
AGENDA
CITY OF WHITTIER

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 13230 PENN STREET

JANUARY 16, 2019, 6:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL
Kevin Kennedy, Chair 
Don Mrla, Vice Chair 
Jeff Brauckmann, Commissioner
Chris Hardeman, Commissioner
Delia Morales, Commissioner
Ray Wong, Commissioner

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
The public is invited to address Park, Recreation and Community Services 
Commission regarding any item of business, with the exception of the public hearing 
items, or any matter within the body's subject matter jurisdiction. Speakers must limit 
their comments to three minutes. Pursuant to State law, the Commission cannot 
take action or express a consensus of approval or disapproval on any oral 
communications which do not appear on the printed agenda.

5. STAFF REPORTS

5.A. Approval of Minutes
Recommendation: Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 
19, 2018.

5.B. KaBOOM! - Broadway Park Project
Recommendation: Receive and file update on the KABOOM! - Broadway 
Park Project.

5.C. Park Naming - 10525 Whittier Boulevard
Recommendation: Approve recommending to City Council naming the 
designated park located at 10525 Whittier Boulevard as "Dorland Park".

5.D. 2018 Fall Report
Recommendation: Receive and file the 2018 Fall Report

6. SECRETARY COMMENTS
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7. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND CONFERENCE REPORTS

8. ADJOURNMENT

Disability-related services are available to enable persons with a disability to participate 
in this meeting, consistent with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
Spanish interpreters are also available. For information or to request services, please 
contact the Parks, Recreation and Community Services (PRCS) Department at least 24 
hours in advance of the meeting at (562) 567-9400.  

The agenda packet is available three days before the meeting in the PRCS Department 
at City Hall (13230 Penn Street), Whittier Central Library (7344 Washington Avenue) and 
East Whittier Branch Library (10537 Santa Gertrudes Avenue).  Additionally, the agenda 
packet can be viewed on the City’s website. Materials distributed to the Parks, Recreation 
and Community Services Commission within 72 hours of the Commission meeting are 
available for public inspection in the PRCS Department’s Office.

Los servicios relacionados con la discapacidad están disponibles para permitir que las 
personas con discapacidad participen en esta reunión, de conformidad con la Ley 
Federal de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades de 1990. También hay intérpretes en 
español disponibles. Para obtener información o para solicitar servicios, comuníquese 
con el Departamento de Recreación y Parques al Servicio a la Comunidad al menos de 
24 horas antes de la reunión al (562) 567-9400.

El paquete de la agenda está disponible tres días antes de la reunión con El 
Departamento de Recreación y Parques al Servicio a la Comunidad en el Ayuntamiento 
(13230 Penn Street), Biblioteca Central de Whittier (7344 Washington Avenue) y 
Biblioteca sucursal del este de Whittier (10537 Santa Gertrudes Avenue). Además, el 
paquete de la agenda se puede ver en el sitio web de la Ciudad. Los materiales 
distribuidos al Comisión de parques, recreación y servicios comunitarios dentro de las 72 
horas de la reunión del Concejo Municipal están disponibles para inspección pública en 
la con El Departamento de Recreación y Parques al Servicio a la Comunidad.

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing agenda was posted in accordance with the applicable legal requirements.  
Regular and Adjourned Regular meeting agendas may be amended up to 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting.  Dated this 11th day of January 2019.

/s/ Sheryl Dugas
___________________________________
Sheryl Dugas, Administrative Secretary



Agenda Report
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

Date: January 16, 2019

To: Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

From: Greg Alaniz, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services

Subject: Approval of Minutes

RECOMMENDATION

Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 19, 2018.

BACKGROUND

None

DISCUSSION

Staff prepared draft minutes and hereby submits the minutes for Commission's 
approval.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this report.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 19, 2018.

Agenda Item No.  5.A.Agenda Item No.  5.A.



ATTACHMENT A

MINUTES
CITY OF WHITTIER

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, 13230 PENN STREET
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018 – 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER:
The Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission of the City of Whittier 
met in Regular Session in the Whittier City Council Chambers, 13230 Penn Street, 
Whittier, California. Chair Kennedy called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL:
PARKS, RECREATION AND Kevin Kennedy, Chair
COMMUNITY SERVICES Don Mrla, Vice Chair
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Jeff Brauckmann, Commissioner

Chris Hardeman, Commissioner
Ray Wong, Commissioner

PARKS, RECREATION AND
COMMUNITY SERVICES
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Delia Morales, Commissioner (unexcused)

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: Greg Alaniz, Director of Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services
Sheryl Dugas, Administrative Secretary

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Commissioner Brauckmann led the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

5. STAFF REPORTS:
5.A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Vice Chair Mrla, seconded by Commissioner Brauckmann, 
and carried, 5 - 0, (Absent: Commissioner Morales) to approve the Minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of November 21, 2018 as presented. 

5.B. PARKS – HOURS OF OPERATION
Secretary Alaniz reported that he had presented Commission’s 
recommendation for park hours to be “sunrise to civil sunset plus 60 minutes”, 
to Administration and the Chief of Police for consideration. It was determined 
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that use of the term “civil sunset plus 60 minutes” would create confusion. The 
Chief of Police recommended “sunrise to sunset” as an alternative. Secretary 
Alaniz noted that even with these hours of operation homeless persons will not 
be asked to leave the park without an available shelter space for them to be 
directed to. The Police would respond to complaints received about persons 
loitering or causing problems in the parks after dark. It was also noted that 
these hours only pertain to the outdoor picnic and playground areas of the 
parks. Hours for other specific facilities will be addressed in a future review of 
the Facility Policy. Secretary Alaniz stated that a report is going to City Council 
on January 8, 2019 with the recommendation of park hours to be established 
as “sunrise to sunset”. Chair Kennedy asked if any Commissioner wished to 
make a motion to recommend amendment of Commission’s recommendation 
of the hours being “sunrise to civil sunset plus 60 minutes”. Commissioner 
Hardeman voiced his concerns about “law abiding citizens” wanting to go to the 
parks after work, to work out, and not being permitted to. He also noted that he 
prefers to defer this decision until after the State of California decides what to 
do about daylight savings time. Commissioner Hardeman also stated that he 
does not like the ambiguity of “sunrise to sunset”, and also questioned these 
hours for the Greenway Trail. Chair Kennedy questioned whether the “plus 60 
minutes” language would be added to the recommendation to Council. 
Commissioner Wong agreed with Commissioner Hardeman about the State’s 
lack of direction about daylight savings time, and ambiguities. Secretary Alaniz 
noted that the Greenway Trail has established hours of 4:00 a.m. until 11:00 
p.m. as a requirement for certain portions of the original construction funding.

It was moved by Commissioner Mrla, seconded by Commissioner Wong, and 
carried, 3-2, (Noes: Chair Kennedy and Commissioner Hardeman) (Absent: 
Morales) to amend Commission’s original recommendation to Council of 
“sunrise to sunset plus 60 minutes” to “sunrise to sunset”.

Vice Chair Mrla excused himself from the remainder of the meeting at 6:15 p.m.

5.C. UPDATE ON CITY OF WHITTIER HOMELESS PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
Secretary Alaniz advised that Commission will receive periodic updates on the 
implementation of the Homeless Plan. He noted that this topic is now under the 
Parks, Recreation and Community Services “umbrella”. Community Services 
Manager, Martin Browne, has been assigned these duties, along with his 
responsibility for Transit, and Senior Services. He is attending approximately 
eight meetings per month, and working with various County and private 
agencies. Secretary Alaniz reported the following:

 At a recent meeting of the Whittier Homeless Consortium, it was 
reported that there are an estimated 2,500 homeless students in grades 
K–12 in the City. Chair Kennedy questioned this number. Commissioner 
Hardeman noted that 25% of the students at his son’s elementary school 
are listed as “homeless”, they may live in garages or in other locations.
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 The Assistance League of Whittier has a dental program that charges 
only $10 per dental visit for youth in grades K–12. 

 The Rotary Club helped organize a bingo and raffle fundraiser on 
November 28 at the Brookdale senior living facility on Philadelphia 
Street, which raised $1,980 to assist some homeless Whittier College 
and Rio Hondo College students. 

 The Interfaith Community Food Bank is now working with the local 
school districts to distribute canned food to families in need. 

 There are now three shower programs in the area: Steinmetz Park in 
Hacienda Heights run by Whittier First Day on Mondays; Liberty Plaza 
on the second and third Fridays run by Whittier First Day, and Whittier 
Narrows run by Lava Mae. Participants receive transportation to and 
from the shower sites. Los Angeles County is also offering flu shots for 
participants. Commissioner Hardeman questioned whether 
transportation was available only from County areas. Secretary Alaniz 
noted that it is also available from within the City. Additional shower 
sites, within the City, are being sought.

 The scheduled day for the annual Point-in-Time homeless count for the 
City is January 22 through 24, 2019, and volunteers are welcome. 
Results will be available in June or July. Accuracy of the counts is 
questionable since people who are “homeless”, but staying with other 
people, are not included in the count. 

 The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) is leasing office 
space at the Transit Depot and will begin implementing outreach 
programs to the community.

 The City has applied for two-$300,000 Prop. H grants. This funding will 
allow the hiring of part-time staff to assist with implementation of the 
City’s Homeless Plan.

Commissioner Wong reported that the City of La Mirada is implementing a plan 
requiring people receiving services in La Mirada show proof that they are from 
La Mirada.

It was moved by Commissioner Hardeman, seconded by Commissioner 
Brauckmann, and carried, 4-0, (Absent: Commissioner Morales, Vice Chair 
Mrla) to receive and file update on the City of Whittier Homeless Plan 
Implementation.
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6. SECRETARY COMMENTS
Secretary Alaniz wished Commission “happy holidays”, and noted that City Hall will 
be closed beginning at noon on Friday, December 21, 2018 and reopening at 8:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, January 2, 2019. He will be available by email during the 
holidays.

7. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND CONFERENCE REPORTS
Commissioner Hardeman wished Commission and staff “happy holidays”.

Commissioner Brauckmann wished Commission and staff “happy holidays”.

Commissioner Wong thanked Commission and staff for their hard work over the past 
year and noted that he is looking forward to the year ahead and all of the coming 
activities. He reported that $540 has been raised towards the cost of installing the 
memorial tree and plaque honoring Commissioner Bouchard, and that the Mayor has 
been advised of this progress. Commissioner Wong also noted that the Mayor will 
move it forward.

Chair Kennedy wished Commission and staff “happy holidays”.

8. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Chair Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 6:32 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Alaniz

Greg Alaniz
Secretary

PRCS/Commissions & Committees/PRCS Commission/MINUTES/2018/M 12-19-18



Agenda Report
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

Date: January 16, 2019

To: Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

From: Greg Alaniz, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services

Subject: KaBOOM! - Broadway Park Project

RECOMMENDATION

Receive and file update on the KABOOM! - Broadway Park Project.

BACKGROUND

KaBOOM! is a national non-profit organization dedicated to ensuring all children get a 
childhood filled with play.  KaBOOM! works with municipal agencies and connects them 
with a sponsor in order to transform underused open spaces, parks, and existing 
playgrounds into safe, fun, and beautiful spaces for children and their families.  
KaBOOM! has partnered with the City of Whittier, the Whittier Community Foundation, 
and Whittier Host Lions to transform playgrounds at Kennedy Park in 2014, York Field 
in 2016, and Guirado Park in 2017.

DISCUSSION

The City of Whittier will be partnering with KaBOOM! and corporate sponsor, Amway to 
build a playground in one day at Broadway Park, 12816 Broadway Avenue, with the 
support of the Whittier Community Foundation and Whittier Host Lions. The Design 
Phase of the project was held January 10, 2019 which hosted a Children's Design 
Session as well as a Parent and Community Member Session for the community to 
have the opportunity to give their input and ideas on the design of the new playground.  
The build date is scheduled for March 7, 2019.

FISCAL IMPACT

The total cost of the KaBOOM! - Broadway Park project will be approximately $100,000.  
The City of Whittier will provide building materials and labor, the Whittier Community 
Foundation will donate $8,500, and Whittier Host Lions will supply labor.

ATTACHMENTS

None

Agenda Item No.  5.B.



Agenda Report
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

Date: January 16, 2019

To: Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

From: Greg Alaniz, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services

Subject: Park Naming - 10525 Whittier Boulevard

RECOMMENDATION

Approve recommending to City Council naming the designated park located at 10525 
Whittier Boulevard as "Dorland Park".

BACKGROUND

The recently designated park is located at 10525 Whittier Boulevard. The park is a 
passive area with no programming or additional amenities. A park designation was 
recommended by Chief Piper in August of 2017 to allow the Whittier Police Department 
(WPD) to assist officers with citing individuals who have habitually used the park area 
for illegal activities.

At the September 20, 2017 Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission 
(PRCS) meeting, the Commission submitted three (3) proposed park names, as 
directed in the city policy, to City Council and recommend that City Council select the 
name of the new park. The Commission also suggested City Council consider a naming 
participation event for the community to vote on suggested names:

• Dorland Park - Adjacent Street. Founding family of Whittier in 1887, established the 
first cemetery in Whittier.

• Redman Park- Adjacent Street. Prominent family in the early 1900’s.
• Rockne Park - Adjacent Street. No records of a Rockne family.

At the March 27, 2018 City Council meeting, a motion was made to adopt Resolution 
No. 8954 officially designating the green space at 10525 Whittier Boulevard as a city 
park and referring the matter back to the PRCS Commission for recommendations on 
naming the park and involving the community in the process. On Saturday, December 
1, 2018 staff acted on the direction of the City Council and held a "Park Naming" 
community event.  "Dorland Park" was the consensus voted on by the community 
members.

DISCUSSION

Commission will review the community consensus voting results regarding naming the 
park as "Dorland Park".

Agenda Item No.  5.C.Agenda Item No.  5.C.Agenda Item No.  5.C.Agenda Item No.  5.C.
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FISCAL IMPACT

There are funds available in FY 2018-19 Capital Improvement Projects - Playground 
Signage account (635-22-981-922-832065) to cover the cost of the new park signage of 
approximately $2,000.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Name the Park flyer
B. Name the Park flyer distribution
C. Name the Park ballot











Agenda Report
Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

Date: January 16, 2019

To: Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission

From: Greg Alaniz, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services

Subject: 2018 Fall Report

RECOMMENDATION

Receive and file the 2018 Fall Report

BACKGROUND

None

DISCUSSION

Staff prepared the 2018 Fall Report and hereby submits the report for Commission's 
approval.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this report.

ATTACHMENTS

A. 2018 Fall Report

Agenda Item No.  5.D.Agenda Item No.  5.D.
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