
MINUTES 
WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

WHITTIER REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
WHITTIER UTILITY AUTHORITY 

JOINT MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, 13230 PENN STREET 

DECEMBER 14, 2010 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The Whittier City Council met in regular session on December 14, 2010, in 
conjunction with the Whittier Redevelopment Agency and the Whittier Utility Authority.  
Mayor Nordbak called the joint meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Council Chamber of 
Whittier City Hall, 13230 Penn Street, Whittier, California. 
 
2. ROLL CALL: 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS/AGENCY Joe Vinatieri, Council Member/Agency 
MEMBERS/AUTHORITY   Member/Authority Director 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Owen Newcomer, Council Member/Agency 

  Member/Authority Director 
Bob Henderson, Council Member/Agency 
  Member/Authority Director 
Cathy Warner, Mayor Pro Tem /Vice 
  Chair 
J. Greg Nordbak, Mayor/Chair 

 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: Stephen W. Helvey, City Manager/Executive 

  Director 
Richard D. Jones, City Attorney/Authority 
  Counsel 
Toni Maiques, Assistant-City Clerk 
  Treasurer/Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
Kathryn A. Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer/ 
  Secretary-Treasurer (11:08 p.m.) 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Assistant City Clerk-Treasurer Maiques led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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4.A BLUE STAR PRESENTATIONS 
 

Mayor Nordbak and Mayor Pro Tem Warner presented Michael Meza, Melissa 
Banuelos and their family Blue Star pins, decals and flag in recognition of their daughter 
Hannah Meza, who just completed Aerospace Medic Training at Sheppard Air Force 
Base, Texas and Keesler Air Force Base in Mississippi.  Airman 1st Class Meza will be 
deployed to Anderson Air Force Base in Guam. 
 

Mayor Nordbak and Mayor Pro Tem Warner presented John and Ruby Rios and 
their family members Blue Star pins, decals and flag in recognition of their son Jonathan 
Rios, a private in the United States Army 1st Battalion, 501st Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division; with a home base at Fort 
Richardson, Anchorage, Alaska.  He received his training at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
 

Mayor Nordbak and Mayor Pro Tem Warner presented Yvonne Banuelos and 
family members a Blue Star pin, decal and flag in recognition of her son, Airman 1st 
Class Joel Banuelos, stationed at Lakenheath, England where as a crew chief, he 
works on F-15 jets. 
 

Mayor Nordbak and Mayor Pro Tem Warner presented Margarita Cuardras and 
Francisco Aguilar Blue Star pins, decals and flag in recognition of their son and brother, 
Luis Dabdoub, a Sergeant in the United States Marine Corps.  Sgt. Dabdoub was 
deployed to Iraq in 2006 and 2007; was named “Marine of the Year” in 2006; is currently 
stationed at Camp Pendleton; and will be deployed to Australia in January. 
 

Mayor Nordbak stated Blue Star banners will be hung on Whittier Boulevard in 
recognition of these service men and women. 
 
4.A PONY BASEBALL SHETLAND WORLD SERIES CHAMPIONS 

PRESENTATION 
 

Mayor Nordbak recognized the five and six-year old 2010 PONY Baseball 
Shetland World Series Champions; and said the team had a record of 37-7, and 15-1 in 
the playoffs.  He introduced PONY President Al Rodriguez and Manager Sam Galvan, 
who introduced the players. 
 
4.B SOCIAL SERVICES VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR PRESENTATIONS 
 

Social Services Commissioner Carras introduced volunteer C.L. Carr, Whittier 
Area Literacy Council; and said C.L. had been on the Council 10 years; as a tutor and 
Board Member, was instrumental in developing literacy and adding 30 new tutors.  She 
also introduced volunteer Janet Carrey, Whittier Senior Center; and said Janet teaches 
a needle crafter class at the Senior Center; and she partners with Presbyterian 
Intercommunity and Whittier Hospitals to make baby hats and booties; and she makes 
scarves and helmet warmers for servicemen. 
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Social Services Commissioner Marin introduced volunteer Linda Guerrero, who 
helps take care of Duke and Leo, the resident horses at Parnell Park, by walking, 
bathing and exercising the horses. 
 

Social Services Commission Chair Dria Law introduced volunteer Dr. John 
Hoffman, Intercommunity Council Board; and said he had been on the Board 5 years; 
had served as Board Chairman; and was instrumental in raising funds for necessary 
renovations. 
 

City Manager Helvey was absent from the Council Chamber from 7:10 p.m. to 
7:13 p.m. 
 
4.C BUSINESSES OF THE MONTH PRESENTATIONS 
 

Mayor Nordbak and Mayor Pro Tem Warner presented Shannon Gimbel, the 
owner of Shannon G’s Flowers, with a Business of the Month Certificate.  Shannon G’s 
is a family business that has been operating for seven years; is a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce; and supports the Boys and Girls Club and the Presbyterian 
Intercommunity Hospital Foundation. 
 

Mayor Nordbak and Mayor Pro Tem Warner presented a Business of the Month 
Certificate to Dave Klinger, Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital.  Mayor Nordbak said 
the hospital was founded in 1959; serves 1,500,000 people in Los Angeles County; has 
3,353 employees; 600 board certified physicians on staff; has added 150 new 
employees to the Uptown area with the opening of a new 40,000 square foot facility; 
has launched a Master Plan for expansion; said the Hospital Foundation raises funds to 
support the Care Force One mobile unit that provides services within the City; and 
thanked them for the annual Christmas tree on top of the Bright Medical facility. 
 
4D. SUBURBAN WATER – PARK IRRIGATION PRESENTATION 
 

Darleen Phares, Suburban Water Conservation Manager, thanked the City for a 
$31,900 grant for water monitoring systems for City parks; presented a Certificate of 
Commendation; and said a gardening class is planned for March 2011. 
 
5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

The following speakers expressed opposition or concerns relating to the 
proposed Whittier Main Mineral Extraction Project addressing the following issues:  the 
project has caused an unwarranted intrusion on residents’ well-being; the project is 
fatally flawed and lacks merit; Matrix Oil has started an aggressive campaign; 5,000 
individuals have signed an opposition petition; high noise levels; concerns that the City 
hired an attorney to represent Council Member Henderson for a personal violation; 
Proposition A determines where the funds can go; funds cannot go to the General Fund; 
the County and state will take a share of the revenues to allow drilling; the oil issue 
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should be put to a vote; gas lines under homes on Colima Road; encourage residents to 
use the Whittier Hills Oil Watch (WHOW) website for information on opposing the 
project; health hazards; reduced parking on Penn Street; health and quality of life 
issues; disregard for people and the hills in pursuit of revenues; disregard for residents 
in the Monaco Crest development in Hacienda Heights; absence of Council Members at 
public meetings; and renovation on Greenleaf Avenue to raise revenues. 
 

Dan Duran, Catalina Avenue, Whittier; WHOW President 
Neal Kakusky, Tierra Antigua, Whittier 
Roy McKee, WHOW Vice President 
Jon Myers, Maple Street, Whittier 
Shelly Myers, Newlin Avenue, Whittier 
Mary Raina, 8205 Villaverde Drive, Whittier 
James, 15811 Youngwood Drive, Whittier 
John Young, Honolulu Terrace, Whittier 
James Earheart, 3660 Holmes Circle, Hacienda Heights 
Frank Mendoza, 6045 Haviland Avenue, Whittier 
Nick Donovan, Whittier 
Matt Berkelhammer, Whittier 
Lorraine Munoz, Linda Vista Drive, Whittier 
Soche Perfecto, Linda Vista Drive, Whittier 

 
City Manager Helvey said petitions opposing oil drilling are a public record; the 

City did not release personal information to Matrix Oil; and a 3rd party provided the 
information. 
 

City Attorney Jones explained that the City Council will make a decision on the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) when the proper agendized items are presented; 
and that their role is to allow the process to occur. 
 

Allen Nakken, Whittier Uptown Association, thanked the City Council for their 
support of the Uptown tree lighting, the Holiday Sonata and the Holiday Parade; and he 
said all of the events were successful. 
 

David Barraza, 12915 Haldane Street, Pat Bouchard, and Will Morton, Telechron 
Avenue, Whittier; announced the January 29, 2011 Million Laughs Comedy Show at 
Whittier First Christian Church, which will benefit Whittier’s First Day Coalition. 
 

Ted Knoll, 9233 Coachman Avenue, Whittier; Vice Chair, First Christian Church; 
said the Church wants to be part of civic life in Whittier; the Church Board supports the 
proposed Uptown parking plan; he requested that parking enforcement begin after 
10:00 a.m. in the Uptown area on Sundays; and he said he supported the new sign 
ordinance. 
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Terri Starkman, Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital employee and Chamber of 
Commerce Board Member; thanked the Uptown Association for a successful holiday 
parade; and announced the following Chamber events: January 12 Wake-Up-Whittier 
networking breakfast at the Whole Child; January 20 educational forum on health care 
reform; March 4 Silver Shield event; and the March 24 Business Expo at the Radisson 
Hotel. 
 

Ignacia Sanchez, 13723 Russell Street, Whittier; representing College Avenue 
Church of the Nazarene; said the new institutional signage will help with advertising 
church events and day care center information. 
 

Ben Reid, Pastor, Catholic Rainbow Outreach and Recovery Home and Prison 
Ministry; said he believes there are solutions to problems in the community; and he 
prayed for the City Council and community. 
 

Elvia Torres, Executive Director of SPIRITT Family Services; requested a letter 
of support for grant proposals to the County. 
 

Ralph Marsico; said his father had an idea to make the front of City Hall a park 
and not a Police station; his father has done more for the City by not being on the 
Council; his family did not deserve the treatment they have gotten from the City, the 
Police Department, Code Enforcement and the City Attorney. 
 

George Poochigian, Whittier; said it was a disgrace to the City to have only one 
Council meeting per month; said the Council works for the citizens; and people should 
be allowed to vote on the oil drilling issue. 
 

John Velasco, Heart of Compassion Board of Directors; said the food bank 
serves over 5,000 families; they will have a food and toy give-away on Saturday, 
December 18 to distribute $250,000 worth of food and toys; he said they need 
volunteers; and he asked people to be honorable and not personally attack others. 
 

Mayor Nordbak recessed the joint meeting at 8:21 p.m.  He reconvened the 
meeting at 8:45 p.m. with all Council Members present. 
 
6. CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/UTILITY AUTHORITY JOINT 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

Council Member Henderson declared a conflict of interest in Item 6.C because of 
his business property location and he recused himself from discussion and taking action 
on the item; and he requested review of Item 6.D. 
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Council Member Vinatieri declared a conflict of interest on Item 6.Q because his 
business is located across the street from the subject location, and he recused himself 
from discussion and taking action on the item; and he requested separate consideration 
of Item 6.M. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Warner requested separate consideration of Items 6.F and 6.L. 
 

It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair Warner, seconded by 
Council/Agency Member/Director Henderson, and carried by roll call vote, to approve 
the Consent Calendar, except Items 6.D, 6.F, 6.L, and 6.M; and that Resolution Nos. 
8330, 8332 through 8335, and WRA-10-06 be read by title only, further reading be 
waived, and they be declared adopted, with Council Member Henderson recusing 
himself on Item 6.C and Council Member Vinatieri recusing himself on Item 6.Q. 
 

6.A The City Council denied claims filed by Luis Gomez Lopez, Vicente Cano, 
Stacy Wilkinson, Eileen Ridge, Raymond Win, Kruse Properties LLC, 
Greg Stearns, Krystine Martinez, June Grainger, Mercury Insurance for 
Felissa Garcia, Marcos Barriga, Raul E. Lopez, Michael Romero, Mark 
Martinez, Mercury Insurance for Ramon R. Fernandez, and Toro 
Enterprises, Inc.  

 
6.B The City Council, Agency Board and Board of Directors approved the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 23, 2010. 
 

6.C The City Council approved an Art in Public Places Project in the amount of 
$85,000 in the Uptown Gallerias located in the 6500 and 6700 blocks of 
Greenleaf on the west side and 6500 and 7000 blocks of Greenleaf on the 
east side. 

 
6.E The City Council awarded a contract to California Commercial Pools for 

the Pool Replastering Project at the Palm Park for $68,000, rejected all 
other bids, and authorized the City Manager to execute the contract. 

 
6.G The City Council approved a request from SPIRITT Family Services to 

provide a support letter for its two grant proposals to the Los Angeles 
County Department of Substance Abuse Prevention and Control. 

 
6.H The City Council approved the Proposition A Grant Program 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Collecting and Reporting Data 
for the National Transit Database for Report Years 2005-06 and 2006-07 
and authorized the City Manager to execute the MOU; and adopted 
Resolution No. 8330 entitled, “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2010-11 BUDGET TO ADD THE NATIONAL TRANSIT DATABASE 
GRANT REVENUE INTO THE TRANSPORTATION PROPOSITION A 
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REVENUE FUND AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE NATIONAL TRANSIT DATABASE MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING WITH METRO”. 

 
6.I The City Council approved a fee waiver of $108 and a request for usage 

of the Palm Park tennis courts for Whittier College. 
 

6.J The City Council accepted the completed “Smart” Irrigation System 
Upgrades at Parnell and Anaconda Parks funded by Suburban Water at a 
cost of $31,900. 

 
6.K The City Council received and filed the Gateway Cities Council of 

Governments’ update for October 2010. 
 

6.N The City Council approved the draft plans and specifications for the La 
Cuarta Street Reconstruction from Whittier Boulevard to College Avenue, 
Federal Project No. ESPL-5111(054); and authorized the City Clerk-
Treasurer to advertise for construction bids after the plans and 
specifications have been signed by the City Engineer. 

 
6.O The City Council adopted Resolution No. 8332 entitled, “A RESOLUTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING PROGRAM SUPPLEMENT TO THE LOCAL AGENCY-
STATE AGREEMENT FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM FUNDED PROJECT,” for the Beverly Boulevard Safety 
Improvements Project No. HSIPL-5111(059), 605 Freeway to Norwalk 
Boulevard/Workman Mill Road; and authorized the City Manager to 
execute the agreement. 

 
6.P The City Council adopted Resolution No. 8333 entitled, “A RESOLUTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
RESCINDING CONFLICTING PORTIONS OF RESOLUTION NOS. 3552 
AND 3947, REMOVING CERTAIN VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 
RESTRICTIONS RELATING TO STREET PARKING ON CHESTNUT 
STREET AND CARNELL STREET,” to remove the 2-hour parking zone 
on Chestnut Street from 45 to 450 feet east of the centerline of Laurel 
Avenue and remove the “No Stopping Anytime” zone on the north side of 
Carnell Street from 65 to 145 feet east of the centerline of Laurel Avenue. 

 
6.Q The City Council received and filed the Washington Avenue from Walnut 

to Penn Streets Two Way Traffic Flow and Parallel Parking report. 
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6.R The City Council approved Final Parcel Map No. 71246, relating to two 
four parcels on the west side of Pioneer Boulevard approximately 100 feet 
south of Orange Grove Boulevard, including the 4 foot wide right-of-way 
dedication along Pioneer Boulevard; approved the Subdivision 
Improvement Agreement; and authorized the City Manager to execute the 
necessary documents. 

 
6.S The City Council approved the draft plans and specifications for the 

replacement of mechanical equipment and boiler for the air conditioning 
system at the Central Library; and authorized the City Clerk-Treasurer to 
advertise for construction bids once the plans and specifications have 
been signed by the City Engineer. 

 
6.T The City Council received and filed the revised 2011 Forecasted Budget 

for the Whittier Uptown Association. 
 

6.U The Agency Board approved the plans and specifications for demolition of 
the former Ricker Motors site located at 12540 Washington Boulevard; 
and authorized the Secretary-Treasurer to advertise for bids. 

 
6.V The Agency Board adopted Resolution No. WRA-10-06 entitled, “A 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE WHITTIER REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY APPROVING AND RATIFYING A BORROWING FROM THE 
LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING FUND TO MAKE THE 
REQUIRED FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL 
REVENUE AUGMENTATION FUND PAYMENT, AND MAKING 
DETERMINATIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH”. 

 
6.W The City Council approved leasing space to Royal Street Communications 

for ground equipment at Founders Park; approved Mobilitie to allow Royal 
Street Communications cellular antennas on the existing cellular tower at 
Founders Park; and authorized the City Manager to execute related lease 
agreements and other documents. 

 
6.X The City Council adopted Resolution No. 8334 entitled, “A RESOLUTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO THE CITY CONTROLLER/HUMAN 
RESOURCES DIRECTOR TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 
WHITTIER,” with regard to the California State Association of Counties-
Excess Insurance Authority Workers’ Compensation Program. 

 
6.Y The City Council authorized the City Manager to dispose of 46 Police 

Department MP5 rifles for destruction. 
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6.Z The City Council adopted Resolution No. 8335 entitled, “A RESOLUTION 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
GRANTING A TRANSFER OF A NON-CONFORMING USE STATUS 
BETWEEN TWO PROPERTIES AT 12352 AND 12252 WHITTIER 
BOULEVARD UNDER COMMON OWNERSHIP IN THE WHITTIER 
BOULEVARD SPECIFIC PLAN AND ESTABLISHING AN 
AMORTIZATION PERIOD”. 

 
6.D CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 91-013(M-1) – UPTOWN MEXICAN CAFÉ, 7040 

GREENLEAF AVENUE 
 

City Manager Helvey said Council Member Henderson had requested separate 
consideration of the item and it would be scheduled for public hearing in January or 
February 2011. 
 
6.F WHITTIER GREENWAY TRAIL PALM STATION ARBOR STRUCTURE 
 

Following discussion, Council Member Vinatieri, Mayor Pro Tem Warner and 
Mayor Nordbak concurred to direct staff to meet with the Subcommittee; and return with 
a recommendation for consistent signs in future dedication plaques. 
 
6.L POLICE PROJECT UPDATE 
 

Following discussion, it was moved by Council Member Henderson, seconded by 
Council Member Vinatieri, and carried unanimously, to receive and file the Police 
Project Update Report; and direct staff to return at a future date with a report regarding 
construction projects for the Central and Branch Libraries. 
 
6.M POLICE DEPARTMENT PARKING CITATION COST RECOVERY 
 

Following brief discussion, it was moved by Council Member Henderson, 
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Warner, and carried unanimously, by roll call vote, that 
Resolution No. 8331 entitled, “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 8200 AND 
MODIFYING POLICE DEPARTMENT MONETARY PENALTIES ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE UNLAWFUL STANDING AND/OR PARKING OF VEHICLES,” relating to a parking 
citation state surcharge, be read by title only, further reading be waived, and it be 
declared adopted. 
 
7. RECESS REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND UTILITY AUTHORITY 

MEETINGS: 
 

Mayor Nordbak recessed the Redevelopment Agency and Utility Authority 
meetings at 9:15 p.m. 
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8.A PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING CODE AMENDMENT 10-003, SIGN 

CONSTRUCTION AND PLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 

City Manager Helvey announced it was the date and time set and duly noticed for 
a public hearing to consider the recommendation of the Planning Commission to adopt 
an ordinance approving Zoning Code Amendment 10-003 relating to sign regulations for 
institutional uses.  He recommended the City Council authorize staff to do a summary 
publication of the ordinance; and said the hearing had been closed on and continued 
from November 9, 2010. 
 

Mayor Nordbak re-opened the public hearing at 9:15 p.m. 
 

Responding to Council Member Newcomer, Assistant City Manager Collier said it 
is not necessary for businesses to have a sign; address numbers need to be on the 
building for public safety purposes as required by the fire code; and a banner cannot be 
used as a sign. 
 

Responding to Mayor Pro Tem Warner’s inquiry about an opposition letter from 
the Friendly Hills Property Owner’s Association, City Manager Helvey reported that it 
was by a unanimous vote of the Association Board, however the homeowners were not 
polled. 
 

John Velasco, Regency Christian Center, Pickering Avenue, Whittier, said he 
supports the proposed signage, particularly the temporary or banner signage. 
 

Assistant City Clerk-Treasurer Maiques entered the following documents into the 
record, in support of the proposed signage: 

 
 Letter dated December 12, 2010 from Rev. Jim Ortiz, My Friends’ House AG; 

President, Whittier Area Evangelical Ministerial Alliance 
 Email dated December 14, 2010 from Geoff Nelson, Pastor, Whittier 

Presbyterian Church 
 

There being no other speakers wishing to testify before the City Council, it was 
moved by Council Member Vinatieri, seconded by Council Member Newcomer, and 
carried, to close the public hearing at 9:22 p.m. 
 

Council Member Newcomer said he objects to readerboards in residential areas; 
he believes a business should not be required to have a sign in English; and he 
requested those items be stricken from the proposed ordinance. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Warner said she does not support Council Member Newcomer’s 
suggestions; and that the City does not govern school signage. 
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Council Member Vinatieri said he is in agreement with the banner proposal; he 
has concerns about readerboards being intrusive and obtrusive; the City requires most 
churches to be in residential zones which prevents them from having readerboards; he 
believes it is discriminatory against churches and non-profit organizations that 
readerboards are allowed on Whittier Boulevard but not in residential zones, and he 
wants that balanced; he believes staff has dealt with concerns about obtrusiveness, 
brightness and size of readerboards and have struck a balance to allow organizations to 
advertise without being excessive; and he is in favor of the proposal. 
 

Council Member Henderson said he supports banners to be displayed for 
reasonable time periods and for special events; he supports the proposed signage 
sizes; churches were allowed to be located in residential zones which is organic to the 
way the City was built; other commercial businesses were not allowed in residential 
zones; churches need to respect the residential zones; and he does not support 
readerboards. 
 

Mayor Nordbak commented that most of the readerboard examples provided are 
for municipalities and schools, with no good examples of churches; and he supports the 
banner issue. 
 

Responding to Council Member questions, Assistant City Manager Collier said 
the entire Church site at the corner of Mar Vista Street and Colima Road is zoned 
residential; readerboard signs would be allowed along minor or major arterial streets or 
collector streets; the collector street option could be deleted; the readerboard issue 
would require a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to be considered by the Planning 
Commission and City Council for residential conditions; the proposed standards are 
based on the best conditions possible; the CUP process would allow more discretion 
where there may be a greater impact; and the CUP process applies only to freestanding 
and readerboard signs in residential zones. 
 

Following discussion, it was moved by Council Member Vinatieri, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Warner, and carried, with Council Member Newcomer dissenting, that 
Ordinance No. 2960 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 18.76 (SIGN CONSTRUCTION 
AND PLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS) OF THE WHITTIER MUNICIPAL CODE 
PERTAINING TO ZONING CODE PROVISIONS FOR INSTITUTIONAL USE 
SIGNAGE.  (CASE NO. ZONING CODE AMENDMENT 10-003; APPLICANT: CITY OF 
WHITTIER),” be read by title only, further reading be waived, and this be declared its 
first reading, amending Table 9 - Institutional Freestanding Signs, Item K.1 – 
Readerboard Signs and Changeable Copy Signs to delete “or collector street”; and to 
authorize staff to do a summary publication of the ordinance. 
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12.A UPTOWN WHITTIER PARK ONCE DISTRICT (From Page 16) 
 

Agency Members Henderson and Vinatieri declared a conflict of interest because 
their businesses are located within the Park Once District, and they left the Council 
Chamber at 9:44 p.m. 
 

Monte Wicker, Monte’s Camera Shop, said he believes Uptown businesses will 
fail when parking meters are installed; parking meters have not worked in the past; the 
Uptown should self-police; and he complimented the City Council on the way they 
handled criticism directed at them. 
 

Lisa Jung, PBS and J Consultants, conducted a power point presentation on the 
Uptown Whittier Park Once District.  She said her firm is recommending a phased 
approach for parking meters and structures. 
 

Following discussion, the Council Members present concurred to propose 
moving forward on Phase One for the parking meters; retain the parking meters in the 
parking lot behind the old Bank of America building; and to discuss parking structures at 
a future meeting.  It was moved by Vice Chair Warner, seconded by Agency Member 
Newcomer, and carried, with Agency Members Henderson and Vinatieri absent, to 
receive and file the Uptown Whittier Parking Management Plan’s Park Once District 
report. 
 

City Attorney Jones was absent from the Council Chamber from 10:09 p.m. to 
10:25 p.m. 
 

Mayor Nordbak recessed the meeting at 10:25 p.m.  He reconvened the meeting 
at 10:35 p.m. with all Council Members present except Council Member Newcomer.  
Council Member Newcomer returned to the Council Chamber and resumed his seat at 
the dais at 10:38 p.m. 
 
8.B PUBLIC HEARING – LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT NO. LLA10-002, 8840 

PAINTER AVENUE 
 

City Manager Helvey announced it was the date and time set and duly noticed for 
a public hearing to consider adopting a resolution approving a Lot Line Adjustment to 
consolidate two lots into one lot, for property located at 8840 Painter Avenue. 
 

Mayor Nordbak opened the public hearing at 10:38 p.m. 
 

There being no speakers wishing to testify before the City Council, it was moved 
by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Warner, and carried, to 
close the public hearing at 10:38 p.m. 
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It was moved by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Warner, and carried unanimously, by roll call vote, that Resolution No. 8336 entitled, “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT NO. LLA10-002 TO CONSOLIDATE TWO 
LOTS INTO ONE LOT, IN THE CITY OF WHITTIER (APPLICANT: WARE MALCOMB; 
OWNER: MCDONALDS CORP.),” for property located at 8840 Painter Avenue, be read 
by title only, further reading be waived, and it be declared adopted. 
 
8.C PUBLIC HEARING – LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT NO. LLA10-003, 12252 AND 

12352 WHITTIER BOULEVARD 
 

City Manager Helvey announced it was the date and time set and duly noticed for 
a public hearing to consider adopting a resolution approving a Lot Line Adjustment to 
relocate a property line between properties located at 12252 and 12352 Whittier 
Boulevard. 
 

Mayor Nordbak opened the public hearing at 10:41 p.m. 
 

There being no speakers wishing to testify before the City Council, it was moved 
by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Warner, and carried, to 
close the public hearing at 10:41 p.m. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Warner, and carried unanimously, by roll call vote, that Resolution No. 8337 entitled, “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT NO. LLA10-003 TO RELOCATE A PROPERTY 
LINE BETWEEN THE PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 12252 WHITTIER BOULEVARD 
AND 12352 WHITTIER BOULEVARD (APPLICANT:  THIENES ENGINEERING, INC.; 
OWNER: L & P PROPERTY MANAGEMENT),” be read by title only, further reading be 
waived, and it be declared adopted. 
 
8.D PUBLIC HEARING – 2010 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE 
 

City Manager Helvey announced it was the date and time set and duly noticed for 
a public hearing to consider taking actions relating to adoption of the 2010 California 
Building Standards Code. 
 

In response to Council Member  questions, Building Official Lee said the Code 
becomes effective January 1, 2011 without amendments; any amendments will be 
effective with adoption of the Ordinance; permits initiated before the end of the year 
would follow the 2007 Code; changes to the 2010 California Building and Residential 
Codes are similar to the 2007 changes relating to sprinklers, fences and walls; changes 
to the 2010 California Green Building Standards Code are primarily administrative as 
well as an amendment relating to types of controls for automated irrigation systems.  
 



Whittier City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Utility Authority Joint Meeting 
December 14, 2010  Page 14 
 
 

Mayor Nordbak opened the public hearing at 10:46 p.m. 
 

There being no speakers wishing to testify before the City Council, it was moved 
by Council Member Newcomer, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Warner, and carried, to 
close the public hearing at 10:46 p.m. 
 

It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Warner, seconded by Council Member 
Henderson, and carried unanimously, by roll call vote to: 

 
1. Determine that adoption, by reference, of the 2010 California Building Standards 

Code with errata and amendments thereto is exempt from environmental review 
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and authorize staff to file a Notice of Exemption with the County of Los Angeles 
within five (5) days of adoption of the ordinance; 

 
2. That Resolution No. 8338  entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, SETTING FORTH FINDINGS WITH 
RESPECT TO LOCAL CONDITIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF WHITTIER WHICH 
MAKE CERTAIN MODIFICATIONS AND CHANGES TO THE 2010 CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING CODE, THE 2010 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE, AND THE 2010 
CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE WITH ERRATA AND AS 
AMENDED BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA REASONABLY NECESSARY,” be 
read by title only, further reading be waived, and it be declared adopted; 

 
3. That Ordinance No. 2961 entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 15 OF THE WHITTIER 
MUNICIPAL CODE, ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2010 CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING CODE, THE 2010 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE, AND THE 2010 
CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE WITH ERRATA AND 
AMENDMENTS THERETO,” to update various provisions of the Whittier Municipal 
in accordance with the procedures identified in California Government Code Title 5, 
Division 1, Part 1 (Building Standards Bulletin 99-01); be read by title only, further 
reading be waived, and this be declared its first reading; and 

 
4. To authorize staff to publish a summary of Ordinance No. 2961 and to file a notice of 

the changes and modifications with the California Building Standards Commission. 
 
8.E PUBLIC HEARING – URGENCY ORDINANCE, EXTEND MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES MORATORIUM 
 

City Manager Helvey announced it was the date and time set and duly noticed for 
a public hearing to consider adoption of an urgency ordinance extending the moratorium 
on establishing and operating medical marijuana dispensaries for one year. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Warner directed staff to report on Los Angeles County’s recent 
injunction on medical marijuana facilities the next time staff reports on this issue. 
 

Mayor Nordbak opened the public hearing at 10:49 p.m. 
 

There being no speakers wishing to testify before the City Council, it was moved 
by Council Member Newcomer, seconded by Council Member Henderson, and carried, 
to close the public hearing at 10:49 p.m. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Warner, and carried unanimously, by roll call vote, that Urgency Ordinance No. 2962 
entitled, “AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WHITTIER EXTENDING AN INTERIM URGENCY ORDINANCE THAT ESTABLISHED 
A CITYWIDE MORATORIUM ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES FOR AN ADDITIONAL PERIOD OF TWELVE 
(12) MONTHS,” be read by title only, further reading be waived, and it be declared 
adopted, with Council Member Vinatieri and Mayor Pro Tem Warner stating they do not 
support the City’s current Medical Marijuana ordinance, but support the moratorium. 
 
9.A CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION VACANCY 
 

Following brief discussion, it was moved by Council Member Henderson, 
seconded by Council Member Newcomer, and carried unanimously, to declare Julie 
Gonzales’ Cultural Arts Commission office vacant. 
 

It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Warner, seconded by Council Member Vinatieri, 
and carried, with Council Member Newcomer dissenting, to appoint Roberto Chavez to 
the vacancy, expiring July 1, 2011.  Council Member Newcomer stated that he would 
have requested interviewing Mr. Chavez, but he voted no on the appointment because 
he does not like making appointments without conducting interviews. 
 
10.A WHITTIER HISTORIC DEPOT PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES 
 

Following discussion, it was moved by Council Member Vinatieri, seconded by 
Council Member Henderson, and carried, by roll call vote, with Council Member 
Newcomer dissenting, to approve removing the bench and installing a fence around the 
tree well, with the option to re-install benches at a future date; installing a wireless 
surveillance system; providing additional watering of the park area; designating the 
Depot as a City “park”; and directing staff to report the progress in 90 days. 
 
11. RECESS CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND RECONVENE REDEVELOPMENT 

AGENCY MEETING: 
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12.A UPTOWN WHITTIER PARKING MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
 See Page 12. 
 
13. RECONVENE CITY COUNCIL AND UTILITY AUTHORITY MEETINGS IN 

JOINT SESSION WITH AGENCY BOARD: 
 

Mayor Nordbak reconvened the City Council and Utility Authority meetings in 
joint session with the Agency Board at 10:57 p.m. 
 
14. COUNCIL/AGENCY MEMBER/DIRECTOR COMMENTS AND CONFERENCE 

REPORTS: 
 

None to report. 
 
15. ADJOURN UTILITY AUTHORITY MEETING: 
 
16. CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY CLOSED SESSION: 
 

City Manager Helvey recommended the City Council and Redevelopment 
Agency conduct a Closed Session pursuant to: 
 

16.A City Council - Government Code Section 54956.9(a) to discuss the claim 
of Ellis vs. City of Whittier. 

 
16.B City Council - Government Code Section 54956.9(b) to discuss the claim 

of Jones vs. City of Whittier. 
 

16.C City Council – Government Code Section 54956.8 to discuss real property 
negotiations with Delta Engineering representing Verizon relating to price 
and terms of payment to lease property at 8228 Michigan Avenue; City 
negotiator:  Stephen Helvey. 

 
16.D City Council/Redevelopment Agency - Government Code Section 54956.8 

to discuss real property negotiations with LINC Community Development 
Corporation relating to price and terms of payment for property located at 
12524 Philadelphia Street; City/Agency negotiator: Stephen Helvey. 

 
16.E City Council/Redevelopment Agency - Government Code Section 54956.8 

to discuss real property negotiations with Ashwood Construction, Inc. and 
Davila Properties, LLC relating to price and terms of payment for property 
located at 7017 Milton Avenue; City/Agency negotiator: Stephen Helvey. 
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16.F City Council/Redevelopment Agency - Government Code Section 54956.8 
to discuss real property negotiations with Ashwood Construction, Inc. and 
Davila Properties, LLC relating to price and terms of payment for property 
located at 14640 Whittier Boulevard; City/Agency negotiator: Stephen 
Helvey. 

 
16.G City Council – Government Code Section 54956.8 to discuss real property 

negotiations with Southern California Edison relating to price and terms of 
payment for properties described as APNs 8119-010-904 and 8119-009-
905; City negotiator:  Stephen Helvey. 

 
16.H City Council – Government Code Section 54947.6, labor negotiations 

between negotiator Stephen Helvey and unrepresented employees. 
 

16.I City Council – Government Code Section 54956.9(a) to discuss one case 
of litigation; Case No. BS128995, Open Space Legal Defense Fund, a 
non-profit organization; Heriberto Diaz and Daniel Duran vs. City of 
Whittier, et al. 

 
NOTE: Council Member Henderson may have a potential conflict of 

interest on part of Item 16.I and may not participate in full 
discussion of the item. 

 
 Mayor Nordbak recessed the joint meeting to Closed Session at 11:05 p.m. with 
City Clerk-Treasurer Marshall replacing Assistant City Clerk-Treasurer Maiques. 
 
17. RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION: 
 

Mayor Nordbak reconvened the joint meeting in Open Session at 12:27 a.m. on 
December 15, 2010. 
 
18. CLOSED SESSION REPORT: 
 

None. 
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19. ADJOURNMENT:  
 

At 12.27 a.m. on December 15, 2010, Mayor Nordbak adjourned the joint 
meeting in memory of Herbert Sussman. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Toni Maiques 
Assistant City Clerk-Treasurer/ 
  Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 


