
MINUTES 
WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, 13230 PENN STREET 

APRIL 20, 2010 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The Whittier City Council met in adjourned regular session on April 20, 2010.  
Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. in the Council Chamber of 
Whittier City Hall, 13230 Penn Street. 
 
2. ROLL CALL: 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Joe Vinatieri, Council Member 
 Cathy Warner, Council Member (6:49 p.m.) 

Owen Newcomer, Council Member 
J. Greg Nordbak, Mayor Pro Tem 
Bob Henderson, Mayor 

 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: Stephen W. Helvey, City Manager 

Richard D. Jones, City Attorney (6:35 p.m.) 
Kathryn A. Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Council Member Newcomer led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

Mayor Henderson welcomed the parents group from Orange Grove School. 
 
Rachel McCloud, 13456 Camilla Street, Apartment 3, Whittier, announced the 

John Pierce Cup, a rugby match, will be held at Whittier College on April 24, 2010, to 
honor Whittier Police Officer Pierce who was killed in the line of duty and serve as a 
fundraiser for the new Police memorial. 

 
City Attorney Jones arrived at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Dennis McGonagle spoke regarding the Victory Over Violence Family Festival 

and said he would leave invitations for the City Council to attend upcoming events and a 
sample proclamation honoring Daisaku Ikeda. 

 
Yvette Morales invited the City Council to the Festival of Youth Rock the Era 

event promoting peace and non-violence and honoring Dr. Ikeda.  She requested the 
City recognize Dr. Ikeda as an honorary citizen. 
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Vern Matheson, Pastor of the Whittier Area House of Prayer, 12603 Beverly 

Boulevard, Whittier, prayed for the City Council and community and announced the 
National Day of Prayer would be held at City Hall on May 6, 2010. 

 
John Velasco, Regional Christian Center, 7038 Pickering Avenue, representing 

the Heart of Compassion, thanked Mayor Henderson and Mayor Pro Tem Nordbak for 
their service to the community.  He reported on the food and goods distributed to those 
in need in the City of Whittier and surrounding areas and provided the City Council with 
information on the program. 

 
Eric Tietz, Heart of Compassion President, 15438 Lashburn Street, Whittier, 

reported that over 5,000 people received $250,000 worth of food and clothing at a Heart 
of Compassion event at the Whittier Southern California Credit Union last week and 
advised his organization also provides food to other non-profit groups for distribution. 

 
Louis Reyes, representing State Senator Calderon, congratulated Mayor 

Henderson and Mayor Pro Tem Nordbak on their re-election and presented Mayor 
Henderson with a Certificate of Recognition for his dedicated service as Mayor. 

 
Heather Rouhana, representing Congressman Gary Miller, congratulated Mayor 

Pro Tem Nordbak on his re-election and presented Mayor Henderson with a Certificate 
of Appreciation for his service as Mayor. 

 
Marta Cervantes, speaking through a translator, said she represents the Pro-

Whittier group and asked the other members of the organization to stand.  She thanked 
Mayor Henderson for meeting with their group; said she would like people from the City 
to work with their group; they want their children to be part of the community and pursue 
university educations; and the organization wants to support the City Council in their 
efforts to make Whittier a better community. 

 
Robert Canales, Whittier, congratulated the re-elected Council Members and 

attributed their success to the City’s economic stimulus plan, and spoke regarding the 
low turn-out in the election.  He outlined events he would like to organize for July 4th 
including a marathon, basketball championship, and tennis championship. 

 
Arthur Rock, Whittier, congratulated Mayor Henderson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Nordbak on their re-election, said their experience will help the City face the upcoming 
budget challenges, thanked the other candidates for running for office, and spoke about 
the importance of teamwork. 

 
Ralph Marsico, Whittier, congratulated the re-elected Council Members and 

spoke regarding his campaign budget and repairing his trolley. 
 
Joe Marsico, Whittier, said he found the past few months humiliating. 
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5.A CERTIFICATION OF 2010 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION: 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Newcomer, seconded by Council Member 
Vinatieri, and carried unanimously, by roll call vote that Resolution No. 8277 entitled, “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
RECITING THE FACTS OF THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD ON APRIL 
13, 2010, DECLARING THE RESULTS AND SUCH OTHER MATTERS AS PROVIDED 
BY THE CITY CHARTER,” be read by title only, further reading be waived, and it be 
declared adopted. 



                 

 

 
 

                 Certificate of Canvass 
 

                  
                  I, Kathryn A. Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer of the City of Whittier, County of Los Angeles, State of California, duly authorized by 
Resolution No. 7636, do hereby certify that I have canvassed the returns of the General Municipal Election held in said City on the 
13th day of April, 2010, and find that the number of votes given in each precinct, voted in the polls or by mail, and the number of 
votes given in the City to persons voted for were as follows: 

 
                  Council   Total Precinct 1 Precinct 2 Precinct 4 Precinct 6 Precinct 8 Precinct 9 Precinct 12 

 Candidates   Votes Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail 
 HENDERSON   4533 78 129 81 118 168 153 136 146 107 127 61 69 145 147   

HAWTHORNE   2419 61 42 65 72 113 71 92 73 77 72 44 33 82 83   
NORDBAK   3973 84 134 66 104 149 148 91 128 73 110 48 51 90 101   
MORALES   2537 69 50 69 77 103 65 99 71 91 76 58 49 90 84   
MARSICO   35 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0   

                 
  

                    Precinct 15 Precinct 17 Precinct 19 Precinct 25 Precinct 29 Precinct 31 Precinct 35 Precinct 36 
   Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail 
 HENDERSON 100 93 62 82 61 77 161 115 55 96 60 85 43 49 52 61   

HAWTHORNE 70 51 42 46 36 57 114 62 35 34 29 30 32 27 27 38   
NORDBAK 67 77 40 55 54 60 136 107 64 77 60 82 36 34 44 47   
MORALES 53 46 46 45 45 59 109 67 37 33 17 32 40 46 43 41   
MARSICO 4 1 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 2 0   

                 
  

                    Precinct 51 Precinct 57 Precinct 62 Precinct 66 Precinct 72 Precinct 79 Precinct 82 Precinct 171 
   Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail Poll Mail 
 

HENDERSON 133 97 116 121 64 106 106 161 60 122 73 116 118 126 40 57 
 
  
 

HAWTHORNE 73 36 42 56 16 42 44 61 31 52 25 40 45 48 52 46   
NORDBAK 119 84 128 125 62 89 102 175 60 115 74 108 110 125 29 51   
MORALES 72 35 36 55 28 50 48 47 25 50 33 42 50 43 45 68   
MARSICO 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0   
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                  I have also conducted a manual tally of 1% of the precinct in accordance with California Elections Code Section 15360.  The results of the manual 
tally of Precinct No. 35 are as follows: 

 
                  
                  

  

Opto- 
Mark 
Tally 

 

Manual 
Tally 

 
+ or - 

 
If discrepancy, how resolved 

      
                  HENDERSON   43   43   0 

 
None 

         HAWTHORNE   32   32   0 
           NORDBAK   36   36   0 
           

MORALES   40   40   0 
 

  
 

MARSICO   4   4   0 
 

  
 

                  
                                    ______________________________ 

             Kathryn A. Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer 
            Dated:  April 16, 2010 
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6. OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED TO COUNCIL MEMBERS-ELECT 
HENDERSON AND NORDBAK: 

 
City Clerk-Treasurer Marshall administered the Oath of Office to Council 

Members-Elect Bob Henderson and J. Greg Nordbak, after which they signed their 
oaths and received a Certificate of Election. 
 
7. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 

Council Member Newcomer said the City of Whittier benefits from not having 
term limits for elected officials and the election shows the residents clearly like what the 
City has been doing.  He congratulated Mayor Henderson and Mayor Pro Tem Nordbak 
for the great work they have done. 

 
Council Member Warner thanked all the candidates for running for office and said 

it is wonderful when there are a variety of candidates.  She congratulated Mayor Pro 
Tem Nordbak and Mayor Henderson for their service the past four years and previous 
terms and thanked Mayor Henderson for his service as Mayor. 

 
Council Member Vinatieri thanked all the candidates for working so hard and 

stated when there is a contested campaign, new ideas come out which make the City 
better.  He said Council Members have differences of opinion, but set aside their 
personal agendas to benefit the community, a balance he does not see in other cities, 
but which will serve the community well with the challenges ahead. 
 
8. ELECTION OF MAYOR: 
 

Council Member Warner nominated Greg Nordbak for Mayor.  There being no 
other nominations, Mayor Henderson declared Greg Nordbak Mayor by acclamation. 
 
9. ELECTION OF MAYOR PRO TEM: 
 

It was moved by Council Member Newcomer, seconded by Council Member 
Vinatieri and carried unanimously to elect Cathy Warner Mayor Pro Tem. 

 
Mayor Nordbak said the City of Whittier is admired for how it handles its 

differences; reviewed the issues raised during the election including the budget, Whittier 
Boulevard Specific Plan modifications, the disconnect in the Uptown Area, drilling for oil 
in the hills, and pursuit of improved library facilities when the Police Headquarters are 
complete.  He said as Mayor he wants to continue to honor the City’s non-profit 
organizations and youth groups, maintain the Blue Star Program, and will initiate a 
business of the month recognition program.  He said he was humbled and appreciative 
of the public re-electing him and he will show that experience will count during the 
challenging times ahead.  He introduced his family and thanked them for their support. 
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Council Member Henderson said it is humbling to win an election with the help of 
so many people; introduced his son and wife; said it has been a great experience to 
have served as Mayor and worked with the City Council; the Council Members have 
differences but reach decisions to benefit the community.  He presented flowers to his 
wife for her support during his term as Mayor; said he is ready for the challenges Mayor 
Nordbak outlined; he is looking forward to the community’s active engagement as the 
City addresses the issues, and thanked everyone for his term as Mayor. 
 
10. CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

It was moved by Council Member Vinatieri seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Warner 
and carried unanimously, by roll call vote, to approve the Consent Calendar as 
submitted. 
 

10.A The City Council denied claims filed by Lisa Leon; Michelle Tumolo; 
Charles M. Rihbany; Roberta Williams; Carlos Hernandez; Clifford Cross; 
Javier & Janett Murrieta; Cynthia Christina Mertino; Susan Perez; Amanda 
Jean-Baptiste; Daniel Jean-Baptiste and Humberto Velazquez Ayala. 

 
10.B The City Council received and filed the Gateway Cities Council of 

Governments’ update for January through April 2010. 
 
11.A CITY COUNCIL DIRECTORSHIPS AND SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member 
Vinatieri, and carried unanimously, to affirm the existing directorship appointments with 
the exception that Mayor Nordbak is the delegate to the Los Angeles County Sanitation 
Districts Nos. 2, 15, and 18, and Mayor Pro Tem Warner is the alternate representative 
to the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts. 
 
 Following discussion, it was moved by Council Member Henderson, seconded by 
Council Member Newcomer, and carried unanimously, to extend the sunset date of the 
Greenway Trail Expansion Subcommittee and Nelles Property Acquisition 
Subcommittee to April 2011 and establish a Mineral Extraction Project Subcommittee 
comprised of Mayor Nordbak and Council Member Henderson with a sunset date of 
April 2011. 
 
12. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/CONFERENCE REPORTS: 
 

Council Member Vinatieri reported attending the League of California Cities 
Revenue and Taxation Committee meeting and reported on the Committee’s position on 
global warming legislation. 
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Council Member Newcomer reported attending the League of California Cities 
Environmental Quality Committee meeting and reported his Committee’s position on 
global warming legislation. 

 
Mayor Nordbak requested the City Council consider taking a position on 

legislation proposed by Assembly Member De La Torre which would prohibit elected 
officials from holding two elected positions.  He read biographical information about 
Carol Anne Butler, the wife of former Mayor Dave Butler, and Henry Newby, former 
Parking and Transportation Commissioner, in whose memories the meeting would be 
adjourned. 
 
13. CITY COUNCIL CLOSED SESSION: 
 

City Manager Helvey recommended the City Council conduct the following 
Closed Sessions: 
 

13.A Government Code Section 54956.8 to discuss real property negotiations 
relating to lease of a portion of the following properties to the companies 
indicated; City negotiator Stephen Helvey: 
 
1. Founders Park, 6031 Citrus Avenue, Metro PCS and Clearwire 
2. Penn Park, 13900 Penn Street, Clearwire 
3. Lee Owens Park, 7930 Greenleaf Avenue, Clearwire 
4. Palm Park, 5703 Palm Avenue or 5706 El Rancho Drive, Clearwire 
5. Greenway Trail northwest corner of Lambert Road and Calmada 

Avenue; Metro PCS 
 

13.B Government Code Section 54956.8 to discuss real property negotiations 
relating to AIN 8170-013-904 with the State of California; City negotiator 
Stephen Helvey. 

 
Mayor Nordbak adjourned the meeting to Closed Session at 7:41 p.m. 

 
14. RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION: 
 

Mayor Nordbak reconvened the meeting in Open Session at 8:19 p.m. 
 
15. CLOSED SESSION REPORT: 
 

None. 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Nordbak adjourned the meeting at 8:19 p.m. in memory of Carol Anne 
Butler and Henry Newby. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kathryn A. Marshall 
City Clerk-Treasurer 


