators who generate at least 1,000 kg/mo of non-acutely hazardous waste or I kg,/mo of acutely hazardous waste 
2- 	Generators who generate 100 kg/mo but less than 1,000 kg/rno of non-acutely hazardous waste 
3 - 	Generators who generate less than 100 kg/mo of non-acutely hazardous waste. 
TRANS - engaged in off-site transportation of hazardous waste 
TSDF - 	 engaged in treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous waste 
jjal: 
D - 	One or more municipal or domestic wells have been affected by tank leak 
G - 	Groundwater and soil have been affected by tank leak 
S - 	Soil only has been affected by tank leak 

U - 	Undetermined effect on soil and groundwater. 
CERCLIS 
SI - 	 Site inspection 
IW - 	Removal Action 
CO - 	Combined Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study 

AS.E15 
PAL - 	Preliminary Assessment Required - Low Priority 
PAM - 	Preliminary Assessment Required - Medium Priority 
5111L - 	Site Inspection Required - Low Priority 	 I 
SIRM - 	Site Inspection Required - Medium Priority 

The sites identified above require further action and may be currently under investigation. 
They include sites that fall under the Abandoned Site Program and Federal Superfund and 
still require mitigation. Also, sites that have in the past or are presently producing or using 
hazardous wastes or substances are identified. Some Abandoned Site Program and Federal 
Superfund sites in Whittier are not shown on the map because no further actions were 
required on them. 

Many local, state and federal government records or information identity significant users 
of hazardous materials and/or generators of hazardous wastes. Although these databases 
are comprehensive, and updated periodically, the potential still exists that some existing 

1 
1 
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Section?: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

hazardous material sites have not been identified. Therefore, Table 7-5 should not be 
considered as a complete listing. However, it provides a good first order estimate of the 
kinds, numbers and locations of sites that are associated with hazardous materials and 
wastes. The source agencies used to compile this information are listed in Table 7-6. 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

TABLE 7-6 
SOURCES OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLERS & WASTE SITES 

Database Type of Records Agency 
CERCL1S 
CORTESE 

BEP 

ASPIS 
HWIS 

LUST 
Local 

.• 

Federal Superfund Sites 
Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List 

Sites Authorized for cleanup under the California Bond 
Expenditure Plan 
Abandoned Site Program 
Hazardous Waste Generators, Treatment, Storage and 
Disposal Facilities 
Leaking Underground Storage Tanks 
Information on Users of Hazardous Materials 

U.S. EPA 
California Governor's Office of Planning and Research 
CAL-DHS 

CAL-DHS 
CAL-DHS 

RWQCB 
Whittier Fire Department 

Cerclis 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Information 
System (CERCLIS) is a database of contaminated properties under the Federal Superftind 
program. Since 1982, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed and 
maintained the list pursuant to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Conservation 
and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. Section 9601 (1985). The U.S. EPA 
discovers these sites from citizen reports, routine inspection of hazardous waste generators, 
treatment, storage and disposal facilities, and other reporting requirements. 

Five Federal Superfund sites have been identified in the area. Two sites are located within 
the City limits but require no further action, and one is located outside the City limits 
(Puente Hills Landfill). The two Cerclis sites located within the City limits which are 
currently active include: 

• Whittier Propel on 12132 Hadley Street, and 

• Modine Manufacturing Company on 12252 Whittier Boulevard. 

Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites List (CORTESE) 

The California Governor's Office of Planning and Research annually publishes a list of 
potential and confirmed hazardous waste sites throughout the State of California under 
Government Code Section 2.65962.5. This listing is called CORTESE after the sponsor of 
the bill in the Legislature. The database contains over 6,000 entries with 40 of these entries 
located in Whittier. They are mainly gasoline service stations and oil and vehicle related 
uses. These sites are also listed in the Leaking Underground Storage Tanks List by the 
California Regional Water Resources Control Board. 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

Bond Expenditure Plan (BEP) 

The Bond Expenditure Plan (BEP) contains a list of all verified hazardous waste sites that 
are or will be targeted for abatement by the California State Department of Health Services 
(DHS) under the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Bond Act of 1984 (Health and Safety Code 
Section 25356) and the Hazardous Substance Account (HSA). Hazardous waste sites are 
discovered by the department directly or referred to the department for confirmation and 
follow-up action by another government agency, such as a local health department, the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, a responsible party or a concerned citizen. New 
sites are added to this database as they are verified and the "Preliminary Assessment, Site 
Investigation and Hazard Ranking System" processes are completed. This database is 
updated once annually after approval of the California State legislature. 

Abandoned Sites Program Information System (ASPIS) 

Developed under Section 25359.6 of the Health and Safety Code, this DHS database 
contains a listing of potential hazardous waste sites identified by the earlier Abandoned 
Sites Survey Program and the current Rural Site Evaluation Program. Records from the 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards, Department of Fish and Game and other State 
environmental regulatory agencies are utilized to make the list. Information concerning the 
sites in this list should be considered preliminary although confirmed sites from this 
database are merged into the BEP database once they have been priority ranked. Many of 
these sites are currently identified as requiring no further action based on DHS 
determination that no release has occurred or, if a release may have occurred, it did not 
represent a significant threat to the public or the environment. Four sites in and near the 
City of Whittier are currently identified for future site inspection or preliminary assessment. 

79 	Guirado Dump Pioneer Rd/Orange Grove Ave 

112 Modine Manufacturing Co 	12252 E. Whittier Blvd. 

123 	Puente Hills Landfill #6 	2800 S. Workman Mill Rd. 

202 	Waste Disposal, Inc. 12731 E. Los Nietos Rd. 

Hazardous Waste Information Systems (HWIS) 

The DHS Toxic Substances Control Division, has developed and maintained lists of 
hazardous waste generators and hazardous waste treatment storage and disposal facilities in 
the State of California, pursuant to the Hazardous Waste Control Law (Health and Safety 
Code Section 25100 et seq.), and the Hazardous Waste Management Act of 1976 (Health 
and Safety Code Section 25179.1 et seq.). In addition, the law requires all counties to 
prepare and submit hazardous waste management plans. To assist the counties, the Toxic 
Substances Control Division maintains a list containing generation and disposal data within 
each county. This information has been assembled by the Toxic Substances Control 
Division from manifest reports required from hazardous waste generators. 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

Seventy-one sites have been identified in and near the City of Whittier. They include gas 
service stations, industries, dry cleaners, groceries, auto shops, service yards, and hospitals. 
Two sites have been identified that currently treat, store ancVor dispose (TSD facilities) of 
hazardous wastes. Both TSD facilities and one superfund site are located within 
approximately 0.8 mile of each other along Whittier Boulevard between Painter Avenue 
and Mar Vista Street. 

8 	Al's Rubber Stamp & Specialty Works 	13211 Whittier Blvd. 

115 Omega Chemical Co. 12504 Whittier Blvd. 

Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (L UST) 

The California Water Resources Control Board, in cooperation with the Office of 
Emergency Services, compiles a listing of leaks of hazardous substances from underground 
storage tanks in the State of California pursuant to Section 25295 (b) of the Health and 
Safety Code. The nine regional water quality control boards maintain information on all 
reported leak cases within their jurisdiction, both for those where the regional board and 
where other local agencies take the lead in overseeing investigations and remedial actions. 
Although the data represents sites where at least one leak is known to have occurred, it is 
not uncommon for more than one tank to have leaked at a given site or cleanup case. Fifty 
sites are listed in Whittier and includes sites listed under the Cortese Database. 

Significant Users and Generators 

All together, at least 75 sites in the City have been identified generators of hazardous wastes 
(see Table 7-5). The Federal Superfund site on Whittier Boulevard (Modine 
Manufacturing) is considered a generator of hazardous waste and is part of the Abandoned 
Site Program. Some of the generators of hazardous waste are facilities engaged in the off-
site transportation of hazardous waste. 

The Savage Canyon Landfill is a Class III municipal landfill located north of William Penn 
Park at 13919 East Penn Street. This site is also identified as having a leaking underground 
storage tank. The contents of the tank is reported to be diesel and the site is under 
investigation as of January 11, 1991.  There are no hazardous waste landfills currently 
operating within the City 

Hazardous Waste Transportation Routes 

The transportation of hazardous materials is generally regulated by the issuance of permits, 
not by transportation route (Mr. Gary Adkins, Motor Carrier Safety, California Highway 
Patrol). Law enforcement agencies are empowered to strictly enforce regulations regarding 
the inspection of vehicles and the training and licensing of transportation personnel. The 
transportation of hazardous materials on interstate freeways is controlled by the Bureau of 
Motor Carrier Safety, U.S. Department of Transportation via vehicle safety inspections. 
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Section 7: Public Safety Element Background Report (continued) 

According to Mr. Keith Glenn, Motor Carrier Safety, U.S. Department of Transportation, 
the primary concern with respect to the transportation of hazardous materials/wastes on 
public roads, is its flash point (fire) and explosive potential. Restrictions placed on 
transporters of hazardous materials/wastes include the avoidance of heavily populated areas 
unless no other satisfactory route exists, limitations on access to bridges and tunnels, and a 
one-mile wide zone limitation along freeways for access to fuel and services. The gross 
vehicular weight is another limitation that restricts transporters from some public roads. 

The railroads are similarly regulated in that explosive materials are controlled within the 
train, but there are no controls regarding train routes. The only restriction is that potentially 
flammable or explosive materials cannot be any closer than six rail cars from the train 
locomotive. 

Based on the distribution of the five sites identified with the off-site transportation of 
hazardous waste (Exhibit 7-13), the likely main transportation route within the City limits is 
Whittier Boulevard (State Highway 72). A number of other boulevards and avenues 
provide access from these sites to Whittier Boulevard including Beverly Boulevard, 
Norwalk Boulevard, Greenleaf Avenue, Painter Avenue, and La Cuarta Street. Whittier 
Boulevard in turn provides access to the San Gabriel River Freeway (Interstate 605) which 
has been designated as one of the main hazardous waste transportation corridors in Los 
Angeles County. In addition, the Union Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroad tracks pass 
along the southern boundaries of the  
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