Council Meeting:_03/22/2022

RECEIVED ON: March 22, 2022 Agenda Item No. 14.D
From: WebMail - Admin
To: WebMail - CCD
Subject: FW: In SUPPORT of the Greenleaf Promenade, Whittier CA
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 7:50:02 AM

From: the forty <the6740@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 21, 2022 6:37 PM

To: Henry Bouchot <hbouchot@cityofwhittier.org>; Fernando Dutra <fdutra@cityofwhittier.org>; Jessica Martinez
<jmartinez@cityofwhittier.org>; Joe Vinatieri <jvcc@bewleylaw.com>; Cathy Warner <cwarner@cityofwhittier.org>; WebMail -
Admin <Admin@cityofwhittier.org>; Brian Saeki <bsaeki@cityofwhittier.org>; Justin.t@telcog.com; Kyle Cason
<kcason@cityofwhittier.org>; Cynthia Valenzuela <Cvalenzuela0614@gmail.com>; msprague@scng.com;
ShaniOHilton@latimes.com; Katie Galvin-Surbatovic <kgalvin-surbatovic@cityofwhittier.org>; ariel socarras
<fakeplastic2@gmail.com>; KIMBERLY HARLAN <kim@modernshamankitchen.com>; lauren.starke@voxmedia.com;
amani.orr@voxmedia.com; shelbygrad@latimes; juliaturner@latimes.com; hectorbecerra@latimes.com; info@wearewhittier.com;
FourthDistrict@bos.lacounty.gov; josh@stevesbarbg.com

Subject: In SUPPORT of the Greenleaf Promenade, Whittier CA

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe.]
Dear Mayor, City Council Members,

The City of Whittier will, once again, be voting and deciding whether to keep the Greenleaf Promenade open, closed, both as a
“hybrid,” and/or move on with construction of a promenade and, if so, what shape and design.

If some sort of hybrid promenade is constructed it will be necessary to rebuild our patios since there is not enough room for traffic,
k-rails and moving traffic. The way our patio base was constructed, it would be necessary for the City to take down everyone's
patio cover and re-build our patio platforms, then re-hang our covers. Multiply that by the number of patios which will be affected.

At that point in time we could be discussing security issues, public safety & aesthetics for the Promenade in an effort to build a
beautiful space for the community to be in awe of and look forward to visiting. But apparently we are still stuck here with the
question of going back to the old Greenleaf Ave. instead looking forward and building a new legacy.

Don'‘t get me wrong, I am grateful to the City of Whittier and the Council. They were great and helped us a lot during the hardest
of times at the onset of this pandemic. They reached out with assistance, closed the street and made the process of building a
patio easier which kept us from closing our doors permanently. What they also did was lay the groundwork for this Promenade,
which as you may remember, was bustling in its beginning. Back in July 2020, people were still stuck at home, but the weather was
beautiful and people had stimulus checks to burn. We are now in a different time where we are all feeling the economic crunch
and strain on our families, world, and our wallets. December through February 2021-22 was financially tough with cold weather to
boot, which slowed business substantially — but these last few weeks have been beautiful and we are seeing more folks out
walking and visiting us on the Promenade.

Opening up Greenleaf Ave. to traffic will not result in more parking (which has been an issue for +30 years). The new parking
structure on Bright Ave. provides all the parking we need. Previous to the structure, most of that parking on Greenleaf Ave. was
being used by the owners and employees of Greenleaf businesses and not actually benefiting any customers coming in. If
Greenleaf is opened I am afraid that we will experience the same pre-pandemic Uptown Whittier — stagnant and moving in the
wrong direction.

Again, we should be focusing on security, public safety and design of a new Uptown Whittier, focusing on a Promenade that the
community and beyond want to come and experience? Wouldn't we all like to see an Uptown that will put us ahead of other cities,
ready to go when our economy recovers and, most of all, be relevant for the next 100 years. Let’s plan for future and spend our
resources on growth, while maintaining the uniqueness of Uptown Whittier.

Thank you,

Michael Kachoeff
Owner

www.The6740.com
www.ModernShamanKitchen.com
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